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Wish You and Your Family 

A Most Blessed Easter 

  2010 Spirit of  Manresa Dinner and 
Auction Planned 

The Westin of Southfield is the chosen venue for our annual event 

Celebrating Manresa on its Mission 
It is hard to imagine a better celebration than last year’s Spirit of   
Manresa Dinner and Auction, but as the planning committee for the 
2010 event started discussions this year, excitement began to grow at 
the prospects for this year’s coming event.  One thing appears quite     
evident from the 2009 auction - the bonds of community have grown 
stronger among the members of the Manresa family, shaping who we 

are becoming.  There seems to be so many who are giving of themselves in so many ways.  Given the  increased     
engagement of so many individuals in the work of Manresa, our theme emerged easily, almost as self evident:                
     Celebrating Manresa on its Mission.  

The Mission of Manresa is “to help men and women grow spiritually through prayer, reflection, guidance, and teaching 
according to the Ignatian tradition.”  The Mission encompasses all that is happening on the grounds of Manresa, but 
also extends to the work of those who have been touched by the Exercises and Ignatian Spirituality and now find 
themselves engaged in ministry and service to the people of their parishes, the Archdiocese, and the rest of the      
community.  We want to acknowledge and celebrate all the Lord is doing in our midst, and that includes what you are   
doing too. 

Consequently, we would like to hear from you.  If you are currently involved in any ministry or service, no matter 
where, we would like a short description of what you are doing.  A couple of paragraphs would be wonderful.  Include 
how you were influenced by your experience at Manresa, whether in a class or conference retreat.  Send your story to 
us addressed to “Manresa on its Mission.”  You can put it in an envelope or email it to office@manresa-sj.org. 

The 2010 Spirit of Manresa Dinner and Auction will be held at the Westin of Southfield on September 25th.  
Reservations will be accepted beginning June 1, 2010.  Watch for the promotional flyers in our lobby and other       
media. 
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It is reported that when Ignatius of Loyola missioned his 
friend Francis Xavier to the East he sent him off with 
the words, “Ite Inflammate Omnia— go set the world on 
fire.”  Over the past 500 years, under various circum-

stances and in spite of many challenges, the Society of Jesus has kept the fire 
burning set by the original Jesuit companions.  Over the past 84 years,      
Manresa Jesuit Retreat House has kept its own fire burning, thanks to the 
many people who have tended the flame throughout the years. We remain 
grateful to the many previous Jesuits who helped to establish the house and 
served as its directors over the years, as well as the many other men and 
women who have contributed to work of the retreat house and promoted its 
mission of sharing the Spiritual Exercises and supporting individuals to grow 
in their faith.  

At its recent worldwide General Congregation in Rome, the Society of Jesus 
was reminded of another quotation, attributed to the recently canonized Jesuit 
saint, Alberto Hurtado of Chile - we are called to be “a fire that kindles other 
fires.”  In light of that quotation, we have been invited to reflect on the minis-
try carried on at Manresa and ask ourselves how successful we have been in 
preparing other people for mission and encouraging them to go share what 
they have received on their retreats with others by actively engaging in       
corporal and spiritual works of mercy.   

 At last year’s annual Manresa dinner we honored three Jesuits who have 
made significant contributions to the ministry of Manresa.  This year, in   
keeping with the spirit of the last Jesuit General Congregation, we wish to 
honor the members of our broader Manresa family who have taken the fire 
they have found on their retreats back with them into the world, and are   
sharing it with others in various forms of ministry and service to the Church 
and community.  Some have been inspired to visit the sick and the infirm, 
others have volunteered their time serving those in our prison system. There 
are many of you who were moved to become more actively involved in your 
parishes, while others have contributed to efforts and organizations which 
serve the homeless, unemployed, and hungry. Whatever form your ministry 
has taken, we would like to know about it and celebrate it at our next annual 
dinner, for this is indeed an important dimension of the mission of Manresa--
-to be a fire that kindles other fires. I would encourage you to respond to the 
invitation which you will find elsewhere in this issue of Manresa Matters for 
stories, photos, and reflections on the ways you have been living out the 
graces of the time you have spent here at Manresa.      

