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Christmas Blessings

As I write this the sun is 
shining brightly outside 
my window and the first 
vestiges of  autumn are 
making appearance in the 
trees and the deceptively 
cool air.  It is inviting, but 
I am very aware that just 
around the corner we have 
Thanksgiving and the joys 
of  the Nativity.  Shoppers 
will be treading through 
the stores, Christmas trees 
will be found on every 
corner and the music of  
the season will be on every radio station and in every heart.  
All the Manresa faithful are remembered especially at this time 
of  year as we recap all the experiences of  2012. 

We invite to you to enrich your season by joining in a couple 
of  events at Quarton and Woodward.  The first is our annual 
Open House on December 2nd beginning at 2:00 PM.  The 
Retreat House will be dressed in its finest regalia.  Beautiful 
trees will adorn the Library, Lounge and especially the Chapel 
and some tantalizing treats will send tempting wafts of  savory 
aromas from the Dining Room. The Chairs for the event, 
Jerry and Carole Sugrue, will have expert guides to take you 
through the house, explain some of  the history and tell you 
about the special people who have served at Manresa over the 
many years. It is a wonderful time to invite some neighbors, 
relatives and friends to join you for the afternoon.  We finish 
the afternoon with Evensong at 5:30 PM in the Chapel.  It is a 
unique and spirit-filled time to share.

The second opportunity is to drink in the sounds of  Christmas, 
beautifully presented by Chris Charboneau and Patty Ward 
of  Holy Name Church in Birmingham.  Chris and Patty have 
created a program of  holiday favorites and special tunes that 
will bring tapping to your feet and merriment to your heart.  
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Manresa’s Inaugural  
Leadership Banquet 

Fr. Peter Fennesy, SJ will be featured as the Keynote Speaker 
at Manresa’s inaugural Leadership Award Banquet scheduled 
for March 1, 2013. This exciting new event will be held at the 
Detroit Institute of  Arts (DIA) in the incomparable Kresge 
Court. Fr. Peter will build on his well-received Rembrandt and 
the Face of  Jesus talk by discussing prayer 
and art, highlighting many pieces found 
in the DIA’s permanent collection. The 
evening will include docent-led tours of  
DIA’s Sacred Art from many cultures. 
Manresa’s Leadership Award and 
Lifetime Achievement Award recipients 
will be announced that night.

Manresa’s Leadership Award was 
instituted in 2005 to recognize James and 
Elizabeth Moore for their dedication to Manresa and their 
generous support of  Manresa’s ministries. Previous winners 
include Frank Migliazzo, Michael Brown, Francis and 
Sally Sehn, Judd Hart, Ken and Lori Hiltz and the Rincon 
Ignaciano Leadership Group. In years past, this award was 
bestowed on the evening of  our Gala. This year, it was decided 

Manresa’s renovated Stations of  the Cross were dedicated on 
October 21. See more photos  page 11.Con’t page 4

Con’t page 3

http://www.manresa-sj.org/
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=SJNRGHFUJPF9C
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Commencing on October 11, 2012, we began celebrating 
what Pope Benedict XVI has designated as the “Year of  
Faith.” October 11th is the date which marked the opening 
of  the Second Vatican Council 50 years ago, and the 
introduction of  the Catechism of  the Catholic Church 
20 years ago. Kicking off  the celebration was a Synod 
of  Bishops invited from around the world to discuss the 
topic of  Evangelization. We can expect a number of  other 
events and programs to be announced in the coming 
months picking up on the themes of  this Year of  Faith. 
 
Here at Manresa, we have already begun the celebration 

with a series of  lectures on the meaning and documents of  the Second Vatican 
Council. These lectures are the first presentation in a series of  what we intend 
to be an annual event in memory of  Fr. Walter L. Farrell, SJ who contributed so 
much to Manresa during his tenure with us.  Fr. Walt was definitively shaped by the 
Council and its call for renewal, devoting much of  his energy in the years following 
the Council to a reappropriation of  the spiritual tradition of  Ignatius of  Loyola.   
 
Faith formation continues to be a central ministry of  our retreat house and a 
variety of  programs and seminars is being offered during the year to make available 
opportunities to the community to grow in their faith. You can consult our 
website for a schedule of  our programs (www.manresa-sj.org). In addition to our 
outreach to adults, we have also opened our house to six Catholic High Schools 
in the area for Kairos and Youth Retreats and to a number of  other schools for 
programs preparing students to receive the sacraments. RCIA groups also continue 
to come to our facility in preparation for Baptism. Young adults are a group of  
particular concern to us in our efforts of  outreach.  Fr. Gary Wright, SJ has recently 
been missioned to minister to this age group in the metropolitan area, and will 
be working with us on retreats especially designed for this important community.  

One of  the mottos of  Ignatian Spirituality is “Finding God in all things.” Many 
of  you will remember our visit to the Rembrandt exhibition earlier this year 
which focused on the Face of  Christ. On page 3 you will find an announcement 
of  another event at the Detroit Institute of  Arts with Fr. Peter Fennessy, SJ who 
is preparing a program to help us further explore how we might integrate art 
into our faith life and spirituality. On the same note, the Living Stations will be 
presented at the Music Hall this year. This production has received very good 
reviews from those who have experienced it. If  you would like to join a group from 
Manresa to go see it and then enjoy lunch at Manresa, see the article on page 5. 
 
These are both events that you will not wish to miss. Please join us here at Manresa 
during the Year of  Faith to continue to deepen your own faith through the various 
offerings you will find on our calendar and to prepare to participate in our common 
vocation of  sharing our faith with others.

P.S. I encourage you, if  you have not already done so, to consider a gift to Manresa’s 
Annual Appeal. The importance of  this appeal to the programs I have mentioned is 
immense. (Click here for more on this.)

http://www.manresa-sj.org/home.htm
http://www.manresa-sj.org/home.htm
https://www.manresa-sj.org/700_Calendar.htm
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Proceeds benefit the 
Fr. John McGrail, SJ Fund
which serves as Manresa’s 

Endowment
Your contribution is  
deductible to the full 

extent of  the law. 
For further information 

contact Rita Tinetti 
rtinetti@manresa-sj.org

(248) 644-4933 x *815

Your VIP Benefactor Ticket 
for the Leadership Banquet also includes

2 (two) tickets to Manresa’s 
Exclusive Patron Party at the Detroit Opera House

April 12, 2013 
9:30 AM Brunch

11 AM Dress Rehearsal Performance

Following brunch, you and your guest will enjoy the 
Dress Rehearsal of  Fidelio, Ludwig van Beethoven’s 
only Opera. The opera tells the story of  how Leonore, 
disguised as a prison guard named “Fidelio”, rescues 
her husband Florestan from death in a political prison.

to highlight this award during a separate 
evening of  festivities along with the 
newly-instituted Lifetime Achievement 
Award.
The Lifetime Achievement Award 
recognizes exceptional contributions 
to Manresa over a long period of  time. 
The contributions may be for leadership, 
financial or ministerial purposes or for a specific program. 
This award may not be conferred every year but will be given 
when such heroic contributions come to light.
We anticipate this new banquet to be an important source of  
support for Manresa’s McGrail Fund in the spirit the original 
Gala designers intended. We hope to attract both members of  
our community and new friends to join us as we honor our 
award recipients. Tickets will be available at several levels: VIP 
Benefactor, which includes both the banquet and a separate 

event with the Jesuits on April 12 
(see inset); Patron, which includes 
the banquet, talk, and tour; and 
General Admission for those who 
do not wish to attend the banquet, 
but would like to hear Fr. Peter’s talk. 
All ticket levels include a docent-led 
tour and an afterglow with coffee 
and fabulous desserts. VIP tickets 
will also include preferred seating 
in the lecture hall, valet parking and 
Benefactor recognition.

Tickets are now on sale online at www.manresa-sj.org 
or the Front Office at (248) 644-4933 or via email at 
office@manresa-sj.org. 

