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Fr. Schuett Golf  Outing – 2010 

...62 Golfers join in Memorial Outing 

The day was simply magnificent.  The sun was shining 
brightly (quite a contrast to last year), the temperature 
was perfect and the fellowship robust.  It was a fitting 
tribute to Fr. Jack Schuett, SJ and to all those who make 
Manresa the special place it is.  Shenandoah was a     
wonderful host as 62 golfers (or so they professed to be) 
gathered before the round to play the scramble event.  

After the play everyone gathered in the Mixed Grille for 
a sumptuous buffet luncheon served by the delightful   
dining crew of Shenandoah Country Club.  Fr. Owens 
reflected upon his remembrances of Fr. Schuett and the 
awards won during the day were distributed.  Besides the 
50/50 raffle, there were plenty of opportunities to win 
prizes with closest to the pin and long drive holes.  We 
even had a Vegas hole, but I can’t tell you who won   
because, as we all know, it had to stay in Vegas.  The 
tournament winners were Jerry Coyne, Nick Coyne, 
Dominic Sacca and Dave Feldman with an astounding 
low score of 59.   

Our deep thanks go to Tom Youngblood and John   
Krakowiak for chairing this year’s tribute to Fr. Jack.  
They leave large shoes to fill, but Jerry Coyne has       
graciously accepted the challenge to chair the outing for 
2011.  Watch for the notices next spring and don’t miss 
the opportunity to join us for a wonderful day. 

Waters Part for 2010 Manresa  

Annual Family Picnic 

It was a dark and stormy night preceding Manresa’s Annual 
Family Picnic scheduled for Sunday, June 6th.  Over two   
inches of torrential rain swelled the Rouge river on Manresa’s 
grounds to flood a large open area just north of the Grotto, 
but by 2:00 PM on Sunday only a puddle remained and the 
Mass could begin on time. 

Cons t i tuen ts , 
s u p p o r t e r s , 
friends and 
n e i g h b o r s 
braved cool, 
cloudy weather 
and the occa-
sional sprinkle 
to attend the 
picnic, enjoying 
Manresa’s mag-
n i f i c e n t  i f    

temporarily soggy grounds and touring the historic retreat 
house.  This second annual event   continued the revival of a 
tradition that had lapsed some years before and the substantial 
turnout in 2010 boded well for future picnics.    

A sizable contingent represented Detroit’s Hispanic communi-
ty, which has received spiritual direction and guidance from 
Manresa for several years.  Carmen Fernandez, of St. Da-
mien Parish in Pontiac, was on the picnic committee.  “I can’t 
speak for all Hispanics,” she said, “but I find that Ignatian           
Spirituality appeals to my heritage not only because the source        
documents were authored in Spanish but because they call for 
savoring the spirit of Jesus through the imagination and the 
senses.” 

The event began with an outdoor liturgy at the Grotto       
celebrated by Father Robert Scullin, SJ pastor of Gesu Par-
ish in Detroit.  Standing or seated on folding chairs, attendees 
took part in the liturgy which was delivered in English and 
Spanish.  Immediately after the Mass and to observe the feast 
day, (continued on p. 3) 
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Dear Friends of  Manresa: 

Last year at our annual September dinner we celebrated 

the contribution that the Jesuits have made to the work 

of Manresa over the years by highlighting the work of 

three Jesuits who were celebrating significant anniver-

saries.  It was a chance to appreciate the specific Jesuit 

element that has shaped the character of Manresa Jesuit 

Retreat House and the programs that are offered here.   

This year the focus of our annual celebration is upon, not 

a particular individual or individuals, but rather all those 

who in so many and various ways share the fruits and 

graces of their retreats and experiences of the Exercises 

by carrying them back into the world—to their families, their work places, their 

parishes and to our community as a whole. While attending a retreat may be very 

helpful to an individual in gaining new insight, recovering a sense of peace and 

balance, or deepening their love and relationship with the Lord, we are reminded 

by St. Ignatius that “love shows itself not merely in words, but in deeds.”  An ex-

perience of the Spiritual Exercises is meant to lead an individual back into the 

world where he or she will take a more active role in sharing in the work of build-

ing the Kingdom of God which Jesus proclaimed.  By practicing the Corporal and 

Spiritual Works of Mercy, the Kingdom is made visible to a World which is in dan-

ger of losing its hope and faith in the promise of God because there are no mes-

sengers to proclaim it by their deeds. This year we wish to recognize in a special 

way all those who in response to the call they have heard while on retreat, or at-

tending a seminar, or taking part in a day of  reflection, have resolved to become 

better disciples by their service to those who are poor, neglected, or in need.  

“There are many sparks, but one Fire:  many stories, but one history”—to quote 

from a recent document of the Society of Jesus, and  each of us is called “to be a 

fire that kindles other fires” (St. Alberto Hurtado, SJ). This year we wish to cele-

brate the Manresa Family and the various ways each member is contributing their 

‘spark’ to the mission of setting the world on fire with the love of God. 

