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CAPITAL IDEA
As anyone who owns an older home can attest, there is always 
something to fix-up, tear-down and improve. It certainly is no 
different here at Manresa. Last year, Manresa had a long list 
of  Capital needs and improvements (Manresa’s version of  a 
honey-do list.) A number of  them were unplanned expenses, 
including repair of  the storm drain, the Main Boiler (ouch!) 
the Fire System and our trusty old Kitchen Oven. These, 
and other anticipated expenses such as painting the north 
side of  the house and courtyard, purchasing a new washing 
machine and upgrading our water wheel, were  accomplished 
thanks to Manresa’s Capital Fund. This fund is financed by 
a yearly Campaign which began this year with a Fundraising 
event hosted by the Board held at the Detroit Institute of  
Arts. Several Manresa participants and their guests enjoyed 
a Strolling Dinner, talks by Fr. Peter Fennessy and Carole 
Sugrue, and then viewed the Rembrandt and the Face of  
Jesus exhibition. This wonderful evening gave our Campaign 
a jump-start, bringing in over $13,000.

Because of  the unexpected repairs, Manresa’s Contingency 
Fund (established for just such emergencies) was depleted. 
Therefore, our Capital Campaign this year will have a two-
fold objective: To complete the funding for the Stations of  
the Cross Renovations and to rebuild the Contingency Fund.

We began the initiative 
to renovate the Stations 
of  the Cross last year. To 
date, we have had 103 
pledges and gifts directed 
towards the Stations for 
a total of  $117,690. All 
but 3 of  the Stations have 
been adopted, with 11 benches still available. Combined with 
the many other dedicated gifts we have received, when the 

MANRESA ASSEMBLY ROOM DEDICATED
Following the First Friday Mass in March, several Mass 
participants gathered in the newly renovated Assembly 
Room as Fr. Greg Hyde, SJ led us in a prayer of  dedication. 
Who knew there was a dedication prayer for an Assembly 
Room? Wow. 

Along with the room, the outside stairs and patio were in 
desperate need of  refurbishment.  The stairs were chipped 
and broken, the underlying foundation compromised on 
several steps and the landing area showed the wear and 
tear of  many years.  The carpet in the room was stained 
and worn, the walls marked and scuffed. Several of  the 
ceiling tiles needed replacement.

Thanks to the generosity of  many people who donated 
during the Dedicated Giving at the 2011 Dinner and 
Auction (see list on page 10) we had the funds to 
paint, replace the flooring and purchase new fixtures. 
Contributing their significant talents in the repair were 

(Continued on page 10)

The Supper at Emmaus, 1648, oil  on panel, Musée de Louvre, Paris

(Continued on page 9)
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The temperatures outside my window this afternoon are 
hovering around 70 degrees on this March 14th —certainly not 
your typical reading for the last days of  the official winter season. 
While it is certainly a mercy for those of  us who remember the 
many Marches of  yesteryear when winter went out as a lion 
rather than as a lamb, I can’t help but feel a nagging worry about 
the unseasonable warmth and what it might mean for all the 

trees and bushes on the property if  Winter stages a vengeful return.

The grounds at Manresa have been much on our minds these days as we prepare to begin 
work on the renovation of  the Stations of  the Cross. Thanks to your generosity, we have 
been able to move forward on this very important project. Once the refurbished Stations 
are in place, we plan to landscape each station, installing benches where people can stop 
to rest and pray, and eventually hope to redo the walkway around the stations as well. If  
anyone would like to contribute toward the landscaping project or the renovation of  the 
walkway, please contact Rita Tinetti at rtinetti@manresa-sj.org or ext. *815.

Brother Mike has been very busy over the winter tidying up the banks of  the Rouge River 
that passes through our property. Eventually we hope to replant the cleared out areas 
with native species of  plants, cultivate a more welcoming environment for the various 
birds who pass through Manresa, and otherwise do what we can to be good stewards of  
this little acre of  God’s beautiful world that we have been given. It won’t be long before 
the garden volunteers appear to begin their work of  tending the flower beds around the 
property. If  you would like to lend your hand to help with grounds beautification, please 
contact either Brother Mike or Hugh Buchanan at hbuchanan@manresa-sj.org or ext. 
*811.

Finally, although it’s hardly yet Spring, we’re already beginning to plan for our Fall event 
to Celebrate Manresa! The theme of  this year’s event will be Celebrate Manresa—A 
Community of  Communities. At this year’s event we would like to recognize all the 
various groups who gather at Manresa for inspiration and nurturing, who, through their 
varied services to the community, represent an important expression of  the Spirit of  this 
house. If  you would like to be recognized at this year’s event, we encourage you to contact 
our offices so that we can learn more about you and include you in the program of  our 
anniversary event.

Wishing all of  you a very blessed Easter celebration and the graces of  the season!   

Yours in Christ,

Fr. Greg Hyde, SJ
Executive Director Manresa Jesuit Retreat House

P.S. We welcome you to walk Manresa’s grounds for prayer and meditation. Bring a friend., 
the kids. We are always amazed when we discover a neighbor who has never been on our 
property. Enjoying our beautiful acres during this lovely spell of  weather is a wonderful 
way to introduce Manresa to someone new.



