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Front cover: Manresa campus in the spring, submitted by team member Paul Seibold

From the Editor

You’ll find that much is blooming 
at Manresa as you turn the pages 
of this issue!  God’s blessings pour 

forth like rain upon these holy grounds 
through the vision and generosity of 
donors, volunteers, staff and all who share 
in its Mission.  
What a joy it was to work with the 
Publications Team in bringing you these 
stories of growth:
•	 the expansion of opportunities for 

outdoor spiritual reflection in new 
prayer spaces like the labyrinth (p. 5) 
and added “station” (p. 6), 

•	 the lives touched by Manresa as shared 
in Larry Hadley’s remarkable journey 
(p. 4) and John McMahon’s poignant 
story as told by his sister (p. 10), 

•	 the increased spirit of those who 
serve such as Ignatian volunteer 
David Hooper (p. 12) and

•	 the flourishing programs like the  
Internship—as evidenced by the 18 
recently-commissioned interns and 
what it has meant to them (p. 17) and 
the men’s book club (p. 14).

Adding some nourishment for your 
personal spiritual growth, Fr. Fran Daly 
shares how to find God in all things 
including praying the Examen (p. 7) 

and Fr. Peter Fennessy 
offers a beautiful way of 
praying with art (p. 13).
It seems our newsletter is 
blooming, too, because we 
continue to use the online 
E-supplement for the overflow of articles 
and photos.  Each star you see in this 
issue is an indication that there’s more 
to read on that particular article in the 
E-supplement, such as the one about a 
Vatican astronomer’s surprise visit (p. 8).  
There are also items in the E-supplement 
that aren’t connected to the printed 
version, such as photos from our last two 
concerts and another article about growth: 
how Manresa plans to expand its outreach 
to young adults.  
So be sure to read the E-supplement, too,  
which (as with every issue of Manresa 
Matters) is accessible via our website at 
www.manresa-sj.org.  If you missed prior 
issues, you can find them by going to 
www.issuu.com and searching “Manresa 
Jesuit Retreat House.”
Thank you for the role you play in keeping 
Manresa blooming!

PS.  Speaking of blooms, please join us at 
The Master’s Garden on May 30—and 
be sure to have Fr. Bernie Owens sign his 
book for you (p. 9)!

Team members shown from left to right are: George Seroka, Grace Seroka,  
Hugh Buchanan, Paul Seibold, Fr. Peter Fennessy, SJ and Anne Smith.

Do you have a story of how Manresa has touched your life?  The Publications Team 
would love to hear from you!  Please write to us via email at asmith@manresa-sj.org or 
use Manresa’s postal address.

Check us out 
on the web!

mailto:rstevens%40manresa-sj.org?subject=
http://manresa-sj.org
http://manresa-sj.org
http://manresa-sj.org/
http://issuu.com
mailto:asmith%40manresa-sj.org?subject=
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From our Executive Director

I always enjoy the springtime of the year.  Here at 
Manresa, the season is filled with trees budding and 
birds singing.  Everything seems green and pulsing with 

new life.  The beauty of God’s great gift of creation stirs us 
in countless new ways.  Spring invites us to encounter the 
Lord in a spirit of hope and gratitude.
Speaking of gratitude, you may notice some new 
construction on the grounds that, thanks to some very 
generous donors, will result in two enhanced areas for 
prayer and meditation.  Read about the 15th station that 
will appear at the end of our recently renovated walking 
path in Hugh Buchanan’s article on page 6 and about the 
prayer labyrinth on page 5.  And in addition to developing 
the property, it is always a pleasure to see Manresa’s people 
developing themselves.  Please join me in extending 
congratulations to Razan Alfaear from our dining staff 
on her graduation from college (see page 12).  At the 
same time we wish Diane Neville warmest blessings as 
she transitions into a different role at Manresa while we 
welcome Denise Anderson as the new director of women’s 
programs (page 14).
I think as we read and share The Joy of the Gospel, we come 
to see that Pope Francis is leading the People of God 
into a new springtime.  He writes, “I invite all Christians, 
everywhere, to a renewed personal encounter with Jesus 
Christ, or at least openness to letting him encounter them.”  
In turn, I invite you to take a moment and recall the graces 
of your last retreat.  Consider ways that you might make 
time to meet Jesus in the hustle and bustle of your daily life, 
such as scheduling a private or directed retreat during one 
of Manresa’s three sessions set aside for this purpose:  June 
15 to 24, July 20 to 29 and August 17 to 22.  Allow Him to 
work His wonders and transform you through the joy of life 
in Christ.