 I invite all of you to join me this year in honoring the members of the 

Manresa family who are carrying the ‘Spirit of Manresa’ out beyond our fences, 

and making the Love of God present to the men and women of our world.  This is 

the mission to which all of us have been called.  This is the mission for which 

Manresa hopes to encourage and strengthen you.  

 

 

From the Director 



What’s Been Happening 

Fr. Tom Ryan, SJ, who 
has been with us for a year 
and hal f,  has been          
appointed to the Milford 
Jesuit Spirituality Center 
o u t s i d e  C i n c i n n a t i           
beginning in mid August. 
He will be living in the   
Xavier University Jesuit 
community and commuting 
to his job at Milford.  Tom 
says he is most grateful for 
his time at Manresa and the wonderful preparation it 
has given him for his new  position. 
 

Fr. Bernie Owens, SJ will be on sabbatical in the   
coming year—a well deserved rest—but one he’ll spend 
writing a book he has been thinking about for quite a 
while. 
 

Fr. Walt Farrell, SJ spent a 
good part of the summer at 
the Jesuit Retreat Center of 
Los Altos in sunny California 
directing 30-day retreats.  The 
Center is built on the side of a 
rather steep hill, but for some-
one who just turned 94 Walt 
does not seem to mind. 
 

Fr. Greg Hyde, SJ was also in 
California at the same time, at 
a special workshop for recently 
appointed Jesuit Community 
Superiors, where he received 
helpful hints on how to deal with the rest of the Jesuits 
here. 

Fr. Leo Cachat, SJ goes even further to give and make 
retreats—he spent three weeks this last July at the Oasis 
of Life Center in Manila, the Philippines.  Nothing like 
cool Manila in late July! 

Manresa has been chosen as the site this year for the 
National Conference of Jesuit Retreat House Di-
rectors.  From August 30th to September 2nd we will 
host 40 to 50 leaders from Jesuit retreat centers across 
North America.  The participants will be discussing 
their ministries, common issues and a considerable   
period will be devoted to discerning where God is lead-
ing us as a group of those devoted to retreat ministry.  
We would appreciate your prayers for the success of 
this gathering. 

Annual Picnic  (continued from page 1)  

a Corpus Christi procession advanced 
from the Grotto to the chapel.  Father 
Scullin later said, “I was moved by the 
events of the day, by all the work in  
preparation and by the engagement of 
those present, as confirmed by positive 
feedback I received by email.  It was a 
privilege to be there and especially to 
join in honoring the linguistic traditions 
of our Hispanic guests.” 

The final blessing signaled the start of the day’s festivities 
which included that great summertime staple of freshly 
grilled hamburgers and hotdogs with all the fixings, potato 
chips, fruit punch and of course ice cream.  A canopy  
provided shelter as many guests took the opportunity to 
sit, enjoy time with family and friends and listen to live 
music by the local band Zoey featuring popular favorites.  
Kids enjoyed face-painting, a treasure hunt and interacting 
with live farm animals such as ducklings and a big fat   

rabbi t furnished by 
Bloomfield Hills Bowers 
School Farm.  The      
intermittent rain did not 
deter the kids as they ran 
around and played on 
Manresa’s vast acreage.    

The event also marked two 
key anniversaries:  Father 
Peter Fennessy’s 40 years 
in the priesthood and   
Father Walt Farrell’s 94th 
birthday.  Many friends 
and well-wishers gathered 
to congratulate these two 

dedicated Jesuits on reaching such significant milestones.  
Father Walt capped the event by drawing the winning 
ticket for the picnic’s Early Bird Raffle, with the prize  
going to Dolores Robbins, who received a cash sum plus 
two tickets to Manresa’s upcoming Dinner Gala and   
Auction on September 25th.  

As everyone headed home after a sometimes damp but 
always fun-filled day, Event Co-Chairs Bob and Lee    
Kendell with Mike Guerin, reflected on the afternoon: 

“It was a wonderful celebration.  
The Corpus Christi procession 
was reinstated with a picnic at      
Manresa for the first time since 
1941.  Nearly 300 people were 

here today, in spite of the rain.  What 
a great turnout.”         
 

Contributed by:  Rob Quinn and Paul Seibold 

Bob & Lee   Kendell, 

Picnic  Co-Chairs 

Co-chair Mike Guerin 

and  family 



Manresa Concert Series: 

            2010 – 2011 Season 
 

The recently formed Manresa Lay Retreatants 
League will sponsor the coming season of three con-
cert presentations: 

• On October 10, 2010 at 5 PM, 
Leszek Bartkiewicz, who dazzled 
the Manresa audience last year, will 
return to present an All Chopin Concert 
to celebrate the 200th Anniversary of 
Chopin’s Birth. 

• On December 5, 2010 at 3 PM, 
Cantate!, a choral ensemble resident 

at Advent Episcopal Church, Orchard Lake, and 
dedicated to the exploration and performance of a 
cappella chamber music from the Renaissance to 
contemporary choral literature, will present     
Cantate!: A Christmas Celebration. Cantate!          
specializes in warm and intimate events which 
include audience participation in seasonal sing-
alongs. 

