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To help men and women grow spiritually through prayer, reflection, guidance, and teaching according to the Ignatian tradition

The Jesuits
and Staff
of Manresa
Wish You
and Your Family
A Joyful Christmas
And a New Year
Filled with God’s
Blessings
Etching from Fr. Jerome Nadal’s Jesuit Meditation Book of 1596

Transeamus usque Bethlehem . . .
“Let us go over to Bethlehem…” (Lk. 2:15) And that is exactly what Father Fennessy and 48 retreatants and friends of
Manresa did on a pilgrimage sponsored by Manresa to Bethlehem, Nazareth, Cana, Capernaum, Mount Tabor, Mount Olivet, the Mount of the Beatitudes, Gethsemane, Golgotha, and many other places. They arrived home safely, just as we are
going to press, with stories of a fulfilling pilgrimage blessed with good health, good weather, good companionship, experienced and knowledgeable guides, safe travel, and a sense that they will never again read the Scriptures in quite the same
way. Being on a boat in the middle of the Sea of Galilee for many was a peak experience, offering a peaceful sense of being where the Son of God had been, had slept, had
stilled the storm. For many it was the Mass in the Holy Sepulcher. Just a day after
some Greek and Armenian Orthodox monks had been brawling in this holy place, our
pilgrims gathered before the Lord’s Tomb, and, with the Franciscans of the place providing chant and organ music, Fr. Fennessy sang the 6:30 AM Liturgy for a hundred or
more people, entering into the innermost chamber to celebrate Mass over the burial
stone itself. At such holy places our friends prayed for the whole Manresa family, that
we might all experience the peace and joy of the Incarnate Lord.

A NOTE From the Director
(Reprint of Auction Mass Homily)
To all our friends and members of the Manresa family
Wishing you the Peace and the Joy of our Lord!
Since returning to the States and arriving in the Director’s
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office about a month ago, I have been deeply struck by
the devotion and commitment of all of you to Manresa Jesuit Retreat House and the
spiritual works which are being carried on here. I have been especially impressed by
the dedication of all the members of our Auction Committee who have worked so
hard to make this beautiful evening possible—without the contribution of their time
and talents, such an event as this could never have taken place. In particular, I want
to recognize this year’s Honorary Chairs, Adam and Sue Cheslin, Ken and Lori Hiltz,
Bill and Marie Molnar, and Fran and Sally Sehn, as well as the two couples who have
served as this year’s General Chairs, Bob and Patti Koval, and Thomas and Kathy
Parker. It is with deep gratitude that I recognize them and the other members of the
committee. I also wish to acknowledge all of you who are collaborators on our com-
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From its early beginnings, Manresa Jesuit Retreat House has been a work made possible by the generous donations and assistance of many, many people like yourselves
who together have created what today we know as Manresa. Since being invited to
join you in this work, the Society of Jesus has contributed its men to provide leadership and its Ignatian spiritual tradition to inspire and console those who come here
for reflection and renewal. But it is a work of collaboration. We share in a common
mission to make available to the people of the Detroit metropolitan area and beyond
a place where everyone will feel welcomed to come for refreshment and ‘spiritual
exercise’ in the manner pioneered by Ignatius of Loyola, the founder of the Society
of Jesus. Thanks to your generosity, Manresa can continue to carry out and expand
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the mission which Christ has given us.
Our Spirit of Manresa Dinner and Auction was an opportunity to celebrate Manresa,
but also to celebrate the cooperation and generosity which makes Manresa possible.
I hope all of you who came had a very pleasant evening, and I look forward to getting to know each of you better as I begin my work as director of the house. I hope
to also make my contribution in carrying on the Manresa tradition, as have Fr. Walt
Farrell, SJ, Fr. Jim Serrick, SJ, and their predecessors. I ask for your prayers and support as I join you in this great work.
Thank you for your continued kindness.

Fr. Gregory J. Hyde, S.J.