 

From the Director 



Lay Retreatants League Forming 

Manresa has a storied history of dedicated people who     
devoted time and resources to building a place where 
God can work in the lives of many people.  While the 
reasons may vary somewhat in details, everyone          
contributed as a way to respond to the great love of God 
evident during their experience on the grounds.  The 
original Laymen’s Retreat  League made a huge          
commitment during a time of economic struggle to     
secure and build a house where they knew God was   
working. Perhaps conditions are similar today for many. 

Inspired by their example, and through a process of    
discernment, we have decided to reinvigorate the idea of a           
retreatants league for Manresa.  The purpose of the 
League will be two-fold: 

To promote retreat attendance among prospective 
people in parishes, organizations and within  
families (a new direction) while developing    
leaders to promote and sustain conference and 
individually directed retreats into the future 

To support the expansion of Manresa into the     
community by participating directly in various 
new ministries to bring Manresa to the          
community  

It is a new thrust which builds upon a foundation which 
has served Manresa well. We invite those who have           
experienced a conference or individual retreat at Manresa 
to join us.  Manresa will benefit by expanding              
participation at our conference and individual retreat 
events.  Manresa will also be able to impact the larger 
community through direct participation in various       
outreach efforts and ministry to our own Manresa family. 
We believe the need for spiritual nourishment is prevalent 
and only needs cultivation.  There is no better advocate 
than someone who has been moved closer to God after 
their introduction to Manresa. 

To be sure, we think the league has something to offer all 
those who become a part of it.  We hope to deepen their 
relationship with God, Manresa and others in the       
community and provide a platform to participate in wider 
options to  support spiritual growth.  A $30 annual contri-
bution will  entitle league members: 

• Advanced registration for their retreat 
• A copy of the Annual Yearbook 

• Roster recognition in the Annual Yearbook 

• Discount on all Manresa Workshops, Days of Recollec-
tion, Bible Studies, etc.   

• Distinctive Lapel Pin and membership card 

• Free Retreatant Day of Reflection 

• Annual Memorial Mass and breakfast for league      
members  

If you would like to join as a Charter Member, please con-
tact our office or send us the coupon on this page. 

I am enclosing my $30 to become a charter member of the 
Lay Retreatants League! 

Name:.                                                                      .                                                                             

Address:                                                                               
.                                                                                 . 

                                                                                           
.                                                                                 . 

Email Address:                                                                               
.                                                                                 . 

Mail to:  Manresa Lay Retreatants League 
   1390 Quarton Road 
   Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48304 

I’ve Been Reading 

By Peter Fennessy, SJ 

Into the Silent Land: A Guide to the Christian Practice of Con-
templation.  Martin Laird, O.S.A.  (Oxford University Press, 
2006) 

For those Christians who already practice Centering 
Prayer, Christian Meditation, or other forms of contem-
plation, or for those who are seeking an initiation into the 
ways quiet prayer this book will prove a treasure.  The 
author, an Augustinian, a Patristic scholar, and an Associ-
ate Professor of Theology at Villanova University, draws 
on the Fathers of the Church, mystics through the ages, 
and modern poetry and writes elegantly, knowledgeably 
and with a touch of humor, about our union with God in 
silence, focusing in particular on praying with the body, 
with a prayer word, and amid distractions and afflictions.  
The best spiritual reading I’ve done for several years. 

Retreatant Memorial Mass 

 The 8:00 AM Mass on the last Friday of every month has been 
set aside to pray for all of Manresa’s deceased retreatants.  We 
pray especially for those who have made the journey from this 
life in the preceding month, mentioning each by name during 
the Prayers of the Faithful.   

We would like to extend an invitation to those who have lost  
loved ones who were Manresa retreatants to come to the memo-
rial Mass in the month following the funeral.  We would like to 
invite you and your immediate family to be our guests at a   
breakfast following the Mass in our dining room.  Please notify 
us in advance so that we have sufficient time to prepare a table 
for you. 

Those who have attended our memorial liturgy have expressed 
that they discovered some of the reasons Manresa was so special 
to their loved ones.  The Mass and breakfast provide a wonder-
ful remembrance that they will cherish.   