• On March 6, 2011 at 3 PM, The Mason Cormie 
Trio (Mason Cormie on bass, Rob Fletcher on 
drums and Chris Misa on piano) will present Jazz 
in Celebration. 

Doors open one hour before curtain time.  A social with 
food and beverages follows each performance.  Tickets 
are $25 for each performance or $60 for the entire series. 
You can book in advance by mail, by phone 
(248.644.4933) or use our website to order online; tickets 
at the door are limited to availability for each perfor-
mance. Further information is available at our website.  

      - Pat Seibold, Concert Chair 

Biblical Turkey 

Last call!  By the time the next Manresa Matters goes 
to press, the pilgrims will have returned from this year’s 
Manresa trip to Turkey, travelling in the footsteps of St. 
Paul and St. John. Beginning and ending in Istanbul, we 
will visit Ankara, Cappadocia, Pamukkale, Izmir, Ephe-
sus (Our Lady’s Home), Troy and Canakkale.  We have 
32 people signed up to guarantee our price but, for 
comfort and convenience, we want to limit our numbers 
to one bus, so sign up ASAP! to insure your place.  The 
trip is organized by Nawas International who have 
served Manresa very well since 1994, and is led by Fr. 
Greg Hyde, SJ and Fr. Peter Fennessy, SJ of the 
Manresa staff.  We go November 1 to 12, 2010.  Cost 
starts at $2299.  See all the details on our website, or call 
for further information. 

RCIA Programs 

Fr. Tom Kuehnemund, pastor of St. Benedict 
Church in Waterford, brought his RCIA group here 
for an evening retreat just before Holy Week because 
he thought time at a retreat house would be a great 
way to prepare the group for their entry into the 
Catholic Church.  Interestingly,  Deb Schinder, 
Adult Formation Coordinator at Holy Name parish, 
brought her RCIA class to Manresa just after Easter 
to show them how Manresa could help support and 
develop their spiritual life after they finished the 
RCIA program, and also to let them feel at home at a 
retreat house.  During the 90 minute visit Fr.        
Fennessy offered a slide show, a question and answer 
period, a tour of the house, refreshments and finished 
the afternoon with a vesper service.  Each participant 
received literature about retreats and Ignatian Spiritu-
ality.  We believe this is a great idea for any RCIA 
class and one we hope will catch on with other RCIA 
directors.  Give this copy of Manresa Matters to the 
director in your parish and show them this article.  A 
little Manresa evangelization may help introduce a 
whole new group of people to Manresa.  Call Hugh 
Buchanan or Fr. Fennessy for more details.  We 
would be delighted to tailor an  afternoon with those 
directing parish RCIA programs.  

 

Our Come and See Program 

Originally begun so that retreatants can come part way 
through the year and get a spiritual pick-me-up to carry 
them through to their next annual retreat, the day of 
renewal has matured into something else.  Some of our 
retreatants have brought their friends and family to 
Manresa’s Retreatants Reflection, for an afternoon     
introduction to Manresa.  It proved very  successful and 
now we want to formally open this afternoon of renewal 
to our new friends also.  What is Manresa like?  Intro-
ducing Manresa to a relative or a friend may prove life 
changing for them and you.  Come and see, bring a 
friend. 



Upcoming Program Offerings at ManresaUpcoming Program Offerings at ManresaUpcoming Program Offerings at ManresaUpcoming Program Offerings at Manresa    
Registration: Credit card payment accepted by phone 248.644.4933 or Website www.manresa-sj.org  

or by check payable to Manresa in mail to Manresa, 1390 Quarton Road, Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304-3554 
I I I I ––––    EXTENDED PROGRAMSEXTENDED PROGRAMSEXTENDED PROGRAMSEXTENDED PROGRAMS    

The Spiritual Exercises in Daily Life 

Each September peo-
ple all over the world 
begin The Spiritual Ex-
ercises in Daily Life, a 
form of the Spiritual 
Exercises of St. Ignati-
us Loyola which re-
quires one hour of 
prayer a day for nine 
months and a weekly 
meeting with one’s 
individual retreat director.  September is chosen so that the 
course of one’s  progress through the Exercises may con-
form more closely to the Church’s Liturgical Year.  More 
details are available on Manresa’s website. If you are interest-
ed in making such a retreat, call Ann Dillon at Manresa who 
will select a Spiritual Director appropriate for you. Tuition is 
$640 in eight monthly installments and a one-time copying 
fee of $25. 

In Spiritu:  
Prayer of  the Body and Spirit 
2010 Fall Program 

Incarnational prayer:  prayer of breath, therapeutic postures, 
sacred music, and quiet meditation can deepen our worship 
of the Father. We invite you to join us for In Spiritu  … a 
time for solitude  and silence … a time for prayer and medi-
tation … a time for withdrawal and meditation …a time to 
re-focus your attention on God.  Come join with us in our 
prayer of body and spirit.  Our program will create a space 
for peace and meditation within you and provide for an 
“upward lifting” of your mind, heart, and spirit to that of 
Christ.   

