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To help men and women grow spiritually through prayer, reflection, guidance, and teaching according to the Ignatian tradition

Success Reigns at
Inaugural Schuett Golf Outing

Manresa 2009 Family Picnic –
Fun, Community and Spirituality

The raindrops only delayed the start and left
most of the golfers undeterred as Manresa kicked off
what we hope will be an annual affair. Manresa
celebrated the inaugural Fr. Jack Schuett, SJ Memorial
Golf Outing on June 1st at the beautiful Shenandoah
Country Club in West Bloomfield. The course was
wonderfully groomed, and by noon the blue sky and
sunshine broke through to end the round in fine
fashion. Over a dozen volunteers helped to smooth
the day for 42 golfers who braved the elements and
who were rewarded by a sumptuous luncheon hosted
by Shenandoah. (Continued on page 3)

On Sunday, June 7th, Manresa revived a longstanding tradition with the Annual Family Picnic for
Manresa’s constituents, supporters, friends and the local
community. The event allowed everyone to enjoy
Manresa’s magnificent grounds, and to tour the historic
retreat house which has served generations of retreatants as
a place of peace and solitude.
Among the groups that attended was a local
Hispanic outreach group, El Rincon Ignaciano, which
offers support and assistance to local Hispanic immigrants
and their families. Manresa, continuing the Jesuit tradition
of community service and outreach, has provided the group
with spiritual direction and guidance for several years now.
(Continued on page 3)

Before the round bragging…

Days of Retreat Renewal – A Spiritual Pick
Pickme
me up
Many people have said that they wished they had an opportunity for some spiritual tune-up between their annual retreats.
Twelve months is such a long time to go. In response Manresa has scheduled a number of Days of Reflection for
Conference Retreatants. Retreatants can now return six months or so after their last retreat for an afternoon of renewal.
The program starts at 1:30 PM on a Sunday and lasts until 7 PM. The afternoon includes two conferences, time for
reconciliation and prayer, liturgy, and finally dinner. Our scheduled dates are: Sept. 20, Oct. 18, Nov. 22, Feb. 21, Apr. 18,
and May 16. The event costs just $24. You may register on line or by calling our front office.

A Note From the Director
To all our friends and members of the Manresa family!
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In spite of the reality of global warming, sitting here in
Michigan this summer one would hardly imagine a
crisis—temperatures have been unseasonably low and the
weather exceptionally beautiful. One might also feel a bit
more skeptical regarding the thesis that life in the United
States is speeding beyond our control—everything seems to be moving just a bit
more slowly these days: people are taking more time to enjoy the beauty around
them, going on vacations, and taking time for their families. Unfortunately, the
economy is moving quite a bit more slowly these days as well. While I’m grateful for
the cooler weather—air-conditioning costs are likely to be much lower—the
economic slowdown has had, and will probably continue to have, a serious effect on
our ability to make ends meet. Nevertheless, we remain optimistic—and with good
reason: all of you!
I’m not simply referring to the exceptional generosity which the Manresa
community has shown over the past year in helping us in these difficult economic
times, but rather to the fact that the members of the Manresa Family are engaging
themselves more and more deeply in the shared work of Manresa. I’m optimistic
because Manresa continues to be faithful to its mission of service to the Church and
people of Detroit—we see so much good fruit arising as a direct and indirect result
of the work being done here. The Lord continues to bless us and our efforts, and the
proof of that is in the lives of all of you who are doing so many good things in these
challenging times. Another reason why I am optimistic is that from the very
beginning, Manresa Jesuit Retreat House has been a work of collaboration between
men and women like yourselves and the Society of Jesus. I’m confident that our
collaboration will continue, and that the work of Manresa will survive this particular
economic downturn. I find it encouraging to recall that after the fire which
destroyed the original manor house in 1934, people like yourselves--in the midst of
the Great Depression--succeeded in erecting the core of our current complex.
It’s been not quite a year since I took over the role of director from Fr. Walt
Farrell. While the past year has presented us with quite a number of challenges, I’ve
been more impressed by the many signs that the Lord is at work here. In spite of any
troubles we may have to face, I believe that the Lord will provide us with what we
need to continue the ministry begun here in 1926. The Lord is, in fact, inviting us to
cast our nets out farther—because of you, I think we will be able to respond to the
Lord’s invitation.
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Thank you for your continued kindness.