You can make arrangements by calling us at 248.644.4933,    
extension 10. 



Upcoming Program Offerings at ManresaUpcoming Program Offerings at ManresaUpcoming Program Offerings at ManresaUpcoming Program Offerings at Manresa    
Registration: Credit card payment accepted by phone 248.644.4933 or Web site www.manresa-sj.org  

or by check payable to Manresa in mail to Manresa, 1390 Quarton Road, Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304-3554 
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Women to Women 
You are warmly invited to join the Women to Women 
group in 2010 for coffee, conversation, prayer and faith shar-
ing. "Come As You Are" is our theme as we gather together 
to break open Scripture, to listen, and to share our stories.  
Life is challenging, and we all need to re-energize, to be 
heard, affirmed, spiritually nourished and renewed. Come 
when you can, come as you are, and grow with us in Christ. 
No registration necessary.   

When: Monday, April 12, 26; May 10, 24 

Where: The Manresa Jesuit Retreat House Library 

Time: 9:30 AM Coffee 

 10: 00 – 11:30 AM Prayer and Faith Sharing  
Facilitator: Mary McKeon 

Cost: Donations to Manresa gratefully accepted 

See our Web site for more information. 

 

Christian Yoga 
2010 Spring Program 

You are invited to Manresa each week to share a time 
away from your busy world … a time for solitude and 
silence … a time for prayer and meditation … a time to 
re-focus your attention on God … Come join with us in 
our prayer of Christian Yoga.   

Our program will create a space for peace and meditation 
within you and provide for an “upward lifting” of your 
mind, heart, and spirit to that of Christ.  Classical yoga 
postures, with flowing therapeutic movements, blended 
with Scripture, and sacred music, will be used to quiet 
your being and allow God the inner sanctuary within you 
– it is a part of your movement towards  holistic prayer: 
of the mind, body and spirit.   

We invite the person of prayer to receive rather than to 
offer … it is a time for listening rather than for asking or 
speaking – listening to the inner voice of God and the 
leading of the Spirit … a time to rest in the presence of 
God. 

Leader:  Grace Seroka, Certified Yoga Instructor  

   Graduate of the Ignatian Spirituality Program.  

   Member of YAGD (Yoga of Greater Detroit ) 

Date:Monday Evenings 5:30 – 6:45 PM: 
Session I:  April  12, 19, 26; May  3, 10, 17, 24; June 7 

Weather permitting we will be outside. 

Cost:  $80 for Session I paid in advance.  

Equipment: Please bring your exercise mat and blanket 
or towel (some extra mats are available for your use.)  
Therapeutic bands are needed and are available for pur-
chase at a cost of $8.  

Registration:  Send your name, address, phone number, 
and your check payable to Manresa.  You may also regis-
ter and pay on our web site:  www.manresa-sj.org  or by 
phone at 248.644.4933. 

A Spiritual Tune-up 

Remember that retreatants are invited to return to Manresa 
six months or so after their retreat for a “spiritual tune-up.”  
See our article earlier in this issue for all the details.  The 
next dates to choose from are: April 18, May 16, Aug. 15, 
Sept. 19, Oct. 17, and Nov. 21, 2010 

The Spirituality of  Mother Teresa 
of  Calcutta 
A One-Day Workshop on the Manner of Her Call, the De-
velopment of Her Ministry, and the Source of Her Spiritual 
Depth 

Presenter:   Fr. Bernie Owens, S.J. 
Date:   Tuesday, May 25, 2010 
Time:   9:30 AM till 2:30 PM, followed by Eucharist out-

doors, weather permitting 
Cost:  $40.00 (includes lunch) 

To register: send $15 non-refundable deposit $25 balance is 
paid on the day of  the workshop. 

Individually Directed Retreats 

This summer Manresa offers four sessions when you can 
make a silent, individually directed retreat: 
June 14-23, June 23- July 2, July 18-27, July 27-August 2.   

3 to 8 days can be scheduled. See our Web site or call the 

office to register.  