As he continues his exhortation, 
Pope Francis directly challenges 
each of us: “I dream of a 
‘missionary option,’ that is a 
missionary impulse capable of 
transforming everything, so that 
the Church’s customs, ways of 
doing things, times and schedules, 
language and structures can 
be suitably channeled for the 
evangelization of today’s world 
rather than for her self-preservation . . . to make ordinary 
pastoral activity on every level more inclusive and open, to 
inspire in pastoral workers a constant desire to go forth and 
in this way to elicit a positive response from all those whom  
Jesus summons to friendship with him.” 

At Manresa, it is our desire to be open to and 
inclusive of all whom Jesus summons to His 
friendship.  Pray with us that our Mission at 
Manresa Jesuit Retreat House may always be 
a source of hope and mercy for all who desire to 
deepen their relationship with God.

May this spring enliven in us an awareness of God’s 
graciousness and our desire to serve the Lord and our 
neighbor.  I am very grateful for and touched by the men 
and women who come to Manresa to encounter Jesus 
Christ and so value their time with us.  I also appreciate 
our dedicated volunteers and faithful staff who labor with 
Christ to establish a sacred space here. Let us respond 
generously to Pope Francis’ challenge this spring and, with 
God’s help, let us embrace his “missionary impulse” as we 
strive to share Christ’s life and love in new ways.

Mass at the Grotto * House Tours * Live Music * Hotdogs, Burgers & Lemonade

MANRESA FAMILY PICNIC
JOIN US Sunday May 31, 2015 - 2 PM

Francis J. Daly, SJ

http://manresa-sj.org/222_Individual_Summer.htm
http://manresa-sj.org/222_Individual_Summer.htm
http://manresa-sj.org/274_Picnic.htm
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My Manresa Journey

My journey to 
Manresa began 
in June of 2011.  

I was reeling from two 
divorces, estrangement from 
my two adult children and 
the failure of my business.  A 
lifelong Baptist, I found the 
old ways of connecting to 
God just weren’t working.  I 
began to explore the Catholic 
Church, having been invited 
to a men’s Bible study at 
Holy Name parish by a 
friend.  The teaching and the 
interaction were incredible.  
(I didn’t think Catholics 

were even ALLOWED to read their Bibles!)  I’d heard 
about Manresa but knew very little about it.  My friend 
gave me some literature, and I checked the website and was 
thoroughly intrigued.  I decided to go to a retreat in June, 
with a group of people I didn’t know.  “What the heck,” I 
thought.  “It’s SILENT, so it doesn’t matter!”
I went with an expectant heart, yet not knowing what to 
expect.  Fr. Gregory Hyde’s geniality put me at ease, I made 

fast friends at dinner Friday night and Fr. Leo Cachat’s 
radiant smile welcomed me into the lounge.  The depth of 
his teaching on God’s love, along with Fr. Walt Farrell’s 
very deep meditations, touched the raw nerves deep inside 
me.  I was also drawn to Ignatian spirituality, St. Ignatius’ 
very simple method of relating to God.  Instead of five steps 
for this and eight steps for that, it was just getting to know 
Jesus, period.
There was much that was unfamiliar.  I went to more 
Masses than I’d even attended in my entire life!  I 
feverishly emailed my friend on Saturday night, seeking 
the lowdown on the Healing Service, because I was very 
rattled.  Listening to Fr. Peter Fennessy’s introduction, I 
decided, “Baptists anoint each other with oil all the time, so 
I probably won’t go to hell for this!”  Rather, I was deeply 
touched and truly healed at an inmost level.
In my meditation that first weekend, I asked God to show 
Himself to me.  He did.  Repeatedly.  Manresa changed me 
because its hallowed ground, beloved silence and Ignatian 
teaching brought me so much closer to God that weekend.  
As my faith journey in the Church continued, I attended 
several more retreats, entered RCIA at Holy Name in 2012 
and was confirmed in 2013.  Manresa continues to change 
me each time I attend a retreat because God always has 
something new to show me.

~ by Lawrence D.  Hadley 

Lawrence Hadley joined the 
Catholic Church after his 

Manresa experience.

          Manresa Pin
(presented on the 15th Retreat)

Elizabeth Alent
Sue Berlinghof
Sharon Krill

Elaine Lautenschlager
Cheryl Russ
David Saigh
John Wright

Manresa Crest 
 (presented on the 25th Retreat)

Michael Clancy

Manresa Blazer 
 (presented on the 50th Retreat)

Pio Peter Zammit

Retreatant Awards (June — December 2014) 

Name Retreat Group #
William Barkey Leonard Stumm 51
Larry Dargan Holy Week 47
Timothy Etue Weisenburger 8
Wilton Evertt Leonard Stumm 49
John W Fisher Leonard Stumm 50
James Fitzgerald, Jr. Grosse Pointe Vicariate 48
Margaret Hanafee Manresa Women VII 11
William Hereford McDonald-McHardy 10
Gerald Langwerowski Traverse City 22
James Leslie Ypsilanti 4