Help Keep Manresa  
a Beautiful Place to Pray

Having a beautiful outdoor space in which to meditate 
and pray is essential to the many people who visit 
Manresa seeking an experience of  God. Keeping the 
grounds in order and in bloom is a big job. Volunteers 
are needed to help clean up the debris left from winter’s 
ravages and prepare the flower beds for planting. With 
the renovation of  the Stations of  the Cross this summer, 
more effort will be needed to spruce up Manresa’s 
grounds. You can help by getting your hands a little 
dirty on May 5 or May 19 when we band together to 
beautify Manresa.  We begin at 8:30 AM and work until 
noon. Anyone of  any age or ability is welcome. Students 
will earn service hours. It is a very rewarding few hours 
as the grounds start to take shape and expectations 
of  blossoms begin to cascade into our imaginations. 
Ongoing opportunities for planting and weeding are 
also available.

Call the Front Office 248-644-4933 for details or email 
info@manresa-sj.org

Please join us Saturday May 5 or May 19 to help.

Do you have plants you are thinning out of  your 
garden? Please think of  Manresa before you head to 
the compost heap. Manresa would love your (non-
invasive)  unwanted perrenials like hosta or lillies.

Fr. Jim Serrick, SJ to Celebrate his  
Golden Jubilee
You and your friends are cordially invited to a celebration of  
Fr. James Serrick’s Fiftieth Anniversary as a priest.  Father 
Serrick, SJ was ordained by 
Bishop Zalesky on June 16, 
1962, at Colombiere Center 
in Clarkston, Michigan. He 
served as Executive Director of  
Manresa Jesuit Retreat House 
from 1995 until 2007.

Fr. Serrick asks you to join 
him in a solemn Mass of  
Thanksgiving to be offered 
at Gesu Church in Detroit 
at 10:30 AM, June 10.  Gesu 
is located on McNichols Rd. four blocks east of  Livernois 
across from the University of  Detroit Mercy campus. Secure 
parking is available. A reception will follow the Mass.  Fr. 
Serrick suggests that any donations be given to Gesu’s St. 
Vincent de Paul Society or to St. Peter and Paul’s Warming 
Center for the homeless.

It would be difficult to 
imagine a better party than 
last year’s Spirit of  Manresa 
Dinner and Auction, held 
at the Troy Marriott, but 
as the planning committee 
for 2012 firms up this year’s 
event, they’ve told us it will 
be a “step up” from last 
year – and we are all very excited about the prospect. Very 
apparent during last year’s event was the strong community 
bond which characterizes what Manresa has become.  With 
so many Manresa participants giving of  themselves in so 
many ways, this year’s theme emerged easily, almost as if  self-
evident: “Celebrating Manresa on its Mission--A Community 
of  Communities”.

The 2012 Spirit of  Manresa Dinner and Auction will be 
held at the Troy Marriott – we have reduced the ticket price 

and plan to add some really fun 
activities to bring our community 
together in a bigger way. So, join us 
on September 22nd. Reservations 
will be accepted now—just call or 
use the online reservation notice at 
www.manresa-sj.org. Sponsorship 
and advertising opportunities are 
contact auction@manresa-sj.org. 

  Submitted by Bud Wilson, Auction Coordinator

TELL US YOUR STORY
Manresa’s mission is “to help men and women grow spiritually 
through prayer, reflection, guidance, and teaching according 
to the Ignatian tradition.”  The Mission encompasses the 
teaching, guidance, spiritual counseling and sacramental 
offerings at Manresa and extends to the work of  those who, 
once exposed to the Exercises and Ignatian Spirituality, 
find themselves engaged in outreach efforts to their parish 
community and the Archdiocese.  

We want to acknowledge and celebrate all the Lord is 
doing in your community because of  your involvement in 
the Manresa community. We invite you to send us a note 
about your participation in your local community ministry.  
Let us know what you are doing … and include how your 
Manresa experience has helped you in your ministry in your 
community.  Email us at rtinetti@manresa-sj.org

Save the Date!
The 9th Annual Spirit of  Manresa Gala 

September 22, 2012 
5 pm Liturgy; Dinner at 6 pm 

The Troy Marriott 
Celebrate Manresa on its Mission:  

A Community of  Communities



Volunteer Corner      
Concert Series a Success 

Submitted by Pat Siebold, Concert Series Chair

Manresa’s concert series began when Todd McClimanus 
donated the lovely Baldwin concert grand piano gracing 
Wernet Lounge in honor of  his mother, a talented concert 
pianist. The piano is a beautiful instrument that has proven 
eminently playable by a number of  artists but will require the 
ongoing attention of  a piano technician to ensure its reliability 
long-term. The concerts serve to offset that expense, as well 
as to provide Sunday afternoons of  leisure and fellowship 
while exploring various musical genres. 

The concerts have been a learn-as-you-go process. From 
the outset we perceived our biggest challenge to be finding 
quality artists and groups. For the first season we drew on our 
own contacts with musical talent and they did not disappoint.  
Since then, we have connected with gifted amateur and semi-
professional musicians in the Detroit Metro area and our 
guests’ enthusiasm has rewarded our efforts.