Leader: Grace Seroka, Graduate of the Ignatian Spirituality 
Program, Certified instructor and member of YAGD (Yoga 
Association of Greater Detroit ) 

Dates:  Monday Evenings 

Session I: Aug. 23;  Sept. 13, 20, 27;  Oct. 4, 11, 18  

Session II: Oct. 25; Nov. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29; Dec.  6, 13 

Time: 5:30 – 6:45 PM  

Cost:     $70 for Session I, $80 for Session II (paid in ad-
vance.) Drop-in for single classes is $12.  Payments can be 
made the day of the class. 

Equipment:    Please bring your exercise mat and blanket or 
towel (some extra mats are available for your use.)  Thera-
peutic bands are needed and are available for purchase at a 
cost of $8.  Registration:  See above.  

Women to Women 

You are warmly invited to join the 
Women to Women group for 
coffee, conversation, prayer and 
faith sharing. "Come As You Are" 
is our theme as we gather together 
to break open Scripture, to listen, 
and to share our stories.  Life is 
challenging, and we all need to re-
energize, to be heard, affirmed, 
spiritually nourished and renewed. 
Come when you can, come as you 
are, and grow with us in Christ. 
No registration necessary.   

When: Monday, Aug. 30;  Sept. 13, 27;       Oct. 18;  Nov. 1, 
15, 29; Dec 13 
Where: The Manresa Jesuit Retreat House Library 
Time: 9:30 AM Coffee 
 10: 00 – 11:30 AM Prayer and Faith Sharing  
Facilitator: Mary McKeon 
Cost: Donations to Manresa gratefully accepted 
See our Web site for more information. 
 

Who Do You Say That I Am? 
With Janis Fletcher, PhD. 

The class is about how the 
early Christians came to a 
deeper awareness of Jesus’ 
identity and mission by 
searching their Scriptures for 
illumination. How Growing  
Christian Insight into Jesus’ 
Identity Redefined Old 
Terms.  Each New Testa-
ment title for Jesus—Christ/
Messiah, Son of God, Son of Man, the Word, the Lord, 
among others—is rooted in the Old Testament.  We will 
explore the Biblical background of some of these titles in the 
hope of coming to a deeper insight into Jesus ourselves.   

Tuesdays, 9:30 – 11:30: Sept 14 & 28, Oct 12 & 26,                       
                            Nov 9 & 23,  Dec 7 
$75 per person ($40 for second family member) 
 

Cost includes a $20 nonrefundable registration fee. 
To register send Jan a $20 check made out to Janis Fletcher,  
28511 Lathrup Blvd, Lathrup Village MI 48076, and include 
your address, phone number, and e-mail   address. For fur-
ther information, call Jan at 248.569.2802 or email her at 
Scripturewithjan@yahoo.com. 



I—EXTENDED PROGRAMS    III—ONE�DAY PROGRAMS 

Reading Seminar for 2010-2011 

Four Jesuit Priests will be leading discussions on readings 
from literature, religion and culture, the Spiritual Exercises of 
St. Ignatius of Loyola, and finally on the death and resurrec-
tion of Jesus  
Fr. Justin Kelly, SJ on September 14 & 28, October 12 & 26. 

Fr. Simon Hendry, SJ on November 9 & 30,December 14, 
January 25 & February 8 

Fr. John Staudenmeier, SJ on March 1, 15 & 29 

Fr. Ben Hawley, SJ on April 12 & May 3 & 17 

Day and Time:  Tuesday evenings, 7:00 till 9:30 PM at    
Manresa.  

Cost: $300; payments are quarterly, i.e., $75 per payment. 
 

Spirituality and Ecology 

A “Great Books” series of  four sessions led by                  
Fr. Leo Cachat, SJ 

Dates: Wednesdays;  September 15, October. 27,   
November 17 & December 15. 
Time: All these sessions will run from 7 to 9 PM 

Material: The Universe Is a Green Dragon, and The Hidden Heart 
of the Cosmos, both by Brian Swimme; and the DVD The 
Earth's Imagination  by Brian Swimme 
Cost: $20 per session or $60 for all four sessions  

Registration: See above. 

Calling All Marthas 

Once again busy women (that's you!) are invited to 
spend a reflective, spiritually enriching evening, vis-
iting the home of Martha and Mary.  If you can not 
get away for an entire weekend retreat, this is an 
opportunity to come together with other women to 
experience the serenity and beauty of Manresa and 
to honor the Mary within. Come alone, or bring 
family and friends.  
The evening begins with dinner and shared conver-
sation at 6 PM followed by a presentation, time for 
quiet prayer, and ends with a candlelight prayer ser-
vice in the Chapel. Don't miss this opportunity for 
shared prayer at Manresa. 

Facilitator:   Mary McKeon 

Date:  Wednesday 13 October, 2010 
Time: 6:00 PM – 9:15 PM 

Cost: $ 35 (includes $10 deposit and dinner)  

To Register: See above. 

