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Scouts Replace Footbridge
The following article describes the Eagle Scout project completed by Jakob 
Christiansen, with help from fellow troop members and supportive parents, in 
the spring of 2019 . . .

It started with a dimensioned 
drawing for a footbridge spanning 
an arm of the Rouge River near the 
outdoor St. Ignatius Chapel. The 
previous bridge had been washed 
away by high water, and Eagle Scout 
candidate Jakob Christiansen had 
organized fellow members of Troop 
326 from St. Patrick Church in White 
Lake to replace it. 

Jakob, age 16, lives in West 
Bloomfield Township with his 
parents, Michael and Christine 
Christiansen; he is in the 10th grade 
and is homeschooled.

Because the job needed concrete 
footings, the project required careful 
coordinating and scheduling. 

Wooden forms were in place by April 
23 for the concrete pouring on April 
28. General assembly would take 
place on May 4 and final assembly 
and grading on May 5. 

In addition to generators for the 
table saw and hand tools, a winch 
was provided for hoisting the main 
supports across the water. 

~ continued on next page
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Scouts - continued

Jakob’s team of Scouts, 
Scoutmasters, parents and a 
technical adviser placed the 
supports, prepared components for 
the decking, stairs and railing, and 
fastened everything together with 
screws and bolts. “Measure twice, 
cut once” was the rule! Soil was 
shoveled and graded at either end of 
the bridge for ease of access. 

Thanks to 
Jakob and 
his team, the 
finished bridge 
is available for 
use by Manresa 
visitors and 
promises to be 
in service for 
years to come!

~ by Paul Seibold

Other articles follow . . . Back to Page 1
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Appreciation of Donors

John & Sally Barnds
Terri Baroody

Kenneth Biraga
Diane Chapman

Joanne Cross
Kamal Deddeh

Pat Dodge
Mary Duerksen
Linda Farinola
Gesu Church

Stephanie Helfrich
Barbara Jenuwine

Robert Kotlarz
Kenneth & Mary Kozinski

Lorraine Lamey
Donald & Dorothy Maladecki

Michael McAuliffe
Barbara Rudolph

Marsha Salley
Paul Schmidt

Matthew Schnaidt
Carol Simpson
Mariann Sisco

St. Damien of Molokai Parish
Catherine Walker
Susan Williams
Barbara Wojtas

Manresa is most grateful for all who support our Mission.   The following 
list, supplementing page 12 of Manresa Matters, includes those who 
contributed up to $100 from January 1 through July 31, 2019.

Other articles follow . . . Back to Page 1
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Additional photos from  
The Spirit of Manresa Banquet *

* Photos by Publication Team members Paul Seibold and George Seroka.
~ continued on next page

Manresa welcomed 
325 guests to its Spirit 
of Manresa Banquet on 
Thursday, May 2, 2019 
at the Shenandoah 
Country Club in West 
Bloomfield.  The 
evening began with 
cocktails and hors 
d’oeuvres to piano 
accompaniment as 
guests began bidding 
on the silent auction 
items and toured the 
Chaldean Cultural 
Center.  Dinner seating 
took place at 7:00 
PM, when Mistress 
of Ceremonies Marie 
Osborne of WJR Radio 
greeted the guests and 
introduced Manresa’s 
Executive Director, Fr. 
Fran Daly, SJ, who 
offered remarks and 
a brief video. After 
dinner, Dedicated 
Giving was led by 
Associate Director 
Steve Raymond, and 
this was followed by 
keynote speaker Fr. 
Bernie Owens, SJ, 
who described his 
five-year mission in 
Kenya. He gave an 
overview of the terrain, 
climate, wildlife and 
people there and 
offered four personal 
stories of healing and 
reconciliation. The 
program concluded 
with a raffle drawing.

~ by Paul Seibold
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Banquet photos (continued)

Back to Page 1 Other articles follow . . . 
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Reflections on Manresa’s Pilgrimage to 
Greece and Turkey (March 19 to 29, 2019)
Pilgrims were asked:  “What touched you spiritually during this pilgrimage and 
why?”  Their responses follow, along with some photos from the trip. *

* Photos by pilgrims Denise Anderson, Beverly Ballew,  
  Christeena Livingston-Long, Anne Smith and Allen Wall.

