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To help men and women grow spiritually through prayer, reflection, guidance, and teaching according to the Ignatian tradition

The Jesuits and Staff
of Manresa
Wish You and Your
Family
A Joyful Christmas
And a New Year
Filled with God’s
Blessings

Father Gregory Hyde is New Jesuit Superior
On November 2nd Fr. Timothy Kesicki, SJ, the Provincial of the Detroit and Chicago Jesuit Provinces, announced that
with the approval of Father General he was appointing Father Gregory Hyde to be Superior of the Jesuit Community at
Manresa. The appointment is to take place on 22 November, the Solemnity of Christ the King. Fr. Hyde replaces Fr.
Peter Fennessy, the Superior for the last 6 years. Fr. Fennessy will remain at Manresa as a retreat director, but Fr. Hyde
is now responsible for the Jesuit community as well as the general running of the Retreat House. Our prayers and best
wishes are with him in both undertakings.

New Board Members
Our new Chairman of the Board is Frank Migliazzo, Senior Vice President for Investments with Merrill Lynch Private
Banking & Investments Group, who replaces Brian O'Keefe. Some of our Board of Directors are leaving: John J.
Godwin, Martin Manna, Fr. Donald J. Petkash, SJ. Some will be coming on: Fr. Timothy Babcock of the Archdiocese
of Detroit; Carmen Fernandez, Director of El Rincon Ignaciano; Fr. Simon J. Hendry, SJ, Director of the Catholic
Studies Program at University of Detroit Mercy; Fr. David F. Mastrangelo, SJ, President of Loyola High School,
Detroit; and Mr. William Brazier, Executive Director of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, who is returning to the
Board after a year’s absence.

A Note From the Director
To all our friends and members of the Manresa family!
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This past November 11th we celebrated the feast of St.
Martin of Tours, and in preparing my homily for that day
I discovered the term St. Martin’s Summer, which is used
in Europe to describe a spell of warm weather occurring
between November 11th and November 20th. Well, this
year we here in Michigan are certainly enjoying a taste of St. Martin’s Summer
ourselves. The weather has been absolutely gorgeous, and our retreatants have
been delighted by how unexpectedly warm and sunny it has been. Pete and
Dave, our groundskeepers and maintenance staff, have been spending much of
their time outdoors in the fine weather gathering the leaves that have been
accumulating over the past weeks into small mountains until they can be
removed. I’ve also been noticing our gardening volunteers busy at work tidying
up the flower beds and laying in new bulbs to greet us when spring comes again.
A year is coming to an end, but preparations are already underway for the year
yet to come.
November is a month in which we also call to mind the many things for
which we are thankful. This year we are especially grateful to all the members of
the Manresa community for the outstanding success of our annual Celebrate
Manresa dinner and auction. In spite of the difficult economy, the Manresa family
came together this year in an extraordinary fashion to honor our three
jubilarians, Fr. Farrell, Fr. Serrick, and Fr. Owens. Thanks to your generosity,
we will be able to make some very necessary repairs to our buildings, grounds,
and equipment. My thanks to all of you who continue to be such generous
supporters of our ministry and mission. We hope that you will be able to be
equally generous in contributing to this year’s annual fund which helps to
support our programs and outreach to those who would otherwise be unable to
take part in our retreats.
As we begin to decorate the halls of Manresa in preparation for the
holidays, let me again remind you that Manresa is more than a place-- it is a
community of persons, sharing not only in the experience of Ignatian-inspired
retreats and programs, but also sharing in a mission to extend the gift of what
we have found here to others among our friends and family. As we begin our
preparations to celebrate the coming of Christ to our World, we are also invited
to live out the graces we have received during our individual retreats by being a
grace and gift to others, in our families, our communities, and our Church. We
wish you all a very blessed Christmas, and grace-filled New Year.
Thank you for your continued kindness!
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Fr. Gregory J. Hyde, SJ

2009 Auction: A Ringing Success
The scurry of activity picked up significantly
around Manresa in late September as the annual Dinner
and Auction drew near. The Acquisitions Team led by
Grace Seroka and Bud Wilson were wildly successful,
volunteers were knocking on the door to find out if there
was more they could do and replies by the dozens were
cascading into us with each mail delivery.