Making a Good Decision:  
A Workshop on Ignatian Discernment 

Are you faced with having to make a decision that 
may impact your personal life, family or social life, 
or career? For example: Should I go to this or that 
school? Should I look for a new job or stay where I 
am? Should I stay in this relationship or not? Should 
I care for my ailing parent at home or in a nursing 
home? If so, then this workshop is for you! 

Workshop participants will learn the basics of St. 
Ignatius’ writings on discernment so that they can 
begin to apply these practical rules to a concrete 
decision—major or minor—in their lives. Questions 
to be answered include:  When is our discernment 
required? What can our feelings tell us about God’s 
will? What steps can I take to make sure that my 
ultimate choices are for God’s greater glory in and 
through me? How do I know when to act on        
my decision?                          .  
Reflection materials will be mailed to participants 
prior to the workshop to make the most of our time 
together. 

Facilitator:  Annmarie Cano Wurm, PhD.  

When:  Sunday, October 24, 2010 from 2 -7:30 PM 

Cost:  $45 (includes readings, postage, and dinner) 
To Register: Mail a $20 nonrefundable deposit (to 
be applied toward the cost of the workshop) to 
Manresa by October 20 (checks payable to 
“Manresa”). You may also register with a credit card 
online or by calling the Manresa Office.  

The Discernment of  Spirits According to 
St. Ignatius of  Loyola 

This workshop includes: an analysis of Ignatius' principles 
for discerning movements of God and the Evil One in us; 
practicing with case studies; time for discussion in small and 
large groups; enjoyable community in the Advent/Christmas 
spirit. 

Presenters:  Fr. Bernie Owens, SJ and Ann Dillon 

Place:  Manresa Jesuit Retreat House 

Dates: Friday, December 10 (7:30 PM) thru Sunday, Decem-
ber 12, (12:30 PM) 

Cost:   $195 for residents; $155 for commuters (which in-
cludes $40 nonrefundable registration fee) 

Registration deadline:  December 1, 2010 

Note:  Once you have registered, readings and study notes 
will be mailed to you to help you prepare for the workshop.        
To register: See above. 

II—WEEKEND PROGRAMS 



Capital Improvements for ManresaCapital Improvements for ManresaCapital Improvements for ManresaCapital Improvements for Manresa    
Tuomey	Fountain	Rescued	

A special appeal was made during the Spirit of Manresa Dinner and Auction last year for those attending to contribute 
to a special effort to repair the Tuomey Fountain located on the southeast corner of the main building.  The years were 
not kind to the popular fountain as gradual seepage and erosion undermined the structure and due to the considerable 
weight of the huge stones, the shifting eventually sheered the fountain plumbing.  It was obvious a permanent founda-
tion and new fountain works were needed.  Dave Morgan, one of Manresa’s staff, was assigned as the project manager 
to solicit bids and manage the effort. 

Dave, and his partner Peter Luyckx, decided the 
heavy moving and technical installation should be 
handled by the contractors, but they would com-
plete all the landscaping requirements themselves.  
Construction continued through the winter and 
early spring with a deadline to be ready by the Man-
resa Family Picnic.   The results speak for       
themselves as the fountain and landscaping were 
complete in time for the later May retreats and the 
picnic.  What is most important is that a peaceful 
and prayerful space on the grounds has been     
restored and will serve as a holy place of prayer for 
many visiting Manresa’s beautiful grounds well into 
the future. 

New	Computers	Installed!	

As the world speeds along its merry way, Manresa has always been a place of respite from the fast-paced world.  That is 
all well and good except when one is trying to sustain all of the business and ministerial needs with some pretty old and 
let us just say a rather diverse set of computers and associated software.  The patchwork of computers and various pro-
grams just could not keep up with the growing demand for digital formats and the simple need to organize the growing 
volumes of excellent material from new programs.   

A special appeal went out last spring asking for additional funding for capital improvements to our electronic infrastruc-
ture.  Praise God and you that the needed funds were received and a plan to upgrade to a standard platform with a 
standard software load are being rolled out as I write this.  All of our computers will now be linked, calendar and task 
functions can be coordinated and file systems organized.  Wow, we can actually see what each of us is doing.  There is 
still much to do toward our next big technical improvement, streamlining the database, but that will be another story.  
Our deepest appreciation to all who made this possible.   

Manresa is on Facebook?!?      ...and the answer is yes!   

During the winter and spring meetings of the Picnic Organizing Committee, we were discussing how 
we could reach some of the younger people about the picnic.  Rob Quinn, who has volunteered to help us establishing 
more of a presence on the internet, suggested we finally take the leap and use the picnic to experiment with   social media 
for the event.  He informed us that many (if not most, including my teenage son) do not use email any longer as their  
primary connecting tool to their friends and favorite organizations, they use Facebook for everything.  The revelation 
came home when I found out my 50 year old brother no longer uses email...he uses Facebook to find out what is going on 
with family!  The experiment was a ‘rousing’ success and we decided it was worthwhile to have our own FB and LinkedIn 
pages. 