II - ONE-DAY PROGRAMS 



 Raffle Tickets Available 
The 2010 Manresa Raffle is underway!  As you know, 
the raffle contributes mightily to the financial support 
of the Spirit of Manresa Auction Event.  First prize 
this year is $5,000 in cash which will be drawn the  
evening of the Dinner (you do not need to be present 
to win).  We are repeating the EARLY BIRD   
DRAWING held at the Manresa Family Picnic on 
June 6th (see related article in this issue).  The prize for 
the June drawing is $1,000 AND TWO TICKETS TO 
THE DINNER AND AUCTION IN SEPTEMBER, 
a $ 300 value.  Tickets are already available in the Front 
Office at Manresa or by clipping the coupon below 
and mailing in an order.  The cost of the tickets is $10 
each or 3 for $25.  Don’t wait to get your tickets or 
you might miss out on the opportunity for the EARLY 
BIRD DRAWING! 

Volunteer Corner  

The Garden Gang needs your help! 
The last vestiges of winter are slowly evaporating as the sun 
sends its warm greetings to the sleeping earth.  Can you feel 
an urge to dig in to aid mother earth yield to the season?  We 
have a volunteer opportunity for you! 

Each year we spend the month of May edging, planting, 
mulching and weeding around the many garden beds gracing 
the Manresa property.  It is rewarding work as the dull gray 
winter landscape blossoms into a palette of colors.          
Volunteers are the backbone of the effort, and we need you!  
Have only a couple of hours on Saturday?  Or perhaps an 
hour here or there?  Maybe you want to work on your own 
time frame… whatever works for you, works for us!  There 
are always weeds to pull, and plants to tend to. 

If you are available on May 1st and/or May 8th at 8:30 AM 
Anne Marie Monette, Ann Wiacek and Cathy Humenny will 
begin to work with a group of volunteers to enhance Man-
resa’s prayerful and beautiful spaces.  Bring your garden 
tools, roll up your sleeves and let's all dig in as we welcome 
spring to the Manresa gardens! (This is a great service hour 
opportunity for any high school students!) AMM/AW/CH 

Bring Your Picnic Baskets! 
Mark your calendars now and tack a reminder on the        
refrigerator to come to the Manresa Family Picnic on 
Sunday, June 6th beginning at 2:00 PM with a Mass at the 
Grotto.  Last year our first picnic on the grounds in many 
years was a rousing success.  The Lord blessed us with a 
wonderful day sparked by great food, music, games and   
simply a good ole’ fashioned good time. 

We plan a repeat performance for 2010.  Plans are afoot for 
more games for the kids, barnyard animals to pet, food,   
music and song for everyone.  We will also have the “Early 
Bird” Raffle drawing (see article on the raffle tickets and buy 
yours today). 

We’ll supply burgers and dogs from the grill, buns, lemonade 
and ice cream cones.  So pack a picnic basket with the rest of 
your eats, a blanket or folding chair, and join us for a great 
day at Manresa.  Bring a neighbor or friend too.  There will 
be tours of the House beginning at 3:00 PM conducted by 
trained volunteers who will bring you up on the history of 
Manresa.  Don’t miss the fun. 
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Auction             
Highlight – 2009 

The winner of last year’s 
auction raff le was 

Robert Byrwa, seen 
here accepting his $5,000 
winning check.  Robert 
simply sent in a coupon 
from the Manresa      
Matters to garner his 
lucky ticket…could you 
be next? 



Searching for Capital! 
It doesn’t just happen on Wall Street?  Not really.   
Manresa has recently been able to secure funding to do 
some necessary repairs (take a look at the Tuomey 
Fountain on your next trip!) and upgrade some of the 
facilities.  As we grow, however, we are finding a few 
things that beg for improvement which are not         
necessarily covered by our operational budget. 

Computer upgrading for both hardware and software is 
a good example.  Anyone who has visited us lately can 
see the pace of activity has accelerated greatly over what 
it was only two years ago.  The number of mid-week 
offerings and special retreats, workshops and seminars 
have all expanded to serve those who come to Manresa 
and find here a spiritual home to nurture their faith. 
With the increase in activity comes a corresponding 
need to organize the supporting business structure.   
Unfortunately our hardware has not kept pace with the 
demand we now place on it.  We are experiencing delays 
and see the results of straining the system in a number 
of ways. 