Fr. Gregory J. Hyde, SJ

Family Picnic (continued)
According to Rincon’s director, Carmen Fernandez,
“Manresa has really supported us, and has given us a place
to feel welcome. The Jesuits have truly made us feel like
members of their own families.”
The day started with an outdoor liturgy at the
Grotto celebrated by Father Bernie Owens, SJ Many stood
while others brought their own chairs to participate in the
Mass which was translated into Spanish for the benefit of
our friends from El Rincon Ignaciano.
Immediately after the liturgy, the crowd eagerly
pursued the day’s festivities which included that great
summertime staple of freshly grilled hamburgers, hotdogs
(including the fixings), potato salad, fruit punch, and, of
course, ice cream. Many folks took the opportunity to sit,
enjoy time with family and friends, and listen to live music
(featuring popular favorites) from the local band Zoey.
Kids enjoyed face-painting, interacting with live
farm animals, including a baby goat, and a treasure hunt.
Some ran around and played, enjoying Manresa’s vast
acreage. And kids of all ages enjoyed playing games such as
volleyball and soccer.
A key highlight was the celebration of the 93rd
Birthday of Father Walt Farrell, SJ. His many friends
gathered to sing ‘happy birthday’ and have a piece of cake
with him. A significant milestone for one dedicated to the
Jesuit tradition of service to others.
As everyone headed home after a fun-filled day,
Hugh Buchanan, Manresa’s Associate Director, reflected
on the afternoon: “We envisioned an event that would
bring Manresa and the local community together. And this
picnic exceeded our expectations, with over 350 people
attending, having fun with their families, and enjoying our
beautiful grounds and surroundings.”
-- Robb Quinn

Golf Outing (continued)

Winning Foursome
Our first champions received trophies and were
captained by Tom Youngblood. The rest of his
foursome included John Krakowiak, Michael Harris
and Brian Rooney. They combined on an impressive
nine under par for the round. The winner with the
best shot of the day — closest to the hole — was Andy
Hlabse, a Jesuit novice, who deposited his drive on the
par 3 only a few feet from the cup.
Fr. Bernie Owens delivered a wonderful
remembrance of Fr. Jack and we closed the day with a
spirited 50 – 50 raffle, distributing 25 gifts donated by
local golf merchants and courses around the Metro
area. It was a wonderful day, filled with memories and
will give us a $4,000 lift to our summer finances.
Thank you all.
If you missed the event this year, watch for the
announcements for early June next year in Manresa
Matters!

I’ve Been Reading

Holy L and Pilgrimage:
Jordan and Israel
Fr. Bernie Owens, SJ will lead a 14-day pilgrimage to the
Holy Land June 21 to July 4, 2010. Fare starts at $3497.
For details see our Web site or send for a brochure.

by Peter Fennessy, SJ
Eastern Wisdom for Western Minds by Victor M. Parachin.
Orbis Books, 2007.
Just as God has providentially divided the
human race into male and female so that each couple
could have the benefit of two different points of
view—stereovision of the world if you will—so also
has our race been given oriental and western ways of
thinking for a fuller understanding of reality, even of
spiritual realities. This book consists of explanations of
key eastern words and notions, listed in alphabetical
order from Action to Zen, for the benefit of westernminded Christians. The explanations point out subtle
differences we have in approaching things. I have
found the entries enlightening and delightful, and you
may too.

A Moment in Manresa History

Goodbye to the Daniels

One little acre at Manresa’s front gate has an
origin different from the rest of our property. It is in
another section of the first state survey. Levi Willard
got the right to it in September, 1821. Levi, a tavern
keeper, murdered his brother Abner in 1827, stabbing
him with a butcher knife. He was sentenced to 2 years
hard labor, but seems from official complaints to have
been permitted to wander about more or less at liberty.
Levi sold his rights to John Deming, who got full title
to the property in January 1830, and sold it at once to
the same Chesley Blake who bought the rest of our
property. That little acre and the rest of Manresa have
been united ever since. But even today they belong to
two different municipalities. Manresa is mostly in
Bloomfield Hills, but that one acre is in Bloomfield
Township. When Fr. Dan Dunnigan collapsed in
2001, EMT teams and police units from both towns
showed up and had to sort out which of them had
jurisdiction and could convey him to the hospital.
Bloomfield Hills won.