The atmosphere at the dinner itself was charged
with a wonderful spirit. Fr. Hyde introduced the highlight
of the evening as Frs. Owens, Serrick and Farrell were
accorded recognition on their significant anniversaries.
Three burses were opened in their honor within the Fr.
John A. McGrail Fund, and contributions were made and
may still be made if anyone wishes to show them special
thanks and honor. Mrs. Owens, Fr. Bernie’s mom,
captured us all as she divulged secret facts of his boyhood.
Mary McKeon delivered a marvelous encapsulation of Fr.
Farrell’s multifaceted career in the Society and Fr. Greg
Hyde, SJ spoke of the many contributions by Fr. Serrick to
Manresa and all the retreatants he helped over his 14 years
as Director.
The Ignatian Spirituality Award was bestowed on
Sr. Stephanie Helfrich, OSU in recognition of her substantial contribution over many years in spiritual
direction. Fr. Fennessy presented Ann Marie Monette with the
C.A.V.E award recognizing exceptional volunteerism for
the many hours of adding beauty to the grounds of Manresa. And the Manresa Leadership Award was given to
Judd Hart for his many accomplishments on the Board and
for shepherding the cell tower project.
The meal served by the Royal Park was sumptuous
and we were all able to work off the extra calories by
pronounced prancing to melodic and sometimes frantic
tunes by the Rick Lieder Band. Manresa finally netted over
$100,000 for operations, capital improvements to our
worship areas and a substantial addition to the McGrail
Fund. “Celebrate the Jesuits” will be hard to top…but you
can count on us trying…September 25, 2010!

“A Spiritual
Tune-up”
A new series of afternoons of reflection
are being offered for those who attend our conference
retreats to provide a spiritual tune-up midway in the
year. Scheduled about six months following your annual retreat, the experience comes at a good time to
review the months since your last retreat and the commitments you made then, and to begin preparing for
your next retreat. We hope this event will be a touchstone of our retreats, engendering a new culture of
more frequent visits to Manresa and opening the
doors to other experiences of Ignatian Spirituality, in
particular Individually Directed Retreats, Spiritual
Direction, workshops, and for some, exploration of
our Ignatian Internship Program.
It is also a wonderful opportunity to introduce someone to Manresa and a retreat without the
larger commitment to a full weekend. Do you know
someone who has considered coming to retreat but
was hesitant? Invite them to come with you to a
Sunday afternoon on Manresa’s beautiful grounds. It
may be a good chance to show your spouse, daughter,
son or brother where you have gone each year…they
will leave with a good sense of why you come.
If nothing else it will provide an opportunity
to deepen your prayer life and allow an additional
encounter with Ignatian spirituality together with others who have shared in the experience of a conference
retreat. The design of the day will include two conference talks, opportunity for Reconciliation, prayer and
Sunday Liturgy. We will cap the day with a final meal
together in the Dining Room.
Pick a date and come. The day begins at 2:00
PM and finishes following dinner that evening.
Reservations are required and may be made on line.
The cost is only $30. The dates to choose from are:
February 21, April 18, or May 16.

Charles Wickins, the “English Auctioneer”

Upcoming Program Offerings at Manresa
Registration: Credit card payment accepted by phone (248) 644-4933 or Web site www.manresa-sj.org
or by check payable to Manresa in mail to Manresa, 1390 Quarton Road, Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304-3554

I – EXTENDED PROGRAMS

Christian Yoga

The Book of Glory:

2010 Winter Program
You are invited to Manresa each week to share a time away
from your busy world … a time for solitude and silence …
a time for prayer and meditation … a time to re-focus your
attention on God … Come join with us in our prayer of
Christian Yoga.
We invite the person of prayer to receive rather than to
offer … it is a time for listening rather than for asking or
speaking – listening to the inner voice of God and the
leading of the Spirit … a time to rest in the presence of
God.