Banquet cont. from front page

You are Cordially Invited to
Manresa’s Inaugural Leadership Banquet 

Spirit and Art
March 1, 2013

Detroit Institute of Arts, Kresge Court
5 PM

Tickets now on Sale. Click Here

VIP BENEFACTOR LEVELS

Ignatian                           $10,000  
     Includes 2 Tables of  10
Director                            $5,000 
     Includes 1 Table of  10
Fellow                               $1,000
     Includes 4 Tickets
VIP seating, Valet Parking, Two Patron 
Party Tickets at the Detroit Opera Theater and 
Benefactor Recognition included at these levels.

Patron -  1 Banquet ticket         $300 
Patron recognition, VIP seating
Supporter  - 1 Banquet ticket    $150

General Admission -             $75 
Talk , Tour and Afterglow Only

mailto:rtinetti%40manresa-sj.org?subject=Leadership%20Banquet
https://www.manresa-sj.org/bro_130301_Leadership_Banquet.pdf
https://www.manresa-sj.org/219_LeadershipBanquet.htm
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The doors open at 2:00 PM with the presentation 
beginning at 3:00 PM. It will be a joyful celebration 
of  Christmas and after the music we will  enjoy an 
afterglow with some of  Manresa’s special holiday 
baked goods, punch and seriously delicious treats.  The 
price for the concert is $25; the proceeds are used to 
help Manresa maintain our concert grand piano. Come 
usher in the season with JOY!

by Hugh Buchanan

Success, most often, is measured in terms of  objectives and 
accomplishments and the same applies to charity fundraisers. 
This year friends, supporters and staff  of  Manresa Jesuit 
Retreat House, Bloomfield Hills, gathered at the Troy Marriott 
almost 300 strong. We had fun, raised money, praised God for 
His goodness and the gift Manresa is to us, and we blessed 
each other! We recognized each other’s accomplishments in 
the continuing effort to enkindle fires in all the communities 
in which we participate.  Yes, indeed we were successful: we 
achieved our goals.

Manresa’s mission is “to help men and women grow spiritually 
through prayer, reflection, guidance and teaching according to 
the Ignatian tradition.”  This spirit continues to express itself  in 
a greater outreach and service to others in metropolitan Detroit 
and the Archdiocese, including the groups and individuals who 
gather at Manresa. In light of  this, the theme for this year’s event, 
Celebrating Manresa on its Mission: A Community of  Communities, 
readily emerged. Thus we acknowledged and celebrated all the 
Lord is doing through the Manresa Community partnering 
with other communities—secular and spiritual, ethnic and 
cultural, social and business—in southeast Michigan.  

Our Ninth Annual Spirit of  Manresa Gala, held at the Marriott 
Hotel in Troy on September 22nd, began with a Mass of  
Thanksgiving. Bishop Donald Hanchon, filling in for the ailing 
Cardinal Szoka, was the celebrant and the Jesuit Provincial, Fr. 
Tim Kesicki, SJ, was homilist. Highlights of  the night included 
the presentation of  awards to Jerry and Carole Sugrue for 
their untiring volunteer commitment to Manresa, Mrs. Mary 
McKeon for her work in bringing God closer to the participants 

in our spirituality 
programs and to Mr. 
William Cohan, who 
received the first-ever 
Retreatant Award. 
Over the past 68 years, 
Mr. Cohan attended 72 
retreats and is planning 
to come again this year 
to yet another one!  

We extend our deep 

General chairs l to r: Mike and Karen Brown, George and Grace 
Seroka, Steve and Susan Raymond, Keller and Debra McGaffey, 

Joe and Anne Cornillie
appreciation to all the volunteers and the General Chairs, Mike 
and Karen Brown, Joe and Anne Cornillie, Steve and Susan 
Raymond, Keller and Debi McGaffey, and George and Grace 
Seroka, who contributed many hours collecting gifts from 
patrons and merchants, preparing envelopes, selling tickets, 
designing decorations and donating their time and talent to 
ensuring all enjoyed the night.  It certainly could not have 
happened without their unselfish spirit. 

We are indebted to our Honorary Chairs, Jim and Jacqueline 
Hicks, Bob and Patti Koval, Andrew and Monica Moore, 
and Fr. Jim Serrick for their work in promoting and ensuring 
the success of  our Gala event. We thank all of  the business 
community who donated 200 terrific gifts to the silent and 
live auctions. Thanks also to our Mistress of  Ceremonies, Ms. 
Cyndy Canti, who kept the whole evening on track and our 
guests very much involved and to our English Auctioneer, 
Charles Wickins, who spurred on our guests, garnering great 
prices for our offerings. And, especially, we thank our guests 
for supporting Manresa and making the evening fun and lively.

To those who attended our Gala we say, “Thank you!”  It was 
a wonderful evening and event.  God is good and so very kind 
to Manresa.  We are blessed!       

Submitted by Bud Wilson, Auction Chair

The 9th Annual Spirit of  Manresa Gala Dinner & Auction
A Community of  Communities

Award winners l to r: Mary McKeon, 
Jerry and Carole Sugrue

Blessings cont. from the front page 
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Manresa’s Bus Tour to the Living Stations
The Cross and the Light is an epic theatrical experience and deeply moving 
musical journey through Christ’s Passion, Death, and Resurrection. This powerful 
performance will bring you to the foot of  the Cross to experience Jesus’s final 
hours in a way that becomes a personal and profound encounter with our Savior. 
After Jesus’s death, the Risen Lord appears to His Apostles and prepares them for 
Pentecost. This joy-filled experience will leave you uplifted!

Described as the “Broadway version of  the Passion of  Christ”, The Cross and The 
Light is an epic theatrical experience and deeply moving musical journey through 
Christ’s Passion, Death, and Resurrection. Join Manresa when we experience this 
life-changing production at the remarkable Music Hall, Center for the Performing 
Arts in Detroit on Wednesday of  Holy Week, March 27, 2013. Manresa has arranged 
for advance ticket pricing for premium seating on the main floor. We will travel by 
motor coach to view these compelling Living Stations for a 10 AM performance 
and return to enjoy lunch at Manresa after the performance. Discounted tickets 
prices are available until December 19, 2012. 

Please join Manresa as 
we celebrate 
Mardi Gras  

Date: February 12, 2013
When:  5:30 PM until 9 PM
Location: Wernert Lounge

Enjoy Music, Chicken Gumbo, King 
Cake and other treats. Mardi Gras, 
also known as Fat Tuesday or Shrove 
Tuesday, is the last day of  feasting 
before Lent begins on Ash Wednesday. 

This is a fundraiser; a donation will be 
asked towards Manresa’s Capital Fund.

Reserve now with the Front Office.

I’ve Been Reading
Hiking the Camino: 500 Miles with Jesus by Dave Pivonka, 
TOR. Servant Books, 2009.

This delightful and humorous book captures Fr. Pivonka’s 
pilgrimage along the Camino to the Shrine of  St. James at 
Campostella to celebrate his 10th anniversary as a priest.  His 
adventurous tale is entertaining and includes many spiritual re-
flections that go down easily.  It’s especially good if  you have 
seen Emilio Estevez’s recent film The Way.

By Peter Fennessy, SJ

Who We Are  
Is How We Pray

Each year as the new year unfolds we make resolutions 
to be a better person; to pray more often; to study the 
scriptures more deeply; to follow Jesus more closely. 

This year 2013 Manresa offers you the opportunity 
to study the Gospel of  Luke and pray what you have 
studied. The course will focus on the Gospel of  Luke to 
help us develop our relationship with God and others, as 
well as ourselves. It will help us understand that the God 
of  creation is the God of  grace and that our relationship 
with God touches all other relationships. Who we are, 
graced by God, is how we pray.

Wednesdays: January 16, 23, February 6, 20, March 6, 

13, 27, April 3, 17, May 1st, May 8. Price: $200 

Directors: Members of  the Manresa staff  and other 
professionals from the Archdiocese.

