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Manresa’s Publications Team 
would love to hear from you!  Do 
you have a comment, suggestion 
or story?  Please email asmith@
manresa-sj.org or use Manresa’s 
postal address.   
Left to right are: Hugh Buchanan, Grace 
Seroka, Fr. Peter Fennessy, SJ, Paul 
Seibold, George Seroka and Anne Smith 

Photo Credits:  (Front cover) Manresa campus in the fall, Wilson Bridge over 
the River Rouge by Paul Seibold; (Page 4) Fr. Hyde Collage by George Seroka. 
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Sign up for Bonus Material . . .  
and More!

We’re so excited to share all that’s happening at Manresa with you!  But since 
the amount of room on the printed page isn’t nearly enough to communicate 
everything, we post the overflow on the Internet.  Here are just some of the items 
we share with our online readers:
 E-version of Matters – click on embedded links to see “Bonus Material” 
on articles such as the picnic (p. 5), student volunteers and The Master’s 
Garden (p. 6), the Leadership Banquet (pp. 8-9) our staff spotlight (p. 15) 
and articles not found in the printed version, such as the Poland Pilgrimage. 

 Email News – sign up at our website’s home page to receive 
E-versions and stay updated on Manresa’s activities through periodic email 
communiqués. 

 www.manresa-sj.org – go here to sign up, check out our calendar of 
events, register for retreats and other offerings and find links to the latest 
issues of Manresa Matters and Memos.

 Facebook – find spiritually uplifting articles such as Friday’s postings by 
Associate Director Hugh Buchanan, whose personal life reflections on the 
Sunday readings will encourage your own.  (Check out http://goo.gl/BuzntG 
for Hugh’s prior reflections beautifully compiled by his daughter Valerie.)

Don’t miss out—click here to sign up at our home page today!
~ Publications Team
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direction and the Thirty-day Directed Retreat.  After 
thirty years away, I am very happy to be returning to 
Michigan and continuing in the ministry of sharing the 

Ignatian vision with our Manresa friends. 

I appreciate the leadership of Father 
Gregory Hyde, SJ over the last five years 
as well as all the efforts of the Manresa 
staff, the Board of Directors, the benefac-
tors and the volunteers to both continue 
and increase the opportunities for folks to 
experience Ignatian spirituality through 
presentations and retreats.  They have en-
hanced Manresa’s retreat house and im-
proved the grounds for our retreatants.  
My hope is to continue this wonderful 
mission and service in the years ahead.  I 

look forward to meeting and working with all of you 
to introduce more men and women to the gift of Igna-
tian spirituality.  

Please keep me and our mission in your prayers.

From the Director
I feel really privileged to be joining the Manresa Re-

treat House Community.  For the last sixteen years 
I served as Director of Ignatian Formation for the 

Adult Community of St. Xavier High 
School in Cincinnati, Ohio.  One of 
my joys as a Jesuit has been to intro-
duce the vision and world-view of St. 
Ignatius to the St. Xavier faculty, staff 
and parents.   I was part of a five-year 
program that taught new faculty and 
staff the spirituality and charism of St. 
Ignatius.  We did this through presen-
tations, book-discussions and offering 
a “Busy Person’s Retreat” based on the 
Spiritual Exercises.  I have always found 
it a gift and humbling to journey with 
retreatants as they experience the mercy and love of 
Jesus Christ.

When I first came to Michigan I was a newly ordained 
priest and served at our Jesuit Novitiate in Berkley.  It 
was there I became more familiar with Ignatian spiritu-
ality and taught Jesuit History to our novices.  When I 
became Director of Novices, I continued to teach Jesuit 
History as well as form the novices through spiritual 

Francis J. Daly, SJ
Executive Director

Horizons

I grew up amid the beauty of Michigan’s 
fields, forests and waterways but I discovered 
something wonderful when I moved to El Paso 

years ago:  the horizon.  It truly is big sky country 
in Texas.  One can see for miles and the Franklin 
Mountains gave an appreciation of the breadth of 
creation.  

Horizons are good for dreaming and discovering 
but are also there to intrigue us.  Like living in 
Michigan, we sometimes have to stretch our 
boundaries and crane our necks a little to see the 
horizon.  Manresa’s Ministerial Team has worked 
with many others to place some unique new things 
on your horizon for viewing in the coming year, 
among them:

• A new emphasis on the outdoors and ecology 
through Garden Days, The Master’s Garden and a 
number of Outdoor Reflections. 

•Expansion through new ethnic constituents from 
Hispanic and Chaldean communities.  Rincon 
Ignaciano is now a ministry within Manresa’s 

structure offering retreats, the Spiritual Exercises, 
days of reflection and more to the Hispanic 
Community in SE Michigan.

• Retreats tailored for specific spiritual needs.  New 
retreats for those who are grieving and a special 
Ignatian Spirituality Retreat for Men and Women 
will be held in 2015.

•New business leader groups for both men and 
women to discuss how to manage the balance of 
family, work and our spirituality.

•An emphasis on prayer and Ignatian Spirituality 
through educational seminars, reading seminars, 
discussion groups, talks on prayer (Lectio Divina/
Examen) and opportunities to live out one’s faith 
through the Ignatian Volunteer Corps or other 
avenues.

In the end, the horizon invites us.  It beckons us to 
expand our spiritual experience and with it, our 
lives.  Manresa has more than retreats.  Perhaps God 
is moving you too toward a new horizon.

~ by Hugh Buchanan



Page 4

  

It’s been nearly six years now since I arrived 
at Manresa as the new Executive Director of 
the house, and what an exciting six years they 

have been!  Prior to my arrival at Manresa, I was 
serving at our Jesuit institutions in Hong Kong for 
three years, so my transition into my new mission 
as Director of the retreat house overlapped with 
my transition back to life in America—all in all, an 
interesting experiment in cross-cultural confusion!  
Getting reacquainted with the American context, 
while learning the institutional culture of Manresa, 
made for a 
very busy 
first year.  

Fortunately, 
I was gifted 
with an 
Associate 
Director, 
Hugh 
Buchanan, 
who helped 
make the 
transition 
much easier, 
who has 
worked 
tirelessly 
over the past 
six years 
to better 
organize the running of the house and who together 
with Controller Tom Hurley got the house on 
sounder financial footing.  I also have my brother 
Jesuits to thank, who schooled me in the ways of 
the house and worked together in providing solid, 
Ignatian-inspired retreats to the many retreatants 
who have come to Manresa throughout the years.

Our maintenance staff, who look after not only 
the buildings but also the extensive grounds, have 
stood by me in many a crisis, especially the night 
when a water pipe burst in the lobby ceiling!  I 
have also deeply appreciated the special attention 
Rhonda Brown and the dining staff have given me 
and all our visitors throughout my stay.  I would 
be remiss if I didn’t also mention the housekeeping 
staff, who manage to turn around the house in a 
matter of a few hours when necessary!  Finally, I 
could not have asked for a better office staff, always 
there in service to our community and available for 
any work that needs to be done.  

Since my arrival we have also welcomed some new 
members to our staff, including Diane Neville, 
who has taken over from Mary McKeon; Sally 
Janecek,who took over the management of the Gala 
from Bud Wilson; and Rita Tinetti, who has helped 
to establish our development office and is now 
spearheading our Sustainability Campaign. Anne 
Smith has also recently joined us to manage our 

periodical 
publications—
this newsletter 
is a product 
of her efforts!  
With the 
departure of 
Fr. Bernie 
Owens, SJ to 
Africa, Ann 
Dillon has 
successfully 
helped to steer 
the Internship 
Program and 
has expanded 
her office 
to provide 
multiple 
programs 
in Ignatian 

formation and education.  I consider myself very 
fortunate to have had such a marvelous staff!

Most of all, of course, I am grateful for the wonderful 
community of men and women who make up the 
body and soul of Manresa!  As has been emphasized 
in the past, Manresa is not a place but a community.  
It is because of people like all of you that Manresa 
continues in its mission of service to the Church 
and the people of the Detroit metropolitan area. 
Without your prayers, without your support, without 
your “sharing the good news,” Manresa would be 
unable to continue its ministry.  Thanks to all of 
you, especially our volunteers who help look after 
the grounds, who staff our various activities and 
programs, and who give of their time and gifts to the 
apostolate of Manresa in which we all have a share. 

Much is being made of the “New Evangelization” 

Fr. Hyde’s Farewell How lucky I am to have something that 
makes saying goodbye so hard.         

~ Winnie-the-Pooh

~ continued on next page
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Fr. Hyde’s homily served as his 
public goodbye to the Manresa 
community.  Tying his remarks to 
the Gospel on the Ascension (Matt. 
28:16-20) he said: “Jesus assured 
His disciples that although He was 
leaving He would still be among 
them.  And for Jesuits and for all 
of us who carry on the work of the 
Kingdom, no matter where we may find ourselves—
here at Manresa, St. Paul, or wherever—that work 
we share is a common task where we find ourselves 
united in spirit.  I, too, will remain united in spirit 
with all of you at Manresa, praying for you, praying 
for the work that you do.   I ask also for your prayers 
as I carry out my new ministry as a member of the 
novitiate staff in St. Paul, Minnesota.”

Assisting at Mass were Fr. Christopher Bayu 
Risanto, SJ of Indonesia, whom Fr. Hyde had met 
while in the Philippines, and Fr. Peter Fennessy, SJ.

Picnic Marks Fr. Hyde’s 
Public Goodbye

Members of El Rincon Ignaciano provided the 
music, and lectors were drawn from the Hispanic 
and Chaldean communities.  Food was served and 
picnickers found their way beneath one of the large 
tents or onto family picnic blankets, 

The afternoon concluded with the raffle drawn by 
Fr. Hyde.  Winners of the $10,000 grand prize were 
a group of seven ladies from Manresa’s office staff  
calling themselves “The Seven Beauties”; the four 
above were happily present for the drawing. 

The annual picnic on June 1 began with Mass 
at the grotto before an assembly of some 200 
worshippers. 

to which we, as Catholics and Christians, are all 
being called by Pope Francis.  As I take my leave 
of Manresa and move on to a new ministry, I 
would offer this as my final thought: Manresa has 
served for generations as a place where retreatants 
can discover a means to deepen their relationship 
with our Lord and rekindle the fire of their faith.  
For those of us who have experienced interior 
renewal through a retreat, day of reflection, 
seminar, spiritual direction or just walking the 
grounds of Manresa—we have been gifted with 
a spark that is meant to be shared in order that 
the world will be set ablaze!  It is time to go out 
and spread the good news!  It is time to express 
that interior renewal we have experienced in a 
recommitted Christian life, a life of service in 
love to others.  That is ultimately what Manresa 
is about—a place and a community where we 
encounter the Lord Who sends us forth on 
mission to change ourselves—and the world.

A goodbye isn’t painful unless you’re never going 
to say hello again.  I look forward to staying in 
contact and expect that circumstances will allow 
me to visit Manresa at various points in the year. 