The Passion, Death and Resurrection of Jesus according to John.
As is true of the Fourth Gospel in general, John’s
account of the death and resurrection of Jesus is
unique in so many ways. The Book of Glory, the
2nd half of John’s Gospel, begins with Jesus washing
the feet of his disciples and ends with the Risen
Christ preparing breakfast for them.
Who is this Jesus who is both king and servant?
What kind of glory is his? What kind of discipleship
is he calling us to? Come and join us!
Presenter:
Janis Fletcher, PhD
Tuesdays:
Jan. 19; Feb. 2, 16; Mar. 2, 16, 30;
Apr. 13.
Time:
9:30 – 11:30 AM
Cost:
$75 per person [$40 for second
family member]. Cost includes a
$20 nonrefundable registration fee.
To register:
Mail include your address, email ad
dress, phone number, and deposit
to Janis Fletcher, 28511 Lathrup
Blvd, Lathrup Village MI 48076.
Space is limited.
For more information call Jan at 248-569-2802 or
248-224-0886.

Leader:

Dates:

.
Cost:

Equipment:

Grace Seroka, Certified Yoga Instructor
(Graduate of the Ignatian Spirituality Program)
Member of YAGD (Yoga of Greater Detroit )
Monday Evenings 5:30 – 6:45 PM:
Session I: Jan. 4, 11, 18, 25; Feb. 1, 8, 22 ($70)
Session II: Mar. 1, 8, 22, 29 ($40)
Thursday Mornings: 8:45 – 10:00 AM ($60)
Session III: Jan. 14, 21, 28; Feb. 4, 18, 25 ($40)
Session IV: Mar. 4, 11, 18, 25
Paid in advance, or single classes for $12,
payments made the day of the class.
Bring your exercise mat, blanket or towel.
Therapeutic bands are needed and are
available for purchase at a cost of $8.

Women to Women
You are warmly invited to join the Women to Women
group in 2010 for coffee, conversation, prayer and faith
sharing. "Come As You Are" is our theme as we gather
together to break open Scripture, to listen, and to share
our stories. Life is challenging, and we all need to reenergize, to be heard, affirmed, spiritually nourished and
renewed. Come when you can, come as you are, and grow
with us in Christ. No registration necessary.
Facilitator:
Mary McKeon
When:
Monday, Jan. 11, 25; Feb. 8, 22; Mar. 8, 29
April 12, 26; May 10, 24
Where:
The Manresa Jesuit Retreat House Library
Time:
9:30 AM Coffee
10:00 – 11:30 AM Prayer and Faith Sharing
Cost:
Donations to Manresa gratefully accepted
See our Web site for more information.

Praying the Psalms with
Music
Using the Lectio Divina method Fr. Leo Cachat and
Mr. Frank Hillebrand will lead us in praying the
Psalms on four consecutive Wednesday evenings,
Jan. 20 & 27 and Feb. 3 & 17 from 7:00 to 8:00 PM.
Frank Hillebrand has worked with the Psalms and
meditative music since the early 1970s. His first tape
is "Long Way Home, Songs of the Living Psalms"
produced by Alba House. Besides offering a new
way of praying, this series is a good preparation for
Lent. At the end of the last evening, Ash Wednesday, Fr. Cachat will distribute ashes. Please call the
office to register; if a minimum of six persons do not
register, the program will not be offered. A free-will
donation is welcome at the door.

I—EXTENDED PROGRAMS (Con’t)

III—ONEDAY PROGRAMS

The Christ of the Exercises

A Spiritual Tune-up

Presenter:
When:

Remember that retreatants are invited to return to
Manresa six months or so after their retreat for a
“spiritual tune-up.” See our article earlier in this issue
for all the details. The next dates to choose from are:
February 21, April 18, or May 16, 2010