It is probably a sad commentary on our busy lives,
but it seems we seldom take the time to recognize those
who make significant contributions except during a
moment of parting, and that is certainly the case with
members of the staff. But during that moment we see
clearly the dedication and loving, giving spirit which
motivated them while they were with us and which we will
miss. That occurred this spring when John and Kathy
Daniels departed for Traverse City as John retired from
UDM.
John and Kathy were an integral part of the
Manresa family. Many of the photographs which dot our
Web site and photo journals were captured by Kathy during
her prayerful walks through the property. John’s
woodworking and computer skills have left a great legacy to
us for years to come.

Are You a Jesuit Alum?
Graduates of Jesuit high schools and colleges
share a common heritage in their long exposure to
Jesuit spirituality, and values like mental disciple and
academic excellence. Because of Manresa’s
commitment to sharing and supporting Jesuit
spirituality, we want to develop this service in some
special way for those living in southeast Michigan who
are alums of Jesuit institutions. Please help us in this
endeavor by letting us know by post, phone or email if
you or friends of yours have been blessed with such an
education.

Jesuit Reconfiguration Progresses
Those of you who associate with Jesuits in the
Detroit area are undoubtedly aware that the Detroit,
Chicago and Wisconsin provinces are gradually moving
toward becoming a single province, which will stretch
from the Idaho border to the Pennsylvania border.
(Suggest a name for this new province and you may
win a prize.)
A big step was taken recently when Fr. Tim
Kesicki, the Detroit Provincial, was named to be the
Chicago Provincial as well. Fr. Ted Munz has been
appointed Treasurer for both provinces. A laywoman
has succeeded Fr. Jim Serrick as the Provincial
Assistant for Jesuit parishes and retreat houses
(including us) for both provinces. Jim has become
associate pastor of Gesu Church, Detroit, a ministry he
very much enjoys. And this fall the Jesuit novitiate just
a few miles south of us will receive the novices from all
three provinces. The Manresa Jesuits look forward to
meeting these young men who one day will carry on
the good work.

We are thankful for their contributions and will
miss their wonderful Spirit-filled presence on the grounds
and in the house. All of the Manresa family wish them a
wonderful retirement in the beauty of northern Michigan
and hope that it always reminds them of their other
home…here at Manresa.

Light into Darkness
The Light into Darkness prayer ministry is making
progress. More than 14,000 prayer pamphlets have already
been distributed to willing prayer partners.
Please join us in thanking God for bringing His
light into our everyday lives. Let’s spread the good news.
It’s great to be able to help others like the Good Samaritan
did in Luke 10. Find someone in your church or parish who
would benefit from this prayer ministry and have them join
our ranks, or better yet, speak to your pastor about handing
out prayer pamphlets to his parishioners. Let’s spread
God’s ministry to all who are open to it. When you need
more prayer pamphlets, please let me know.
--Bill Wittenberg, Spiritual Director
248-723-5657

Upcoming Program Offerings at Manresa
Registration: Credit card payment is accepted by phone (248) 644-4933 or at our Web site www.manresa-sj.org
or by check payable to Manresa in the mail to Manresa, 1390 Quarton Road, Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304-3554

I – EXTENDED PROGRAMS
Wo men to Women
The Women to Women group will continue meeting in
2009, and you are warmly invited to join us for coffee,
conversation, prayer and faith sharing. "Come As You Are"
is our theme as we gather together to break open Scripture,
to listen, and to share our stories. Life is challenging, and
we all need to re-energize, to be heard, affirmed, spiritually
nourished and renewed. Come when you can, come as you
are, and grow with us in Christ. No registration necessary.
Facilitator: Mary McKeon,
Graduate of the Ignatian Spirituality Program.
Dates: Monday mornings: Aug. 31; Sept. 14, 28; Oct. 12,
26; Nov. 9, 23; Dec. 7
Time: 9:30 AM Coffee, 10:00 – 11:30 AM Prayer and
Faith Sharing
Where: The Manresa Jesuit Retreat House Library
Cost: Donations to Manresa gratefully accepted
See Manresa’s Web site for more information.