I was most touched spiritually by 
the house of Mary.  As a mother 
with a son, I’ve always been 
touched emotionally when watching 
or listening to the Passion and the 
Crucifixion.  I was always struck by 
her quiet pondering during Jesus’ 
suffering.  I was consoled to see 
that Mary lived in a place of peace 
with the beauty of the mountains 
and nature.  ~ Ann-Marie Ciceri

The most incredible thing – the 
most amazing thing – that I’ve 
seen on this trip that I’ll remember 
probably forever was the Blessed 
Mother’s home.  She is my patron 
who I pray to all the time.  Praying 
to her brings me great comfort.   
~ Jo Neirynck

What was most inspirational to me 
was Mary’s house.  It was very 
comfortable, but it was hidden away 
in the woods on a mountainside for 
her protection—a very sorrowful 
position for the Mother of God.   
~ Bob Hammerle

Ephesus was my favorite spot.  You 
could feel holiness surrounding this 
area.  You knew Mary was there 
sharing her love for every one of 
us.  ~ Sue Orzel

My favorite place we visited was 
Ephesus.  I was mainly in awe of the 
history at the places we visited and 
thought about the people that lived 
during that time. ~ Ann Wiacek

The city of Ephesus touched me 
the most, knowing that we walked 
on the same grounds as our 
Blessed Mother and the beloved 
apostle John.  ~ Gwen Chesbro

Fountain with wall of 
prayer requests near 

Mary’s house Mass was held by “the Little 
Jordan” in Philippi, where 

Paul baptized Lydia.   
(Acts 16:11-15)

We sailed to Kusadasi (Turkey), then drove  
to Mary’s house in Ephesus.

~ continued on next page
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My most memorable moment was 
at Ephesus.  On entering Mary’s 
house, I was suddenly struck with 
the feeling I was in a holy place.  
Tears were actually running down 
my face.  ~ Barb Lepri

At Mary’s house at the praying 
wall, I asked Mary to pray for my 
daughter, who suffers mentally and 
physically, to return to Jesus.  Mary 
came to me and gave me com-
fort telling me, “I understand your 
pain.”  ~ Jane Stewart

Having Mass at the place where 
Paul baptized Lydia made me feel 
like my soul was cleaned of all my 
sins.  ~ Carol Gasparovich

Down where we had the Mass 
where St. Paul baptized Lydia.  I 
thought that was so inspirational—
being there, the Mass, the running 

water . . . it almost made you feel 
like you were present there at that 
time.  ~ Jim Neirynck

The spiritual highlight for me was 
the challenge given at Mass in 
Father’s homily—to let the Holy 
Spirit come into the core of my 
being (my soul) and work in me 
like he worked in the life of the 
Apostle Paul.  ~ Judy Olree

In Father Leo’s homily on March 
25, Feast of the Annunciation, his 
message of listening to God within 
us and hearing what He was telling 
us, discerning what He wanted us 
to do, was very powerful.  The next 
day the Gospel told the story of 
asking Jesus how often to forgive 
a brother, and the response was 
70 times 7.  By the end of that day, 
I realized that there is someone 
who I had hurt significantly many 

years ago and that I need to ask 
for forgiveness.  It is not easy to do 
so, but I know that God’s grace will 
allow me to do so.    ~ Phyllis Look

What touched me spiritually 
was the determination of Paul to 
spread the word of God despite 
imprisonments and torture. I am 
forever humbled by his tenacity 
and dedication.  ~ Jan Brown

I really felt how Paul struggled to 
bring us into realization, of how 
much Paul loved us all, no matter 
where we are ourselves in our 
own journey.  The journey was not 
easy for him nor is it for us, but he 
kept on, ever persistent.  He did 
not let obstacles, either physical or 
mental, stop him but kept on.  He 
loved as God loves us.  (To show 
us the power of God’s love that 
exists in him.)  ~ Deanna Tabar

The Hanging Monasteries in Meteora
The Library of Ephesus (Turkey)