2008 Spirit of Manresa
Dinner and Auction
Celebrate Manresa!
The Spirit of Manresa Dinner and Auction, this year with the
theme Celebrate Manresa, was held at the Auburn Hills Marriott
Pontiac at Centerpoint on September 27th and a wonderful
evening it was. Beginning with a Mass concelebrated by all of
the Manresa Jesuits, a sense of celebration was in the air. One
could almost sense the working of the Holy Spirit through the
liturgy. Fr. Hyde reminded us all during his homily that Manresa is, above all, a place of community where we meet the
Lord in all our comings and goings. It was propitious start, as
the rest of the evening confirmed his message.
About 270 people enjoyed the night, highlighted by awards to
Barbara Steele for Ignatian Spirituality, to David Brockman
for Community Service and Volunteerism, and to Fran and
Sally Sehn for Leadership. The Honorary Chairs, Adam and
Sue Cheslin, Ken and Lori Hiltz, Bill and Marie Molnar, and
Fran and Sally Sehn were recognized for their endorsement
and support.

Chapel Renovation
We gather in this space
every morning to pray and
celebrate our liturgy.
Many find the peaceful
quiet a needed respite
from the busy world and
the din which inundates us
wherever we go. Our eyes and hearts are turned to God
when we are there. Perhaps that is why we overlooked the
many places in the Chapel begging for repair. Water intrusions left their marks along the ceiling, and plaster was falling from damaged molding and walls (see above). The
renovation completed 18 years ago was very good, but it
was time for an update.
An appeal was made at the 2008 Spirit of Manresa Dinner
and Auction for funds to complete a renovation and the
crowd of 270 celebrating patrons stepped to the forefront.
We garnered enough funds for repairs and new paint for
the walls and ceiling, in a new and brighter color scheme,
and new window treatments. There is still a little work to
do around the baseboards, but the Chapel has taken on a
new, restored look which will last long into the future.
There is a traditional feeling of comfort and solace in our
Chapel that really stems from God’s presence and from the
prayers and devotion of all of those who visit. We are
thankful to the many donors who helped to sustain the
structure for all of us to enjoy. God bless you.

A Moment in Manresa History

The aw ard ceremony w as capped by a special thank you to Bob and
Patti Koval and Tom and Kathy Parker, the General Chairs, for
their leadership and encouragement (above w ith Fr. Bernie).

Manresa was able to net $70,000, which will be used for operations and a refurbishment of the main Chapel (see related
article). The generosity of the whole Manresa family is deeply
appreciated as it sustains us to fulfill our Mission to serve.
Thank You! To see pictures of the event, visit the Manresa
Web site!

A 1912 history of Oakland County sketches the story told
to an early settler, Edwin Baldwin, by a French fur trapper
named Michaud. In the late 1700s, Michaud was camped
along the Rouge River on the land where Manresa is today.
He was startled to see Indians passing by silently, and realized that the Fox were about to attack their ancient enemies, the Chippewa (Ojibwa). The Chippewa’s village was
on the tableland along the Rouge River between Quarton
Road and Greenwood Cemetery on Oak Street. In the battle that followed the Chippewa were wiped out. The Fox
pursued those trying to escape along the Saginaw Trail
(Woodward Avenue today) which was littered with dead
bodies. Michaud said that by actual body count after the
battle they numbered 1500.

It Will Be a Grand Time Now

Fr. Hyde Interviewed

“Wow!” The exclamation was heard throughout the
office as the giant instrument was discovered in the
lounge by the St. John’s High School Kairos group.
Stunned by the sheer size and magnificence, the boys
were dumbstruck. But sure enough, there it was, a full
size Baldwin Concert Grand Piano! A gift of Todd
McClimanus to honor his mother, a talented concert
pianist, the exquisite deep tones only a Grand Piano can
deliver will grace our lounge. We all look forward to an
occasion for a concert or its contribution to our worship
in the near future. Thank you very much, Mr. McClimanus!