Name Retreat Group #
Harold M. Lincoln Weisenburger 3
Anthony Lolli John Lau 23
Charles F. Mann, Sr. Weisenburger 8
Gerald McMillan Leonard Stumm 59
Sally Sehn
Rudolph Thoreson 17
Norbert Topolewski Palm Sunday 35
Paul Vickers
Edward Zaidell John Lau 48

Born into the Resurrection (June — December 2014)
. . . Come, you who are blessed by my Father. Inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.  [Mt. 25:34]

Return to Page 2
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Prayer Walk Addition to Manresa

As Manresa’s many activities, new and old, unfold 
this spring, a significant effort will be underway to 
alter the topography of the landscape.  Two major 

construction projects will provide new sacred spaces to the 
grounds: an additional “station” (see page 6) and a pilgrim 
walk in the ancient form of a labyrinth.
Dating back in various forms some 4,000 years, the 
labyrinth was adopted by the Church because people saw 
in it a spiritual value.  Inlaid into the floor of Notre Dame 
Cathedral at Chartres is an eleven-circuit labyrinth from 
the early 1200s that mirrors the size of the magnificent 
rose window.  It served the poor as a substitute for a 
pilgrimage to the Holy Land and came to be called the 
Chemin de Jerusalem or “Road to Jerusalem.”  Pilgrims 
would arrive to participate in the prayer walk, moving 
along the pathways and praying about their own journey 
with God.
The labyrinth is not a maze.  A maze is a puzzle to be 
solved with multiple paths and choices, some of which 
lead to dead ends.  A labyrinth is a single, highly intricate 
but simple path that leads one toward the center and then 
away without false steps.  Our lives mirror the experience 
of walking the labyrinth.  Step by step along the narrow 
paths within the large circle we physically draw near 
the center, then walk away, then return again.  It is easy, 
humbling, exalting and prayerful—a pilgrim walk within 
one’s own life to the New Jerusalem.
The opening is planned for early summer.  It is our hope 
the experience will deepen your own walk with God.

~ by Hugh Buchanan
Manresa’s outdoor prayer walk will use the same design as 
this Labyrinth inside the Chartres Cathedral of Notre Dame

2015 Manresa Raffle
ONLY 350 TICKETS WILL BE SOLD 

Raffle Ticket Cost is $100

$10,000—Grand Prize*
$2,000—2nd Prize* 
$1,000—3rd Prize*

2015 Manresa Jesuit Raffle tickets are on sale now and repeat the great prizes we offered last year.  The 
winning numbers will be drawn at our annual family picnic on May 31, 2015.  As you know, the Manresa 
Jesuit Raffle contributes significantly to the financial support of Manresa through the Adopt-a-Retreatant 
Fund.  Click here to order tickets. 

* Prizes are based upon a minimum of 250 sold tickets.  If fewer than that are sold,  
   the raffle will revert to a 50/50 raffle with a first prize of $5,000.

Last year’s winners purchased their 
winning ticket by splitting the cost.  
A great idea that really paid off!

Return to Page 2

http://manresa-sj.org/bro_150531_Raffle.pdf
http://manresa-sj.org/bro_150531_Raffle.pdf
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Manresa Portrays Passion’s Fulfillment with Added Station 

One of the lasting 
impressions embedded in 
me over my last six years 

at Manresa is the comfortable 
habit of reading Scripture actively, 
employing my imagination to 
reach beyond the words to my own 
feelings and sensations.  The sense of 
loss the two disciples were wrestling 
to understand as they walked to 
Emmaus is familiar to me, too.  I 
think I have been there, in times of 
loss especially.  That also happens as 
I trace the path of the stations of the 
cross on the grounds at Manresa.  
As I leave the 14th station where 
Christ is placed in the tomb, I find 
a bench or quiet place to pray and 
seek answers.
Many spiritual sites all over the 
world provide a place for people to 
meditate after walking the stations.  
Other people simply define a 
personal querencia for reflecting 
on the mystery that we are called 
to live.  They are holy places, and 
Manresa has many within its 
boundaries.  In the coming months 
another will emerge as construction 
is completed on a special station 
where retreatants and guests can 

absorb the personal meaning of the 
way of the cross. 
We walk by all the stations and try 
to take in the last hours of the life of 
Christ.  This new sacred space will 
invite all to dwell within the station 
for a time and allow the compelling 
narrative of the life of the Lord to 
mix with our own.  
If you continue to read the Lucan 
account imaginatively, you will 
walk with two disciples on a road 
that leads to a small village outside 
Jerusalem.  The new Manresa station 
will place you there along the road 
to Emmaus with those disciples, 
asking the same questions, dealing 
with the same emotions.  It will be a 
place to stop and simply pause along 
the journey.  
While the empty tomb looms in 
the distance, the new space assures 
us that Jesus is not only alive—He 
is on the road with us, setting our 
hearts afire.  It will help to answer 
the question posed by the angel at 
the tomb.  He is no longer in the 
tomb but along the road that you 
travel.