Wednesday, March 27, 2013
10 AM Performance
8:45 AM bus leaves from Manresa
1 PM Back to Manresa for lunch

Cost: $88 or
$72 if  purchased before 12- 19-2012

Tickets available here

A Moment in Manresa History
In our July 2010 issue we left Deacon Elijah Fish’s wife 
and daughter, both named Fanny, deeding the Manresa 
property in 1866 to Susan Stephens [sic] of  Detroit. The 
spelling of  her name poses us a puzzle, since elsewhere 
she is referred to as Susan Stevens. The deed was offi-
cially witnessed by John V. Stevens (1808-1887), the father of  
C. Hadley (1837-1863) and Sara Stevens (c. 1842-1917). Sara 
inherited the property as the “daughter” of  Susan. So, “Ste-
phens” may be a misspelling, or a maiden name used even 
though Susan was married, or perhaps John married Susan 
shortly after the sale. An 1872 township plat and an 1877 Oak-
land County history cite John as the owner of  the property, 
although he never officially held title. When Susan died on May 
12, 1891, Sara inherited the estate. But she didn’t try to acquire 
formal title to it in Probate Court until 1907, sixteen years later, 
preparing no doubt to sell it off  in 1909. Sara died in 1917 and 
is buried with her brother and parents at Elmwood Cemetery 
in Detroit.

mailto:office%40manresa-sj.org?subject=Reservation%20for%20Mardi%20Gras%20Party%20Feb%2012%2013
http://www.livingstations.org/index.php/sights-sounds/production-photos
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The Light in the Darkness (LITD) prayer ministry passed out 
300 prayer pamphlets at the Michigan Catholic Charismatic 
Conference entitled Warriors Battling Evil In Times Such 
As These. This spreads the ministry throughout the state. Fr. 
Bernie Owens visited four Jesuit locations in Rome leaving 50 
prayer pamphlets at each location. The prayer pamphlet is now 
offered in four languages, English, Spanish, French and Italian 
with Arabic coming soon. Thus far, 27,000 prayer pamphlets 
have been distributed. We are fully operational on-line with 
inter-connections between the Manresa website www.manresa-
sj.org, the LITD website  www.litdplus.com and the LITD 
Facebook page www.litdplus.com/facebook. In other words, 
you can go from one to another with the click of  a mouse. 
Please join us each day as a Good Samaritan asking God to 
shine His light into areas of  great darkness.  God bless you

.            Bill Wittenberg, Spiritual Director

Wilson Bridge Dedicated
A valued part of  the auction involves awarding various honors 
for significant contributions to the Mission of  Manresa (read 
about our new award in the Leadership Banquet article on 
page 1) and this year was no exception. We highlighted some 
significant people in the Manresa family, even adding a new 
award for a very distinguished retreatant.  What is often missed, 
however, is the immense contribution of  those who apply their 
skills and passion toward accomplishing very large tasks from 
our very small staff. We had such an opportunity this year in 
recognizing the contribution of  Bud Wilson as Auction Chair 
for four years running.

Bud came to my office within a few months of  my arrival and 
asked a simple question, “Are we having an auction this year?”  
It was May, as I recall, more than a little late to begin such an 
endeavor as the years that followed would show. But Manresa 
was in a difficult financial situation in 2008, as were many 
others that year, and the revenues garnered from an auction 
were sorely needed.

Bud began to organize and with a zeal that infected the 
volunteers and professional people involved in that first 
effort. The results were remarkable and helped to shore up 
our bleeding balance sheet. Most impressive is that he built 
upon our 2008 auction to expand the Manresa community to 
the neighboring businesses. He and his small crew of  helpers 
forged lasting relationships with donors and attendees through 
personal contact and diligent attention to detail. It is doubly 
impressive to know that most of  the many, many hours spent 
to organize and execute the plan were done gratis by Bud, well 
in excess of  the meager salary we were able to afford.

Bud’s motivation is born from a deep love of  the Community 
that is Manresa, in all the various hues and resultant cacophony 
of  voices that good community really is. In order to recognize 
his untiring contribution through the last four years, we have 
dedicated one of  the cross-over bridges in the middle of  
the stations walk as the Wilson Bridge in his honor. It seemed 
fitting since the auction he coordinated for so long gave us 
an opportunity to bridge to the community at large around 
Manresa. His work was pivotal for a relationship with them to 
develop and be sustained. It will be long remembered.

On Sunday, November 12th, ten men and women celebrated 
the completion of  their Internship in Ignatian Spirituality.  
After two years of  intensive prayer, reflection, study and 
ministry preparation, they are now ready to become Kindlers 
of  Fire for others.

The commissioned interns bring rich backgrounds to their 
ministries. Among them are a therapist, a real estate agent, 
a retired magistrate and a scientist. Three are educators, one 
serves in religious community administration and nine are 
parents. They have been engaged in prison ministry, Stephen 
Ministry, Youth Bible study, parish RCIA and ministry to 
the elderly, hospitalized and the dying, facilitating groups in 
parishes and serving on parish and church staffs. Each brings 
a compassionate presence in the form of  one-on-one spiritual 
direction or in other listening settings. All of  them will share 
their gifts in their work place, churches and family.

We congratulate and bless:

Intern Class of  2012

Anita Barratt
Mary Barrera
Lois Brinkman
Linda Campbell
Heather Kahn

Jennifer Knight
Patty Merlo
Anne Marie Pederson
Jerry Stewart
Sr. Brenda Williams

Light in the Darkness 
Prayer Ministry

Manresa’s 2012 Yearbook  
Now Available

Originally inspired by the annual publication by the Society, 
Manresa began to publish an annual yearbook in 2009 to 
highlight the many events which occur at Manresa and 
spotlight some of  the people who make them possible. We 
also saw a wonderful opportunity to communicate Manresa’s 
vision, goals and plans for the future. The effort proved 
very worthwhile and prompted growth in the publication 
from the original 48 pages to 96 for the third year in a row.

Please pick up a copy, available at the Front Office. Give 
a copy to that friend who doesn’t seem to quite make it to 
a retreat or a day of  reflection for one reason or another.  
Couple it with this issue of  Manresa Matters and use it to 
invite them to come and experience what you already have.

http://www.manresa-sj.org
http://www.manresa-sj.org
http://www.litdplus.com
http://www.litdplus.com/facebook
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Manresa Board Welcomes Four New Members
Joining the Manresa Board of  Directors are four gentlemen who 
bring a wealth of  experience and generous hearts.  The Board of  
Directors is a voluntary group of  individuals who commit to three 
years of  service helping the Executive Director and the rest of  
the Board to govern the many aspects of  maintaining the Manresa 
Mission.  A good board will be diverse in its constitution, bringing 
a multitude of  needed skills and talents to bear within a context of  
Ignatian Spirituality.  We are very pleased to present them to you 
and thankful for their commitment to Manresa.

Mr. Joe Basta graduated from Boston College in 1969, Georgetown 
University Law Center in 1974, and received an MA in Theology 
in 2008 from Sacred Heart Major Seminary. He is president and 
owner of  Basta Resolutions, P.L.L.C, and adjunct professor at MSU 
College of  Law.  He is also the president of  the Dispute Resolution 
Center of  Washtenaw and Livingston Counties and holds several 
other volunteer positions in the metropolitan area. While not new 
to Manresa, Joe is new to our Board of  Directors and brings his 
deep Jesuit roots and training along with his professional knowledge 
to our benefit on the Board. 

Mr. Peter Kreher is a financial advisor for The Northwestern Mutual Financial Network. He has been with NMFN for 38 years 
since graduation from the University of  Detroit in 1974. Peter, a native of  Buffalo, New York, he is currently serving on the 
Board of  Directors of  South Oakland Shelter (SOS), The Birmingham Rotary Club (treasurer) and The Birmingham Rotary 
Foundation and is a past member of  the Holy Name Parish Council. Peter has completed the Ignatian Spiritual Exercises along 
with attending weekend retreats at Manresa. He has been married to Julie for 37 years and has two grown daughters and two 
granddaughters.

Mr. Dave Nona is a consulting civil/environmental engineer by background and was a principal in a local consulting engineering 
firm for over 25 years. He still practices consulting engineering and is also a partner in Triangle Development Inc, which is a 
residential and commercial development and construction company. Dave graduated from Baghdad College (1964) and Al-
Hikma University (1968), which were Jesuit Schools in Baghdad, Iraq that have since been closed. He also has a Master of  
Science degree in engineering from the University of  Rhode Island.