Manresa’s Director, Fr. Greg Hyde, was interviewed by Elaine
Babbish of Michigan Catholic Radio’s “The View from the
Pew.” The interview was aired on November 16 and 18. While
the conversation naturally turned to Father’s many travels in the
Orient, he stressed that we are all on pilgrimage to God and our
true home, and that the whole purpose of Manresa’s ministry is
to help us on this journey of life.

An Ignatian Pilgrimage to
Lourdes, France and Spain:
May 18
1831, 2009
Led by Fr. Bernie Owens, SJ. After two nights and one
day at Lourdes, we follow in the footsteps of Sts. Ignatius of Loyola and Francis Xavier (Loyola, Pamplona,
Javier), visit the sites where Sts. John of the Cross and
Teresa of Avila made history (Avila, Toledo, Madrid),
see the awesome Benedictine monastery on the mountain of Montserrat, the cave where St. Ignatius wrote his
Spiritual Exercises, and the unique Holy Family Basilica
in Barcelona. Eucharist each day. We conclude on Pentecost Sunday. Cost: $4040, double occupancy. To ensure your reservation register no later than January 18,
2009. For a brochure call Manresa at (248) 644-4933,
visit our Web site www.manresa-sj.org or email us at
office@manresa-sj.org.

Plan ahead for 2010
In 2010 Fr. Owens will lead a trip to the Holy Land and
Fr. Fennessy one to the Passion Play at Oberammergau.
Let us know if you are interested and we will give you
the details when they are finalized.

A Cell Phone Tower at Last?
Manresa has long been interested in having a cell phone tower
on our property to alleviate the expenses of running the house
and so to facilitate our mission. In late 2003, under the leadership of Judd Hart, Manresa began the project in earnest. Judd
pleaded our cause before the City Planning Commission in
January 2004. Our Board appointed a committee who selected
a monopine structure, a tower in the shape of a tree. Judd arranged gatherings with neighbors, negotiated with various carriers, and eventually we came to an agreement with Verizon to
build the tower and subcontract places on it to other companies. In December 2005 approval was delayed by the Michigan
Historical Society who were concerned about the historical
character of Manresa. There the case rested as meetings were
held, appeals made, a history written and photographs taken
and filed away on archival quality paper. A building permit was
obtained in January 2007 and construction was scheduled to
begin on June 1, but it was only in November of 2008 that the
Historical Society finally signed off on the undertaking, and
work has finally begun as this issue of Manresa Matters goes to
press.

Light in the Darkness
Manresa has expanded the Light in the Darkness prayer card
into a prayer pamphlet calling for us to intercede for those who
find themselves in darkness that they will find their way into the
light of Christ. Please cut out this prayer and pray it along with
us on a daily basis.
Let us pray. We lift up before you, Lord Jesus, those who are enslaved
by any kind of evil. May Your Divine Mercy triumph even in the midst of
great darkness and sin. By the power of Your death, Jesus, You conquered
evil and opened the gates of righteousness and holiness. May Your victory
over evil and death bring healing and wholeness to hearts throughout the
world. (In particular, I lift up these persons/situations.) We pray this in
the Name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Upcoming Program Offerings at Manresa
Registration: Credit card payment accepted by phone (248) 644-4933 or Web site www.manresa-sj.org
or by check payable to Manresa in mail to Manresa, 1390 Quarton Road, Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304-3554

I – EXTENDED PROGRAMS
Wo men to Women
The Women to Women group will continue meeting in
2009, and you are warmly invited to join us for coffee, conversation, prayer and faith sharing. "Come As You Are" is
our theme as we gather together to break open Scripture, to
listen, and to share our stories. Life is challenging, and we
all need to re-energize, to be heard, affirmed, spiritually
nourished and renewed. Come when you can, come as you
are, and grow with us in Christ. No registration necessary.
When: Monday mornings: Jan. 5, 19; Feb. 2, 16; Mar. 2,
16, 30; Apr. 20; May 4, 18
Where: The Manresa Jesuit Retreat House Library
Time: 9:30 AM Coffee
10: 00 – 11:30 AM Prayer and Faith Sharing
Facilitator: Mary McKeon,
Graduate of the Ignatian Spirituality Program.
Cost: Donations to Manresa gratefully accepted
See Manresa’s Web site for more information.