“Do well, do good work and stay in touch.” 

Click here to see more photos from the picnic!

Nancy  Corral 
with her two  

sons

Schram family 
with grandfather     
Chris Monette

Lee family (Joseph and 
Gabriel both completed the 
Ignatian Internship program)

Fr. Hyde’s Farewell  
(continued from page 4) 
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On a cold, gray, misty 
Saturday in March, a 
group of 12 university 

students arrived at Manresa to volunteer their help 
outdoors.  They were on break from a statewide 
convention in Troy of Circle K, a Kiwanis-affiliated 
student service organization.  Hugh Buchanan, 
Manresa’s associate director, had coordinated the 
project with Stacey Tyburski, president of the 
Oakland University Circle K chapter.   They were 

greeted by Hugh, Brother Mike O’Grady and 
volunteers Bill LePine and Steve Karsenian.  After 
an orientation in the barn, Brother Mike grouped 
the students into three work parties, giving them 
the task of gathering and stacking brush and 
debris for later disposal.  The students said they 
had a great time and the staff and volunteers were 
delighted and grateful for all they accomplished 
that afternoon.                                    ~ by Paul Seibold

Spirited Students Serve The Master’s Garden
Front row, left to 
right: Danielle 
Rustem, Kathleen 
Hurley, Jessica 
Northrup, Corryne 
Urbina, Stacey 
Tyburski, Laura 
Rhodes; back row, 
left to right: Travis 
Harris, Brandon 
Lucius, Mackenzie 
Pahl, Dylan Schlenvogt, 
Zachery Gizicki, 
Amanda Dembski

Mackenzie Pahl

I thought the place was amazing.  You can definitely 
tell that it is well loved.  It felt so good knowing that 
we helped the men do the amount of work that would 
take them a month to do in just a few short hours.  I 
know they really appreciated it.

~ Laura Rhodes, Northwood University, Freshman 

I had a great time volunteering at Manresa.  The 
people in charge were prepared to supply us with what 
we needed…  It was obvious that they were grateful 
for our help and so I left feeling really good about what 
I had done.

~ Mackenzie Pahl, Ferris State University, Junior

Left to right: Stacey Tyburski,  
Laura Rhodes, Amanda Dembski

Click for more: the Students and The Master’s Garden!

In welcoming everyone to The Master’s Garden, 
Executive Director Fr. Gregory Hyde, SJ noted: 
“It’s not a surprise that the first book of the 

Bible begins in a garden,” he noted.  “The garden 
is a spiritual doorway, the opportunity for us to 
connect with and reverence the earth, to foster 
the spirit within our communities.  We hope that 
Manresa can be that portal for you...”

The gates opened at 8:30 on May 31 to about 200 
paying guests.  Activities included five speakers, 
22 vendors, tours of the house and grounds, live 
entertainment, lunch, Flower Pot raffles and a 
50-50 drawing.  

Tracy Krauss (left) brought 
friend Sue Oliver for her 
first visit to Manresa who 
remarked, “A day out like this 
for a gardener is really a 
special treat.”

Valerie Serio was anxious to make 
her first visit to Manresa after seeing 
an ad in the Macomb County Master 
Gardener newsletter.  “I’ve been a life-
long Catholic and am just starting to 
explore my faith more fully.  I just want 
to experience every aspect that I can.”

Elaine Redmond makes felt 
flowers for her “BABY knits.”  
Proceeds from individual flower 
sales go toward insulin for her son-
in-law who has Type 1 diabetes. 

Fifty percent of the 
profits from “Ella 
Designs Original Jewelry” are donated 
to the Prechter Bipolar Research Fund 
(University of Michigan Depression 
Center) in memory of Elizabeth Guz’s 
son Michael.   

Bob and Tenshi Wayner 
brought “Fallen Branches” 
designs to The Master’s Garden 
last year, which led Bob to 
make a retreat here and sign up 
for another again this year.  
Bob and Tenshi brought friends to pray the Stations 
of the Cross with them on Good Friday and brought 
two others along to this year’s Garden.  Wonderful! 

~ by Paul Seibold and Anne Smith
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We invite you to join us on 
October 7 as we gather in God’s 
Fall Garden to “Follow the River.”  
Click here or call the front office to 
register.

Discovering God in His 
Garden
Facilitator Grace Seroka and participant Pam Wright 
recount their experiences during Manresa’s outdoor 
meditation on April 30: Nature Awakens in Spring. 

Grace: Spring leapt forth with energy as the twelve 
of us gathered on Manresa’s grounds to reflect on 
nature’s spiritual wisdom.  It was a day of joy to 
feel the warm wind on our face, discover the shoots 
emerging from the soggy soil, hear the migrant 
call from the orioles high in the trees and relish the 
fleeting chartreuse color of newborn leaves.  Spring 
was worth the wait this year!

Pam: My husband George and I have been to 
several events at Manresa and really looked forward 
to this outdoor meditation, one of several offered 
through the year.  We are both nature enthusiasts 
and love spending as much time outdoors as we 

can.  With one of our 
goals in life to know, 
love and serve God in 
this world, what better 
way than to experience 
time in the spiritual 
surroundings of 
beautiful Manresa!

Grace: Brother Mike O’Grady led the group gathered 
by the river to reflect on “All Things New” while the 
warmth of a fire reminded us of the extremes and 
challenges of the prior winter.  We learned and grew 
with the Ignatian Examen as it offered insights into 
ourselves, and 
we engaged 
in “embodied 
prayer” as we 
postured to St. 
Francis’ “Canticle 
of the Sun.”

Pam: That morning came with 
several gifts: the beautiful 
reflections by Brother Mike, 
Grace and Elaine Maderal 
that helped open our minds 

to God’s presence as we moved outdoors; the 
unexpected fire by the heavily-flowing river to warm 
us on that cool, damp morning; the surprises that 
came as I hiked during one of our solo meditations 
and saw the beginnings of leafing-out trees, skunk 
cabbage, daffodils and marsh marigolds, as well as 
two young deer who 
stood so still I thought 
they were statues—
until one cocked its ear!

Grace: Later, in the 
library, we enjoyed the 
sensory table Elaine 
had set of herbs, flowers and medicinal plants for 
us to touch, smell and appreciate as treasures of the 
earth.  Rhonda Brown, head of Manresa’s dining 
staff, created a unique lunch of earth’s delights—
seeds, nuts, leaves, stems, roots, legumes and spices 
to deepen our senses to the fruits of spring.  In the 
sharing of our stories we discovered the constant 
presence of God in each of our lives.

Pam: The collective sharing after each prayer and 
meditation by the group 
further enhanced my 
experience as we learned 
so much from each other.  
Eating a delicious meal 
“from the earth,” including 

the salad, carrot/ginger soup and cream of celery 
soup, left me wanting more time to explore God’s 
garden and my soul.  After some final time indoors 
enjoying the beautiful examples of spring Elaine had 
provided for us came our last surprise: strawberry 
rhubarb pie a la mode!   I wouldn’t have changed a 
minute of the day—it nourished the body, mind and 
spirit.  My thanks to everyone – George and I look 
forward to next season’s meditation!

~ by Grace Seroka and Pam Wright

In front row: authors Grace and Pam, 2nd and 5th 
from left; Elaine Maderal 4th and Br. Mike at the end.

https://www.manresa-sj.org/219_Workshop_ol
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Leadership Banquet
Associate Director Hugh 
Buchanan opened the awards 
ceremony at the Cranbrook 
Science Institute on April 12.

Chris Lowney’s short 
book Pope Francis: 
Why He Leads the Way 

He Leads begins with a quote 
which captures the essential 
quality of a leader and 
which, I think, describes the 

recipients of the Leadership Award and the Lifetime 
Achievement Award:

“Today’s world stands in great need of witnesses.  
It is not so much about speaking but rather 
speaking with our whole lives.”   (Pope Francis)

Our honorees are leaders in the best sense of what 
Pope Francis means.  The world needs people like 
them who are willing to let their lives speak to the 
world about how important Christ is to them.  Our 
honorees have blessed the Retreat House through 
many years because they have found a connection 
to God through their relationship with our Manresa 
community.  

We celebrate what God is doing right in our midst, 
and we celebrate those individuals who exemplify 
that.    

~ Hugh Buchanan

Executive 
Director Fr. 
Gregory Hyde, 
SJ (center) 
presents the 
Leadership 
Award to Marie 
and William 
Molnar at the 
Leadership 
Banquet.

Manresa is not so much a place, it’s a 
community—a community of people 
who have been called together to grow 

spiritually in the Ignatian tradition and to find ways 
to share the fire, to extend the blessing that we have 
received to other people.  I’m very proud of what 
Manresa has been able to achieve, but I think it’s 
important to keep the correct focus—on the people 
who are part of the mission of Manresa.  

William and Marie Molnar embody the principles 
of what Manresa is all about.  William has 
continued to live out the values he first received 
from U of D High School in the fifties.  He made his 
first retreat at Manresa and continues to go strong, 
together with his wife Marie, who also continues to 
pilgrim with us on our journey.  

“Preach the gospel at all times.  Use words only if 
necessary.”  (St. Francis of Assisi)

William and Marie are examples of those who 
preach—not so much by word, but by who they 
are—by their example of community, of service and 
of devotion to those who are most in need. 

~ Gregory Hyde, SJ

Mary McKeon 
(center) with her 
daughter Cate 
Palenik and son-in-
law Chris Palenik.

Mary McKeon has done so many different 
kinds of service since completing the 
Internship in Ignatian Spirituality in 2004 

and joining Manresa’s staff in 2006.  She’s given 
conference retreats to women and men and Lenten 
weekend retreats for nurses and other caregivers.  
She founded the Monday morning biweekly prayer 
and faith sharing group called “Women to Women,” 
the evening program “Calling All Marthas” for 
women working outside the home and an evening 
Christmas preparation program called “Advent by 
Candlelight.”  Only God really knows the number 
of hours Mary has spent listening and teaching 
people how to hear God in their life experiences and 
showing them how to pray with these experiences. 

Mary is a woman of God and a woman of prayer.  
She knows Jesus well, loves Him deeply, would 
do anything for Him and with Him.  This is the 
relationship that has brought everything to a 
beautiful unity and depth in her life as spiritual 
companion, daughter, wife, mother, sister, friend 
and grandmother.  May this award be a steady 
reminder of our deep gratitude for all she has done 
for Manresa, and a reminder as well of God’s deep 
gratitude to her for saying “yes” to His calling and 
loving the people He has sent to her for help over the 
years.  

~ Bernie Owens, SJ
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Keynote speaker Fr. John O’Malley, SJ spoke about the Suppression 
and Restoration of the Jesuits.  See page 12 for more on this topic.

Board member Isaac 
Hanna hands the 
Lifetime Achievement 
Award to Mary McKeon.  
Isaac Hanna showed 
a video he took of 
Fr. Bernie Owens in 
Kenya, introducing 
him as the “actual 
presenter” of her award.