Shortly before the final performance in Manresa’s second 
concert series of  2011-12, artist bookings were complete 
for the 2012-13 season. From the tentative beginnings of  
our initial series in 2010-11, we have accumulated a roster of  
artists and groups, discerned audience preferences, developed 
publicity plans and budgeted for musicians, as well as for the 
afterglows so enjoyed by our guests. We are confident our 
upcoming series will satisfy our audience every bit as much as 
the proceeding ones.

Manresa’s second series included a fourth concert on a trial 
basis and its success inspired us to configure the upcoming 
series with four concerts. The series brochure is already 
printed and can be obtained in Manresa’s reception area or 
viewed online at www.manresa-sj.org/bro_Concert.pdf. We 
look forward to welcoming more and more guests to enjoy 
these pleasant afternoons.

October 7, 2012 The Woodward Corridor Musicians
December 9, 2012 Chris Charboneau & Patty Ward 
January 27, 2013 Fleur De Lys Chamber Ensemble 
March 3, 2013 Jerry McKenzie’s Just Jazz 

Tickets are available in Manresa’s Front Office or can be 
online at www.manresa-sj.org/219_ConcertTicketsl.htm

For information regarding sponsoring a concert or 
advertising in the program, please contact Hugh at 
hbuchanan@manresa-sj.org.

Bring Your Picnic Baskets!
Mark your calendars now and tack a reminder on the          
refrigerator to come to the Manresa Family Picnic on 
Sunday, June 3rd beginning at 2:00 PM  with Mass at 
the Grotto.  Last year’s picnic on the grounds was a rousing  
success with beautiful weather and Bishop Hanchon 
celebrating Mass.  The wonderful day was sparked by great 

food, music, games 
and simply a good 
ole’ fashioned great 
time.  

We plan a repeat 
performance on June 
3, 2012 and we very 
much want you to be 
a part of  it.  Bring a 
friend, bring the kids 

and introduce them to Manresa! Plans are afoot for more 
games for the kids, barnyard animals to pet, food,  music 
and song for everyone.  

We’ll supply burgers and dogs from the grill, buns, lemonade 
and ice cream cones.  So, pack a picnic basket with the rest 
of  your eats, a blanket or folding chair, and join us for a 
great day at Manresa. 
There will be tours 
of  the House 
beginning at 3:00 PM 
conducted by trained 
volunteers who will 
bring you up on the 
history of  Manresa.  
Don’t miss the fun!

The 9th Annual Manresa Dinner and Auction 
Gala is September 22, 2012 at the Troy Marriot  

We need your help!
Would you be willing to allow Manresa to offer a week’s 
vacation get-away at your cottage or summer home?  Or 
would you be willing to donate sporting event tickets; a 
night out at a concert, a play, the opera, or the symphony 
orchestra; premium wines; a foursome for golf  at your 
club; a time-share in a romantic spot; personal makeovers 
or spa packages; jewelry; or anything that might be of  some 
interest to our auction patrons?  If  so, please call us – (248) 
644-4933 extension 34 or send us an e-mail at auction@
manresa-sj.org.  Please prayerfully consider our request – 
our success in meeting the needs of  
your community depends on you … 
we would like to hear from you!  

God bless you! 



OCTOBER 23 - 27, 2012
PILGRIMAGE TO GUADALUPE SHRINE,  

MEXICO CITY & QUERETARO 

Join Fr. Bernie Owens in enjoying some of  the Catholic 
spirituality of  Mexico, its cultural richness, food and 
music, its sacred places. We will visit the famous Tepeyac 

Hill where Mary appeared to Juan Diego 
and see the sacred tilma with Our Lady’s 
image imprinted on it. Mass will be held 
in the Basilica where the tilma is, and 
other locations during our pilgrimage. 
We will tour some of  Mexico City’s sites, 
sample its music and restaurants and 
enjoy the stunning colonial architecture of  
Queretaro, a city declared a World Heritage 

Site by UNESCO in 1996. It is one of  the most visited places 
in the world for its tourist attractions and tranquil, secure 
lifestyle. Thanks to our English speaking guides and overall 
management of  this tour we will certainly be safe while there. 

Cost: $1060 single, $895 per person double: includes all 
meals for 4 days, admissions, taxes and tips, emergency 
travel insurance and basic medical coverage.  
Four Star Hotels for four nights.  
Estimated Airfare: $800, to be confirmed by March 30 
Reservation Deadline: June 20, 2012  
Maximum 44 Travelers

TRAVELING WITH MANRESA 
 Please contact us as soon as possible if  you have any 
interest or questions about these trips.  248.644.4933

Reserve your spot early, before they fill up. 

Interested parties please join Fr. Bernie on Sunday, 
April 29 for a one-hour Information Workshop 
regarding this Mexican Pilgimage. This is your 
opportunity to ask all your questions and resolve 
all your doubts about traveling to Mexico.

Come to the Annual Jack Schuett, SJ Memorial Golf  Outing May 23
Manresa will hold its fourth annual “Jack Schuett Golf  Outing” on Mary 23rd, returning to the beautiful Shenandoah Country 
Club.  We have retained last year’s agenda to allow those who must, to work in the morning and then join us a 10:45 AM Tee 
Off  time.  Following the round there will be a short program, awards, drinks and appetizers.