The Spiritual Exercises in Daily L ife
Each September people all over the world begin The
Spiritual Exercises in Daily Life, a form of the Spiritual
Exercises of St. Ignatius Loyola which requires one hour of
prayer a day for nine months and a weekly meeting with
one’s individual retreat director. September is chosen so
that the course of one’s progress through the Exercises may
conform more closely to the Church’s Liturgical Year.
More details are available on Manresa’s Web site. If you are
interested in making such a retreat, call Ann Dillon at
Manresa and she will suggest a Spiritual Director
appropriate for you. Tuition is $640 in eight monthly
installments and a one-time copying fee of $25.

Getting Acquainted with John:
An Introduction to the Fourth Gospel
Anyone who has read even a couple of chapters of The
Gospel according to John recognizes that it is very different
from the other Gospels. Unique as it is, John has intrigued
and challenged untold numbers of Christians throughout
the ages. What makes it so different? Who is the Jesus we
meet in the Fourth Gospel? What is John’s understanding
of faith? Of community? Of discipleship? Of the Spirit?
This class will search for answers to these and other
questions in the stories and images of this beautiful Gospel.
Leader: Janis Fletcher

Dates: Tuesdays: Sept. 15, 29; Oct. 13, 27; Nov.10,
24; Dec. 8.
Time: 9:30 – 11:30 AM
Cost: $ 75 per person ($40 for second family member)
Cost includes a $20 nonrefundable registration fee.
To register: mail deposit to Janis Fletcher, 28511
Lathrup Blvd, Lathrup Village MI 48076. Please
include your address, email address, and phone
number.
For more information: call Jan at 248-569-2802

Reading Seminar 2009
20092010
Director: Fr. Bernie Owens, SJ
Place: Manresa
Dates: Tuesdays: Sept. 15, 29; Oct. 13, 27; Nov.10;
Dec.1, 15; Jan. 12; Feb.2, 23; Mar. 9, 30; Apr.
20; May 4, 18
Time: 7:00 PM till 9:30 PM
Cost: $300. Payments are quarterly
Sources to be read and discussed: Teilhard de
Chardin's The Divine Milieu; Louis Savary's Teilhard de
Chardin: The Divine Milieu Explained--A Spirituality for the
21st Century; The Living Flame of Love by St. John of the
Cross; and two essays on American Spirituality—one
on Abraham Lincoln and one on today's search in
America for God.

The Dynamics of the Spiritual Exercises
A workshop for people who are interested in the
Ignatian Exercises, wanting to study the Exercises,
planning on making the Exercises, preparing to direct
the Exercises, seeking a deeper understanding of the
Exercises.
Facilitator: Fr. Walt Farrell, SJ
Dates: Six Monday Evenings from Oct. 12 to Nov. 16
Time: 7:30 - 9:00 PM
Text: Like the Lightning: Dynamics of the Exercises by
David L. Fleming, SJ. If you order Fleming's book
from Manresa's bookstore (248-644-4933) by
September 30, it will be available by Oct. 12 for $21.25
(tax included)
Cost: $10 nonrefundable fee plus $50 due at the first
session
Registration: See above.

II—
II—WEEKEND PROGRAMS
Recognizing the God Mo ment
in Spiritual Direction & Supervision
A workshop offering input and role playing, questions
and answers, for anyone interested in the ministries of
spiritual direction and/or supervision.
Presenter: Sr. Janet Ruffing, RSM, PhD, from Fordham
University, Bronx, NY Author of Spiritual
Direction: Beyond the Beginnings and Uncovering
Stories of Faith: Spiritual Direction and Narrative
Dates: November 13-15, 2009
Time: 7:30 PM, Friday until 12:30 PM, Sunday
Place: Colombiere Center, Clarkston, MI (Please
register through Manresa)
Cost: $205 single with bath; $185 per person, double
with bath; $175 single with no bath; $160 per
person, double with no bath; Commuter: $145,
includes lunch both days
Registration Fee: $40.00 nonrefundable, applied to
total cost
To Register: See above.