It is actually a good sign as God expands the ministry.  
It is a call to growth.  We need your help to do that 
now.  We want to purchase new CPUs, screens and 
printers to replace the equipment that simply can not 
handle the load any longer.  We have secured some 
good advice from those technically proficient in the 
trade and want to move forward.  We only need the 
funding. 

If you can help with a contribution to our Capital Fund, 
please use the envelope provided with this issue for 
your response.  You can also simply drop off a         
contribution at our front office during business hours.  
Thank you for anything you might be able to do. 

 

A Moment in Manresa History 
In 1830 Captain Chesley Blake—the Commodore of the 
Lakes— purchased the Manresa property, the first to own it 
as one parcel.   In 1845 he yielded a right of way along  
Woodward for a railroad line, but insisted on a tunnel under 
the rails, at what is now Strathmore Road, to join his       
properties.  In the War of 1812, his brig had been blockaded by the British in Newbury Port so long, he persuaded his 
whole crew to join the American army under General Winfield Scott, and served with distinction.  A giant of a man 
with booming voice and commanding presence, Blake was a pioneer captain of the Great Lakes, master of the   
schooners Hannah, Napoleon, General Jackson and others, and of the steamers Niagara, Michigan, Illinois, and St. 
Louis. In 1849 crossing Lake Michigan on the St. Louis, he came down with cholera and died in Milwaukee.  His wife 
Sarah, and his children Columbus, Decatur, Maranda (White) and Frances (Enos) took 3 years to settle the estate and 
sold it to James Fitzpatrick on June 26, 1852. 

Biblical Turkey 
Fr. Peter Fennessy, SJ and Fr. Greg Hyde, SJ will lead a 12-
day trip to Istanbul, Ankara, Cappadocia, Ephesus, Perga-
mum and elsewhere in Turkey following in the Steps of 
Paul & John, from November 1 to 12, 2010. 

 

Fare starts at $2299 from Detroit.  You may download a 
brochure with all the details from our Web site or get in 
touch with the Manresa office.  Don’t delay; space is      
limited. Istanbul, the largest city in Europe and the start and 
finish of our expedition, has been designated by the    
European Union as the European Capital of Culture  for 
2010. Cities so designated use the year to showcase their 
cultural life and development, and we will be there to     
experience it! You come too. 

Manresa Jesuit Retreat HouseManresa Jesuit Retreat HouseManresa Jesuit Retreat HouseManresa Jesuit Retreat House    

Announces theAnnounces theAnnounces theAnnounces the    

Second Annual 

Fr. Jack Schuett, SJ 

Memorial Golf Outing 

June 8, 2010 

Check In - 8 AM  *  Tee Off Time - 9 AM 
Continental Breakfast *  Prizes  

 Buffet Luncheon 
 

Shenandoah Country Club 

5600 Walled Lake Road, West Bloomfield 

$125 per Individual -- $500 per Foursome 

Hole Sponsorship $300 

To register call 248.644.4933 

or visit our website:  www.manresa-sj.org 



 

What’s Been Happening? 
 

The pace certainly seems to have picked up as of late, with 
many Lenten activities and retreats at Manresa.  Little 
known to many though are the extended activities.  Here 
are some highlights of our staff who share the Spirit of 
Manresa with others beyond the house: 

•Fr. Fennessy led two retreats away at Milford, OH and 
two at Barrington, IL; preached the opening two days of 
the Novena of Grace at Gesu Church in Cleveland; gave a 
talk to Legatus on Rublev’s icon of the Trinity; led a 
workshop on “12-Step Spirituality and the Spiritual Exer-
cises” for the Ignatian Spirituality Institute at John Carroll 
University, and a Day on “Prayer and the Arts” for the 
Worship Office of the Detroit Archdiocese which in-
cluded an afternoon at the DIA. 

•During late January and early February Fr. Owens was in 
Agra, India to work with children in a Mother Teresa 
sponsored orphanage. Since coming home, among his 
other projects he has been planning this year’s garden and 
leading a reading seminar and the Ignatian Internship pro-
gram. 