There are links on our Manresa website (yes we still use it...and it is very good  -   www.manresa-sj.org ) to connect with 
the two giant electronic communities.  If you have a Facebook page already or a LinkedIn page, search for Manresa and 
become one of our friends...we will use the site for advanced notifications of events and Fr. Fennessy is inserting, from 
time to time, a “thought for the day” you will want to read.   

We anticipate using more electronic means for message delivery including occasional emails.  If you have not yet given us 
your email address on a registration card, go into our website and click on the registration button.  There will be a form to 
update our records with your email address.                 Hugh 



Married Couples Retreat  -   
August 6 – 8           . 

Revitalize the bonds of your 

marriage by spending a precious 
few days in the serenity and   
beauty of Manresa. It is a gift you 
can give to each other which is 
like no other. Make a commit-
ment to each other this year and 
spend a few days strengthening 
your walk with your partner God 
has given you to share life. Come 
and See what God has in store for 
you. 
 

Retreat for Divorced and      
Separated – August 13 - 15  

Amid the tragic circumstances of 
dealing with loss and separation 
are small islands of hope which 
give us room to recover as we 
search for answers. It is a quest 
that brings us through many dif-
ferent places and touches every 
phase of our lives, including our 
faith. Part of the journey requires 
spaces which give us rest and  
assurances of unconditional 
love…a peace which God wants 
you to know. So make a decision 
to come aside and rest and      
experience the peace which only 
God can give. 

Directors:     

Fr. Leo Cachat, SJ, 

    Ms. Mary McKeon and  

                  Mr. Denis Naeger 

Fall Retreat Schedule 

The retreat schedule for the fall is highlighted below.  Many of you will recognize your 

weekend, but still many others may have missed their retreat last spring or would like to 

attend another weekend.  There are openings available as the schedule indicates below.  

If you would like to attend a retreat, please register by calling Manresa at 248.644.4933 or 

by using the easy and secure on-line registration at our website ( www.manresa-sj.org ).   

Upcoming Retreats 

Conference Retreats for Men 

Date  Patron/Description  Director  Openings 

  8/27 – 29 Fr. Jack Schuett, SJ  Ms. Mildred Frank      40    
        AA Retreat for Men 
  9/10 – 12 St. Stephan Pongracz, SJ  Fr. Peter Fennessy, SJ      50  

  9/17 – 19 Blessed Leonard Kimura, SJ Fr. Peter Fennessy, SJ      43 

10/  8 – 10 St. Francis Borgia, SJ  Fr. Peter Fennessy, SJ      44 

10/14 – 17 St. John Ogilvie, SJ  Fr. Peter Fennessy, SJ      30 

10/22 – 24 St. Alphonsus Rodriguez, SJ Fr. Jim Serrick, SJ      52 

11/  5 –   7 Blessed Rupert Mayer, SJ  Fr. Norm Dickson, SJ      47 

11/12 – 14 St. Stanislaus Kostka, SJ  TBA        44 

12/  3 –   5 St. Francis Xavier, SJ  Fr. Jim Serrick, SJ      38 

 

Conference Retreats for Women 

Date  Patron/Description  Director  Openings 

  9/21 – 23 Blessed Francisco Garate, SJ Fr. Leo Cachat, SJ      53 

10/  1 –   3 St. Robert Bellarmine, SJ  Ms. Mary McKeon      33 

10/28 – 31 St. Dominic Collins, SJ  Fr. Leo Cachat, SJ      36 

11/19 – 21 Blessed Miguel Pro, SJ  Fr. Leo Cachat, SJ      53 

11/26 – 28 Fr. Edward Dowling, SJ  Fr. Peter Fennessy, SJ      49 
        AA Retreat for Women 
 

Conference Retreats for Men and Women 

Date  Patron/Description  Director  Openings 

  8/  5 –   8 St. Ignatius of Loyola, SJ  Fr. Leo Cachat, SJ,      19 
       Married Couples Retreat Mr. Denis Naeger & 
      Ms. Mary McKeon 

 

  8/13 – 15  St. Alberto Hurtado Cruchaga,SJ Fr. Leo Cachat, SJ,      21 
             Separated and Divorced  Mr. Denis Naeger & 
      Ms. Mary McKeon 

       

  8/20 – 22 St. Peter Claver, SJ  Fr. Jim Serrick, SJ &      43 

                Inner City Parishes       Fr. Jim O’Reilly, SJ 

“Nothing is more practical than finding God….” 

    Pedro Arrupe, SJ (1917—1991) 

         Make time to find God at Manresa this year...don’t miss the chance. 



Mass at 5:00 PM 

Hors D’oeuvres    Silent Auction 

Live Auction      Raffle 

Dinner        Dancing 

 

SAVE THE DATE SAVE THE DATE SAVE THE DATE SAVE THE DATE     

forforforfor    

 

The 7th Annual Spirit of  Manresa Dinner and Auction 

Hosted byHosted byHosted byHosted by    

Manresa Jesuit Retreat HouseManresa Jesuit Retreat HouseManresa Jesuit Retreat HouseManresa Jesuit Retreat House    

    
 

Celebrating Manresa On Its MissionCelebrating Manresa On Its MissionCelebrating Manresa On Its MissionCelebrating Manresa On Its Mission    

When: Saturday, September 25, 2010   

Where:  The Westin Southfield 

  1500 Town Center 

  Southfield, Michigan  48075 

 
Cost:  General Admission:  $150 per person 

                          Benefactor:     $250 per person 

  Table Sponsorship  $1,300 for a Table of 10 

The Benefactor Ticket includes a post-event celebration with the Jesuits in early December.  