~ by Hugh Buchanan

“Were not our hearts burning within us while He talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?”  [Luke 24:32] 

This is artist Reni Stephan’s initial 
rendering of Jesus on the road to 
Emmaus planned for completion 
at Manresa later this year.  Reni 
worked with master professors while 
attending the College for Creative 
Studies in Detroit and has worked 
as a professional sculptor for the 
past 16 years.  He resides in Sterling 
Heights with his wife and child. 

2015 MANRESA JESUIT RAFFLE ORDER FORM
ONLY 350 MANRESA RAFFLE TICKETS WILL BE SOLD

     Yes, I would like to purchase Manresa Jesuit Raffle Tickets for the 
$10,000 cash Grand Prize, $2,000 2nd Prize and $1,000 3rd Prize*

Please send me ______ raffle ticket(s) @ $100 each.    Total Amount Enclosed: $____________

Name: (Please Print):____________________________________  Day Phone #:__________________
Address: ___________________________________________________________________________
City: _______________________________________  State: __________  Zip: __________________

To order Manresa Jesuit Raffle Tickets: Please complete and mail this Order Form with your check 
to Manresa, 1390 Quarton Road, Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304 or click here to order online  

or call the Manresa Office (248.644.4933).  Your tickets will be mailed to you.

* Prizes are based upon a minimum of 250 sold tickets.  If fewer than that are sold,  
   the raffle will revert to a 50/50 raffle with a first prize of $5,000.

Return to Page 2

http://bit.ly/1FYgbS6
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During his life 
Ignatius of 
Loyola was 

blessed with many of 
God’s graces.  Two 
graces, however, were 
foundational to his 
own spirituality: his 
deep belief that God 
permeated all reality 
and his conviction that 
he could discover God’s 
will for himself.

In his Spiritual Exercises Ignatius provides us the means 
to realize how these graces work in our own lives.  He 
uses the final contemplation of the Exercises, the 
“Contemplation to Attain Love,” to deepen our awareness 
of the many ways God has loved us throughout our lives.  

Not only has God made a gift of life, family, friends, faith, 
education and all kinds of opportunities, but He also 
dwells in these gifts; at times He even labors for us in these 
gifts.  Ideally, all of these gifts are drawing us to a deeper 
appreciation of how much God loves us, wants to be with 
us and desires us to share our gifts with others.

God is always trying to break  
into our lives in simple  

and ordinary ways. 

Karl Rahner, SJ, a Jesuit theologian, saw God as the 
“horizon of all being.”  God is always present to us but 
in the background.  I think that Ignatius also used that 
final exercise to prepare retreatants to “come down from 
the mountain,” where they had encountered the Lord 
during the retreat, to return to their ordinary life and still 
have a way to be sensitive to God’s presence in everyday 
experience. 

Teilhard de Chardin, SJ, who was a paleontologist 
and theologian, realized this Ignatian insight and 
beautifully stated, “By virtue of creation and still more 
the Incarnation, nothing here below is profane to those 
who know how to see.”  God our Creator gifts us with all 
creation and invites us to partner with Him in continuing 
creation.  He also gives us Jesus Christ to share completely 
in our human joys and struggles.  Thus, everything is 
sacred to those who know how to receive God’s revelation 
and see it in their daily experience.

Ask the Lord to help you appreciate and value all the 
moments that make up your daily life.  This is the way 
that Ignatius hoped the retreatant would become a 
“contemplative in action,” graced to find God in all things.

~ by Francis J. Daly, SJ 

IGNATIAN SPIRITUALITY: Finding God in All Things

St. Ignatius of Loyola

The Daily Examen
The five-step examination of consciousness 
provides a simple way to help us see and increase 
our awareness of God’s abiding love each day. 

1. Find a time and place to be quiet for ten to 
fifteen minutes and place yourself in the 
presence of God.  Pick whatever time is best for 
you: the end, middle or beginning of the day.  
Nighttime is not always the best for “morning 
folks” and vice versa.  Notice what you are 
thinking about and how you are feeling.  Invite 
the Lord to be with you in these thoughts and 
feelings.  Be attentive to your inner self.

2. Review the last 24 hours.  Look over your day 
by considering your morning, afternoon and 
evening.  Memory is a wonderful gift. 

3. Allow yourself to recall and realize what you 
are grateful for in your day.  Take a moment to 
cherish some person or event and thank God 
for how His love has been present to you there.  
You may wish simply to hold these memories 
with a reverence and awe.