•Fr. Leo Cachat directed the diocesan priests retreat in the 
Saginaw Diocese and facilitated a series of sessions of 
communal discernment for the Marianhill Missionaries. 
He participated in a number of Family Ministry sessions 
in Singapore as well as a directed retreat. On his arrival he 
delivered a suitcase full of "pillowcase dresses" from  
Manresa's Women to Women group for children in 
Burma (Myanmar).  Together with Mr Frank Hillebrand, 
he facilitated four weeks of "Praying the Psalms in       
Music.” He continues to be the spiritual guide for the  
Ignatian Volunteer Corps in Detroit." 

•Mary McKeon became a Grandmother for the first time!  
John Christopher Palenik born March 11, 2010 and 3lb 
4oz – 17 inches long. 
 
•Fr. Timothy Radcliffe, OP gave a Lenten day of prayer to 
the priests of the Archdiocese at Manresa.  A total of 55 
priests spent time in prayer amid the serenity of Manresa 
and listen to several talks by Fr. Radcliffe.  It was a    
blessing for us to have them here, to be sure. 

•Fr. Farrell continues on the Advisory Board for Ministry 
and as a consultant for Ignatian Values in Ministry for the 
Provincial of the Detroit and Chicago Provinces.  In that 
capacity he prepared a four-week program of prayer     
material on the Jesuit Constitutions for Lent along with 
100 pages of readings for the members of the two prov-
inces. 

The 7th Annual Manresa Dinner and Auction Gala is 
September 25, 2010 at the Westin of Southfield 

 … Off and Running … but 

We need your help … this is a request to you.  Would you 
be willing to allow Manresa to offer a week’s vacation get-
away at your cottage or summer home?  Or would you be 
willing to donate sporting event tickets; a night out at a 
concert, a play, the opera, or the symphony orchestra;    
premium wines; a foursome for golf at your club; a       
time-share in a romantic spot; personal makeovers or spa 
packages; jewelry; or anything that might be of some     
interest to a prospective bidder at our auction?  If so, then 
please call us – 248.644.4933, extension 34 or send us an  
e-mail at auction@manresa-sj.org. We would like to hear 
from you! 

As you know the purpose of our Dinner and Auction Gala 
is to provide the needed financial support to bridge the gap 
between the donations and gifts from those who come and 
participate in our programs and the true costs.  We are  
dependent upon the generous support of individuals and 
outside organizations to cover the shortfall and our Dinner 
and Auction is one of the principle avenues to invite those 
who can to join the mission. 

 

God bless you,   

Bud Wilson                   

Jim Serrick Path… 
the road to Manresa 
New road signs 
were posted in 
January for the 
drive from the 
barns to the front 
gate at Manresa.  
For the uninitiated, 
the new name is 
the Jim Serrick 
Path and we will 
refer to it on our 
maps and direc-
tions for the next 
year with that moniker.  Purchased in the 2010 Auction, 
Crystal Davidson won the right to name the street in honor 
of one of her favorite Manresa Jesuits (as if they all aren’t 
her favorites) and Father Serrick is the lucky fella.  Look for 
the lovely purple sign gracing the road. 



 

Deceased Members of  the Manresa Family 

November 15, 2009 - March 15, 2010 

Retreatant Awards Retreatant Awards Retreatant Awards Retreatant Awards November 15 to March 15November 15 to March 15November 15 to March 15November 15 to March 15        
Manresa Blazer—presented on the 50th Retreat 

John Boyko 

Victor Kochajda 

Manresa Crest—presented on the 25th Retreat 

Alan Leez  Daniel Wois 
 

Manresa Pin—presented on the 15th Retreat 

Donald Clayton Scott Davies 
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Paul Shoup  Palm Sunday  47 

Josephine Glaza  Manresa Ladies  23 

Edward Nabozny Serra Club Oakland 27 

James Fennelly  Holy Week  30 

Rose Mary Rohde Alanon   23 

Donald W. Fisher Dentist Group  35 

Augustine Wallace Jr. St. Valerie  11 

Leo Klebans  St. Irenaeus  31 

Kathleen Hermiz Manresa Ladies III 01 

Keith Spence     20 

Eternal rest grant to these O Lord, and let perpetual 

light shine upon them. 