Fr. Tom Ryan, SJ
Monday Nights during Lent: Feb. 22, Mar. 1
& 8; Mar. 15, 22 & 29
Time:
7:15- 8:45 PM
Cost:
$70 (including $30 registration fee)
Jesus Before Christianity by Albert Nolan, OP,
Texts:
Orbis Books, Maryknoll NY
(May be ordered from Manresa for $15.90,
tax included) & articles to be distributed.
Our goal is a deeper and more personal knowledge and
understanding of the relationship between the Jesus of history
and the Christ of faith. A deeper understanding that will lead
us to prayer and an experience of the Christ of faith. Each
session includes a presentation, discussion and interaction.
How do the issues we are dealing with in the 21st century parallel the issues that Jesus dealt with? Our personal goal: to
know Jesus, to love him more intensely, and so to follow him
more closely.

Learning to Pray with the Bible
A Way To Prepare for Lent and Easter, 2010
An 8-Week Program that teaches you how to meditate and
contemplate the great themes and stories of the Bible by using
the methods of prayer drawn from St. Ignatius of Loyola’s
Spiritual Exercises.
Note: This is not Bible study but Bible-based prayer
When:
Mondays: March 1--April 19, 2010
Time:
7:00 –9:30 PM
Text:
A Bible, a notebook & pen
Program Leaders: Second-year Members of Manresa’s
Internship in Ignatian Spirituality
Cost:
$50.00 per person (including $20 deposit)
To register: See above

II—WEEKEND PROGRAMS

Discovering Our Depths
Living from our Center, Experiencing the Freedom only God
Can Give. A Contemplative Retreat in the Tradition of
Christian Meditation
Presenter:
Fr. Bernie Owens, SJ
Dates:
March 19-22, 2010
Day/Time:
Friday evening, 7:30 PM till Monday noon
Cost:
Friday eve through Sunday lunch $215
Friday eve through Monday lunch: $295
Cost includes a $40 nonrefundable deposit
To register: See above

Calling All Marthas
To Journey with Mary, the Mother of Jesus
Once again busy women (that's you!) are invited to
spend a reflective, spiritually enriching evening. If you
cannot, or perhaps are not ready, to get away for an
entire weekend retreat, this is an opportunity to come
together with other women to experience the serenity
and beauty of Manresa. Come alone, or bring family and
friends. Since this evening falls in the week prior to
Holy Week, we will be praying with Mary as she
journeys with her Son to the cross.
We open with dinner and shared conversation, and then
move to the Chapel to hear a brief presentation
followed by praying together “The Stations of the Cross
with Mary, the Mother of Jesus.” There will be time for
quiet personal prayer and the evening will conclude with
a candlelight prayer service.
Don't miss this opportunity to begin your preparation
for Holy Week with shared prayer at Manresa.
Facilitator:
Mary McKeon
Date:
Tuesday March 23, 2010
Time:
6:00 PM – 9:15 PM
Cost:
$35 (includes $10 deposit and dinner)
To Register: See above

The Spirituality of Mother
Teresa of Calcutta
A One-Day Workshop on the Manner of Her Call, the
Development of Her Ministry, and the Source of Her
Spiritual Depth
Presenter:
Fr. Bernie Owens, SJ
Date:
Tuesday, May 25, 2010
Time:
9:30 AM till 2:30 PM, followed by
Eucharist outdoors weather permitting
Cost:
$40.00 (includes lunch)
To register: send $15 non-refundable deposit $25
balance can be paid on the day of the workshop.

Annual Christmas Appeal

IRA Continuance

It seems I receive something every day in the
mail about a good cause or a need somewhere
worthy of my attention and treasure. There are
many good things we need to pray about and
support. In this tough economic climate, the challenges are real. We are not any different, except that
we hope you find Manresa a place where the peace
of the Lord reigns and that what God has been
doing here is unique and valuable to you and to
many others you can never know.