The Discernment of Spirits
According to St. Ignatius of Loyola
This workshop includes: an analysis of Ignatius'
principles for discerning movements of God and the Evil
One in us; practicing with case studies; time for
discussion in small and large groups; enjoyable
community in the Advent/Christmas spirit.
Presenters: Fr. Bernie Owens, SJ and Ann Dillon
Dates: Friday, Dec. 11 (7:30 PM) till Sunday, Dec. 13,
(12:30 PM)
Cost: $195 for residents; $155 for commuters (which
includes $40 nonrefundable registration fee)
Registration deadline: December 2, 2009
Note: Once you have registered, reading and study
notes will be mailed to you to help you prepare
for the workshop.
To register: See above.

“Spirituality consists
not in becoming more and more responsible
in the fulfillment of a duty, but in becoming
more and more faithful in a love
relationship.”
K.M. Dyckeman and L.P. Carroll
Inviting the Mystic

III—
III—ONE
ONE DAY PROGRAMS
Days of Retreat Renewal
A special Sunday afternoon of renewal for conference
retreatants, taking place approximately six months after
their retreats. For details see the story on page 1.
Dates: Sept. 20, Oct. 18, Nov. 22, Feb. 21, Apr. 18, and
May 16.
Time: 1:30 until 7 PM.

Calling All Marthas
An Evening of Reflection and Prayer for Women.
Who hasn't experienced loss? For all of us there are
times of transition and unexpected change. In this time
of economic upheaval, life can seem especially
challenging.
This evening will focus on finding God in loss, transition,
grief, and the struggles of everyday life. There will be a
presentation, time for private reflection/prayer, and a
closing candlelight prayer service.
Date: Wednesday, October 14th, 2009
Time: 6PM-9:15PM - includes dinner
Cost: $35.00 ($10 deposit required)

Making a Good Decision:
A Workshop on Ignatian Discernment
Are you faced with having to make a decision impacting
your personal, family or social life, or career? For
example: Should I go to this or that school? Should I
look for a new job or stay where I am at? Should I stay in
this relationship or not? Should I care for my ailing
parent at home or in a nursing home? If so, then this
workshop is for you!
Workshop participants will learn the basics of St.
Ignatius' writings on discernment so that they can begin
to apply these practical rules to a concrete decision,
major or minor, in their lives. Questions to be answered
include: When is our discernment required? What can
our feelings tell us about God's will? What steps can I
take to make sure that my ultimate choices are for God's
greater glory in and through me? How do I know when
to act on my decision?
Reading materials will be mailed to participants prior to
the workshop to make the most of our time together.
Facilitators: Pr. Bernie Owens, SJ & Annmarie Cano,
PhD, Intern in Ignatian Spirituality
Date: Sunday, November 1, 2009
Time: 2:00 PM to 7:30 PM
Cost: $45 (includes readings, postage, and dinner)
Registration Fee: There is a $20 deposit (applicable to
the cost of the workshop)
Registration Deadline: October 15.
To Register: See above.

Mail this form with your check payable to Manresa to:
Manresa Jesuit Retreat House
Dinner and Gala Event
1390 Quarton Road
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48304

Raffle tickets to support the Spirit of
Manresa Dinner and Auction are still on sale. The
Early Bird winner, drawn at the Manresa Family
Picnic on June 7th was William Thomas of
Bloomfield Hills. He will now be our guest (and
he can bring a guest) to the evening on September
26th and we hope he will use some of the $1,000 he
garnered as the first Early Bird Raffle Winner!!
First prize which will drawn the evening of the
Dinner and Auction is $5,000 in cash (you do not
need to be present to win). Tickets are on sale in
the Front Office at Manresa or by clipping the
coupon below and mailing in an order. The cost
of the tickets is $5 each or 3 for $10. Don’t miss
out on the big prize!