When I think of Mary, I think of the Truth—living in 
the Truth, accepting God’s will at all times and living 
on every Word that God wants us all to be like.  

~ Isaac Hanna

Please join the Manresa community at our 11th 
Annual Spirit of Manresa Gala on Saturday, 
September 27, when we honor the following 

individuals:
Janene Ternes (left) will receive 
the Ignatian Spirituality 
Award, given for distinguished 
community service associated 
with the Internship in Ignatian 
Spirituality.
Sandy Fisher (not pictured) 
and Larry Dargan (right) will 
receive the 
Manresa 

Distinguished Retreatant Award, 
given for sustained commitment 
through attendance, recruitment 
and financial support to the mission 
of conference retreats at Manresa.  
Larry’s award is posthumous in 
light of his passing on July 24.

Patricia and 
Paul Seibold 
will each 
receive the 
Manresa 
C.A.V.E. 
Award, given 
for Community 
and Volunteer 
Excellence.

The Gala begins with a 5:00 PM Eucharistic 
celebration followed by a reception, silent auction, 
dinner, awards, live auction, music and dancing.  
Click here to order tickets or call 248.644.4933.  
Proceeds benefit Manresa’s ministries and programs, 
fulfilling our mission to help men and women grow 
spiritually according to the Ignatian tradition.

 ~ by Sally Janecek

A Few Words from our Honorees
Manresa has always been so dear to our hearts.  
We come every year on retreat and it helps us to 
meditate, pray and grow in our spiritual lives.  I am 
so grateful and want to thank the Jesuits and staff 
for keeping Manresa going and all the hard work 
they have done. 
                                                                 ~ Marie Molnar
I want to thank Fr. Hyde for his many years at 
Manresa guiding us on our retreats.  I am deeply 
grateful for the spiritual instruction to keep us 
knowledgeable about our Catholic faith.  God bless 
Jesuit Pope Francis and all the Jesuits worldwide 
for their religious, spiritual, charitable works.

~ William Molnar

Helping others encounter Jesus and deepen their 
relationship with God is what a Manresa experience 
is all about, and being part of the ministry team has 
truly been a joy and a rich blessing in my life.  I am 
humbled, honored and deeply grateful to the Jesuits 
and staff, and to the many who have come to this 
sacred space to share their journey of faith, of hope 
and of love. 
                                                                   ~Mary McKeon

Celebrating Manresa on 
Its Mission: Sharing the 
Joy of the Gospel

Click here for more Leadership Banquet photos!

This will be Sally Janecek’s second 
year coordinating the annual Spirit of 
Manresa Gala. 

http://conta.cc/1mxjuoy
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Mary Andrecovich
C. Jack & Joann Brinkman
Frank Cancro
Penny & Terry Carlson
Marilyn Debs
Gregory Denlea
William & Marjorie Dettloff
Patricia Donaldson
Joseph Donnelly
Patrick & Deborah Droste
Matthew & Vicki Durack

Genevieve Casey Trust 
Gerald Hawkins
Judy Henderson
Eugene & Patricia Jacoby
Patrick & Judith Jones
Lori Kneisler
Zouhair & Sahira Koza
Catherine LaForest
James LeFere
Sam Maroun
Thomas & Jean Martin

Debi & Keller McGaffey
Kathleen McIntosh
Thomas Murphy
Christopher & Catherine Palenik
Paul & Marilyn Reilly Living Trust
Patricia & Thomas Reiss
Mark Rider
Andrzej Rozecki
Loretta Ryan
Laurie Schwartz
Frank & Barbara Seichter

Dennis & Ann Stacey
Ann Sullivan
The Jesuit Community Univ. of Detroit
The Michael F. McManus Foundation
Rita Tinetti
Deborah Tourville
Suzanne Wren
Jennifer Xenos
Paul & Cecelia Yee
Carol Zellner

In Honor of Mary McKeon
 James & Linda Chevalier
 Joseph & Anne Cornillie
 Aurelia M. Dobosz
 Barbara Niman
 Christopher & Catherine Palenik
 Loretta Nagle Ryan
 Marie Schimelfening
 Suzanne Wren

In Memory of A.B. Chettle
 Gregory Denlea

In Memory of Thomas Chisholm
 Thomas & Lynn McGann

In Memory of Jane Decker
 Nanci M. Bolton
 Robert & Anna Busch
 Mary B. Meuse
 Ann Wiacek

In Memory of Phyllis Dworack
 Tony Dworack

In Memory of Jacqueline Hamill
 Robert & Elizabeth Britton
 Maureen R. Burkhardt
 Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Cosper
 Andrea J. DenUyl
 Jeremiah & Alicia Gillette
 Gulf Coast Dermatology Staff 
 Lynne Ann Hammaker
 Thomas & Patricia Hardy
 Thomas & Donna Herbert
 Jody Jennings
 Joyce Kerr
 Elizabeth D. Mack
 John & Lorraine McLaughlin

 Eileen P. Murphy
 Frances Patricia Olson
 Joel Phillips
 Carolyn Price
 Patricia A. Riker
 Salome Saunders
 George & Grace Seroka
 Bradley M. Simmons
 Nancy Spence
 Karen Street
 Betty Ann White
 Paul & Cecelia Yee

In Memory of Joe Hopkins, SJ
 Noel & Virginia George

In Memory of Ronald Kleinstiver
 Wayne Joseph
 Phillip & Lenora Przybyla
 John Williams

In Memory of Beatrice McNulty
 Daniel & Pat McNulty

In Memory of William Meldrum
 Patricia A. Meldrum

In Memory of Racheal Migliazzo
 William & Barbara Brazier
 Michele A. Bucher
 Madelyne J. Caruso
 Kris Ciesliga
 Gary & Nancy Corte
 Patricia C. Cote
 Custom Eye Prosthetics 
 D. Locniskar & Assoc. 
 Nicole Dessinger-Flynn
 Aaron & Heidi Garcia
 Timothy & Laura Kowalski

 Karyn & Joseph Kozo
 Deborah J. Kraft
 Dan & Nan LaRosa
 Legatus-Detroit Chapter
 Catherine Mancina
 Jim & Peggy McIntosh
 Joseph M. Michael
 Carol Moegelin
 Frank & Janet Morelli
 Sandra Nathan
 Robert Ogg
 Thomas O'Rourke
 John & Joanne Paul
 Mr. & Mrs. Mohammad Qazi 
 George & Grace Seroka
 Tom & Anne Marie Spagnuolo
 Liana Spalla
 Eric & Melissa Spickler
 Stephen Templeton
 Michael & Ann Thomas
 Rose M. Verbanic
 B. P. Werner
 Paul Youngblood

In Memory of Jim Moloney
 Lori Campise
 Edward S. Egnatios
 Dennis & Mary Fredell
 Dave Hurtubise
 Bruce & Mary Junius
 Lee & Carol Kelly
 Joseph & Kay McGlynn
 Mary Anne Moloney
 Gerald & Candace Seizert
 George & Grace Seroka
 Society of Consumer Affairs 

 Ben J. Synk
 Richard & Margaret Tanghe
 James & Leslie Ward
 Stephen & Mary Worley
 Scott & Adrienne Young

In Memory of Mario Napolitano
 Angelo Dilorenzo
 Michigan Ear Institute, P.L.L.C. 
 Kip & Peggy Mrkva
 Matthew Nagi
 Laura Phillips
 Detroit Chapter Rims
 Robert & Sharon Wilson

In Memory of Delphine O'Brien
 Mary Robertoy

In Memory of  Mary Prus
 Edward J. Prus

In Memory of Marilyn Schneider
 Joseph & Marilyn Schneider

In Memory of Barbara Steele
 Patricia & Thomas Reiss

In Memory of Stephen E. Yuhase
 Ray & Joan Kettel

In Thanksgiving for Pilgrimage 
to Italy 

 Daria Hyde

Note:  Donations to the 
Fr.  Hyde Burse will 
be listed in our next 
publication.

Deroy & Devereaux Private Investment Counsel, Inc.
Dynamic Life Chiropractic
Eco-Sound Pest Management, LLC
Fulton Real Estate Services, LLC
Men Of The Sacred Hearts (Michigan Chapter)
Mike’s Tree Surgeons, Inc.

OUR HEARTFELT THANKS TO THE MASTER’S GARDEN SPONSORS
Pallazolo’s Artisan Dairy
Primo’s Pizza Of Birmingham
Telly’s Greenhouse
Vibe Credit Union
Weingartz

MANRESA GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGES THE FOLLOWING DONORS
(February - May 2014)



Have you ever wondered who benefits when 
you use the enclosed envelope to donate 
to the Adopt-a-Retreatant Fund?  There 

are many stories we could relate: last year the fund 
covered or offset the retreat cost for 650 retreatants.  
This story is just one we could share that tells of the 
many blessings flowing to a retreatant supported by 
the Fund.
As a successful professional, “John” probably 
never thought he would need help from the Fund.  
He began to attend retreats at Manresa when he 
believed he heard a call to the deaconate.  “The 
Director taught me the importance of gathering in 
all the spiritual help I might need and guided me on 
how to discern if the call was authentic.”  To help 
in his discernment, he engaged a spiritual director 
from Manresa who led him to the right combination 
of prayer, fasting and contemplation in the Ignatian 
tradition.
And then the unforeseen happened that caused him 
to question his call just when he could least afford 
to attend a retreat.  “My business partner bilked our 
business and nearly pushed me into bankruptcy.  I 

was so angry that if I could have gotten away with 
it, I literally would have killed the man.  I knew my 
thinking was wrong so at my next retreat I went to 
Reconciliation.  ’Forgive him,’ counseled the priest, 
’because until you forgive, he controls not only you, 
but your soul.’  As I reflected during the retreat, I 
realized he was right.  I forgave my partner in my 
heart.  And at that point I could live with whatever 
happened to the business and do whatever God 
had in mind for me.  That was a lesson that I really 
needed to learn to complete my journey to the 
deaconate.” 

Your gift may very well nurture 
a vocation, as it did John’s.  
Or it may comfort a grieving 
widow, bolster the courage of 
a cancer patient, strengthen the 
resolve of an addict fighting his 
addictions…  Miracles like this 
occur all the time at Manresa, and 
your gift puts retreatants in the 
path of God’s grace.

~ by Rita Tinetti
Rita Tinetti,  
Development Director

http://www.manresasj.org/campaign/
mailto:rtinetti%40manresa-sj.org?subject=Manresa%27s%20Sustainability%20Campaign
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The date was July 21, 1773.  The kings of 
France, Portugal and Spain had already 
expelled thousands of Jesuits in Europe and 

the Americas, seized their property and left them 
impoverished outcasts.  The French government 
opposed the Pope, whom the Jesuits defended.  
Spain and Portugal wanted land, wealth and slaves 
from Jesuit mission lands.  Various clerics envied 
the Jesuits’ popularity and influence.  