4. Acknowledge where you have been selfish 
in your response to some opportunities 
God provided you.  Perhaps you simply did 
not recognize that God was offering you a 
possibility to be kind, to offer an encouraging 
word or to accept an invitation to be more 
selfless.  This may be a healing moment of 
reconciliation with the Lord.

5. Design ways for yourself to be more aware of 
God’s presence in your next  24 hours.  We 
learn by taking time to reflect.  Gradually we 
become more sensitive to these moments with 
God in our everyday happenings.



Return to Page 2
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Vatican Astronomer Drops from the Sky

   Br. Guy Consolmagno, SJ shows his recently-awarded  
   Carl Sagan Medal of Excellence to Manresa’s staff.   

Click here to go to the E-supplement for more 
photos, details and a transcript of the full interview.  

Learning that Brother Guy Consolmagno, SJ 
of the Vatican Observatory would be in our 
neighborhood, we invited him to Manresa for 

lunch and a possible interview.  Br. Guy graciously agreed 
to stop by right after retrieving the meteorites he had 
loaned to the nearby Cranbrook Institute of Science.  
During his visit he shared his love for this area where he 
grew up, including fond memories of Fr. Bernie Owens, 
SJ who taught Br. Guy math at the University of Detroit 
Jesuit High School!  Coincidentally, Br. Guy served 
with the Peace Corps in Kenya (where Fr. Bernie now 
lives) before taking his vows as a Jesuit brother in 1991.  
We found our distinguished guest to be delightfully 
entertaining and very much “down-to-earth” in his 
responses to our many questions. 

On how being a Jesuit affects his work:
Vatican Jesuit astronomers “do ‘orphan science,’ the 
science that nobody is willing to do . . . but which really 
needs doing . . . as a service to the fellow scientists rather 
than as a way of glorifying ourselves. . . .  It’s given me 
the freedom to share with [others] the fun that I have.  
And it’s also opened up enormous numbers of doors.  I 
mean to me, being a Jesuit is so much fun that I can’t 
understand why everybody doesn’t want to do it.”   

On how being a scientist glorifies God:
“I think that glorifying God comes with any work . . .  
You do it ultimately because you’re in love with the work 
you’re doing . . . with the joy you get.  The glory of God is 
all wrapped up in that for all of us.  What’s different being 
a Jesuit is we get to do that publicly and say it out loud.”  

On science versus theology:
“. . . if you’re not passionately devoted to the truth, you 
can’t be a scientist.  But what is God but the Truth, the 
Way, the Life? . . . if you know that God is responsible, 
then seeing how the universe works gets you closer 
to God’s personality [and] knowing that this is God’s 
creation, you then see God everywhere. ”

On using the Bible as a science book:
“The Bible has many different creation stories.  Every one 
of them was the best science of its day.  But what’s new 
and important in every one of those is that . . . the Bible 
says, ‘it was caused by the action of a God who loved it’ 
. . . the Bible is not about science—it’s about God . . .  
Science books go out of date.  The Bible doesn’t go out of 
date.  The Bible is not a science book.”

On why the Vatican supports the Observatory:
“Francis [as all prior Popes] recognize[s] . . . the 
Observatory is . . . a source of good news and it’s a source 
of outreach . . . to the people in the pews who have been 
given the poison that says science is anti-religious and 
we’re saying, ‘No, science is a route to God.’  You find 
this in Paul’s letter to the Romans, first chapter: ‘Since 
the beginning of time God has revealed Himself in the 
things He has made.’” [Rom. 1:20]

On spending money for space exploration:
“We do have to build schools and hospitals and feed the 
poor.  But we never should lose track of what it is we’re 
ultimately trying to do, which is to feed our souls.”  

Watch Manresa Memos and www.manresa-sj.org for  
Br. Guy’s return to speak to a larger Manresa audience!

~ by Paul Seibold and Anne Smith

Meteorite curator, 
accomplished researcher, 
educator and lecturer, Br. Guy 
has authored several books 
including his latest: Would You 
Baptize an Extraterrestrial? 
(available in Manresa’s 
bookstore).

This prestigious award honors active planetary 
scientists whose efforts have significantly contributed 
to the public’s understanding of science. 

Return to Page 2
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Thanks to you . . .  
Sustainability Campaign Reaches Its Goal!

Many generous donors have made it possible gratefully to announce Manresa has met its 
goal for the Sustainability Campaign!  The campaign focused on the McGrail Fund 
($5.8 million at year’s end) and several capital projects, including an addition to the 

stations (see page 6) and the labyrinth (see page 5). Strengthening the McGrail Fund will allow 
Manresa to enhance our ministry by: 
•	 expanding our outreach efforts to others who share our spiritual Mission;
•	 ensuring the continuation of our donation-based retreats, allowing everyone to participate 

regardless of ability to pay; and
•	 offering new programs to introduce new audiences to Manresa and engage the existing 

community more deeply.
Future planned capital projects include technology upgrades for the offices, a new boiler for the 
Jesuit residence and new storm windows for our retreatant rooms.
Pledges and donations are still needed for this initiative and may be sent in the envelope 
provided in this issue or by contacting me at rtinetti@manresa-sj.org or 248.644.4933.
 ~ by Rita TinettiClick here for a list of these generous donors! 