Christian Yoga
The 2009 Winter Program
You are invited to Manresa each week to share some time
away from your busy world … time for solitude and silence
… time for prayer and meditation … time to re-focus your
attention on God … Come join with us in our prayer of
Christian Yoga.
Leader: Grace Seroka, Certified Yoga Instructor,
Graduate of the Ignatian Spirituality Program
Date: Monday Evenings 5:30 – 6:45 PM:
Session I: Jan. 5, 12, 19, 26; Feb. 2, 9, 23
Session II: Mar. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30; Apr. 6
Thursday Mornings 8:45 – 10:00 AM
Session III: Jan. 8, 15, 22; Feb. 12, 26
Session IV: Mar. 5, 12, 19, 26; Apr. 2
Cost: $70 for Session I, $60 for session II
$50 for session III and IV, paid in advance
Single classes are $12
Payments can be made the day of the class
Equipment: Please bring your exercise mat, blanket, or
towel (some extra mats are available for your use.)
Therapeutic bands are needed and are available for
purchase at a cost of $7.
Registration: See above

What Happens Now?
A Three
ThreeDay Workshop
How to sustain the experience I have just completed?
A question retreatants ask and that retreat directors
regularly face. This workshop is being offered to address such questions and as a help to retreat directors
and retreatants who have made (or plan to make) at
least a six-day individually directed retreat.
Day and Time: Mondays 7 – 8:30 PM
Dates: Jan 26, Feb 2 and Feb 9
Guide: Fr. Walter L. Farrell, SJ
Cost: $10 per session

A Difficult Relationship:
Paul & the Corinthians
Paul’s letters to the church at Corinth are among his
most beloved writings. And yet there are deep divisions within the Corinthian community, and Paul’s relations with the church there are fraught with frustration and pain. How does Paul respond? Are his words
meaningful in our own situation today? Bring your
Bible!
Leader: Janis Fletcher
Dates: Tuesdays, 9:30 – 11:30 AM
Jan. 27; Feb. 10, 24; Mar . 10, 24; Apr. 7, 21
Cost: $75.00
To register: call Janis at (248) 569-2802

Praying with St. Ignatius Loyola
This new prayer series, modeled on the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius of Loyola, is centered on the person of Jesus Christ. It offers an opportunity for spiritual growth through encountering Him in new and
deeper ways in Scripture and daily life. The format
includes small group sessions. Participation requires a
commitment of 30 minutes of prayer each day.
Facilitators: Artemae Anderson, Paula Dow
and Mary McKeon.
Dates: Monday evenings: Feb. 16 to Apr. 27
(no sessions on Mar. 9 or Apr. 13)
Time: 7:00 – 9:15 PM
Cost: $90 per person / $150 per married couple
(Includes registration fee of $25)
Limit: 12 participants.
To Register: See above (Deadline: February 9, 2009).

II  WEEKEND PROGRAMS
Emerging and Being Transformed in Christ
This is a silent retreat in the Christian Meditation Tradition. It offers
the experience of meditation as well as teachings on the process of
our growth in the Christ-life, and describes how meditation can help
one be transformed in Christ.
Presentations will draw upon the Scriptures, major liturgical themes,
and the teachings of John of the Cross, Ignatius of Loyola, and Fr.
John Main, founder of the World Community of Christian Meditation.
Director: Fr. Bernie Owens, SJ
Dates: March 20 – 23, 2009
Times: Friday, 7:30 PM till Monday, 12 Noon
Cost: $275 for the three days
$195 for the weekend only (through Sun. lunch)
(Both include the $40 registration fee)
Registration: See above.