 

The United States of America in 1898 was the first 
to honor a Jesuit (Fr. Jacques Marquette) with a 
stamp.  And since then many others have been 
honored as saints and martyrs, missionaries and 
explorers, educators and scholars, scientists and 
mathematicians, churchmen, statesmen, pastors and 
artists.  

Click here to view more philatelic material and infor-
mation about Jesuit connections.

~ by Peter Fennessy, SJ

The Papal Bull of Restoration is Read, engraving by  
Luigi Cunego (1750-1823). On August 7, 1814, Pope 
Pius VII gives Father Luigi Panizzoni, superior of the 
Italian Jesuits, the papal bull restoring the Jesuits 
worldwide.

Ultimately these royals prevailed upon Pope 
Clement XIV to suppress them throughout the 
world.  How might they have felt if told that today 
a Jesuit would be Pope?  Clement decided to 
sacrifice the Jesuits for the sake of peace.

But he let monarchs block his decree within their 
own countries.  Elizabeth the Great of Russia 
decided to keep her schoolmasters and Frederick 
the Great of Prussia followed suit.  

On Manresa’s recent pilgrimage to Poland we 
noted Polish sorrow at the division of their country 
between Russia and Prussia in 1772, but this made 
possible the survival of hundreds of “Polish” Jesuits 
a year later.

By August 7, 1814, with the atmosphere cleared, 
the tension gone and the time ripe, Pope Pius 
VII restored the Society of Jesus throughout the 
world.  About 600 former Jesuits, most of them 
elderly, had survived to see the day, and with new 
recruits they began rebuilding the Society.  This 
year, then, Jesuits and their friends celebrate the 
200th anniversary of the Restoration of the Society 
of Jesus.  As Fr. John O’Malley, SJ remarked at our 
Leadership Banquet this year, “God writes straight 
with crooked lines.”

~ by Peter Fennessy, SJ

Jesuit Stamps More than 155 Jesuits 
have been honored by 
official government 
postage stamps.  The 
very first was the USA 
in 1898 of Jacques 
Marquette, SJ.

Numerous Jesuits and Jesuit institutions have 
appeared or been alluded to on stamps, 
postal stationery and postal markings from 

all around the world.  

Once the Jesuits were approved by Pope Paul III in 
1540, they began to spread as teachers throughout 
Europe and as missionaries to the new worlds East 
and West.  When they were suppressed by Papal 
decree in 1773 their churches, schools, missions and 
undertakings were lost, and the lives of individual 
Jesuits were dramatically changed.  

When Pope Pius VII restored the Order in 1814, 
they began from scratch their apostolic work for 
the good of souls and of the Church.  Their efforts 
before and since the Suppression (see above article) 
have been recognized in various ways, among them 
through philatelic items.  See next page for more on Jacques Marquette.  

200th Anniversary of the 
Restoration

http://manresa-sj.org/stamps/
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Just in Time for Christmas!
Revised title and timing since Matters went to press:   
The long-awaited book authored by our beloved 
Fr. Bernie Owens, SJ will be published soon!  
More Than You Could Ever Imagine: On Our 
Becoming Divine is planned for release around 
Christmas.  Stay tuned for further updates!

Little known because it is tucked away at 
the rear of Manresa’s main Chapel, a small 
display case houses a precious relic of 

the early missionary history of North America.  
When most of Michigan was wilderness, Jesuit 
missionaries would risk their lives among 
the Native American tribes, evangelizing and 
converting them to the Faith.  Among the most 
notable was Fr. Jacques Marquette, SJ (1637-1675) 

who plied the rivers and 
forests of the Great Lakes.  
The treasure at Manresa 
is a chalice reported 
to once belong to the 
famous missionary.  

Msgr. Patrick Dunigan, 
a priest of some note 
in the early history of 

Lapeer (once elected mayor), reported that while 
on mission in the “Copper Country” in 1913 he 
was approached by elderly Native Americans who 
wanted to return the precious chalice to one of the 
“black robes.”  They stated a “Père Marquette” left 
the vessel in their care before venturing into hostile 
territory, with instructions to give it to another of 
his brothers if he did not return.  The silver chalice 
was guarded by generations of the tribe, secretly 
hidden in various places since the 17th century.  
Fr. Dunigan had it cleaned and bequeathed it to 
Manresa upon his death in the mid-1930s.

There are variations to the account, 
but all stem from the early 
wilderness days of Michigan.  A 
new display case is anticipated in 
the near future that will provide 
added security, better lighting and 
a place for visitors to pray.  It will 
add another small treasure to many 
others God has provided on these 
holy grounds.  Look for it the next time you come.

~ by Hugh Buchanan

C oming soon to Manresa’s 
bookstore will be a 
history of Manresa by 

Mary Andrecovich, a longtime 
volunteer here.  In 2005 she 
was the first recipient of our 
C.A.V.E. (Community and 
Volunteer Excellence) award for 
her many services.  

Our story is unique.  Catholic 
retreat houses are almost always begun by religious 
or diocesan authorities.  Not Manresa.  Early in the 
1900s Catholic laymen from Detroit went by ship 
to Cleveland for their retreats.  But they wanted 
a place of their own.  They banded together, 
incorporated, raised funds and bought property.  
By 1926 they had acquired our present site, the 
“Deepdale” estate of William H. Murphy, lumber 
baron, entrepreneur, gentleman farmer and patron 
of the arts.  It was the first, perhaps the only, retreat 
house to be established, owned and administered 
by laymen who subsequently invited Jesuits to 
be their retreat directors and spiritual guides. 
And though they eventually gave the title and 
control of the property to the Jesuits, the laity still 
constitutes the majority of the board that once again 
administers it.

Some of that story was precisely recorded and 
professionally bound in the minute books of the 
house’s Laymen’s Retreat League.  Some was 
scattered in publications like Manresa Matters.  Some 
was gathering dust or moldering away in files, 
boxes, photo albums and scrapbooks in the closets, 
cellars, and other odd nooks and crannies of the 
retreat house.  Mary gathered these unexplored 
materials together, took them home and carefully 
combed through them—letters, building contracts, 
newspaper clippings, legal documents and 
much else—to piece together the story of those 
first beginnings and of the later trials, troubles, 
growth and development of the work of Manresa.  
Producing this volume was a true labor of love, and 
we offer Mary our heartfelt thanks for it.  It will be 
of interest to friends of the house and we hope to 
many others. 

Manresa’s History . . .The Marquette Chalice

Reserve your copy now!  To pre-order this book about 
Manresa’s history by Mary Andrecovich please call 
our front office at 248.644.4933 with your credit card 
information or stop by our office to pay by check.  Books 
are $15 each and will be available by the end of September. 

~ by Peter Fennessy, SJ

E-version 

Update! 
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The Church of Mercy is a compilation of Pope 
Francis’ homilies, addresses and official teaching 
documents covering topics from “The Good News 
of Christ” to “Shepherds with the ‘Odor of the 
Sheep’” to “Mary, Mother of Evangelization.”  As 
I read the book, I often felt as if Pope Francis was 
sitting right next to me and speaking to me as 
to a friend.  His style is fresh, direct, steeped in 
Scripture, sometimes humorous and always deeply 
spiritual.  In every chapter I discovered a line or 
a turn of phrase that grabbed my attention and 
my heart and moved me to deeper reflection and 
prayer.  One line in particular captured, for me, the 
Good News message of this book: “If we are truly in 
love with Christ and if we sense how much he loves 
us, our hearts will ‘light up’ with a joy that spreads 
to everyone around us.”  

Please join our Head and Heart Women’s 
Book Club this fall as 
we read The Church 
of Mercy and grow 
in faith together!  We 
meet from 7:00 to 8:30 

PM Sept. 15, Oct. 13, Nov. 10 and 
Dec. 15 in Manresa’s library.  Click 
here for registration information.

~ by Diane Neville

The Church of Mercy by Pope Francis
(Chicago: Loyola Press, 2014. Paperback, 143 pp.)

Trying something new 
can be exciting and, 
at the same time, lead 

to growth for individuals as 
well as organizations.  This 
understanding was the impetus 
for launching the new Head 
and Heart Women’s Book Club 
at Manresa in the fall of 2013.  

Reading two books over the course of the year – 
The Four Teresas by Gina Loehr and Redeemed by 
Heather King – and then reflecting on them in the 
book club gatherings offered women a new way to 
grow spiritually and to go forth with fresh insights 
for living and sharing their faith.  

As the first year of the book club drew to a close, 
the participants asked, “What’s our next book?”  
The suggestion to read Pope Francis’ first book, 
The Church of Mercy, was met with approval, so 
I’ve been reading this magnificent book, which 
is, in the words of James Martin, SJ, “bursting 
with profound spiritual insights, from a man who 
has quickly become one of the greatest spiritual 
teachers of our time.”

I’ve Been Reading . . . 

Manresa is now offering 
a book club for men!  
Joe Olesnavage 

and Steve Raymond will be 
facilitating the group from 
7:00 to 8:30 PM Sept. 16, Oct 
14, Nov. 11 and Dec. 10.  The 
book Sacred Fire, A Vision for 
a Deeper Human and Christian 
Maturity by Ronald Rolheiser 

was selected for its readability and challenge to the 
depth of the soul.  Registration is recommended:  
Click here or call 248.644.4933.
Joe Olesnavage has served as a spiritual director since 
his commissioning through Manresa’s Internship 
program in 2008.  He also guides others in the 
Ignatian Spiritual Exercises, assists with individually 
directed retreats and is active in the inner healing 

New Men’s Group Will be Reading . . . 
Sacred Fire, A Vision for a Deeper Human and 
Christian Maturity by Ronald Rolheiser (New York: 
Doubleday Religious Publishing Group, 2014, 368 pp.)

ministry with Fr. John Esper and 
Deborah Tourvillle.  Joe has 
participated in Catholic men’s 
fellowships for 20 years and is 
a member of Christ Our Light 
parish in Troy.  He is retired from 
teaching/counseling in the Detroit 
Public Schools and is married with 
two adult children.

Steve Raymond has attended 
numerous retreats and spirituality 
classes and has been a daily Mass 
participant at Manresa for the 
past 12 years.  He completed the 
Ignatian Spiritual Exercises under 
the guidance of Fr. Bernie Owens, 
SJ.  Steve has attended the Men’s 
Bible Study at his parish, Holy 
Name Church in Birmingham, for 25 years.  He is an 
attorney and is married with two adult children.  

~ by Joe Olesnavage 

Joe Olesnavage

Steve Raymond

https://www.manresa-sj.org/219_Workshop_ol.htm
https://www.manresa-sj.org/219_Workshop_ol.htm
https://www.manresa-sj.org/219_Workshop_ol.htm
https://www.manresa-sj.org/219_Workshop_ol.htm
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Dave picked up a panel 
lying against the wall in 
the barn loft and held it 
up to the light.  Surprised 
to find it depicted the 
Last Supper, he cleaned 
and repaired the glass, 
made a light box for it and installed it above the door 
to the chapel where it can be seen today.