Manresa Jesuit Retreat House’s
3rd Annual

The Master’s Garden:
Gardening in Harmony with Nature

Saturday, May 30, 2015
8:30 AM — 4:00 PM

Ticket Prices Include Lunch
$30 – through April 15
$35 – after April 15

CLICK HERE to purchase tickets online

Garden Marketplace ~ Speakers
Flower Pot Raffle ~ 50/50

Tours of Retreat House & Grounds
Music by Tola Lewis

Schedule:
8:30 AM  Marketplace opens; Tours begin

10:00 AM It’s All About Sharing
  Judy Cornellier
  Telly’s Greenhouse, Troy

11:15 AM Hydroponics 101
  Trevor Johnson, Farmer
  Henry Ford Hospital, W. Bloomfield

1:15 PM  Looking for God in the Garden
  Br. Jerry Smith, Director
  Capuchin Soup Kitchen, Detroit

2:45 PM   The Shady Business of Gardening
  Chuck Martin, Horticulturist
  The Dow Gardens, Midland
Proceeds go toward maintaining the grounds and facilities  
of Manresa Jesuit Retreat House, located on the northwest  
corner of Quarton Road and Woodward Avenue.  
1390 Quarton Road, Bloomfield Hills, MI.  248.644.4933

Special Guest Appearance
Fr. Bernie Owens, SJ will 
be in The Master’s Garden 
Marketplace selling and 
signing his new book. 

Sponsored By:

FULTON 
Real Estate Services

Manresa is seeking sponsors and 
advertisers for this event.  If interested 
click here or contact Rita at rtinetti@
manresa-sj.org or call 248.644.4933.

Manresa is a 501(c)(3) organization.  
Donations are tax deductible to the full 
extent of the law. Tax ID #38-1369605.

Return to Page 2
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Annual Fund

Adopt-A-Retreatant Fund

  567 donors like you gave  $162,667 
to the 2013-2014 Annual Fund.

Retreatant
Support
92.5%

Administrative 
Costs
7.5%

Expenses

100% of that aid is 
thanks to private support 
from donors like you.

More than 26% of Manresa 
retreatants are supported by the 
Adopt-a-Retreatant Fund each year.

 

30% 

15% 

28% 

94% 
100% 

25% 

AA Al-Anon Caregiver Urban
Parishes

Homeless Conference
(Ignatian)

Your gift helped . . . 

90 Groups

12,000 Program Participants

1,982 Conference Retreatants

130 Individual Retreatants

521 Youth Retreatants

Donor Spotlight
Occasionally, the story of why someone gives to Manresa’s Annual Appeal is so 
heartwarming it just has to be shared. Here is such a one.

Exhausting as her night had been administering pain meds to her dying brother, 
Mary Oliver awoke with thoughts of how many miraculous things had happened 
throughout the year as her brother bravely fought cancer.  “There were so many 

signs of God’s love and grace reaching out to John through friends and family, even as he 
endured great physical suffering,” she explained.
Over a year before, when her brother, John McMahon, learned of his pancreatic cancer, 
Mary googled “spiritual directors” knowing that John needed every kind of support as he 
embarked on his challenging journey.  That is how she learned of Manresa.  The spiritual 
director to whom Manresa referred him, Mary said, was like an “angel” through John’s 
dying process.  “I cannot tell you what a blessing he was.”
As a result of a very broken heart, John had fallen away from his faith due to a troubled 
marriage that left him bitter, hating his 
ex-wife.  His Manresa-trained spiritual 
director helped John to find forgiveness 
in his heart for her, and it transformed his 
life.  Despite his sickness and pain, he told 
his mother, “You aren’t going to believe 
this, but I am happier than I have been in a 
long, long time.”
Mary gratefully donated in John’s memory 
to Manresa’s Annual Appeal. “The gift was 
really to us,” she said.

~ by Rita Tinetti

John McMahon with  
his sister Mary Oliver

The Annual Appeal actually boosts two 
funds: the Adopt-a-Retreatant Fund, 
which helps those who are unable to 
afford a retreat, and the Annual Fund, 
which supports the general programs 
offered by Manresa, including the 
Internship in Listening Ministry (see 
page 17) that trains spiritual directors 
like the one who met with John.  Mary’s 
gift thus helps others who, like John, 
need a companion in their spiritual walk 
or who otherwise participate in our many 
programs.  See the accompanying graphs 
to learn who benefits from these funds.