Dave is the chairman of  the Chaldean Federation of  America, and was one of  the founders and past chairmen of  the Chaldean 
American Chamber of  Commerce. He previously served on our Board and the Loyola High School Board in Detroit. He is 
a graduate of  the Loyola Ignatian Spirituality program, as well as an annual Manresa retreatant. He and his wife Holly have 

two sons and a daughter. The family is a member of  two 
parishes; St. Thomas Chaldean Catholic Church in West 
Bloomfield and Our Lady of  Refuge Church in Orchard 
Lake. 

Mr. Brian O’Keefe is a shareholder, director and a 
founding member of  Hyman Lippitt, P.C. He is currently 
the supervising attorney of  the Firm’s corporate, real 
estate, business and personal planning law departments.  
Mr. O’Keefe received a Bachelor of  Arts degree from 
Michigan State University in 1981, graduating cum 
laude.  He then attended Columbus School of  Law at 
the Catholic University of  America in Washington D.C., 
where he achieved the degree of  juris doctor in May, 1986.  

His professional memberships include the State Bar of  
Michigan, the Oakland County Bar Association and the 
American Bar Association. He also sits, or has sat on, 
the Board of  Directors of  the Young Entrepreneurs 
Organization of  Michigan and Manresa Retreat House.  
Brian has been given the highest ranking of  AV by the 
Martindale-Hubbell Law Directory. 

We welcome Brian’s return to our Board.

New Board members l to r Dave Nona, Peter Kreher, Joe Basta. 
Missing Brian O’Keefe

Thank You From the Outgoing Chair
It has been an enormous privilege to chair the board of  the 
Manresa Jesuit Retreat House these past two years.  As many of  
you know, Manresa is a holy place and I am continually amazed at 
the wonderful people we get to encounter.

The board has been great to work with as we have made much 
progress in strategic planning and transforming Manresa from a 
retreat house to a spirituality center that adapts to the needs of  the 
community.

I profess much gratitude to our two 
outgoing members, Mr. Gerald L. 
Seizert and Fr. David Mastrangelo, for 
their time and talents.

Please keep the motto of  Manresa, “A 
fire that kindles other fires,” in your 
prayers.

God bless you all, 
Frank Migliazzo
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Walter Farrell Memorial Series

Karl Rahner’s 
Theological 
Revolution

Behind many of  the changes 
inspired by Vatican II stands the 
work of  Jesuit theologian Karl 
Rahner (1904-1984), considered 
by many to be the foremost Catholic thinker of  the 20th 
century.  At the time of  his death he had published more 
than 4000 books, articles and encyclopedia entries on almost 
every conceivable theological topic. His insightful reception 
of  traditional Catholic beliefs remained thoroughly orthodox, 
deriving its core inspiration from personal prayer and the 
Spiritual Exercises of  St. Ignatius of  Loyola.  

This eight-session seminar will provide a simple introduction to 
and overview of  Rahner’s massive theological works, focusing 
on his major essays on faith today, the mystery of  God and 
human existence, the Incarnation, the unity of  the love of  God 
and the love of  neighbor, devotion to Mary, and the future of  
the Church.

Instructor Fr. Justin Kelly, SJ, is professor of  religious studies 
at the University of  Detroit Mercy and has led seminars at 
Manresa during the past two years.

Dates:  January 15, 29,  February 12, 26
  March 12, 26,   April 9, 23
Cost:     $150.00          Time: 7 to 9 PM

Reading Seminar
Theme: Christian Spirituality, Ignatian Style; Local and 
Global, Personal and Societal

Process of  Class: Reflection Questions will be provided 
each class to help prepare for the next class; lectures and 
engaging discussions on the reading materials of  each class. 
Bibliography: The Call to Discernment in Troubled Times by 
Dean Brackley, SJ; The End of  War by Paul K. Chappell; The 
Emergent Christ by Ilia Delio, OSF

Instructor: Bernie Owens, SJ, PhD

Dates: Semester II: Jan. 8 & 22, Feb. 
5, Mar. 5 & 19, Apr. 2, 16 & 30

Time: 7 to 9:30 PM

Cost: $150.00 

Register Here for all programs on 
these pages.

I – EXTENDED PROGRAMS

Upcoming Program Offerings at Manresa
Registration: Credit card payment accepted by phone 248.644.4933 or Web site www.manresa-sj.org   

or by check payable to Manresa. Mail to Manresa, 1390 Quarton Road, Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304-3554

Christian Yoga: For the Body, 
Mind and Spirit
Maintaining your peace requires your ability to focus and to 
become quiet to awaken to and be more present to the Spirit. 
The benefits of  yoga affect your whole being. Yoga is a prac-
tice that integrates mind, body and spirit to help you quiet your 
center.   We will focus on breath and alignment of  our bodies 
while deeply stretching and gently moving into a quiet space 
within  for meditation.

Join us at Manresa for this healthy, healing practice in an 
atmosphere of  prayer, sacred music and scripture.

 Leader:      Grace Seroka  Graduate of  the Ignatian Spirituality 
Program, Certified Instructor and member of  YAGD (Yoga 
Association of  Greater Detroit)

Dates: Monday Evenings:  All classes – 5:30 – 6:45 pm 
Session 1 January 7, 14, 21 and 28, February  4 and 11 
Session 2 February 18 and 25, March 4, 18 and 25 
Cost: Session I paid in advance is $60 or as a drop in at $12 
per class. 

 Session II is $50 paid in advance. Payments may be made by 
cash or check the day of  the class.

Equipment: Please bring your exercise mat and yoga block if  
desired. Therapeutic bands are available to purchase at class.            

Learning How to Pray with the Bible
A Way To Prepare for Lent and Easter, 2013

You are invited to an eight-week program that teaches you 
how to meditate and contemplate the great themes and sto-
ries of  the Bible by using the methods of  prayer drawn from 
St. Ignatius of  Loyola’s Spiritual Exercises.  Please note: this 
is not Bible Study but Bible-based Prayer.

Program Leaders:  Mike Carter and Dorothy Pilla, mem-
bers of  Manresa’s Internship in Ignatian Spirituality 

When:     Mondays: February 25--April 22, 2013
Time:  7:00 –9:30 PM
Materials Needed:  A contemporary translation of  the 
Bible       and a notebook with pen 

Cost:    $50.00 per person.  

https://www.manresa-sj.org/219_Workshop_ol.htm
https://www.manresa-sj.org/219_Workshop_ol.htm
http://www.manresa-sj.org/
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III—ONE-DAY PROGRAMS

And now for something completely different… 

Becoming Barbara: A Spirituality for the Second Half  of  Life 
Inspirational, Musical, Fun Theatre on  January 14, 2013

Join Crystal Davidson, Mary Dudley, Kathy Parker and Patty Ward as they present this readers’ 
theatre program on getting beyond the Barbie Syndrome and becoming Barbara, 

a woman of  mature faith.

Lunch: 12:00 pm Inspirational, Fun Theatre: 1:00 pm 
Prayer Service: 2:00 pm

The truth will set you free…and make you laugh     Cost: $35 Tickets available here

NEW!

CAREGIVERS RETREAT
February 1 - 3

Come to Manresa Jesuit Retreat House for a relaxing, restful, 
restorative weekend retreat specifically for men and women 
who are care givers—professionals like nurses and health 
care workers, or people who give home care for members 
of  their own family or others. This weekend is designed 
to minister to you, to allow you to be on the receiving end 
of  care, grace and spiritual nourishment. Come rest in the 
silence and solitude of  Manresa's beautiful setting. Find 
nourishment and refreshment of  mind, body, spirit.

Facilitators: Sr. Sally Smollen, RSM & Mrs. Mary McKeon

COUPLES PRAYER RETREAT
February 1 – 3 

The impact that shared daily prayer between spouses has on 
the happiness and well-being of  marriages is dramatic. This 
special Weekend Retreat will help you experience firsthand 
how so many couples are becoming lifelong soul mates simply 
by learning how to pray together safely, closely, comfortably 
and consistently. The weekend is more than a romantic time 
away, it is an opportunity to draw closer to one another 
through grace. Do not miss this opportunity to become  
closer to the one God joined you to.