The Economic Stabilization Act of 2008 has
continued the IRA tax advantages created in the
Pension Protection Act of 2006 for making gifts to
Manresa using your annually required IRA withdrawal.
This continuance allows qualifying individuals to make
gifts from their IRA accounts directly to Manresa
without being subject to Federal income tax on the
withdrawal. In 2008 and 2009, a donor may contribute
funds from their IRA if:
1. They are older than 70 ½
2. The gift is $100,000 or less.
3. The gift is made to and received by the charitable
organization on or before 12/31/09.
4. Funds are transferred directly from an IRA or
Rollover IRA to the charity.
5. The gift is transferred outright to one or more
charities.
Be sure to have your IRA Administrator
identify you as the donor when transferring a gift to
Manresa. Keep in mind that the date of the gift is the
date received at Manresa, not the date that you send
transfer instructions to your IRA Administrator. To be
effective for 2009, it must be received in 2009 at
Manresa. This is not intended to be legal or tax advice.
We encourage you to consult your own legal or tax
advisor to see how you may be affected by this law.

This year Manresa will invite and host 2400
people for conference retreats, another 400 on
individually directed retreats, 1300 young high school
men and women for life-changing retreats and over
800 for seminars, workshops and special days of
reflection. I am privileged to see the miracles occur.
People come hurting and leave healed, searching and
depart with peace, lonely and walk out with companionship. The Beatitudes seem to be exercised (and I
do not use that term indiscriminately) wherever I
turn. And there are many who know about Manresa
and give from their hearts in many ways.
Certainly, Manresa has been blessed through
the year by many people who have helped us
financially. The Annual Dinner and Auction was a
success, but that alone will not offset the significant
short fall we are experiencing. We have decided to
appeal to a broader cross section again this year and
ask that you consider a contribution to our annual
appeal. The funds in the Annual Appeal go directly
to support the operations of Manresa including
conference retreats, workshops, seminars and other
events. If each person who participated in those
events can help with a $25 gift this Christmas, it
would make up much of the short fall to our budget.
Perhaps a few of you may be able to give
more; if so, we appreciate it immensely. There are
many who visit Manresa each year who find it
difficult, maybe impossible, to help financially at this
time. We encourage them come because people like
you contribute more to cover our costs, even if they
can not. Your consideration of a small gift will make
a big difference to them and to us.
Please, use the envelope provided with this
mailing or simply drop off your contribution at the
Front Office on your next visit.
Thank you.
HB

Biblical Turkey
Fr. Peter Fennessy, SJ and Fr. Greg Hyde, SJ will lead a
12-day trip to Istanbul, Ankara, Cappadocia, Ephesus,
Pergamum and elsewhere in Turkey in the Steps of Paul
& John, from November1 to 12, 2010.Fare starts at
$2299 from Detroit. For details see our Web site or send
for a brochure. Don’t delay; as we go to press 9 of the 48
seats are already taken.

Holy Land Pilgrimage:
Fr. Bernie Owens, SJ will lead a 14-day pilgrimage to the
Holy Land, Jordan and Israel, June 21 to July 4, 2010.
Fare starts at $3497. For details see our Web site or send
for a brochure.

Holiday Shopping at Manresa!
As Christmas approaches, we have a couple
of suggestions you may consider for that someone
special on your list. We are aware of the reason for
the season, but there are few better avenues to connect the gift to the season than by offering a spiritual
experience. Gift certificates to make a weekend retreat are a unique way to say, “You are special to
me.” Luckily, there are some wonderful weekends
planned.
January 22 – 24: Couples Prayer Weekend.
Treat yourself and your spouse to a couple of days
alone with God, renewing a conversation you really
started at the altar on your wedding day. Developed
and facilitated by Bob and Kathy Ovies, Couples
Prayer has proved to be a marvelous gift, cherished
by those looking to deepen their relationship with
each other and the Lord.
February 5 – 7: Caregivers Retreat. Do
you know people who continually give of themselves
in the act of caring for someone else? Many in
nursing homes, hospitals, hospice situations or who
are homebound depend on caregivers to bring not
only necessary medicines and food, but provide
them companionship too. These caring people need
an opportunity to recharge and hear the good news.
A gift of this weekend will never be forgotten.
April 23 – 25: Father and Son Retreat. The
relationship between father and son can be one that
only gets nurtured in between the fits and starts of
our everyday lives. Both fathers and sons are busy
with their respective passions, and time seems to be
a rare commodity. The gift of time together amid a
retreat dedicated to the relationship could bring a
new depth and love that only God can nurture. A
gift of this kind of weekend will always be remembered.
Call us today or send us an email
(office@manresa-sj.org). We will forward a gift certificate to you. It will truly be one that never stops
bringing blessing.