III  ONE
ONEDAY PROGRAMS
Praying with Body, Mind and Spirit:
Journey to Forgiveness
Whether it be through a childhood wound, a relationship hurt, or by
employer mistreatment, we have all been wronged by someone. It is
only through God’s grace that we are able to forgive, and only
through forgiveness that we can be truly free. Step away for a day to
experience prayer that opens you to God’s healing freedom using
Scripture, guided meditation, music and body movement to engage
your whole being in prayer. Bring a journal for some quiet reflection.
Basic movements will be taught, which can be done by anyone regardless of experience or physical limitation.
Facilitator: Janene Ternes of Prayer in Motion, LLC
Date: Saturday, February 21, 2009
Time: 9:30 AM – 3:30 PM
Cost: $40.00 (includes $10 deposit and lunch).
Registration: See above
For more information contact Janene at (734) 429-7754, by email at
PrayerInMotionJT@aol.com, or visit her Web site at www.prayer-inmotion.com.

Staying Connected in Your Marriage
Here is a Lenten invitation to come aside on this retreat day for couples to deepen our connection with our true self, our caring partner,
and our loving God. Come to a day of personal discovery and meaningful sharing with each other. We can make it a special day!
Facilitators: Al Francis Lacki and Julie Lacki
Date: Saturday, March 14, 2009
Time: 10 AM – 4 PM followed by Sunday liturgy
Cost: $60 per couple (lunch included)
Deadline: Register by March 10
To Register: See above ($20 deposit)

III  ONE
ONEDAY PROGRAMS
Calling All Marthas to Journey
with Mary the Mother of Jesus
Once again busy women (that's YOU!) are
invited to take part in a reflective, spiritually enriching evening. If you cannot, or
perhaps are not yet ready, to get away for
an entire weekend retreat, this is an opportunity to come together with other women
to experience the serenity and beauty of
Manresa. Come alone, or bring family and
friends. Since this evening falls in the week
prior to Holy Week, we will be praying
with Mary as she journeys with her Son to
the cross. We open with dinner and shared
conversation, and then move to the chapel
to hear a brief presentation, followed by
praying together “The Stations with Mary,
the Mother of Jesus”. There will be time
for quiet personal prayer, and the evening
will conclude with a candlelight communal
prayer service.
Don't miss this opportunity to begin your
preparation for Holy Week with shared
prayer at Manresa.
Facilitator: Mary McKeon
Date: Wednesday, April 1, 2009
Time: 6:00 PM – 9:15 PM
Cost: $35 (includes $10 deposit
and dinner)
To Register: See above.

Lord, Teach Us to Pray:
Reflecting on the Lord’s Prayer
A day of reflection on the prayer that Jesus taught his disciples as presented by
Matthew and Luke.
What is Jesus teaching us about prayer?
About God? Just what are we praying for?
There will be time for private reflection
and group discussion. Bring your Bible.
Facilitator: Janis Fletcher, an experienced
spiritual director who has been teaching
New Testament for over 20 years. Since
1999 she has been leading days of reflection on Biblical themes at Manresa each
fall and spring, and is currently teaching
two classes yearly here.
Date: Thursday, April 30, 2009
Time: 9:30 AM – 3:00 PM
Cost: $35 (including lunch)
To Register: See above