Facilitators:  Deacon Bob and Kathy Ovies

AN ENCOUNTER WITH THE HEALING CHRIST 
A Manresa Healing Retreat 
Friday to Sunday March 15 - 17

There are quiet places in our hearts where we have placed doubts, memories, fears and hurts which need the loving hand of  
Jesus to heal. Receive His embrace during a precious few days of  quiet and serenity. Manresa is a place of  peace where we can 
light a path which can lead to freedom, forgiveness, healing. God is waiting for you. Don't miss the invitation. 

Directors:  Fr. John Esper & Debbie Tourville A non-refundable deposit of  $40 is required

The Discernment of  Spirits According to St. Ignatius of  Loyola
This workshop includes an analysis of  Ignatius’ principles for discerning movements of  God and the Evil One in 
us, practicing with case studies, time for discussion in small and large groups and an enjoyable community in the 
Advent and Christmas spirit.

Presenters: Fr. Bernie Owens, SJ and Ann Dillon
Dates: Friday, December 7 (7:30 PM) thru Sunday, December 9, (12:30 PM)
Cost: $195 for residents; $155 for commuters (which includes $40 nonrefundable registration fee)
To Register: See page 7. Once you have registered, the readings and study notes will be mailed to you to help 
you prepare for the workshop. Registration deadline:  December 1, 2012

II—WEEKEND PROGRAMS 

https://www.manresa-sj.org/219_Workshop_ol.htm
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TRAVELING WITH MANRESA 
 Please contact us as soon as possible if  you have any 

interest in or questions about these trips.  248.644.4933
Reserve your spot early, before they fill up. 

Join Fr. Bernie Owens, SJ from Manresa Jesuit Retreat House 
“I am leading an eleven day pilgrimage and tour to some of the most 
beautiful and spiritually signifi cant places in Israel and Jordan, from 
May 6-17.  It would be great if you could join me and others for this 
unforgettable time.”

 Th e tour will include Bethlehem and the Church of the Nativity, 
Nazareth and its glorious basilica, the site in Jordan where it 
is thought Jesus was baptized by John the Baptist, the Mount 
of Temptations and Jericho. Th en the Lake of Galilee and its 
numerous churches. We will take a boat ride across the lake from 
one side to the other and have several opportunities to swim in it 
from sandy beaches. Each day we will have Eucharist, and one of 
the days at an outdoor altar on the beach where Jesus multiplied 
the loaves. Mount Tabor, Cana, Caesarea and Joppa both on the 
Mediterranean Sea…then the Garden of Gethsemani, Calvary, 
and the tomb where Jesus was buried and rose. We will fi nish by 
celebrating a mass at Emmaus and later visit the upper room where 
the Eucharist was given and Pentecost happened. Th ese and other 
major sites will be included while we read the scriptures of the 
incident that happened at each of these sites. Temperatures in the 
day will be high 70s and low 80s.

$4,224 per person, double occupancy;
Book by October 15, 2012 and save $100.

Pay in cash or by check and save an additional $125.
Call Fr. Owens at Manresa (248-644-4933, ext. 16)

or visit our website at www.manresa-sj.org  for more information.

Manresa 
Pilgrimage to
Israel & Jordan
May 6 - 17, 2013

 Only 6 spots left!

Meeting Jesus Heart to Heart 
Praying with Ignatius of  Loyola

This 6-week prayer series, modeled on the Spiritual Exercises 
of  St. Ignatius of  Loyola, is centered on the person of  Jesus 
Christ. Each week, the prayers reflect one of  the four themes 
from the Exercises. Additionally, at our weekly meetings we 
will discuss various topics relating to Ignatian spirituality. 
Praying with Ignatius of  Loyola offers an opportunity for 
spiritual growth while encountering Christ in new and 
deeper ways in Scripture and daily life. The format includes 
small group sessions for sharing. Participation requires weekly 
attendance and a commitment of  30 minutes of  prayer each 
day. 

Facilitators: Mary McKeon, Diane Neville and  Joe Olesnavage 
Mondays - January 7 through February 11, 2013
Time: 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM
Cost: $60 per person; $100 per married couple  
Limit: 15 participants 
For Further Information: Contact Mary McKeon 

248.644.4933, ext. *817

Women-to-Women  
Listen, share, learn, grow, affirm, support, 

awaken, relax, renew, nourish
The Women-to-Women group will continue meeting 
in 2013 and you are warmly invited to join us for coffee, 
conversation, prayer and faith sharing. “Come As You Are” 
is our theme as we gather together to break open Scripture, 
to listen and to share our stories. Life is challenging and 
we all need to re-energize, to be heard, affirmed, spiritually 
nourished and renewed. Come when you can, come as you 
are and grow with us in Christ. No registration necessary. 

Facilitators: Mary McKeon and Diane Neville 
When: Monday Mornings 
           January 14, 28; February 11, 25;  
          March 11, 25; April 8, 22; May 6, 20 
9:30 AM Coffee 
10:00 - 11:30 AM Prayer /Faith Sharing                          
                in Manresa’s Library  

Donations are gratefully accepted.
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Bro. Mike O’Grady 
listens to the Scripture 
reading during the 
River Meditation held 
on October 16. The 
weather was perfect 
for a fall day with just a 
slight nip in the air, but 
everyone had brought 
enough layers to  stay 

comfortable. The sunlight perfectly illuminated her point as 
Grace Seroka drew her spiritual analogies while explaining 
the effect of  nature on the trees. The morning included 

faith sharing, Liturgy and a 
deeper appreciation of  God’s 
gift of  creation. 

Look for this program to 
make a return appearance in 
other seasons.

Thanks to all our Volunteers
There was a bright spirit among those gathered on November 
1st in the Manresa Chapel for a wonderful celebration. We 
were celebrating all the saints and souls of  those we love 
with friends who gave of  their time and talent during 2012 
in the many events and activities of  the retreat house. We 
celebrated each other, staff  and volunteers in a union of  
effort to promote what we see as God’s work at the corner 
of  Quarton and Woodward.  The happy time continued as 
we gathered for some adult beverages and conversation in 
the Library and then sat down in a transformed dining room 
to a wonderful meal prepared by our chefs.

Far from the normal “quiet” atmosphere, the house was 
filled with conversation and merriment as we recalled the 
year and the many good times we had together.  I must 
admit, the door prize give-away added a little excitement and 
plenty of  laughter.

Manresa could not function without this close knit family 
of  volunteers who just seem to come when we most need 
them and add their talent to all we do. We can’t thank them 
enough and we can never have enough help. I hope to see 
our number grow next year at our Volunteer Recognition 
Dinner. Why don’t you join us?  Take a moment to fill in 
this survey so we know your interests.      by Hugh Buchanan

River Meditation a Keeper Stations of  the Cross Dedication

The renovation of  Manresa’s Stations of  the Cross was truly 
a community effort. So, as a community, Manresa dedicated 
and celebrated them. Over fifty guests were in attendance, 
including three generations of  the Greening family which 
gifted the original stations. The Condits also brought 3 
generations, and it is a good thing because the youngest 
generation was put to work during the ceremony:  Colin 
was the crossbearer and Regan carried the holy water. As 
Fr. Bernie Owens remarked, it is this younger generation, 
and future generations like them who will really benefit from 
these beautiful stations. 