We have a wonderful array of  prizes, including this year including 
the opportunity to win a car with that once-in-a-lifetime shot on a 
par three.  More easily attained are the raffle chances you can use to 
bid on several unique gifts.

Last year we had a great time together. Organize a foursome 
with your retreat group or friends and enjoy the day with us at 
Shenandoah.  The cost is $130/person. Hole sponsorships are $150.  
Event sponsorships ($600) include a complimentary foursome.  
Both the Hole and Event sponsorships are offered to those who 
can help  underwrite some of  the costs of  the event.  Sign up today 
by calling us at 248.644.4933 or register online at www.manresa-sj.
org/271_Golf_Outing.htm. The proceeds from the outing are used 
to sustain the summer programs at Manresa.



Individually Directed Retreats
Three Sessions Scheduled in June, July and August
Each summer we set certain dates aside in June, July, 
and August for individually directed retreats. We invite 
experienced men and women, Jesuits and others, to form 
a team so that amid this variety of  directors each retreatant 
may have some compatible person to walk with them 
through the Spiritual Exercises. The dates are selected to 
allow for eight-day retreats; those who wish to make shorter 
retreats should select dates within this time frame (from 7 
PM on the first date to 10 AM on the last). We ask individuals 
to limit themselves in the summer to those days because of  
the closures of  our kitchen and the occasional unavailability 
of  staff, although from September to May individuals may 
generally chose any dates they wish.

There’s a special atmosphere in the house when significant 
numbers of  people are engaged in their own silent retreats 
surrounded by others who are giving themselves to the Lord 
in the same way, joining together for Mass and other prayer. 
One grows close to people in this silent communion even in 
the absence of  conversation.

Manresa’s special gift is prayerful solitude and peaceful 
openness to the Spirit. Our thirty-nine wooded and 
landscaped acres with stream, nature trail, and four 
“cottages”, separate from the main house, add to the 
prayerful atmosphere.

Here is our schedule for the 2012 Summer Sessions:

Session I:  June 11 - 20

Session II:  July 17 - 26 

Session III:  August 8 - 17

Cost:  $ 70/day

The sessions were full with waiting lists last year.  Please 
register early to insure a place as openings are limited.

I – EXTENDED PROGRAMS

Beginning in September
The Spiritual Exercises in Daily Life 

Would you like to make a thirty-day retreat, the Spiritual 
Exercises of  St. Ignatius Loyola, but do not have a month 
to spare? St. Ignatius foresaw this situation and provided 
for it so that you could pray and reflect on the meditations 
and themes of  the Spiritual Exercises even in the midst of  
your ordinary daily life. The Spiritual Exercises in Daily 
Life require a commitment of  60 to 90 minutes of  daily 
prayer centered on specific Scripture selections and a weekly 
meeting with a director for a period of  about nine-months. 
Readiness for this intensive retreat ordinarily grows out of  
shorter directed retreats, daily prayer, and regular spiritual 
direction with someone who reflects with you on your 
experience of  God in prayer.

This is a way to grow in prayer; to develop a real and 
personal relationship with God; to see more clearly God’s 
presence in creation, your personal life story and current 
life circumstances; to know Jesus more intimately, love Him 
more deeply, and follow Him more closely.

If  you are ready for this retreat experience, Manresa can 
guide you to an appropriate director, a man or woman who 
has made the Exercises, has been prepared to walk with you 
through them, and can help you discover how to pray and 
how God is leading you. And this is a good time of  the 
year to begin We recommended 
beginning this retreat in early 
September so that the usual 
sequence of  prayer and reflection 
can be in harmony with the 
celebrations of  the liturgical year. 

The program is usually offered 
from September to May. Tuition 
is $640 in eight monthly installments and a one-time 
copying fee of  $25. If  you are interested, contact Ann 
Dillon at Manresa Jesuit Retreat House for further details 
and information by e-mail or at 248.644.4933. 

Upcoming Program Offerings at Manresa
REGISTRATION: Credit card payment accepted by phone 248.644.4933 or online at www.manresa-sj.org/219_All_Regis-

trations.htm or by check payable to Manresa in mail to Manresa, 1390 Quarton Road, Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304-3554

If  you enjoyed the Teilhard de Chardin reading seminar, then you may enjoy this video series:

Brian Swimme film series “Powers of  the Universe”

Sunday afternoons 2:00 – 4:30 August 26th, September 9th and 23rd

Brian Swimme is a noted cosmologist and author who tells the story of  our universe in an engaging and poetic way.  He 
explores the role of  humans in this vast creative process. Join us as we deepen our appreciation of  God’s creation!