The weathervane that 
sits atop Manresa’s 
historic barn “before” 
and “after” Dave’s 
handiwork.

David Morgan celebrated his 
10th year with Manresa this 
past July.  Co-worker Pete 
Luyckx (pictured here) celebrates 
30 years this September.   

Congratulations, Gentlemen!

He delivered papers at age 13, folded 
department store clothing at 15, worked 
in a hardware store at 16 and won an art 

scholarship at 17.  “But I was too young and naive 
to follow through with the art scholarship,” admits 
Dave.   Instead he went to work for his uncle, 
until one day a friend asked if he’d ride with him 
to Florida in his 33-foot sailboat—they lived on 
that boat for four years.  Later he earned a second-
degree black belt and began teaching martial arts.  
So how did a man with this background end up on 
Manresa’s maintenance staff?

Marriage and a family brought Dave back to 
Michigan.  He speaks proudly of his three sons: 
Mark, now 35; Justin 34; and Daniel, 27.  The 
business he had worked in for his uncle was heating 
and air conditioning, so he opened his own business 
and handled all the HVAC sales and service.  Some 
years later he heard about a maintenance opening 
at Manresa and decided to apply.  Not only was 
Dave chosen over eight other applicants, but he was 
called in a week before his official start date to fix 
the air conditioning in the dining room!

 Considering himself a “problem solver,” Dave says 
he enjoys fixing things and making them work.  
“I’ve been fortunate.  God blesses each person with 
something, you know, and I’ve been blessed with 
the ability to fix things and do things that need to 
be done.”  In addition to his regular maintenance 
responsibilities, Dave employs his many God-given 
gifts—sculpture, drawing, working with wood, metal 
and glass—for the good of Manresa, as evidenced in 
the photos shown here.

Dave says he loves working at Manresa.  “I have a 
family here,” he says.  “I couldn’t ask for a better co-
worker than Pete (Luyckx), and when my mother 
passed away everyone here came to her funeral to 
support me.  I felt a lot of love.  I feel a lot of love 
here still.”  Dave believes his way of supporting 
Manresa’s mission is by “hopefully making 
everybody as comfortable as possible, not being 
too hot or too cold, able to relax in their rooms, and 
trying to enhance the beauty of Manresa on the 
outside.”  

~ by Anne Smith

Employee Spotlight: David Morgan
Dave designed and 
installed the inner 
courtyard fountain from 
Manresa’s pre-renovation 
electrical cable.  After 
removing the copper 
wiring, Dave says, “I 
started twisting and 
turning, welding and 
brazing, and a picture 

just came to my mind, like I was guided.”  The green 
color from the copper became the natural patina for 
the sculpture.

One of Dave’s earlier projects was 
repairing Mary’s hand on a statue 
by fabricating and attaching a new 
finger for the one that had broken 
off.  The table was old and worn until 
Dave sanded, stained and refinished it 
Working on the 
Mother and 
Child statue 
inspired Dave 
to draw this 

picture of Mary that now hangs 
in one of the spiritual direction 
rooms. 

Click here for more examples of Dave’s creativity.  
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After making my first silent directed retreat in 
2000, I felt my future was somehow planted 
in the rich soil of Ignatian contemplative 

prayer.  Obstacles surprisingly disappeared until I 
found myself one day in Fr. Bernie’s office saying, “I 
want to be a spiritual director.”  [Bernie Owens, SJ 
was Manresa’s former Internship director.]

As part of the Internship we were to choose 
ministries that would help us grow not only in 
our listening skills but also in ways that would 
help bring about the kingdom of God.  Already a 
catechist with the RCIA (adult formation 
program) in my parish, I added a new dimension 
to this ministry by meeting with the adults one-on-
one, helping them as they struggled to recognize the 
sound of God’s voice in their everyday experiences.  
I was drawn in to share their joy as they realized the 
God Who was present within them.  

The surprise for me was the realization that a 
beautiful love story was taking place between these 
adults and God and I was invited to be a part of 
it.   God said “surprise” again as the project that 
was meant only as a requirement for my Internship 
back in 2009 is now entering its fifth year.

God continued to surprise me by placing the desire 
on my heart, through the inspiration of my own 
spiritual director, to similarly help others gently 
pull back the delicate layers of their lives and find 
the God Who wants to surprise them, too. 

God continues to surprise me in this ministry.  The 
Internship and formation programs at Manresa 
have been a source of many surprises from God.  
And now a question for you:  When have you been 
surprised by God?

~ by Nancy Trudell

When I was in formation to become a 
director, my supervisor said that every 
spiritual director needed two things: 

an innate aptitude and the necessary skills to be a 
good listener.  She could help me develop the skills 
but the aptitude was God’s gift to give.  Nancy 
Trudell’s experience underscores the truth of that 
observation.

Nancy clearly sensed a call from God to serve 
as one who accompanies another in developing 
a deeper relationship with God.  The Internship 
provided the school for learning how to be such a 
companion and guide.  The curriculum included 
developing listening and spiritual direction skills, 
the dynamics of the spiritual journey, forms of 
prayer and ethical practices.  Workshops addressed 
the topics of grief, mid-life and aging, mental health 
and the Twelve Step process.  Presenters were 
members of the Manresa staff and professionals in 
their respective disciplines. 

Working with gifted supervisors who helped 
her, Nancy learned to listen more attentively to 
another.  In very pragmatic and concrete ways, she 
developed the necessary skills for listening to the 
“God moments” in the daily life of an individual.  

Nancy was drawn to the service of spiritual 
direction and working with RCIA candidates, 
but there are many other settings for a listening 
ministry.  These include hospices, jails, hospitals, 
parishes and assisted living centers.  Wherever 
there are persons longing to see more clearly the 
loving presence of God, there God invites a listener!

The Seminar in Ignatian Spirituality and the 
Internship in Listening Ministry provide the 
knowledge and training needed.  

~ by Ann Dillon

Nancy Trudell participated 
in Manresa’s Internship 
Program in Ignatian 
Spirituality while working 
full-time as a retail store 
manager.  She was 
commissioned in 2010 and 
has served full-time as a 
spiritual director since the 
retail chain was closed.

Ann Dillon is the director 
of Manresa’s Ignatian 
Spirituality Program.  For 
more information email 
adillon@manresa-sj.org 
or call 248.644.4933 Ext. 
*813.

The God of Surprises   Internship Provides     
the Skills

mailto:adillon%40manresa-sj.org%20?subject=Manresa%27s%20Ignatian%20Spirituality%20Program
mailto:adillon%40manresa-sj.org%20?subject=Manresa%27s%20Ignatian%20Spirituality%20Program
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In 1991 my husband died of cancer at age 63.  
We had a very warm, loving relationship and 
I was not ready to accept his death.  I often 

wished I was back in Philadelphia where we had 
lived and where I had attended parish retreats.  I 
longed to feel God’s love and comfort in a special 
way. 

I had never heard of 
Manresa before, so I 
was very surprised 
one day when I saw 
their advertisement for 
retreats for men and 
women in The Michigan 
Catholic.  I immediately 
called and signed up 
for the next weekend’s 
women’s retreat.   

When I got to Manresa’s parking lot that weekend, I 
struggled with my suitcase because of my multiple 
sclerosis.  A gentleman came out of the door from 
the lobby and offered to help me.  He took my 
suitcase to my room and put it on the rack.  Because 
of the way he was dressed, I thought he was a 
maintenance man.  I turned to get a tip for him from 
my purse.  When I turned back he was gone.  That 
evening we had a celebration of Mass with all the 
Jesuits.  Out walked the ”maintenance man” in his 
vestments: Fr. Bernie Owens! 
During the retreat we were invited to speak 
privately with any of the priests.  So I knocked on 
the door that read “Fr. Bernie Owens, SJ.”  That 
began nineteen years of our director–retreatant 
relationship, born of my longing for God. 

I first attended the group weekend retreats and later 
opted for the eight-day individual retreats as my 
spiritual needs and experiences evolved.  I found 
it very easy to talk deeply with Fr. Bernie.  He was 
a wise and personal guide for my prayer life.  He 
attempted to awaken and reinforce the voice of the 
Spirit in my heart, even its deepest caverns.

~ continued on page 19

 

I belong to a Bible study group at Holy Name 
parish known affectionately as “The Bible 
Brothers.”  Several of the group planned to 

attend a silent retreat at Manresa and asked if 
I would be interested in joining them.  Having 
been raised as a Baptist and choosing to convert 
to Catholicism more than twenty years ago, I had 
no frame of reference as to what a silent retreat 
entailed, but I told them yes.  

It was one of the best 
decisions I’ve made.  
There were three days of 
presentations.  The thread 
that wove through them 
all was discernment: What 
does God want of me?   The 
words we say at every 
Mass—“Thy will be 
done”—are rote recitation 
unless we learn to truly 
surrender ourselves to His 
will.  We can’t surrender 
to it unless we know what 

it is.  For me, the process of discovering God’s 
will became easier through my introduction to the 
Ignatian Spiritual Exercises and meditation.

I learned to become an empty vessel waiting to 
be filled.  I learned that God is always talking to 
us, instructing us.  We don’t hear Him because 
we allow the background noise of our lives to 
drown Him out.  We must learn to become silent 
and centered in order to hear Him clearly.  I 
learned that the words I was reading had layers of 
meaning, and that those layers would be peeled 
back if I had the necessary patience and humility.  
Notice that I didn’t say that I could peel them back.

It has been more than two years since that retreat.  
I have taken the lessons learned and applied them 
to my daily life, for the benefit of myself and those 
around me.  I am kinder.  I am more considerate.  
My tongue is less sharp.  I am closer to God.

 ~ by Ron Ezell

Retreatant Ron Ezell

Retreatant Rosalie Hebeler

When I come to the retreats and other offerings I enjoy the relaxed and casual atmosphere.  
I know that I am in God’s dwelling place, where He meets me exactly where I am.  He isn’t 
concerned with what I do for a living, and I am confident that He knows what is in my heart.   