If  you have not seen the stations yet, we welcome you to 
come by any time and walk them, pray them. The landscaping 
is not done yet, the benches are yet to be ordered and we 
are hoping to redo the path soon, but in the meantime, the 
stations are a treasure to be shared.

http://survey.constantcontact.com/survey/a07e6hfegqfh81ym5o4/start
http://survey.constantcontact.com/survey/a07e6hfegqfh81ym5o4/start
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Fundraising is a subject we seldom think about from a spiritual 
perspective. But for Henri J. M. Nouwen, even this most 
unsettling of  tasks was an opportunity to find God while 
building up the Kingdom. "Fundraising is, first and foremost, 
a ministry," the renowned author and teacher wrote. "It's a way 
of  announcing our vision and inviting other people into our 
mission." 
“Henri Nouwen sought the center of  things. Never content 
to observe life from the sidelines, his approach to new 
experiences and relationships was full throttle. He looked at 
the world with the enthusiastic anticipation 
of  a child, convinced that right in the midst 
of  life he would find the God who loves us 
without conditions. Helping us recognize this 
God in the very fabric of  our lives was the 
enduring passion of  Henri’s life and ministry.” 
Sue Mosteller, CSJ
How do we move from perceiving fundraising 
as an unpleasant but unavoidable activity to 
recognizing fundraising as a life-giving, hope-
filled expression of  ministry?
As ministry, fundraising includes proclamation 
and invitation as well as conversion.  
“Fundraising is proclaiming what we believe 
in such a way that we offer other people an 
opportunity to participate with us in our vision 
and mission.” For Henri, the proclamation 
and invitation involve a challenging call to conversion for fund-
raisers and donors alike. Vision and mission are so central to 
the life of  God’s people that without vision we perish and 
without mission we lose our way. (Prov 29:18, 2 Kings 21:1-19)
God’s Kingdom is the place of  abundance where every 
generous act overflows its original bounds and becomes part 
of  the unbounded grace of  God at work in the world. (2 cor 
9 10-15) Asking people to share their assets is giving them 

the opportunity to put their resources at the disposal of  the 
Kingdom. To raise funds is to offer people the chance to invest 
what they have in the work of  God. Whether they have much 
or little is not as important as the possibility of  making their 
money available to God. When Jesus fed five thousand people 
with only five loaves of  bread and two fish, he was showing 
us how God’s love can multiply the effects of  our generosity. 
(Matt 14:13-21) 
Generosity begets generosity. This is especially so when 
generosity is rooted in the rich soil of  community.

If  we ask for money, it means that we offer 
a new fellowship, a new brotherhood, a 
new sisterhood, a new way of  belonging. 
We have something to offer—friendship, 
prayer, peace, love, fidelity, affection, 
ministry with the needy—and these 
things are so valuable that people are 
willing to make their resources available 
to sustain them.
When we approach fundraising in a spirit 
of  gratitude, we do so knowing that God 
has already given us what we most need 
for life in abundance. Gratitude flows 
from the recognition that who we are and 
what we have are gifts to be received and 
shared. Gratitude releases us from the 
bonds of  obligation and prepares us to 

offer ourselves freely and fully for the work of  the Kingdom.
Fundraising is a very rich and beautiful activity. It is a confident, 
joyful, and hope-filled expression of  ministry. In ministering to 
each other, each from the riches that he or she possesses, we 
work together for the full coming of  God’s Kingdom. 

Adapted from A Spirituality of  Fundraising  
by Fr. Henri J. M. Nouwen

The Spirituality of  Fundraising 

Why Does Manresa hold an Annual Appeal?
The voluntary contributions given by retreatants generally fall short of  paying the expenses related to the retreats. To sustain 
the ministry and provide for those who cannot pay, Manresa depends on the Annual Fund, specifically, the Adopt-a-Retreatant 
Fund. This fund is dedicated to supporting the day-to-day operations, as well as covering the shortfall when the donations do 
not cover the costs for the weekend. Here, in graphic view, is an illustration of  the benefits from this program.

The average cost to Manresa for a retreat is $265. Because we 
rely on special events (the Gala, concerts, etc.) to cover part 
of  the overhead, the suggested donation is $200. We rely on 
the Annual Appeal, specifically the Adopt-a-Retreatant Fund 
to cover the balance.

Covering the Cost of  Retreats

Retreat 
donations 

72%

Annual 
Appeal  

19%

From 
Special 
Events 

9%

The Annual Fund underwrites not only conference retreats, 
but also Days of  Recollection, Youth and Kairos retreats and 
all of  Manresa’s Programs and Seminars. It is fair to say that 
the fund helps all 11,000 participants who enjoy Manresa’s 
programs.

Where does the remainder of  the Annual fund go? 

71 % Conference Retreats 
(Adopt-a-Retreatant)
11% Individually Directed 
Retreats
4% Days of Recollection
10% Youth and Kairos  
Retreats
4% Programs and Seminars
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You might think, given Manresa Jesuit Retreat House’ location in a city that has one of the highest per capita incomes in 
the United States, that our retreatants would not need to be subsidized in order to attend a retreat. Unfortunately, that is not 
so. Every day we hear stories of how the economy continues to challenge our participants. More than one retreatant can 
“barely afford the gas to drive here.”  Because our Annual Fund underwrites the cost, Manresa is able to offer retreats for 
Twelve Steppers, Alanon, AA, Inner Urban Parishes, Young Adult Seekers, Caregivers, Healing Retreat and many others. 
Your contribution to the Annual Appeal, specifically the Adopt-a-Retreatant fund, allows Manresa to continue its policy of 
relying on voluntary donations for Conference Retreats, a tradition that dates back to Manresa’s founding 86 years ago. For 
many retreatants, many who are in crisis, this is the only way they can afford to make their much-needed retreat.

Contributions to the Annual Appeal also help underwrite Manresa’s Days of Reflection, Workshops and 
Seminars. It is fair to say this yearly request actually helps all of Manresa’s 11,000 program participants 
by keeping the cost affordable for all. (See graph page 12.) 

If you wish to contribute to the task God has entrusted to Manresa—to help people become closer to 
God—you may give online via PayPal.

Manresa Gratefully Acknowledges the Following Donors

Ignatian Circle ($10,000 and above)
Mr. and Mrs. Fran Sehn
Director’s Circle ($5000 to $9999) 
Mr. and Mrs. William Molnar 
Mr. Gerald L. Seizert
Fellow ($2500 to $4,999)
Mr. M. J. Moroun 
Millennium Society  $1000 to $2499
Mrs. Mary E. Andrecovich 
Mrs. Martha Bober 
Mrs. and Mr. Suzanne Brown 
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Burke 
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Darin 
Ms. Catherine Malerich 
Associate ($500 to $999) 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Buchanan 
Mr. and Mrs. James Hicks 
Mr. and Mrs. Francis King 
Mr. and Mrs. Denis Lindner 
Friend ($100 to 499)  
Ms. Sheila Book 
Mrs. Rita  Brady 
Mr. Frank T.  Buchanan 
Ms. Mary Cafferty 
Ms. Ann-Marie  Ciceri 
Mr. William D. Cohan 
Mr. Thomas L. Dillon Sr. 
Mr. Pasquale Diterizzi 
Mr. Patrick R. Dwyer 
Mr. Raymond W. Hosek 
Mr. John Kennedy 
Mr. Donald J. Kostrewa 

Mr. and Mrs. Zouhair Koza 
Mr. Peter Kreher 
Ms. Catherine C. LaForest 
Mr. Sam Maroun 
Mr. and Mrs. James Moloney 
Mr. and Mrs. James Motschall 
Mr. Thomas Myers 
Mrs. Barbara Niman 
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick O’Brien 
Ms. Suzanne  O’Leary 
Mr. Anthony Pantuso 
Ms. Deanna Tabar 
Mr. and Mrs. Roger Veitch 
Mr. Warren J. Von Eschenbach 
Mr. Ralph White

HONORARY AND MEMORIAL GIFTS
In Honor of  Michael C Heppner, C.S.C.  
Ms. Alda Marie McCook  
In Honor of  Fr. Gregory Hyde, SJ  
Ms. Alda Marie McCook 
In honor of  Bob and Patti Koval  
Mr. and Mrs. Terence Desmond 
In Honor of  Fr. Edward Prus  
Ms. Alda Marie McCook 
In Honor of   Fr. James Serrick, SJ 
Eugene and Eleanor Harms Foundation 
In honor of  the 50th Wedding 
Anniversary of  Joseph & Kathryn 
McGlynn 
Mr. Kevin McGlynn 