Annual Christmas Appeal
There are Christmas appeals in our mail from October
through the end of the year. I know, I get quite a few of
them. All are for good causes and things we have supported before, but in this year’s climate, all of them take
on a new sense of urgency.
Manresa has been blessed through the year by many people who have helped us financially. The Annual Dinner
and Auction was a success, but that alone will not off set
the significant short fall we are experiencing. We have
decided to appeal to a broader cross section this year and
ask that you consider, as many have in the past, to contribute what you can to our annual appeal. Almost 10,000
people visit Manresa each year. Almost 2,500 come on
retreat and another 2,000 attend other programs and workshops. If each person in those groups can help with a $20
gift this Christmas, it would off set much of the short fall
to our budget.
Perhaps a few of you may be able to give more, if so, we
appreciate it immensely. There are many who visit Manresa each year who find it difficult to help financially at this
time. Your consideration of a small gift will make a big
difference to our ability to continue to provide a space for
God in this holy oasis.
Please, use the envelope provided with this mailing or simply drop it off at the Front Office on your next visit.
Thank you.
HB
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Open House
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A year has passed, well not quite, but it will be close to
that by the time you read this little jotting. It hardly
seems possible that at this time in 2007 I accepted Fr.
Farrell’s offer to lend whatever help I could muster to the
administration of Manresa. It seems funny that I actually
thought I would be bringing something here, and missed
the true meaning of what was happening to me. God
was positioning me for gifts beyond my imagining. I
have found a treasure in the people who make up the
community that is Manresa.
Through several events and special projects, I had the
privilege of meeting so many of you who freely volunteer
your talent, time and effort. From the “Garden Gang” in
the spring which always found time to spruce up the
grounds and continually weed and cultivate (Ann Wiacek
and Ann Marie Monet were constantly in their gardening
duds), to the auction planning group and all they contributed, to the Open House helpers and their excitement to
pass on to many others what they have found at Manresa.
It is humbling, really, to realize that while I thought I was
coming to serve, I found so many real servants all around
me, and God in the middle of it all.
Many thanks to you all for a wonderful year. 2009 brings
new opportunities for service to many more people, so
call the office if you would like to volunteer to take part
in one of the many events and projects at Manresa.
— Hugh Buchanan

Year
Year End Donations
When making year-end donations to Manresa please remember that the IRS does not date the contribution by the
date on the check, but rather by “the time of its unconditional delivery.” This is the date you mail a check, as determined by the postmark. If the donation is postmarked
by December 31st , it will count towards your 2008 deductions. If it is postmarked after December 31st , it will
count towards your 2009 deductions. A check mailed late
on December 31st might not be postmarked until the
next business day. A donation hand delivered on or before December 31st will count towards your 2008 tax deductions. The acknowledgement letter we send you will
date the donation according to this guideline.

I’ve Been Reading
by Peter Fennessy, SJ
Prayer by Joyce Rupp. Orbis Books, 2007.
Joyce Rupp is a much loved and read spiritual author,
whose poem-prayers have been used in many a prayer service, including my own. The editors of a new series,
Catholic Spirituality for Adults, asked her to write the
book on prayer. She does so beautifully, sharing her own
experience with us, focusing on the primacy of grace in
our lives, our need to be rooted in love, the fluctuation of
our prayer through light and darkness, the importance of
listening, paying attention to the Spirit, and prayer that
leads to compassionate action in the world. It is a good
addition to the literature of prayer.
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Retreatant Awards
Manresa Blazer—presented on the 50th Retreat
John Meconi
Robert Remsing
Manresa Crest—presented on the 25th Retreat
Pat Adamcik
Raymond Martonic
Hugh A. Buchanan
Michael Reilly
Thomas Dolf

July 15—November 15, 2008

Manresa Pin—presented on the 15th Retreat
Pat Brown
Tom Kelly
Rod Chryst
Michael Oleszczak
John Foley
Lloyd Racine
Harold Gass
Robert Vickery
Daher Jabero

Deceased Members of the Manresa Family
July 15—November 15, 2008
Richard J. Agacinski
Thomas V. Angott, Sr.
Dr. James Barone
James Burkell
Robert Henry

Grand Rapids-Metamora
Our Lady of Refuge
Dentists
Shrine- Reichenbach

12
23
44
33
7

William McVicker
James E. Rapin
Maureen Reid
Jacqueline Shellman
Richard Van Horrick

Bayer
St. Vincent DePaul
Women’s Mid-Week
Shrine- Reichenbach

37
55
1
20
9

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord; let perpetual light shine upon them.