If you also wish to contribute, you may 
use the envelope provided in this issue or 
donate by clicking here.

Have you thought about including 
Manresa in your will?  You need not be 
“rich” to leave a legacy gift.  Even those 
with modest estates can make an impact.  
Some gifts actually will provide income for 
you.  For more information contact Rita 
Tinetti at rtinetti@manresa-sj.org or call 
248.644.4933 or 248.736.5588 (cell).

Return to Page 2

http://manresa-sj.org/900_Help.htm
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Louie and Maysoon Abbo
Carolyn Arafat
Jack Arthurs
Robert A. Babinski
Gary and Beverly Bailey
Athir and Nadia Battah
Eugene R. Bebeau Jr.
Bill Bechtel
Anne Bjork
Mark J. Blancke
Robert and Kathy Bolya
William  Brazier
Tom Brell
Michael and Darlene Brennan
Rachel Brennan
Jack and Joann Brinkman
David and Sharon Brockman
Michael and Peng Brooks
Edward Brown
Charles and Margaret Brunhofer
Bill and Denise Bull
Jesse B. Burrell Jr.
Virginia Carey
Terry and Penny Carlson
Michael Carter
Catholic Men's Fellowship
Children of Mary
Ann-Marie Ciceri
Donald and Ellen Clayton
William and Mary Cohan
James R. Coker
Coldwell Banker Weir Manuel
Paul and Suzanne Conti
Marie Corbin
Joseph and Anne Cornillie
Kenneth and Maureen Courtney
Patricia Csatari
Dennis Currier
Jon Dady
Carlo Dall'Olmo
Kevin and Linda Daly
Roberta DeBaldo
Marjorie DeCapite
Gregory Denlea

Elizabeth Devereaux
Joseph and Julia Dierker
Patricia Donaldson
Patrick and Mary Dwyer
Steve Eick
Louis and Linda Farinola
Daniel and Virginia Finkiewicz
Jenene Francis
Joe Frederick
Patrick and Lucy French
Mary Gavin
Kathleen Geissler
Imad George
Gino and Luciana DiClemente Fndn.
William and Deborah Gollnitz
Donald and Claudia Griffin
James Guisinger
Daniel Hallagan
Debby Hannigan
John and Marilyn Hasley
Gerald and Diana Hawkins
Jeannie Hemphill
Charles and Lorraine Hermes
Don Hoffman
David Hooper
Eugene and Patricia Jacoby
James and Dorothy Jennings
David and Rita Kieras
Albert and Elizabeth King
Donald and Marianne Kostrewa
Zouhair and Sahira Koza
Peter and Julie Kreher
Donald and Antoinette LaFave
Bruce Larva
David and Marguerite Lentz
Cal and Phyllis Look
Mike and Susan Madison
Megan Maloney
Manresa AA
Faiz Mansour
Arlene Marcy
Joseph McCormick
Alonzo McDonald
Thomas and Lynn McGann

Tim McGinnity
John and Lorraine McLaughlin
Gustav and Miriam Meier
Willi Meyer
Robert Miller
Kathy Mills
Rose Millush
Sebastian Minaudo
Marie and William Molnar
J. Michael Moore
Edward and Judith Morad
Luke and Carol Moran
LeRoy J. Moreeuw, CPPS
Donald Mott
Tom Myers
George Najor
David O. Nieberding
Barbara Niman
Michael and Linda Norris
Gregory and Mary Oatis
Phillip O'Brien
Richard and Christine O'Connell
Suzanne O'Leary
Mary Oliver
Manuel and Norma Orona
Fr. Denis O'Shaughnessy
Robert Paesano
Sergio and Jackie Pages
H. Robert and Thelma Peper
William and Lynne Pfannes
Jerome and Phyllis Phillips
John and Beverly Racciato
Christopher and Rosario Raggio
David and Jacqueline Raggio
David and Kathleen Raggio
Victoria Repen
John and Thelma Riccardo
Mark and Nancy Rider
Donna Roggenbuck

Ann Rohr
Daryl and Rosanne Rollins
Renee Rourke
David and Stacy Runde
Thomas  Sarna
Therese  Scharbach
Catherine Schmitt
Daniel and Deborah Schneble
Joseph and Karen Schodowski
Gerald Seizert
Diane and Mark Siira
Gary and Sue Sikkema
Bradley Simmons
Donald Smith
Joan Smith
Mark and Mary Sobeck
Keith and Martha Soltis
Wally Stacey
Blake Stanwick
Leo and Susan Steinl
Philip and Janet Stenger
Paul Sullivan
Sandra Szybisty
Randall and Peg Tavierne
The Nawal & Jalal Shallal Foundation
William M. Thomas
Thomas L. Tiernan
Deborah Tourville
Thomas and Nancy Trimmer
Patricia A. Urban
Roger Veitch
John Wagner
Richard and Kathy Wagoner
Joan Walsh
Mel Wicks
John and Helga Wise
WMY Fund
Barbara Wojtas
Carl and Linda Yaden

If Today You Hear His Voice . . . 
Comments from Our Retreatant Evaluations

This was a profoundly moving experience for me and 
I am blessed to have had the opportunity.  It was the 
jump start I needed and I look forward to coming back.