Upcoming Retreats –Spring and Summer 2012 
The retreat schedule for the Spring of  2012 is 
highlighted below.  Many of  you will recognize 
your weekend, but still many others may have 
missed their retreat last fall or would like to attend 
another weekend.  There are openings available as 
the schedule indicates below.  If  you would like to 
attend a retreat, please register by calling Manresa 
at 248.644.4933 or by using the easy and secure on-
line registration at www.manresa-sj.org/219_All_
Registrations.htm 

Conference Retreats for Men

Date  Director         Openings
 4/ 27 – 29 Fr. Peter Fennessy, SJ   40

 5/ 18 – 20 Fr. Tim Babcock    19

 6/  1 –  3 Fr. Leo Cachat, SJ   27

Conference Retreats for Women

Date  Director         Openings
 5/  10or11 – 13 Fr. Tim Shepherd, SJ   20
 6/21 – 24 Fr. Leo Cachat, SJ   42

 Conference Retreats for Men and Women

Date  Director(s)              Openings
 Married Couples

 8/  3 –   5 Fr. Leo Cachat, SJ/Denis Naeger  36
 Separated and Divorced
 8/ 10 – 12 Fr. Leo Cachat, SJ/Denis Naeger  25
Urban Parishes
8/ 17—8/19 Fr. Jim Serrick, SJ/Fr. Leo Cachat, SJ 45

Conference Retreats for Special Groups

Date  Director(s)            ____Openings
 Retreat for Hispanics (in Spanish) 

 6/ 8–  10 Fr. Florek    20
Religious Sisters Retreat

 6/ 10 –  16 Fr. Peter Fennessy, SJ  Waiting List

Alanon Women

 7/27–  7/29 Ms. Mildred Frank   45
 

Announcing the 2012—2013
Manresa Concert Series

Classical Return Engagement

October 10, 2012 

Featuring:

The Woodward Corridor Musicians

Wine and Cheese &
Hors D’Oeuvres

Following the performance

Christmas Cavalcade 

December 11, 2012

Featuring:

Chris Charbeneau & Patti Ward
Seasonal Baked Goods

Eggnog/Coffee/Tea
& other Treats

Following the performance

January Classics 

January 27, 2013

Featuring: 

F L E U R   D E   L Y S  

C H A M B E R   E N S E M B L E

Wine and Cheese &
Hors D’Oeuvres

Following the performance

Jerry McKenzie’s Just Jazz 

March 4, 2013

Featuring:

Wine, New Orleans Fare &
Other Delectables

Following the performance

Individual Concert and Series tickets now 
available:

Series of 4 concerts: $75 or single concerts 
$ 25 each

Tickets at the door 

are limited to availability

Pick up a brochure or find more  
information online at  

www.manresa-sj.org/bro_Concert.pdf



An Ignatian Meditation
Nothing is more practical than finding 
God, that is, than falling in love in a 
quite absolute, final way.  What you 
are in love with, what seized your 
imagination, will affect everything. It 
will decide what will get you out of  
bed in the morning, what you will 
do with your evenings, how you will 
spend your weekends, what you read, 
who you know, what breaks your heart 
and what amazes you with joy and 
gratitude.  Fall in love, stay in love and 
it will decide everything.

Win $5000
Raffle Tickets Available

The 2012 Manresa Jesuit Raffle has a new look and offers a 
significantly better opportunity for you to 
win the grand prize!  And we are pleased 
to announce that you can get in on the 
action now!!  Tickets sales will be limited 
to 250 tickets – instead of  having the odds 
of  winning at 1 in 15,000, you will have a 

chance of  1 in 250 to win the $5,000 grand prize. 

As you know, the raffle contributes mightily to the financial 
support of  Manresa – our goal this year is to raise $15,000.  
First prize this year is $5,000 in cash—BUT WAIT, WE 
HAVE MORE—there will be a second Prize of  $2,000 and a 
third prize of  $1,000.  The winning tickets will be drawn the 
evening of  our Annual Dinner Auction on September 22nd 
(you do not need to be present to win.)  

Tickets will be on sale beginning in June, but you can 
reserve your tickets by clipping the coupon below and 
mailing in your order, or submitting your order online 
at  The cost of  a raffle ticket is $100.  Consider sharing 
the cost of  the ticket (and the winnings) by pooling the 
resources of  a group of  friends – your odds of  winning 
don’t change.  So if  you can help, send in your order now.   
 ONLY 250 TICKETS WILL BE SOLD!

YES! I would like to be included in the Manresa  Jesuit 
Raffle drawing for the $5,000 cash  grand prize, the $2,000 
second prize and the $1,000 third prize.   Please send me 
______ raffle ticket(s).   Raffle tickets cost is $100 each.   

Enclosed is my check for   $_________
Name: (Please Print) ________________________

Address: _________________________________

   _________________________________

City: _______________________ State: ________ 

 Zip:  __________ Phone:  ___________________

Mail this form with your check payable to Manresa to:
Manresa Jesuit Retreat House

The Manresa Jesuit Raffle
1390 Quarton Road

Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48304

Light in the Darkness
Prayer Ministry
Be a good Samaritan and join 
us in daily intercessory prayer to 
ask God to shine His light into 
areas of  great darkness.  ‘Like’ 
our group on the internet, both at 
our website and Facebook.  This was the result of  a special 
effort donated by Manresa Board member, Isaac Hanna via 
his company, Wireless Giant! Join us and ask God to put a 
miracle into your life. God Bless You.                       