                                            ~ Retreatant Mary Bellanger

A Longing FulfilledA Lasting Effect
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8/8 - 8/10 A.A. Men (Summer)
8/15 - 8/17 St. Peter Claver
9/5 - 9/7 Leonard Stumm Group, St. Bede, 

The Twelve Steppers
9/12 - 9/14 McDonald - McHardy Group, Serra 

Club of Oakland County Group, 
Shrine-Reichenbach, St.  Mary of 
the Hills

10/3 - 10/5 Berry Group, Feuerstein Group, K 
of C Detroit Archdiocese, Maher 
Group, St. Anthony Temperance, 
St. Elizabeth Tecumseh, St. Louise

10/9 - 10/12 Weisenburger/Serra
10/24 - 10/25 Talbot, Vincent DePaul Oakland 

County
10/24 - 10/26 Catholic Lawyers & Physicians 

Group, Ford Tractor Group, Fr. 
Cotter K of C 

10/31 - 11/2 Holy Name, St. Boniface, St. 
Clement, Ascension

11/7 - 11/9 Bodde-Schweihofer-St. Clare, Our 
Lady Star of the Sea, St. Francis 
of Assisi, St. Hubert Mt. Clemens, 
St. Valerie, St. Joseph-Lake Orion

1/2 - 1/4 Bishop Gallagher K of C, Fatima- 
St. James, Our Lady of Refuge 
Group, Prince of Peace Group, St. 
Perpetua, St. Thomas (Chaldean)

1/6 - 1/8 Professional Men
1/9 - 1/11 Alhambra, Francis de Sales, 

Grosse Pointe Vicariate Group, 
Hengstebeck Group, Palms 
Group, St. Joan of Arc 

1/23 - 1/25 Dearborn Divine Child, Inman 
Group, Kassab, Our Lady Queen 
of Martyrs, St. Thomas More, The 
Budd Co. Group

2/6 - 2/8 A.A. Men (Winter)
2/13 - 2/15 Men’s Fellowship
2/13 - 2/17 Bayer Toledo II - Defiance
2/20 - 2/22 Fr. Bernard J. Wernert, Notre 

Dame Group, Ypsilanti Men Group
3/1 - 3/2 St. Mary - Royal Oak
3/1 - 3/3 St. Joseph Lake Orion
3/13 - 3/15 John A. Reuter - Christ Our Light
3/27 - 3/29 Palm Sunday Group, Traverse City
4/2 - 4/4 Holy Week - St. Regis-St. Owens, 

Pontiac Area First Friday Club
4/10 - 4/12 Grand Rapids-Metamora, Monsignor 

Gordon Council K of C, South 
Lyon Group, St. Christopher, St. 
Daniel, St. Gertrude, St. Ignatius 
of Loyola, St. Jude, Wyandotte 
Group

4/24 - 4/26 Gaylord, Mother of God 
(Chaldean), Resurrection – 
Canton, St. Joseph Dexter, U of D 
High Alumni Group

5/1 - 5/3 Cardinal Mooney K of C, Francis 
Cabrini Group, Jackson Group, 
John Lau - Dearborn Sacred 
Heart, Our Lady of LaSalette – 
Berkley, St. Cecilia, St. Hugo of 
the Hills, St. Patrick White Lake

5/15 - 5/17 Brother Rice Alumni, Detroit Police 
and Fire Fighters, Gesu-Detroit, 
Men of Manresa, Mt. Pleasant 
Group, St. Mary Magdalene

Date DateGroup Group

8/1 - 8/3 Married Couples Retreat
8/15 - 8/17 Urban Parish Retreat
9/26 - 9/28 Manresa Inner Healing Retreat
1/16 - 1/18 Retreat for those who are 

grieving and The Gift of Ignatian 
Spirituality

Conference Retreats for Both Men and Women

2014 - 2015 RETREAT SCHEDULE
Choose any gender-specific retreat date that best fits your schedule.  These are not restricted to the 
groups named.  Call 248.644.4933 to register or click here to register online.

Conference Retreats for Men

1/30 - 2/1 Caregivers and Couples Prayer
3/15 - 3/17 Healing Retreat
3/22 - 3/24 Seekers Retreat for Young 

Adults
4/17 - 4/19 Christian Meditation Retreat
6/5 - 6/7 Hispanic Retreat

Date DateGroup Group

https://www.manresa-sj.org/219_Conference_ol.htm
https://www.manresa-sj.org/219_Conference_ol.htm
https://www.manresa-sj.org/219_Conference_ol.htm
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During the retreats I prayed for the Spirit to come 
to me and for the grace to let the Spirit out to touch 
the lives of others.  Soon after I started to make 
retreats, my unrest began to ease.  I felt so much 
closer to Jesus and have had many revelations as He 
drew me closer to Him.
Many times I heard God speaking to me in the 
silence of a retreat within Manresa’s beautiful 
environment, encouraging me to continue on my 
faith journey.  Never in the noise of everyday life 
would I have had the inclination that His Son was 
talking to me.  Yes, I always have prayer in my 
daily life, but having my longed-for Beloved so 
close in my thoughts and feelings during a retreat is 
extraordinary.  I never wanted the retreats to end.

The overwhelming presence of God that I found in 
my retreats carries through in all I do.  For example, 
when I was a Eucharistic Minister at Providence 
Hospital, patients often told me they felt God with 
me.  Many said they experienced a healing power 
after I blessed them.  When I conducted wake 
services for my parish, families whom I didn’t even 
know well would ask for me to lead their service 
because they could feel God’s love and presence in 
me.
The overwhelming presence of God that I find in 
my retreats carries through in all I do and fills the 
empty spaces of day-to-day life.  I feel His presence 
with me always as He guides me through each day.  
      ~ by Rosalie Hebeler

Date Group
8/1 - 8/3  Al-Anon Women
9/16 - 9/18  Manresa Ladies VII (midweek)
9/19 - 9/21  Manresa Ladies III (Sept.)
10/16 - 10/19  Manresa Ladies VIII (4-Day)
11/14 - 11/16  Manresa Ladies IX
11/28 - 11/30  A. A. Women (Fall)
1/13 - 1/15  Manresa Ladies I (midweek)
2/27 - 3/1  Manresa Ladies II

3/27 - 3/29 Women’s Overnight Retreat
5/7 - 5/10 Manresa Ladies V (4-Day mid-

week)
5/8 - 5/10 Manresa Ladies IV (Mothers’ 

Day)
5/22 - 5/24 A. A. Women (Spring)
6/11 - 6/13 Manresa Ladies VI (4-Day)

Date Group

A Longing Fulfilled (continued from page 17)

Through 2011 and 2012, Manresa’s Board of 
Directors and Retreat House staff conducted 
a thorough study of the facilities and financial 

needs of the organization.  From that study emerged 
a strategic plan designed to keep Manresa fiscally 
sound for the long term.  Several capital projects 
were identified that need to be addressed in the next 
five years.  Additionally, by early 2013 the necessity 
to shore up our operating funds became clear.

In September 2013 the Board voted to approve 
a $1.5 million dollar campaign to fund those 
improvements and to bolster our McGrail Fund, 
which serves as our endowment.  I am pleased to 
share with you that the Manresa Sustainability 
Campaign has now surpassed the $1.1 million mark.

Funds raised through the campaign will support 
the completion of numerous capital projects on 
Manresa’s grounds, including improvements to 
the Stations of the Cross path and the creation of a 

labyrinth.  Proceeds will also 
support the McGrail Fund.

Within the next few months, 
we will be asking for the 
support of the entire Manresa 
community.  While we have 
made great strides during the 
preliminary phase, we cannot 
attain the goal expressed by 
the Board without everyone’s 
help.  

Please watch your mailbox for more information 
about the campaign and how you can become a part 
of it!  When you are contacted by a staff member 
or volunteer, please be generous with your time 
and attention.  Click here to learn more about the 
campaign.     
                                            ~ by Phyllis Peters Look, CPA

Conference Retreats for Women

A Message from Our Board Chair

Phyllis Look, Chair 
of Manresa’s Board

Click here to return to page 17

http://www.manresasj.org/campaign/
http://www.manresasj.org/campaign/
https://www.manresa-sj.org/219_Conference_ol.htm


Spirit of Manresa Gala
gala (definition):  a festive celebration; especially a public entertainment marking a special occasion

There are many reasons to celebrate 
what God has given all of us through 
Manresa.  Those fortunate to work daily 

in its ministry know this, as do those who partake 
of its spiritual offerings or those who simply 
pause to savor the holiness that 88 years of 
prayer have bestowed on this special place.  

In essence, that is at the root of our Spirit of Manresa 
Gala each year.  The Manresa community gathers 
to give thanks in a way fitting to our anniversary of 
the first retreat at Woodward and Quarton almost 
nine decades ago.  It is a celebration of life in 
community at Manresa.  While the elements may 
change from year to year and yes, we raise some 

money to sustain the ministry, the focus is directed 
toward the recognition that we are a blessed people.  
We pause to remember some who exemplify what 
it means to live our commitment to Jesus through 
ministry, volunteering and leadership.  We dance, 
we share a meal and we enjoy the company of 
those who understand the deep need for a place 
like Manresa.

Please consider coming to our birthday party.  
As one guest remarked, “It is a night like no 
other in that we surround ourselves in the loving 
presence of God through the community that is 
Manresa.  I wouldn’t miss the chance to be here.”   
Come and see. 

M NSaturday, September 27, 2014—The Marriott-Troy

Simply fill out the form below and mail it in or CLICK HERE to order tickets. 
We look forward to seeing you at the Gala!

Dinner & Auction Decision Form
Please return this form to Manresa by September 15, 2014

Spirit of Manresa Gala

Benefactor Levels*
Gregory Hyde, SJ   $20,000  ____   
Bernard J. Wernert, SJ  $10,000  ____
John A. McGrail, SJ  $  5,000  ____
Walter L. Farrell, SJ  $  2,500  ____
*Above levels include VIP seating, Valet Parking, and 
 Patron recognition in the program, website and Manresa Matters

   Patron - 1 Gala Ticket  $     250  ____Tickets   $ ______________

Supporter - 1 Gala Ticket  $     150  ____Tickets   $ ______________

Table of 10     $  1,350  ____Tables   $ ______________
I am unable to attend, but I wish to donate     $ ____________
Dedicated Giving:  Sustaining Manresa Campaign    $ ____________

              Total  $ ______________ 
Name  ________________________________________   

Address  __________________________________________________________________________

City       ___________________________________  State  ____________  Zip  ________________

Phone   ___________________________  Cash  _______     Check  ________     Charge  ________

Credit Card Number______________________ Expiration Date ____________  CV Code  ___________

http://manresa-sj.org/910_Gala.htm
https://www.manresa-sj.org/910_Gala.htm
https://www.manresa-sj.org/910_Gala.htm
http://www.manresa-sj.org/910_Gala
http://conta.cc/1mxjuoy


Manresa
Jesuit Retreat House

1390 Quarton Road

Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304-3554

248.644.4933 · www.manresa-sj.org 

Use your 
smartphone 
to scan this 
code and 
access our 
web page!