The Temple of Apollo at Corinth St. Lydia’s Baptistery in Philippi

~ continued on next page
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What touched me most was 
the realization, based on the 
experience of the pilgrimage, that 
the monumental challenges and 
difficulties that St. Paul would have 
encountered in his trips did not 
deter him or discourage him from 
preaching the Gospel and following 
the will of God.  The lesson for me 
is the realization that whatever 
difficulties and failures I experience 
in my life, and see in the life of the 
Church, pale in comparison to those 
of St. Paul and that I should not allow 
discouragement and hopelessness 
to prevent me from discerning and 
following the will of God in hope, faith 
and love.  ~ Dave Nona

By our pilgrimage of following in 
the footsteps of St. Paul, I now 

can see and be more like him as 
a joyful (despite his troubles and 
obstacles) missionary (sharing 
the life of Jesus with zeal) disciple 
(totally committed to Jesus).   
~ David Hooper

St. Paul never gave up.  I was 
amazed by the amount of distance 
he walked, spreading the Word of 
Jesus Christ to the pagans.   
~ Adrienne Hooper

What touched me the most was to 
be able to see some of the areas 
where Paul first preached.  To 
bring the Bible alive with visual 
experience will enlighten my RCIA 
training, spreading the Word of God 
so that it is never lost or forgotten.   
~ Christeena Livingston-Long

I was especially moved visiting 
Philippi.  It was very special to 
experience the first place St. Paul 
walked and his arduous journey to 
share about Jesus Christ through-
out Greece.  I was so grateful to 
learn about St. Lydia and the honor 
bestowed on her as the first wom-
an baptized in Europe since I did 
not know about her.  ~ Bev Ballew

The thing that touched me the 
most in this pilgrimage was the 
prison cell where St. Paul was 
held. Because, St. Paul never met 
Jesus, but he loved Jesus so much 
and had so much faith in Him that 
he was ready to risk his life for the 
conversion and salvation of others.  
~ Julia M. Guzman

I was touched by the story of these young adults, each of 
whom dresses as a superhero on various occasions, as 
described by Alcmene Son (second from left): 
“It started just for fun because we love to dress and become 
like one of our favorite heroes.  We later formed a team and 
now visit hospitals and institutions for children with serious 
illnesses, schools for children with special needs and assist 
the ‘Make A Wish’ foundation when asked. The goal of the 
team is to spread the love, make special needs children 
smile and become stronger—to fight like heroes!  Our major 
concern lies in giving hope to the children that need it most!” 

~ Anne Smith

The Island of Santorini
The Caryatid Porch of the  

Erechtheion on the Acropolis at Athens

Near Cultural  Center & Marina, Athens

Other articles follow . . . Back to Page 1
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More About the In His Image Artist*

Artist William Zdinak poses 
in a corner of his home 

studio in Old Greenwich, CT.

William’s proprietary process involved 
finishing Polaroids with pastels and 
paint thinner, garnering his reputation 
as a “go-to-guy” when a job was 
needed quickly.

* Artist William Zdinak’s painting titled In His Image is featured on 
the cover of the fall/winter 2019 issue of Manresa Matters.

The two photos below show 
Polaroids mounted on storyboards.  
The reference photos allowed 
William to draw the cells quickly.
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In His Image Artist – continued

~ continued on next page

Here are some of the Polaroids that artist William Zdinak used for creating ads 
for McCann and other ad agencies on Madison Avenue.  

For a battery ad

Perhaps 
these 
look 

familiar 
to you?

For a dog food ad
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In His Image Artist – continued

Click here to go to full issue

William Zdinak with his wife, Mary

Here William and Mary test a pose 
for a commercial ad.  The photo 
was taken by one of their children.  

Circa 1971, two years before they were banned 
from the airwaves, William handed in his final 
cigarette campaign to Grey Advertising despite 
it being 60% of his business with them.  This 
was because he could not answer his three-year-
old son’s question: “If you don’t like that Mom 
smokes, why do you draw the pictures that sell the 
cigarettes?”  Word of his moral stand spread on 
the Avenue—and his freelance business doubled!

Back to Page 1

https://www.manresa-sj.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Manresa-Fall-Winter-2019_Online_FINAL.pdf
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