  Bill Wittenberg, Spiritual Director

Make Sure You Read This!     
Internship in Ignatian Spirituality

Through this program, one of  Manresa’s most blessed, God 
has enkindled His fire in the hearts of  participants, helping 
them to know Jesus and Abba in their prayer, empowering 
them to bring spirituality to Hospice work, jail ministry, 
parish work, or whatever God calls them to in their daily 
life. Over 360 participants spanning the last 17 years, have 
awakened more to the Holy Spirit, the Divine Friend in their 
depths. Many make the Spiritual Exercises of  St. Ignatius; 
some learn how to lead others through the Exercises. All 
who decide to take part experience a wonderful sense of  
community with others who, like them, are thirsty and 
searching for a deeper life in God.

Please consider this opportunity seriously. It will not be 
available forever. Don’t miss your chance. Contact Ann 
Dillon or Fr. Bernie at Manresa to explore your joining this 
program. We begin on August 29. Applications must be in by 
June 25, preferably sooner.  Information is available online at 
www.manresa-sj.org/300_Internship_Entry.htm. 



DID YOU KNOW?
Did you know the oldest church building in Detroit is SS. Peter and Paul Jesuit downtown? Bishop Borgess (1871-1887), gave 
the title to the building to the Jesuit Order (Society of  Jesus) in l877 as part of  an agreement to start Detroit's first Catholic 
College, which became the University of  Detroit-Mercy. The law school of  the university is still 
adjacent to the church.  The church was used as a cathedral until September of  1877. 
For a fun way to learn more interesting facts and history of  Jesuit churches and chapels, join us for 
a tour of  some the most beautiful in the area. Our tour will begin at Manresa, where we will board 
a bus for the ride downtown to Saints Peter & Paul. Next, we will visit Gesu and the private chapel 
in University of  Detroit Mercy’s Lansing Reilly, the Jesuit Residence, as well as the newly-remodeled 
St. Ignatius Chapel in UDM’s Commerce building.  The day includes Mass, celebrated by Fr. James 
Serrick, former Executive Director of  Manresa. To top it off, Fr. Serrick will serenade us with an 
organ “mini-concert”. Lunch will be provided.

Thursday, May 17
9:00 AM Check-In at Manresa Jesuit Retreat House
Bus leaves promptly at 9:30 AM
Expected return 2:30 PM
Cost: $40, payable in advance Price includes lunch 

All ages are welcome; this would be a great outing for home-schooled kids. Register online at www.manresa-sj.org/219_All_
Registrations.htm or call the Front Office at 248-644-4933. For additional information, or to schedule an optional tour of  
Manresa Jesuit Retreat House, contact Rita at rtinetti@manresa-sj.org. or 248-644-4933 ext. *815 

stations and benches are all adopted, we will have enough to 
cover the entire $146,000 cost of  the project. Work will begin 
on the Stations immediately after Manresa’s Annual Picnic on 
June 3 and should be completed by early Fall. 

As you can see by the accompanying graph, we still have a 
long way to go to meet our goal. With tax deadlines quickly 
approaching, now is the perfect time to give a donation to 
Manresa’s Capital Fund. You may want to consider directing 
your gift towards adopting one of  the remaining stations or 
benches.  Adopting a Station is a wonderful way to honor a 
loved one or leave a legacy with Manresa.  Many groups have 
banded together to adopt a station, including the 8 AM Mass 
participants. Or perhaps you or your company would prefer 
to underwrite one of  the many other projects on Manresa’s 
“honey-do list” below. Manresa will be honored to recognize 
your gift in an appropriate manner. Please contact Rita Tinetti, 
Development Manager: rtinetti@manresa-sj.org or 248-644-
4933 ext. *815.

Replace large hot water tank 
Add lighting to the Stations of  the Cross
Add sport area for youth
Replace the Boiler in Cottages 1,4-6 and St. Joe’s 

Capital Campaign (Con’t from Page 1)

Build a Labyrinth on the property
Remove several trees in danger of  falling 
Provide a natural barrier along Quarton and Woodward
Repave the parking lot  
Replace the first floor hallway floor covering
Replace the Courtyard decking
Replace storm windows 
Repaint the Barn complex 
Connecting bridge to the Pump House Chapel
Refurbish metal works at the front gate 
Purchase a 300 KW Generator



Assembly Room Refurbishment (Con’t from Page 1) 

Mr. Charlie Olsen and his crew from Sharf  Construction of  Birmingham who 
completely rebuilt the outside stairway and landing. Some of  the work which 
demanded the sidewalk and areas around the kitchen stoop be raised several inches 
was donated by Mike Guerin. The beauty and functionality of  their work will 
continue to serve Manresa through many more years. The new floor will absorb the 
wear and tear of  many uses, including the Kairos Retreat Youths, who inspired the 
renovation. Stop and take a look the next time you are here. (This space may be 
available for your organization’s meetings. Contact info@manresa-sj.org for  
more information.)