Name Group #
Hank Bardy Mary Madaglane   3
Sr. Brinker Sisters Retreat 7
Jackie Hamill Morning Mass
Sr. Rosalyn 
Hengstebeck

Sisters Retreat 16

Sr. Gloria Kelly OP Sisters Retreat 6
David K. A.A. 16
Eugene Landry St. Vincent DePaul 

Oakland
20

Sr. Logan Sisters Retreat 3
James Moloney St. Thomas More 51

Name Group #
Mario Napolitano St. Hugo 24
Sr. Poulin Sisters Retreat 2
John Rady Sr. Holy Name 21
George Reichenbach Shrine- 

Reichenbach
52

Deacon Ronald 
Rohlman

Office 34

Sr. Mary Florian 
Schneider

Sisters Retreat 4

Lou Silvasi St. Thomas More 12
Kathleen Taylor Variety of retreats 17

RETREATANT AWARDS  (FEBRUARY – MAY 2014)
  MANRESA PIN—(Presented on the 15th retreat)

Kathy Bielinski
Dominic Bologna
Shaun Davis
Robert Dubensky
Anthony Fava
James Kennedy
Joseph Kochajda

Albert Lord
Fred Navarre
John Pass
William Ris
Claudia Sauer
Joseph Wolber

MANRESA CREST—(Presented on the 25th retreat)
Michael Magoulick
Leonard Matusko
Richard Pass
Steve Torok
Peter Valente

Thomas Winterhalter
MANRESA BLAZER—(Presented on the 50th retreat)

Michael Del Duco
Frank Depetris
Mary Devitt
James Fritsch
Julie Gosskie

DECEASED MEMBERS OF THE MANRESA FAMILY
  (FEBRUARY – MAY 2014)

Continue scrolling to  
read the Bonus Material . . .  
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Bonus Material: Pilgrimage to Poland
 X Supplementing Manresa Matters Fall 2014

When James 
Michener was 
invited by 

television producers 
to do a show about 
whichever country he 
wished, his immediate 
and emphatic answer 
was Poland, a place 
Manresa in our 
previous 30 pilgrimages 
had not visited for more 
than a night or two.  
Well, in May of this 

year 34 friends of Manresa finally set out to see what 
Michener knew.

Poland is a country where the Catholic faith has 
been the mainstay of the people for more than 1000 
years—through invasions and partitions, through 123 
years without national identity, through persecution 
and suppression under Nazi and Communist 
occupation.  The piety and devotion of the people still 
thrive and were evident wherever we went.

This was a true pilgrimage: to the church of the Jesuit 
St. Stanislaus Kostka, where the martyr Blessed 
Jerzy Popiełuszko is buried; to Niepokalanów, 
founded by St. Maximilian Kolbe and the location of 
his museum; to the Shrines of Our Lady of Licheń 
and Our Lady of Częstochowa, where we had 
the privilege to celebrate Mass before the image of 
the Black Madonna; to Wadowice, the birthplace of 
St. John Paul II, and the magnificently designed 
museum in his honor; to the Sanctuary of Divine 
Mercy at Łagiewniki, where the remains of St. 
Faustina Kowalska rest; to Auschwitz and the cell 
where Kolbe was martyred.  Our final Mass, in the 
Wawel Cathedral, was at the altar of the tomb of St. 
Stanislaus; the place is called his Confessio, and the 
altar, the Ara Patriae, the altar of the fatherland, the 
very heart of Polish Catholicism—another very great 
honor for us.

Fr. Peter Fennessy, SJ led a pilgrimage to Poland from May 13 to 23, 2014.  Additional photos are 
available on Manresa’s website at:  http://manresa-sj.org/650_Poland_2014_Photos.htm. 

~ continued on next page

It was like walking on 
Holy Ground.

~ Deanna Tabor

There were other pleasures too: the many sites and 
delights of the rebuilt Warsaw and well-preserved 
Kraków; Chopin’s monument, his birthplace, 
Zelazowa Wola, the gardens around it, and a virtuoso 
piano concert; the hill country of Zakopane with its 
highland food and music and an unexpected parade 
on the birthday of John Paul II; the 800-year-old 
Wieliczka Salt Mines where we celebrated Mass 
deep underground; first-class hotels; long but 
pleasant flights on Lufthansa; 
delicious Polish cuisine including 
an evening at Restaurant 
Wierzynek, founded in 1364, 
where every visiting head of state 
has eaten for the last 500 years.  
Best of all was the company: 
pleasant and enjoyable fellow 
travelers with various and 
interesting backgrounds, who took the vicissitudes 
of foreign travel in stride and without complaint, and 
who enjoyed the otherness of foreign travel and the 
togetherness of our company.

~by Fr. Peter Fennessy 

Everywhere we went for the services, 
people were lined up to get in.  My 
favorite site was the Black Madonna.  
They were having an outdoor service 
in the round in honor of the Holy Spirit.  
People had chairs set up for the 4,000 
or 5,000 people who were there for 
the conference.  Some of them had walked 100 miles to 
get there even though it was pouring rain.  Other favorite 
sites and memories are Kraków, the beautiful architecture 
of the palace, the beauty and serenity of the mountains, 
all the wonderful churches…                          ~ Allen Wall

Poland Pilgrims May 2014



I was really impressed with 
the faith of the people.  So 
wonderful!

~ Mary Cafferty

My Poland visit was MEMORABLE!   It was 
springtime, fields were greening, flowers 
were blooming, the air was pure, music 

filled the air, joyous young people, local artisans 
and vendors filled the town square in Kraków.  
Restaurants ranged from homey to elegant and 
the outdoor cafes were pure delight.  Every meal 
had a flavor of home cooking (very little processed 
food) with pierogi, kieszka and potato pancakes 
available each and every day, not to forget those 
robust soups that mamusa used to make, the hearty 
fresh vegetables and those tasty entrees. Frederic 
Chopin’s music still remains #1 on the Polish hit 
parade; however, in the streets and town squares 
there was a cacophony of instrumental and street 
sounds that only the young could appreciate.

Pilgrimage to Poland - Bonus Material  (continued from prior page)

One Pilgrim’s Perspective

My biggest impression was Auschwitz 
because you hear about it, you read 
about it, you see it in the movies…   when 
you’re actually there it really makes an 
impression on you and makes you feel 
very grateful for what we have here and 
wanting everyone to have that freedom.                 

 ~ Lee Kendall

It was in many ways a sobering, spiritual experience.  
Our first stop was a walking tour of the city of Warsaw 
and a museum visit.  I was in a total state of shock 
while viewing huge wall-sized images of Warsaw 
following WWII.  The city was totally demolished, 
reduced to rubble.  It was inconceivable!  The former 
quaint “old town square” is still in the process of being 
rebuilt. The “new town” included a Westin Hotel where 
we were lodged.  

We also stayed at a beautiful 
mountain resort high up in the 
Carpathian Mountains.  Emotionally 
it was chilling though not surprising 
to learn that the German high 
command used this same lodging 
as their headquarters during their 
occupation of Poland.  And yet 
when I stepped onto the balcony 
attached to my room I sensed an overwhelming 
presence of God as I viewed the awesome majesty 
and grandeur of the blue skies, the hills and valleys 
and in the countryside the rustling streams, songs 
of the birds, etc.  And then there was the awfulness 
of the concentration camps, too gruesome to even 
contemplate or describe.  Who of us has any reason 
to complain?  In my heart I perceived every one of 
those 1.3 million defenseless souls ascending from 
the earthly fires of hell directly into heaven.  Was 
Jesus Himself not a Jew?

A spiritual high point in the journey for me was 
our visit to the Jasna Góra (Mount of Bright Light) 
Monastery which treasures the miraculous icon of 
the Black Madonna.  Fr. Peter was privileged to 
offer Mass at the main altar with our small group 
gathered in the confines of the Sanctuary cordoned 
off from throngs of pilgrims flowing past us on bended 
knees as they venerated the Madonna.  A tour of 
the Monastery revealed a very stark modern graphic 
depiction of the Stations of the Cross reflecting 
the chaos in the world today.  I would have liked to 
spend several hours reflecting and meditating on the 
artistic spiritual imagery but alas all I could do was to 
purchase small 4x6 inch copies of the stations.

Here is a thumbnail sketch of “one 
pilgrim’s” journey into the heartland 
of her forefathers. 

~ by Theresa Weber

~ continued on next page



Having Mass almost every day in 
different places, time for reflection and 
prayer and seeing the deep faith of the 
Polish people.  They truly are devout 
and pious as a country everywhere you 
turn.  They speak with deep reverence 
for John Paul II—they recently named 
the Kraków airport after him.  

The shrine to the Divine Mercy and the nun who was 
our guide—a young, vibrant, spiritual woman who 
exuded the love of Christ.  Infinite mercy is something 
we live with each day and discipleship requires it.  It 
was well organized.  People on the trip were lovely, tour 
guide was great, everything flowed well, got to see the 
Da Vinci painting which is second to the Mona Lisa.  
The trip was affordable, reasonable all the way through.

~ Bob Kendall

The people of Poland celebrate and venerate their 
son, their Pope, St. John Paul II, with a veritable 
display of banners, statues, monuments and churches 
all erected in his honor. Through his papacy (a true 
blessing and gift from God) St. John Paul helped 
renew a spirit of hope and normalcy in his homeland.  
I’m sure his prayers and support for Solidarity also 
earned him great respect.  The churches and shrines 
in Poland were filled with worshipers.  What a 
beautiful sight.
I developed a deeper sense of understanding and 
appreciation of the privations that my maternal 
grandparents and father endured in their homeland 
and the trust and confidence that brought them 
here to “the promised land.”  We returned from our 
journey Memorial Day weekend.  Mass at the Shrine 
of the Little Flower filled me with a gratitude for the 
peace and freedom from oppression that I (we) 
have been so privileged to enjoy in America.

So much more could be shared but words would not 
do justice.   May your future include a journey to a 
land you hold dear.

~ by Theresa Weber

Pilgrimage to Poland, One Pilgrim’s Perspective - Bonus Material  
(continued from prior page)

It was absolutely wonderful—it was 
all a highlight!  The food was good, 
the guide, the people we were with...
It was a beautiful, beautiful trip.  My 
favorite spot?  Wherever we were!      

~ Clarence Tabor

Photos are courtesy of Ron and Joanne Steinmayer

continue scrolling for more bonus material...



Bonus Material:  Photos from the Picnic
 X Supplementing Manresa Matters Fall 2014 - Page 5

~ continued on next page



Picnic Photos - Bonus Material  (continued from prior page)

continue scrolling for more bonus material or ...

Click here to go to the original article



Bonus Material:  Spirited Students Serve

Front row, left to right- 
Danielle Rustem, Ferris State University, 
Kathleen Hurley, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor
Jessica Northrup, Eastern Michigan University
Corryne Urbina, Oakland University
Stacey Tyburski, Oakland University, 
Laura Rhodes, Northwood University
Brother Mike O’Grady , SJ

Back row, left to right- 
Hugh Buchanan, Associate Director
Travis Harris, Eastern Michigan University
Brandon Lucius, Northwood University
Mackenzie Pahl, Ferris State University
Dylan Schlenvogt, Central Michigan University
Zachery Gizicki, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor
Amanda Dembski, Central Michigan University
Steve Karsenian, Volunteer
Bill LePine , Volunteer

 X Supplementing Manresa Matters Fall 2014 - Page 6

Assigned to chronicle this event, I arrived 
at Manresa about midday on a cold, gray, 
misty Saturday and found preparations 

thoroughly in place.  The stately doors to the barn 
opened to a table set with coffee, cider, donuts 
and stacks of Manresa publications.  The golf cart 
and “tractorette” 
with their trailers 
cradling assorted 
landscaping 
tools were at the 
ready.  Awaiting the 
volunteers’ arrival 
were staff members 
Hugh Buchanan  
and Brother Mike O’Grady, SJ, along with 
volunteers Bill LePine and Steve Karsenian.