Day Phone Number: ______________________________

That special evening of celebration is also marked by two
distinct auctions: a silent auction before the dinner begins,
and a live auction after the dinner finishes.
You may wish to take a look at the various items
being offered and to think over what you might wish to bid
on. In fact, you can take a look at the items that will be in
these auctions by visiting Manresa online. Links from the
home page and the auction page will lead you to an up-todate catalog of the individual items being offered, their
estimated value, and the generous benefactor who donated
them to us.
All items will be put on the Web site as soon as we
catalog them. Images will be added as soon as images
become available. Eventually a number of smaller items
will be bundled together.

Raffle Tickets Available

City: ________________________ State: ________ Zip: _________

See Our Online Catalog

In April and May of this year we sent two
books of raffle tickets to many of our friends
asking them to either buy or sell them. As a last
resort, we asked that they be returned if not sold.
To date we have only received about 18% of the
mailings in reply. If you still have your books to
sell/buy/return we ask you try to do that by
September 1st to insure we can get all of the tickets
into the drawing for the $5,000 prize at the Dinner
on September 26th . Thank you for all your help.
— HB

Address: ________________________________________________

Manresa is blessed with many reasons to celebrate
and one way we do that is to come together each
September to dine, dance and enjoy the entertaining
evening during the Spirit of Manresa Dinner and Auction.
This year, however, is special because of the confluence of
significant anniversaries of three Jesuits who have made a
huge impact on Manresa and on those who come to visit
her grounds.
We will gather at the Royal Park Hotel in Rochester,
Michigan on September 26th to thank the Lord for the
privilege of knowing Fr. Bernie Owens, SJ, Fr. Jim Serrick,
SJ and Fr. Walt Farrell, SJ during their ministerial sojourns
at our retreat house in Bloomfield Hills and to recognize
their combined 185 years of service in the Society of Jesus.
Fr. Bernie celebrates his golden anniversary this
year having entered the society in 1959. His leadership and
spirituality have brought many through his talks and the
Internship in Ignatian Spirituality to a greater
understanding of God’s love and active involvement in
their lives.
Fr. Jim provided extremely capable leadership,
nurturing the House through the last decade and a half and
providing a stable platform to sustain the ministry. Fr. Jim
celebrates 60 years in the Society this year.
Fr. Farrell will mark his 75th year as a Jesuit with a
distinguished resume both national and local, who with
wise counsel and able leadership served as the Director at
Manresa following Fr. Serrick.
The evening of September 26th will be one to
remember. We are taking reservations now for this
momentous event. Do not miss the opportunity to share
in the celebration. Reserve your place at the table by
calling the office or by visiting our Web site.

Attention: Raffle Ticket Sellers!

Yes, I would like to be included in the Spirit of Manresa raffle drawing
for the $5,000 prize. Please send me ______ raffle ticket(s). Enclosed is
my check for $_________
Name: (Please Print) _______________________________________

Spirit of Manresa Dinner and Auction:
A Special Celebration
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Manresa

Retreatant Awards

March 15, 2009 July 15, 2009

Manresa Pin—presented on the 15th Retreat
Gwendolyn Blackford Patricia Grant
Mark Downer
Tony Merlo
Matthew Downer
Kevin Whiting

Manresa Crest—presented on the 25th Retreat
Stephen Beresh
Peter James
Joseph J. Caruso
Robert Klien
John Gnau
Bill Tripp
Dave Nona

Deceased Members of the Manresa Family
March 15, 2009 - July 15, 2009
Sr. Christa DePrimo IHM
Pamela Dressel
Louis B. Gariepy
Sam N. Migliazzo
John A. Mokri

Sisters
Manresa Ladies
Holy Week- St. Regis
St. Valerie
Weisenburger

2
9
1
21
7

William C. Ostler
Edward Stenger
Michael Strugar
Michael Subleski

John Reuter
Notre Dame Group
Weisenburger

52
1
38
21

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord; let perpetual light shine upon them.