In Memory of  Hugh E. Buchanan 
Mr. and Mrs. John Bernia 
Mrs. Kathkeen Fulks 
In Memory of  John Gnau 
Mr. Gregory Denlea 
Mr. John S. Flintosh 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Luyckx 
Mr. Charles Otis 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Phillips 
Mr. and Mrs. George Seroka 
In memory of  Fr. Walt Farrell, SJ 
Mrs. Margaret  Alberts 
Mrs. Martha  Condit 
Mr. Nelson Dworack 
Sr. Stephanie  Helfrich O.S.U. 
Mrs. Kathleen  Mills 
Ms. Carolyn  Price 
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Rider 
In Memory of  Hazel Lampros 
Mrs. Nancy Levine 
In Memory of  Mary Lou LeFere 
Mr. James A. LeFere 
In Memory of  James W. McCook 
Ms. Alda Marie McCook 
In memory of  Fr. McGrail, SJ 
Ms. Alda Marie McCook 
In Memory of  Virginia M. Runde 
Ms. Ilene Blackman 
Mr. Daniel Dillingham 
Ms. Laura Gusba 
Magna Seating

Ignatian Circle        $10,000 and above
Director’s Circle     $5,000 to $9,999
Fellow                      $2500 to $4,999
Millennium Society  $1000 to $2499
Associate                 $500 to $999
Friend                     $100 to $499 

Gifts at these levels will be recognized 
in our publications.

Your Fellow Retreatants Need Your Help

Your gift may have double the impact. A kind donor has agreed 
to match online gift-giving for any new online donors or any 
donor who increases their giving amount from last year. 

Help us meet this challenge! 
Click here to give to Manresa’s Annual Appeal.

https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=E4TD96HBD5S6Y
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=CWU89GG2EPY7Q
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Manresa’s Women-to-Women Prayer Group
 warmly invites you to 

An Advent Tea
at Manresa Jesuit Retreat House

Monday, December 3, 2012
1 PM 

Reflections by Kelly Nieto  
Producer of The Cross and the Light,
Mary McKeon and Diane Neville

2 -3 PM Tea 

Please bring a friend 
Cost: $15 due November 29 
For further info call  
248-644-4933

Tickets go on sale now online 
or from the Front Office

Christmas Open House with 
Lessons, Lights and Carols

Our Christmas Open House, on December 2, 
2012, from 3 to 6 PM, is a perfect time to see and 
introduce others to the beauty of  Manresa. The 
House will be decorated in its finest regalia thanks 
to many volunteer hands. Guided tours of  the 
historic building are available as well as refreshments 
in our dining room and library. The day will close 
with Evensong beginning at about 5:30 PM. Come 
join us and make this one of  your holiday traditions.

MAKE A NOTE TO COME!
December 2, 2012

Weekend Workshops:  

The Discernment of  Spirits 
According to St. Ignatius of  

Loyola  
December 7 through December 9, 2012

This workshop includes: 

•An analysis of  Ignatius’ principles for discerning the 
movements of  God and the Evil One in us 

•Practice using these principles with case studies 

•Time for discussion in small and large group settings

Presenters:  Father Bernie Owens, S.J. and Ann Dillon

Dates: Friday, December 7 (7:30 PM) until   

     Sunday, December 9, 2012 (12:30 PM)  

Cost: $195.00 for residents; $155.00 for commuters   
Registration deadline:  December 1, 2012 

Register with Ann Dillon by sending your name, address, 
phone number and $40 non-refundable check made payable 
to Manresa. (Registration fee applicable to cost of  weekend.) 
Using your credit card, you may also register by email 
(adillon@manresa-sj.org) or by phone (248-644-4933 ext. 
*813). Once you have made your deposit to Manresa, pre-
workshop reading and study notes will be mailed to you.

Exploring Exodus 
with Janis Fletcher

 
 
The Book of  Exodus is central to the faith of  both Jews 
and Christians. In story and in law, in liturgy and in song, 
it tells of  the liberation of  the People of  God from slavery 
that they might serve in freedom the God Who Is. In this 
book we come face to face with the God who saves, the God 
whom Jesus calls Abba. The story of  Exodus is in a very real 
way our story too.
 

 
Tuesdays, 9:30 - 11:30 a.m.      
 Jan 29; Feb 12 & 26; March 12 & 26; April 9 & 23

  Cost: $75 ($40 for additional family members)

Cost includes a non-refundable registration fee of  $20  
($10 for other family members).

Register by mailing $20 deposit check to Janis Fletcher, 
28511 Lathrup Blvd, Lathrup Village, MI 48076 by January 
19, 2013.Please include address, phone number and e-mail 
address.

For further information, get in touch with Jan at 248.569-
2802 or scripturewithjan@yahoo.com.

https://www.manresa-sj.org/219_Workshop_ol.htm
https://www.manresa-sj.org/219_Workshop_ol.htm
mailto:scripturewithjan@yahoo.com
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Manresa Jesuit Retreat House Presents  

WHERE IS GOD IN SUFFERING?
Understanding the Meaning and Spiritual Possibilities in Human Suffering

Presenter:  Fr. Richard J. Hauser, S.J. 

          Professor of  Theology, Creighton University in Omaha, NE

Themes to be addressed:

1. How Does God Work in This World:  Two Approaches to Suffering

2. Old Testament Approach: Why Me, O God?

3. New Testament Approach:  Help Me, O God!

4. How Does Jesus Save us from Suffering?

5. All Powerful and All Loving?  An Approach to Divine Providence

(Participants can prepare for this workshop by reading Fr. Hauser’s 

book Finding God in Troubled Times (Loyola Press, $13.95)

Date:        Friday, November 9 – Sunday, November 11, 2012

Weekend begins at 7:30pm on Friday & ends with lunch at 12:35pm on Sunday            

Place:    Colombiere Retreat & Conference Center

                     9075 Big Lake Road, Clarkston, MI   4848347

Cost:           $195      Single room, no bath   

                    $165      Commuter, includes all meals

To Register:  Send name, address, phone number and $50 non-refundable check 
payable to Manresa.  You may also register with a credit card by phone or on-line.

Manresa Retreat House: 
1390 Quarton Road

     Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304

     (248) 644-4933, ext. 10 E-mail – office@manresa-sj.org     Website – www.manresa-sj.org       

Only 8 

spots left!

mailto:office@manresa-sj.org
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About midday Sunday, October 7, 
Manresa’s Wernert Lounge began 
to come to life as a crew entered 
the space to arrange the chairs for 
“theater” seating, i.e., facing the south 
wall.  The piano was rolled generally 
in front of  the chairs with an interval 
left for the rest of  the ensemble.  Staff  
and musicians began to arrive and 
they conferred on the final placement 
of  the piano and the musicians’ chairs.  
As the musicians tuned up, volunteers reported to assist with 
tickets, ushering and distributing programs.  By 3:00 PM the 
audience was seated and all was ready for the inaugural concert 
of  Manresa’s third annual series.

Fr. Gregory Hyde, Manresa’s Director, offered remarks of  
welcome that recalled the Jesuit Order’s own musical heritage.  
Concert Series Chair Pat Seibold thanked those present for 
attending as the third element of  the concert triad comprised 
of  composer, performer and listener.

And then the music began as the Woodward Corridor 
Musicians and their colleagues invited the audience through a 
sonata for violin and guitar, a piano quintet by Beethoven and 
some contemporary selections for brass band.  The afternoon 
culminated in an afterglow in Manresa’s dining room featuring 
beverages, hors d’oeuvres and a chance to mingle with the 
artists.  Audience comments were thoroughly favorable, 
including:

• Fine concert; I liked the diversity of  the music.

• Great…very professional.  I am always amazed at the 
quality of  many local musicians; we appreciated all of  
the performances.

• Excellent…beautiful selections; talented musicians.

These remarks typify the audience support Manresa has 
enjoyed over the last two seasons, moving us to expand our 
series from three concerts to four.  A seasonal concert will 
be performed on December 9 by pianist Chris Charboneau 
and vocalist Patty Ward, music ministers at Birmingham’s 
Holy Name Parish, as well as (we understand) some surprise 
singers.  On January 27, the Fleur De Lys Chamber Ensemble, 
comprised of  professional musicians from local orchestras, 
presents a varied program from the string repertoire.  And 
on March 3, Jerry McKenzie’s Just Jazz, featuring Jerry as 
the former drummer with the Stan Kenton Orchestra and 
appearing in numerous area venues, offers a lighter touch as 
Lent approaches.