Hugh and Mary Ellen Buchanan
Ross and Jenny Chapman 
Larry and Crystal Davidson 
William and Donna Feldeman
Isaac and Balsaam Hanna 
Paul and Julie Hebeler 
Tom and Theresa Jacob
Robert and Lenore Kendell 
Albert and Elizabeth King 
Elaine Maderal 

Charles and Rhonda Main 
Keller and Debra McGaffey 
Frank and Gail Migliazzo 
 Jo Marie Nardi 
Movses and Mary Anne Sherekian 
Philip and Francesca Sobeck 
Mark and Mary Sobeck 
Stanley and Sharon Tomkowiak 
Jeff  and Julie Wardlow

Manresa gratefully acknowledges the following gifts:
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John and Margaret Arthurs
Ronald Ascione
William Barkley
Joseph Basta
Athir Battah
William and Margaret   
       Beauregard
John and Susan Becker
Anthony Bellanca
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Timothy.Blevins
Sheila.Book
Gordon and Colleen Booth
Rachel.Brennan
Michael and Peng Brooks
Edward D. Brown Trust 
Hugh and Mary Ellen Buchanan
Ronald Burek
Brian Butler
Frank Cancro
Brian Carroll
Children of Mary 
Anna Mary Ciaverilla
Donald Clayton
C. James Clemens
Joseph and Anne Cornillie
Larry and Crystal Davidson
Mary Jo Dawson
William and Marjorie Dettloff
Elizabeth Devereaux
Gino and Luciana DiClemente
John and Catherine Dillon
Thomas and Janelle Dillon
Helen Domingo
Phillip and Dorothy Dubensky
Lucia Dubois
Michael Edwards
Hugh and Nancy Elliott
Richard and Kathleen Emrich 
Ralph G. Fader 
Fast Wireless 
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Daniel Guyot
Michael and Pamela Harris
Gerald Hawkins
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Ken and Lori Hiltz
Tim and Karen Hogan
John and Linda Jacobs
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James and Dorothy Jennings
Patrick and Judith Jones
Howard Kahn
Raymond Kelly
Francis Gordon King
Ron Kleinstiver
Donald Kostrewa 
Denis and Ellen Lindner 
Cal and Phyllis Look
Michael Madison
Max Makowske 
Catherine Malerich
Manresa AA 
Roy Martell-Brown
Patricia Martin
Keller McGaffey
Timothy and Susan McGinnity
Joseph and Kathryn McGlynn
The Michael F. McManus Foundation
Robert Merchant
Frank and Gail Migliazzo
Scot Moceri
Molinello Family Foundation 
William and Marie Molnar
J. Michael Moore
Edward Morad
Donald Mott

James and Dolores Mulcahy
C. Dennis O’Shaughnessy
Ronald Penkala
Ann Politzer
Lawrence and Christine Pompili
Carolyn Price
Isabel Rajan
Mark and Kathy Rheaume
Johnand Thelma Riccardo
Mark and Nancy Rider
Winifred Roberts 
Andrzej Rozecki 
Bob Sattler
Therese Scharbach
Mary Beth Schneiderman 
Paul and Patricia Seibold
Gerry and Candace Seizert
William Seklar
Thomas Sennett
George and Grace Seroka
Nicholas and Janice Sharkey
John and Maureen Sier
Mark and Diane Siira
Robert Skubic
Sandra Slowey
Keith Soltis
Ed Sponseller
Leo and Sue Steinl
Philip and Janet Stenger
Paul Sullivan
Deanna and ClarenceTabar
Michael Tahy
William Thomas
Dacia Van Antwerp
Victor Varnau
Richard Wesner
Thomas Winkler
John and Helga Wise
WMY Fund
Andrea Wudyka
Carl Yaden
Fakhri and Sahira Yono

McGrail Fund
Denis and Ellen Lindner 
Catherine Malerich

Honorary and Memorial Gifts 
In Honor of Michael Boyle, DO
Annonymous
In Honor of Tom, Michelle, Kevin And      
       Kayleigh Currier
Dennis Currier
In Honor of B Donaldson
Patricia Donaldson 
In Honor of Rick Evans, Retreat Captain
Raymond Hosek 
In Honor of Agnes and Charles Fuerst  
       and Harold and Bernice Harms
Eugene and Eleanor Harms Foundation
In Honor of Clifford and Sarah Ganfield 
Rick Ganfield
In Honor of Scott Haller
Annonymous 
In Honor of Deoborah Larson
Denise and Bill Bull
In Honor of Fr. Bernie Owens, SJ 
Catherine LaForest 
In Honor of Deborah Larson
Bill and Denise Bull
In Honor of Barbara Steele
Annmarie and Lee Wurm
In Honor of Albert W. Smith
Joan D. Smith
In Honor of Robert Twomey 
Dennis Flynn 
In Honor of All Men and Women in  
        the U.S. Military, Past and Present
Leonard P. Matusko
In Memory of John Paul and Loretta          
       Andree
Gerrard J. Andree 
In Memory of Antoinette Boccomino
Ann Marie Pagano
 

Our thanks to those who made the Assembly Room renovation possible:



DONOR SPOTLIGHT
When John and his wife attended Manresa’s Christmas Open House, they thought it was a “neat place”. Shortly 
thereafter, his wife became gravely ill, preventing a return visit. A year and a half  later, after his wife’s death, John was 
encouraged by his spiritual director to take advantage of  what Manresa had to offer. He came, he said, because there 
were fewer memories than at his local parish where he and his wife had been very active. 