 

Honorary Co-Chair Persons:       General  Co-Chair Persons:   

 Monsignor John Zenz      Jack & Kathleen McInerney  

 Basil Bacall       Steve & Susan Raymond 

 Cal and Phyllis Peters Look     Paul & Patricia Seibold 

We are looking for a few ‘stories’... 

The Theme for our “Celebrate Manresa” dinner this year will be “A Fire that Kindles other Fires!” We are planning that       

evening to celebrate the members of the Manresa family who have taken the sparks kindled during their retreats back home 

to share with others by offering service in their communities.   Some of you visit the sick and the elderly, others take com-

munion to those who are home-bound.  Others volunteer their time working in the many centers around the city offering 

food to the hungry, and in countless other ways practicing the Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy.  We would like to 

know your stories and experiences and also to have some photographs related to your ministry to feature at our celebration 

in September.  Please contact either Hugh Buchanan or Fr. Greg Hyde and let us know more about the work that you are 

doing. 



Spirit of  Manresa Dinner and Auction:  

Manresa on Its Mission:  

 A fire that kindles other fires 

As the auction committee talked about the Spirit of Manresa 
Dinner and Auction, the conversation began to be reflective.  
We remembered the events of 2009 and the wonderful cele-
bration last year.  We recalled the many fitting tributes to the 
three Jesuits who were honored last year, Frs. Owens, Ser-
rick and Farrell on their significant anniversaries.  But then 
we began to recount all of the people who were affected by 
them and their experience at Manresa and shared their expe-
rience with us.  We were impressed by the number of those 
affiliated in one way or another with Manresa who were 
working in hospice, hospitals, mission work and other are-
nas not only as paid experts in their fields, but as volunteers 
lending from their hearts the gifts God gave them.   

We knew something special was evident in our conversa-
tion.  Manresa’s mission is much larger than the conference 
retreats, individually directed retreats and other spiritual pro-
grams.  The mission of Manresa extends to the larger com-
munity as retreatants, spiritual directors and volunteers bring 
their gifts as a result of a calling they heard here.  A fire was 
lit during their stay which changed them in a way to light 
other fires by their outreach, be it only an invitation to come 
to Manresa for Mass!  ‘A fire that kindles other fires’, as 
the 35th General Congregation put it and a perfect theme to 
celebrate this year for the annual Spirit of Manresa Dinner 
and Auction.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We will gather at the Westin of Southfield, 1500 Town Center 
Road in Southfield, Michigan on Saturday, September 25th, 
beginning at 5:00 PM with a concelebrated Mass by the 
Manresa Jesuits and other distinguished clergy.  The Mass 
will be followed by hors d’oeuvres, a silent auction, and then 
dinner, a short program, live auction and music and dancing 
to complete the evening.  It will mark the seventh year we 
gather together to celebrate what God is doing on the cor-
ner of Quarton and Woodward.  We do hope you can join 
us this year.  Tickets are $150 per person.  Patron tickets are 
$250.  Table sponsorships are available. We are taking reserva-
tions now for this momentous event.  Reserve your place at the 
table by calling the office or by visiting our website. 

See Our Online Catalog 

That special evening of celebration is also marked by 
two distinct auctions: a silent auction before the dinner 
begins, and a live auction after the dinner finishes. 

You may wish to take a look at the various items being 
offered and to think over what you might wish to bid 
on.  In fact—beginning on September 1—you can take 
a look at the items that will be in these auctions by vis-
iting Manresa online.  Links from the home page and 
the auction page will lead you to an up-to-date catalog 
of the individual items being offered, their estimated 
value, and the generous benefactor who donated them 
to us. 

 

Attention:  Raffle Ticket Buyers and 
Sellers! 

In April and May of this year we sent two books of 
raffle tickets to many of our friends asking them to 
either buy or sell them.  As a last resort, we asked that 
they be returned if not sold.  To date we have only re-
ceived replies from about 26% of the mailings and we 
have sold about 10% of the tickets mailed.  If you still 
have your books to sell/buy/return we ask you try to 
do that by September 1st to insure we can get all of the 
tickets into the drawing for the $5,000 prize at the Din-
ner on September 25th.   

If you are interested in buying tickets (or adding to the 
stash you already bought), tickets are still available at 
the Front Office.  You can stop by and purchase them, 
or call and have them sent.  You only have a few weeks 
left…and you might forget!   

Thank you for all your help.  Hugh. 