All remaining concerts will begin at 3:00 PM and will be 
followed by an afterglow.  As the days shorten and temperatures 
drop, all are invited for a relaxing Sunday afternoon of  artistry 
and fellowship.  Purchase tickets at https://www.manresa-sj.
org/219_ConcertTicketsl.htm or by phone at (248) 644-4933.

Pat Seibold, Concert Series Chair               

Manresa Launches  
Four-Concert Season

On the Air!
“I know that voice.  It sounds like Fr. Hyde, but on the radio?”  
Yes! On the radio. Hugh Buchanan and Fr. Greg were guests 
on October 15 with Dave Wagner, bringing some spice to his 
morning show on WRCJ 90.9 FM radio’. Ok, maybe the spice 
came from the cookies from Manresa’s kitchen, but hey, they 
were well-received.  

Fr. Greg and Hugh offered through Manresa a challenge grant 
with a goal to reach a certain number of  calls during the public 
radio fund raiser. It was nice to hear many of  Manresa’s friends 
calling in their support and even sending along a little greeting 
to the directors. Not only did WRCJ meet its financial goal, 
but we met our goal of  talking about Manresa to the station’s 
many listeners in the metropolitan area and across the globe 
(via internet broadcasting). Fr. Greg described the mission 
and the many kinds of  programs available but unknown to 
many in this listening audience. Manresa will also receive some 
added advertising opportunities for the Open House and the 
Christmas Concert in December.

So now, we have a couple of  radio personalities on our staff ?  
Well, they may look surprised if  you ask for an autograph, so it 
probably didn’t go to their heads 

The Manresa Jesuit Raffle  
was a Sellout!

The 2012 Manresa Jesuit Raffle, which sported a new name, 
a new look and offered significantly better opportunities for 
players to win the $5,000 grand prize completely sold out.  
The odds of  winning went from 1 in 1,500 to 3 in 250. The 
250 tickets were gobbled up by an eager community (at a cost 
of  $100 per ticket) well before the drawing at our Annual 
September 22nd Gala. As you know, this raffle contributes 
mightily to the financial support of  Manresa. The goal we set 
and achieved this year was to raise at least $15,000 – which 
exceeded the efforts in each of  the last five years.  

Departing from past, we offered three prizes – a $5,000 Grand 
Prize, a $2,000 Second Prize and a Third Prize of  $1,000. 
The Grand Prize was shared by three people who pooled 
their resources to buy the ticket: Sharon Tomkowiak, Jenny 
Chapman and Ruth Ann Stevens; Joseph Regal won the 
Second Prize; and Steve Raymond the Third Prize. We even 
had a special drawing for sellers who sold ten or more raffle 
tickets. Gerry Siezert won the $1,000 drawing. In case you are 
wondering, we had ten people sell ten or more tickets.

Next year we would like to raise the value of  the Grand Prize to 
$10,000 and sell 350 ticket.so we can raise $20,000 for Manresa 
and help even more in its mission.  

The Grand Prize winners are 
Manresa’s own Front Office staff. 
From l to r Tom Hurley presents 
the check to Sharon Tomkowiak, 
Ruth Ann Stevens and Jenny 
Chapman.

https://www.manresa-sj.org/219_ConcertTicketsl.htm
https://www.manresa-sj.org/219_ConcertTicketsl.htm
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Winter Retreat Schedule

The winter retreat schedule is listed below for your convenience.  Many of  you will recognize 
your weekend, but still many others may have missed their retreat last fall or would like to attend 
another weekend.  It is important to know that you can generally come to any weekend scheduled, 
even if  you are not part of  the group listed.  Individually directed retreats are also available 
to you throughout the year. If  you would like to attend a retreat, conference or individually 
directed, please register by calling Manresa at 248.644.4933 or by using the easy and secure on-line 
registration at our website: www.manresa-sj.org.  

Upcoming Retreats
Conference Retreats for Men
Date  Group         Director
  1/ 4 – 6 Bp. Gallagher KC/Prince of  Peace/OL of  Refuge/St. Perpetua  Mary McKeon
  1/ 8 – 10 Professionals/Physicians/Lawyers     Fr. Leo Cachat, SJ
  1/11 – 13 Alhambra/Grosse Pointe Vicariate/Palms/Hengstebeck   Fr. Steve Hurd, SJ
  1/18 – 20 Men’s Fellowship Groups      Fr. Steve Hurd, SJ
  1/25 – 27 Divine Child/OL Q of  Martyrs/Kassab/St. Thomas More   Fr. Peter Fennessy, SJ
  2/ 8 – 10 AA Retreat for Men       TBA
  2/15 – 17 Fr. Wernert/Notre Dame/Ypsilanti      Fr. Jim Serrick, SJ
  3/ 1 –  3 Budd Company/Tumeo Group      Fr. Steve Hurd, SJ
  3/ 8 – 10 Reuter/St. Anastasia       Fr. Peter Fennessy, SJ
  3/22 – 24 Palm Sunday Group/Traverse City     TBA
  3/28 – 30 Holy Week Group/St. Regis/St. Owen/Pontiac First Friday Group  Fr. Steve Hurd, SJ
  4/12 – 14 Grand Rapids/Wyandotte-Downriver/Msg. Gordon K of  C/St. Daniel Fr. Leo Cachat, SJ
 

Conference Retreats for Women

Date  Group         Director
  1/15 – 17 All Groups/  Theme: Rembrandt and the Face of  Jesus   Fr. Peter Fennessy, SJ
  2/22 – 24 All Groups        Fr. Leo Cachat, SJ  &  
           Mary McKeon

Conference Retreats for Men and Women

Date  Description        Director 
 2/ 1 –  3 Couples’ Prayer        Bob & Kathy Ovies
 2/ 1 –  3 Caregivers’ Retreat       Sr. Sally Smollen, RSM  
           & Mary McKeon
 3/15 – 17 Healing Retreat        Fr. John Esper  &
           Debbie Tourville
 4/5 – 7  Seekers’ Retreat (Young Adults 20’s & 30’s)    w/Charis Ministries

Daily Mass at Manresa
Manresa warmly invites you to join us at daily Mass at Manresa. Each morning, 
Monday through Friday, many gather in the peaceful environs of  the main Chapel 
for 8:00 AM Mass. Some spend another 30 minutes in silent meditation following 
the service on Tuesdays. Occasionally, after First Friday Mass, we serve breakfast. 
And the coffee is hot every morning (when the house is not hosting a retreat 
group.) If  your schedule allows, please join us! And don’t worry if  you have to 
scoot out right after Communion; everyone understands if  you have to rush to get 
where you are headed on time. It is a wonderful, prayerful community and we hope 
you will become part of  it.

http://www.manresa-sj.org/
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Deceased Members of  the Manresa Family
July - October 2012

Retreatant Awards—July - October 2012 
Manresa Pin—presented on the 15th Retreat Manresa Crest—presented on the 25th Retreat
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Manresa Blazer/Necklace—presented on the 50th Retreat

   

Sister Theresa Blaquiere

Genevieve Casey                  Manresa Ladies I          14 

Wiliam C. Cunningham        John Reuter (Ltnt.)       37

Robert  Duffey                     St. Dennis                    42

Elizabeth Dunn                    Married Couples            7

John Gnau                       Holy Week                  29

Alphonse Masko              Ford Tractor           45

Joseph H. Morin              Weisenburger           01

Shirley Seguin                  Manresa Ladies IV      30

Donald Schmaltz

Daniel Ducatt 
Gerald Greve 
Donald Hoffman 

Denis Linder 
Carol Munoz 
Brett Naumcheff  

Keith Schrag  
Stephen Schriedel 
Don White

Robert Brundage 
Robert Cordts 
Judith Flanz 

Gary Geresy 
Michael Haddow 
Gertrude LaFerte 

Mary Mulhern 
Michael Petroski

http://www.manresa-sj.org/