John found the morning Mass to be enriching. “The homilies are fantastic, providing good food for thought, getting you 
to think in wider circles. They are uplifting. For me, when priests can relate in a practical way how the readings apply in 
your own life it hits the nail right on the head.” John found that being involved at Manresa really helped him get on with 
his life; to be more open to allowing others into his life.

As a guest at Manresa’s Gala in September, John jokingly asked Fr. Bernie what he was bidding on in the silent auction. 
He was not bidding, Fr. Bernie answered, because he owned nothing. All he received he returned to the community. In 
turn, the community took care of  him and his needs. It is the Jesuit concept of  “Evangelical Poverty.”

For John, it was not a big leap from that conversation to recognizing the need at Manresa. John was in finance and 
frequently audited large nonprofits where he worked in offices that were twice as nice as his own. “I was not interested 
in giving to a charity just so they could feather their own nests,” he declared. Manresa, on the other hand, he found to 
be “clean, well-kept but in no way giving the impression that it wastes money. Everybody is cautious with the dollars 
and the donations are used wisely. The Facilities are adequate but the dollars are used judiciously.”

John wanted to give a substantial gift to support Manresa, which he felt was “truly deserving”, but was concerned, as 
many are, that he would outlive his assets. Having witnessed the costs associated with his wife’s illness, he was justifiably 
worried if  something should happen to him he might deplete his resources. For John, it made more sense to name 
Manresa as part of  his estate instead of  an outright gift. To accomplish this, John added a simple addendum to his will 
in which Manresa is named as a partial beneficiary subject to a minimum dollar value in his estate. In this way, John is 
able to assure a legacy for his children and give a gift to the organization he feels has helped him so much in his lifetime. 

Manresa is very grateful for this type of  planned gift. It assures that we will be able to continue our mission far into the 
future. John is very concerned about the youth of  today, and he sees his gift as a way to ensure that Manresa will still 
be around when his children and grandchildren are in need. If  you have questions about how to give a gift to Manresa, 
please contact Rita Tinetti, Development Manager at 248-644-4933 ext. *815 or rtinetti@manresa-sj.org.

In Memory Of Brian A. Cady
Georgianne Lane
In Memory of Eileen Collins
Jim Collins 
In Memory of Theresa L. Church
Julia and Josephe Dierker 
In Memory of Margaret Eib
Phyllis Look
In Memory of Agnes and Charles Fuerst and  
       Harold and Bernice Harms
Eugene and Eleanor Harms
In Honor of Cornelius Kelly, SJ
Stanley Kwasiborski
In Memory Of Margaret P Krieger
Albert and Michael Krieger
In Memory of Larry Gates and Peggy Prentice
Mr. and Mrs. Dale Prentice 
In Memory of Kay Houston
Annonymous 
In Memory of Mary Louise Jones
Diane Neville
In Memory of Mary Lou LeFere 
 James A. LeFere 
In Memory of Gene, Frank and Josephine LoVasco 
John L. LoVasco
In Memory of Emma Makowske 
Max Makowske
In Memory of Fr. John McGrail
Alda Marie McCook 
Robert and Cheryl McGrail

In Memory of George Miller 
Bill Bechtel
In Memory of Flora and Elmer Mors 
Kathleen and Thomas Totten
In Memory of Geary and Oblak Families 
William and Carol Geary
In Memory of Norman Pollock
Jacquelyn Pollack and Children
In Memory Of Donald Runde
David Runde
In Memory of Jack Schuett, SJ
Paul and Jan Robertson
In Memory Of Albert W Smith
Joan Smith
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       Youngblood, Ring and Hollenbeck Families

Stations of the Cross Renovation 
Dennis and Margaret Alberts
Terrence Baker
C. Jack and Joann Brinkman
Michele Burns
Carol Chisholm
James and Bethany Collison
Patrick and Mary Ellen Doman
Tony Dworak
Ralph Fader
John and Margaret Ann Gnau
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Helen Joo

Dan Kehoe
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Deceased Members of  the Manresa Family  
November 15, 2010 - March 15, 2011

Retreatant Awards—November 15 to March 15 
Manresa Pin—presented on the 15th RetreatManresa Crest—presented on the 25th Retreat
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Robert Brundage

Robert Cordts

Gary Geresy

Judith Flanz

Michael Haddow
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Mary Mulhern

Michael Petroski

Daniel Ducatt
Gerald Greve
Donald Hoffman
Denis Linder
Carol Munoz

Brett Naumcheff
John Reuter
Stephen Schriedel
Don White

Michael Brennan              Office                               1

Ed Burger                  Ford Tractor   37

John Chasney      St. Louise- Warren 19

David Doherty  Budd Group  26

Edmund Kay       Grosse Pointe Vicariate 02 

Francis X. Kerscher Weisenburger  23

L.Z. Lawrence  John Reuter  33

James MacInnis  Alhambra    7

Bernardine  Monnig Manresa Ladies IX 35

Joseph O’Leary  Weisenburger      5