Mass for the Deceased
On the last Friday of each month (except
December) Manresa offers the 8:00 AM Mass for the
repose of the souls of our retreatants, especially those
deceased in the previous month. Relatives and
friends of these retreatants are cordially invited to
join us at this Mass. We pray each day for our deceased retreatants and would like to include them by
name in our intentions, but can only do that if you
help us by informing our office – 248.644.4933.

Reduced for the Holidays!
How many of you know we produced and
published our own cookbook? Now reduced for the
holidays, the Manresa Heritage Cookbook is on
sale at just the right time. Its pages are packed with
many Jesuit and retreatant favorites including
Manresa Irish Soda Bread, our Classic Manresa Beef
Stew and Fr. Fennessy’s Grandma’s Noodle Recipe.
The book also includes highlights of Manresa
history, short biographies of our anniversary trio,
and a plethora of useful “kitchen facts.” Stop by and
pick one up for $20 per copy. Hurry-it is a limited
supply.

Manresa’s First Yearbook
“How can we capture all the wonderful
events that go on here?” The question began a
process to produce the 2009 Manresa Yearbook,
our first. We saw a great opportunity to communicate Manresa’s vision, goals events of the year and
plans for the future. The effort proved very worthwhile.
A committee was formed in the spring to
select pictures, write articles, edit and proofread. We
garnered expertise and much advice from Mike Carr
and Sarah Izzo as we stumbled through the process
and many friends helped to offset much of the publication costs. We have the 2009 Manresa
Yearbook available in the bookstore; on your next
trip to Manresa, take a look!

Be a Good Samaritan!
Jesus calls us to help the afflicted. He says,
“Whatever you do to the least of these, you do unto
Me.” Join the thousands of prayer partners who are
taking Jesus’ direction seriously and praying for
Christ’s light to shine into areas of great darkness
(Acts 26:18). Be compassionate and get your free
prayer pamphlet by calling (248)723-5657 and simply
asking for one.
—Bill Wittenberg, Spiritual Director
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Retreatant Awards—
Awards—July 15 to November 15
Manresa Crest—presented on the 25th Retreat
Patrick Adamci
Mary Bellanca
James Berry
Caroline Bernard
Lil Mc Crudden

Manresa Pin—presented on the 15th Retreat

Dave Langendorfer
Barbara McConville
Frank Migliazzo
Jim Shirk
Ginni Snyder

Margaret Abendroth
Robert Barrett
Hugh M. Buchanan
Tim Buchanan
Trudy Costtello
Linda Cunningham
Raymond Katafiasz
Peter C. Kelly

Gene Landry
Al Momenee
Michael Nelson
Phyllis Phillips
Charlie Roarty
Gabby Ruffino
Dick Sullivan
Tom Szyperski

Deceased Members of the Manresa Family
July 15, 2009 - November 15, 2009
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord; let perpetual light shine upon them.

Darwin Askar
Ronald A. Bradshaw
Joseph Caruso Sr.
Joseph Falcione
Sr. Bernadelle Grimm, RSM
John (Ray) Hunter
William Hurley
David McKeon

St. Hubert
Weisenburger
St. Hugo
St. Mary Magdalen/St. Conrad
Sisters
Weisenburger
Palms Group
Notre Dame

14
16
32
27
9
3
29
8

Ernest Nawrocki
Frank Nowak
Dorothy Lovely Sweeney
Sr. Mary Denis Thias
Charles V. Thomasy
Victor VandenBucke
Daniel Wood, SR.

St. Louise
Alhambra
Womens V
Sisters
Weisenburger
St. Hubert
Frances Cabrini

7
15
40
14
14
1
54