 

McGrail Fund Contributions  

The McGrail Fund was established in 2002 by the 
Board of Directors to support the growing Mission 
of Manresa.  The Board recognized Manresa’s finan-
cial needs were likely to grow, and since a part of our 
Mission is to offer opportunities to the ill, elderly and 
impoverished, financial support would have to come 
from sources other than retreatants.  The Fund aims 
to supplement the operating budget of Manresa and, 
as determined by the Board, to pay for necessary  
capital improvements, program expansion, develop-
ment costs, and other expenditures.  We have includ-
ed an envelope with this issue of Manresa Matters 
and request that you consider a gift to the McGrail 
Fund.  It is one way to help    Manresa sustain our 
Mission for the long term.   



THE VOLUNTEERS CORNER 

Life is a gift given to us by God, a gift filled with hopes and 
dreams graced with the fire of love and a burning desire to be 
shared.  The Spirit that calls us to share is the Holy One that 
dwells in our hearts. This need to share our precious gifts of 
time and self is an invitation to serve all of God’s creation to the 
end of time.  For this we were created. 

Our Lord calls each of us by name blessing us with unique gifts 
and talents.  Manresa offers many opportunities to share our 
humble gifts in praise and thanksgiving in a variety of volunteer 
opportunities.    We can praise Him on our knees in the chapel 
or in his garden tending his flowers filling the air with a sweet 
fragrance and the world with a rainbow of color.  We can honor 
him with food and frolic, praise and song, serving all his children 
at our annual Family Picnic.  We can join in the camaraderie of 
planning our much honored Annual Dinner Auction.  We can 
celebrate Manresa as a welcoming community through our Open 
House. Whether the gift of love is lectoring at daily Mass, host-
ing an event, chairing a committee, organizing a special event, 
stuffing an envelope or mailing an invitation, great or small, vol-
unteers are God’s treasures.   

Pure joy comes only with the sharing of one’s very self with oth-
er’s, a gift of giving.  We here at Manresa call that a SPIRIT 
FILLED HEART, the heart of a volunteer.  God’s beauty in 
creation is never ending.  We are part of that beauty, part of the 
never ending canvas of living a life of service and love. 

To learn more about Manresa’s family of volunteers contact 
Hugh Buchanan at 248.644.4933 or by email hbuchan-
an@manresa-sj.org 

I’ve Been Reading 

A Pilgrim in a Pilgrim Church by Rembert G. Weakland, 
OSB. Eerdmans, 2009. 

These are the memoirs of the former Archbishop of 
Milwaukee, from his impoverished childhood in Penn-
sylvania, through his training as a Benedictine, his ten 
years as Abbot Primate of the Benedictines under Paul 
VI, and 25 more years as Archbishop under John Paul 
II.  It is an honest story of what it was like to have a 
front row seat during momentous times, amid personal 
and ecclesial problems, friends with one pope and of-
ten in conflict with the other.  An insider’s tale well 
worth reading. 
 

A Moment in Manresa History 

In 1852 the estate of Chesney Blake passed briefly to 
James Fitzpatrick, who died three years later. Then that 
precise section which is Manresa today was bought by 
Fanny E. Fish, daughter of Deacon Elijah and Fanny 
(Spencer) Fish.  Elijah had come to Bloomfield Town-
ship in 1820 and chaired the first town meeting in 
1827. Another daughter of his was the first white child 
born in Bloomfield. His brother, Imri, in 1825 commit-
ted Bloomfield Township’s first two murders, doing in 
Polly Utter and her daughter Cynthia Ann with an axe; 
Imri became the first inmate of the Oakland County 
Jail.  Land donated to bury the Utters became Green-
wood Cemetery on Oak Street.  Elijah’s son Edmund 
was in the first graduating class (11 students) of the U. 
of Michigan at Ann Arbor in 1845. In 1860 Fanny (the 
daughter) gave her aging parents a Life Lease to the 
Manresa property, and after Elijah died, she and her 
mother sold the property in 1866 to Susan Stephens. 

Fishing List  

While the Rouge does meander through Manresa’s lovely 
grounds, that isn’t the type of trolling I am trying to bring to 
your attention.  As the summer months roll by there are a few 
requests we would like to present to the community to help 
us maintain the serenity and peacefulness many have come to 
cherish.  We need to bolster the tree-lined barrier along Quar-
ton Road with some new shrubbery and saplings which will 
eventually replace the aging 
growth separating the grounds 
from the noise and bustle of the 
road.  We would enjoy direct 
contributions of evergreen trees, 
dense shrubs or monetary contri-
bution to support the purchase 
of either.   

Secondly, we would really like to 
find an electric golf cart we can modify for transport of garden 
tools and water to the outlying garden spaces.  An electric cart 
would be quiet and efficient.  If you can help with either of 
these special needs, please call Hugh Buchanan. 

Light in the Darkness 

Would you like to make a difference in today’s world?  
Be a Good Samaritan, be compassionate!  Pray for 
God’s light to shine in areas of great darkness.  Make 
a difference!  Get a prayer pamphlet today and say the 
short prayer daily with thousands of others.  Call 
248.723.5657. 

 

 

—Bill Wittenberg 



    

Deceased Members of  the Manresa Family 

March 15, 2010 - July 15, 2010 
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