Promptly at 1:00 PM, two cars arrived bearing 
12 students.  Hugh invited them into the barn 
for introductions and gave an impromptu yet 
informative orientation highlighting the history of 
the property.  Brother Mike offered hats, gloves and 
boots and grouped the students into three work 

parties.  The task was to gather and stack twigs, 
branches and sectioned trunks of already-felled 
European black alder trees on the low ground along 
the river.  Some of the trunk sections, cut by Bill with 
a chainsaw, would serve as firewood and the rest of 
the material would be chipped or burned.

The students set to 
their assignments 
with gusto.  
Observing them over 
two hours, I was 
impressed by their 
good cheer and by 
their cooperative, 

accommodating spirit.  Contrary to my usual 
curmudgeonly gloom, I got to thinking that as these 
young people step into the responsibilities that await 
them, our country will do just fine.  I now yield this 
space for their own words . . .

~ by Paul Seibold and 12 Circle K students,  
with special thanks to Stacey Tyburski

~ continued on next page



As the Environment Chair at the University of Michigan, I have been to many eco-restoration events with invasive 
species removal.  Removing the alder along the river will make this riparian ecosystem much more healthy and 
beautiful!                                                                                 ~ Zachery Gizicki, University of Michigan- Ann Arbor, Senior

I think that it was a very successful afternoon especially thanks to the kind and welcoming leading volunteers.  Not 
having known the other people in my group that well beforehand I think the teamwork necessary for this project allowed 
me to get to know the other people in my group.  Also it was such a great feeling at the end of the day to actually 
see the progress we had made around the river bank; it was a great physical reminder of how much a small group of 
determined people can do.  I loved this project and I hope I get the opportunity to return in the future. 
                                                                                                           ~ Kathleen Hurley, University of Michigan, Freshman

I would say that the staff at Manresa went out of their way to make sure we (the volunteers) felt welcome and that we 
had everything we needed, plus more, in order to complete the task at hand.  Although we did not expect anything in 
return for our work, we were all given a Manresa mug, hot chocolate and donuts, and even an opportunity to hold baby 
ducks!  It was a wonderful experience and I can’t thank everyone at Manresa enough for allowing my volunteers and 
me to share it with them.                                                                             ~ Stacey Tyburski, Oakland University, Senior

I thought that it was very enjoyable and the experience working with like-minded people was awesome. Everyone 
worked hard and was diligent.  It was absolutely spectacular!

~ Travis Harris, Eastern Michigan University, Senior

Out of all of the volunteering experiences I have had, I don’t think I have been any more welcome.  By the immediate 
smiles and welcoming gestures we knew we were very much appreciated and welcomed into the wonderful place.  I 
greatly enjoyed also being able to openly talk with the workers before and during the event.

~ Amanda Dembski, Central Michigan University, Sophomore

Zachery Gizicki Laura Rhodes Dylan Schlenvogt Kathleen Hurley Stacey Tyburski

Travis Harris Brandon Lucius Corryne Urbina Jessica Northrup Amanda Dembski

Students Serve - Bonus Material  (continued from prior page)
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TMG entertainment by 
Tola Lewis in the gazebo.

TMG guest and Manresa 
retreatant Judy Gilleran.

TMG guests enjoying one 
of the five great speakers.

Fr Hyde welcomes TMG 
guests.

First-time guests of 
Manresa raise their 

hands!.

Marilyn Rice presents certificate 
of appreciation to speaker Heidi 

Densmore, certified arborist.

TMG Outdoor Tour 

One of the slides used by speaker Orin Gelderloos.

TMG Speaker Orin Gelderloos receives certificate of 
appreciation from Rita Tinetti.

Setup for TMG by 
volunteers Clarence and 

Deanna Tabar

Speaker Ian Warnock is 
lead Horticulturist at the 
Frederik Meijer Gardens.

TMG outdoor tour.

TMG speaker and 
advanced master 

gardener Judy Cornellier.

TMG speaker Vaughn 
Johnson, coordinator for 
The Greening of Detroit.

Arrival gate announces The Master’s Garden 2014.

Arriving TMG guests were 
directed where to park by 

volunteers.

Co-chairs Ann-Marie Ciceri and 
Marilyn Rice with Rita Tinetti.

~ continued on next page



The Master’s Garden  - Bonus Material  (continued from prior page)

TMG Vendor Display
TMG Vendor Display by 

Purse O’nality.

TMG Vendor Display_
Miracle Quilts

TMG Vendors

TMG Vendor Display

TMG Vendor Display

TMG Vendor  Susan Marzec with 
her Simply Polish pottery

TMG Volunteers Paul and 
Pat Seibold

TMG Vendors

TMG Volunteers
TMG Volunteers

A massage for Brother 
Mike O’Grady, too.

TMG guest Monica Quinn 
gets a free massage at the 
Natural Recharge booth.

TMG guests with speaker 
Vaughn Johnson.

TMG guests

TMG Salad Crew Volunteers
TMG volunteers Anne-Marie Ciceri, 
Theresa Weber and Grace Seroka
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Beverly Bellew_Walter Meiers_Fr Steve Hurd_Peter Kreher_Keller McGaffey_Fr Ken Kaucheck.JPG

Bishop Don Hanchon led the prayer before dinner.JPG

Brian and Anwar Yaldoo_Iman and Frank Konja.JPG David and Holly Nona.JPG Dr Tom and Anne Graves.JPG

Dr. Clark Okulski_Tom Young.JPG Dr. Patricia Cooney Hathaway_Tom Hathaway_Fr Tom Ryan_Robin and Joseph Basta_Fr Ken Kaucheck_Debra Tourville.JPG Fr Hyde Addresses Audience.JPG

Frank Migliazzo at podium2.JPG George Ward_Janice Sharkey_Nick Sharkey.JPG Isaac and Balsaam Hanna with Executive Director Fr Gregory Hyde SJ.JPG

Jennifer Knight_Mary Carol Conroy_Mary Jane Roraff_Mary McKeon.JPG Joseph Sierzinga_Kate Marczak.JPG

Speaker Fr O Malley_Marie and William Molnar_Mary McKeon_daughter Kate Palenik and Chris Palenik.JPG Beverly Bellew_Walter Meiers.PNG
Beverly Bellew_Walter Meiers_Fr Steve Hurd_Peter 

Kreher_Keller McGaffey_Fr Ken Kaucheck

Bishop Don Hanchon led 
the prayer before dinner

David and Holly Nona

Ann Dillon_Jennifer Knight_Mary Carol Conroy

George Ward_Janice Sharkey_Nick Sharkey

Frank and Iman Konja_Anwar and Brian Yaldoo

Jennifer Knight_Mary Carol Conroy_ 
Mary Jane Roraff_Mary McKeon

Dr Tom and Anne Graves

Fr Hyde Addresses Audience

Joseph Sierzinga_Kate Marczak

Frank Migliazzo

Dr. Patricia Cooney Hathaway_Tom Hathaway_Fr Tom Ryan_Robin 
& Joseph Basta_Fr Ken Kaucheck_Debra Tourville_Fr. John Esper

Isaac and Balsaam Hanna with  
Executive Director Fr Gregory Hyde SJ

Dr. Clark Okulski_Tom Young

Speaker Fr O Malley_Marie and William Molnar_Mary 
McKeon_daughter Kate Palenik and Chris Palenik

Beverly Bellew_Walter Meiers
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Julie and Peter Kreher

Marsha Buzman and Rick Benedict.

Mary and Mike Schloff

Patrick Jones_Mary Crowley_Judith Jones_Peggy Stanton Patti and Bob KovalPat and Angela Quinn

Manresa Staff_Ruth Ann-Karen_Hugh-Sharon-Sally

Marie Schemelfening_Fr Jim Serrick

Monique Molnar Bates and Brian Bates

Kathleen Bedard_Keller and Debi McGaffey

Lucretia and David Cracchiolo_ 
Jane and Raymond Crachiollo

Kathleen and Jack McInerney_Carol Chisholm

Marisa Petrella_Rita Etlinger

Kathleen McCumsey_Paula Dow_ 
Mark Robey_Mary McKeon

Mary Ellen Netter_Bevery Thewes_ 
Lois Thornbury_Martha Condit
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Theresa Wisk Collins and Jane Collins

Arelia Dobosz_Mary Ellen Buchanan_Paula Dow

AfterglowTom and Theresa Jacob

Steve Condit and Martha Condit Theresa Weber_Frank Cancro_Anne Marie Ciceri

Afterglow

Paul and Kathleen Bedard Peter and Marianne Kelly

Janae and Brian Condit

Phillip and Diane Neville

Paul and Diane Widlack_Fr Tom Ryan

Rick and Julie GanfieldPhyllis Look_Marie Molnar_Bill Molnar

Sharon and Dave Brockman Shirley and Doug Reaume
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above left: Dave built a frame around a picture of the 
old wheel chapel to fit the opening, adding “a little bit of 
nostalgia” to the library when the fireplace is closed in 
warm weather.
above right: Face of Mary that Dave mounted on wood 
hangs in the 2nd floor chapel.

Wooden racks designed and 
built by Dave to hold wine 
bottles for silent auction.

“Tree of Life” 
was donated as 
an auction item.

Left to right: copper etching, wood carving and sculpture 
of wood and copper.

The carved backscratcher 
was a gift to Fr. Hyde.  
(detail above, right)

Embellishments added 
to furniture.

Copper pieces designed and fabricated by Dave.

Designs in ink and pencil.

Dave repaired Mary’s 
hand after tree damage.

Painted with palette 
knife at age 17.

~ continued on next page



Photography by David Morgan

Look at me, here I stand alone 
as strong as I can be 
after all the years of what 
Mother Nature has done to me, 
no matter how alone I feel 
I’ll stand firm to the ground 
from which I have my foundation 
and moisture I absorb.  

No matter how strong the wind gets, 
I’ll give way, 
staying stiff will cause me to break.  
I know I’m alive 
from the warmth I feel 
from the sun I feel on my leaves… 

When it is time to go, 
I’ll give back from which I have taken 
my roots, leaves, and branches 
will go back to the ground that I used 
for strength and stability, 
the fluids will go back to the sky 
which quenched my thirst, 
knowing this 
you feel the cycle of life!

The Tree of LifeDavid Morgan - Bonus Material 
(continued from prior page)

The cable that once powered the lights at Manresa 
decades ago now powers the Spirit in the form of a tree

By D. Morgan (Sept. 17, 2012)
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