Something powerful happened this weekend, especially 
during the healing service.  Frustration with my dad, 
mental illness . . . I was released from shadows and 
shame.  My faith is sufficient.

You are wonderful. Thank you for taking care of us. 

The retreat feels like a safe haven for me and I owe my 
thanks, blessings and gratitude to each of you for your 
kindness.

I am retired now and on a fixed income.  When I started 
in 1976 I had no money.  I am so glad you accept us 
when we are broke.  It really helps us.  Thank you.

Thank you for caring for me. I seem to get little in return 
from wife and kids. This retreat sustains me. Thank you 
for being here. 

Manresa is deeply grateful to these donors 
who responded to our Annual Appeal

This list represents gifts over $100 given between 9/1/14 
and 1/14/15.  Click here for the complete list.
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Contemplatives in Action

The Ignatian Volunteers at Manresa continue a 
centuries-old Jesuit tradition as “Contemplatives 
in Action.” 

Volunteers are “Contemplative” during monthly meetings 
at Manresa when they reflect on how the Holy Spirit 
moves them in their work.  Manresa’s Fr. Leo Cachat, SJ 
is the group’s chaplain and helps volunteers see the face 
of God in those they serve.  In addition, volunteers meet 
once a month with a spiritual director.  

 A Personal Perspective

I became an Ignatian Volunteer at Manresa in January 
2012.  Several years before, I had read about the 
group in Manresa Matters and was attracted because it 

combined two elements very important to me—spiritual 
growth and service to the poor.  After some hesitation and 
procrastination I joined, and it has been a sincere pleasure 
to work and pray with persons of similar interests.
I first served with the Pontiac School System, assisting 
in classrooms and tutoring.  My current service is in my 
home parish, St. Mary of the Hills in Rochester Hills, 
with the Stephen Ministry, which provides one-to-one, 
Christ-centered care to hurting people. 
The first person I served in the Stephen Ministry was 
a gentleman in his mid-70s who had just received a 
diagnosis of prostate cancer with only three to four 
months to live.  Week by week, we shared his transition 
from earthly dying to heavenly living.  His family was very 
grateful and told me those months were a more spiritual 

journey for him than they would 
have been without me.  From my 
viewpoint, those weekly visits were 
like “holy hours,” and the time we 
shared brought me closer to God as 
well.
Currently I am helping a fine 
middle-aged man who is going 
through a difficult divorce.  While 
he, too, expresses his gratitude for 
my role of support in his life, I am 
every bit as inspired by his gracious 
courage as he proceeds along a journey he never expected 
and certainly does not want.
If you would like to grow in your faith with the support of 
others who share that same desire and would also like to 
give of your time in serving the poor, please look into the 
Ignatian Volunteers at Manresa.  You’ll be glad you did.

~ by David Hooper

 IGNATIAN VOLUNTEERS They are “in Action” during their two-days-a-week service 
to poor people in metropolitan Detroit.  Volunteers work 
for these organizations: Ss. Peter and Paul Warming 
Center, Mercy Education Project, Beaumont Hospital 
Chaplain’s Office, Detroit Cristo Rey High School, 
Stephen Ministry, Capuchin Missions, University of 
Detroit Mercy’s Campus Kitchen and World Medical 
Relief.  
If you want to know more about the Ignatian Volunteers 
at Manresa, please contact Nick Sharkey at nicksharkey@
comcast.net. 
                                                                     ~ by Nick Sharkey  

Ignatian Volunteer  
David Hooper

Born in Damascus, Syria, 
Razan Alfaear arrived 
in America in 1985 and 

immediately began learning 
English as a second language.  
She eventually married and raised 
three children.  
Razan said she used to help her 
children with their homework 
until one day she realized she 

couldn’t help them anymore.  Seeing confusion on her 
children’s faces, Razan said she felt sad and hopeless.  “So 
I decided to return to school and pursue my degree for 
myself and my children,” she explained.  
Razan enrolled at Macomb Community College in 2009.  
She attended classes while continuing to raise her family 

and maintaining full-time employment with Manresa’s 
dining staff.  Last December Razan graducated summa 
cum laude, receiving a degree in general studies, and she 
will receive her associate’s degree in culinary arts this year.  
Razan credits all who supported her—teachers, friends 
and Manresa colleagues, but especially her family, who 
encouraged her and understood when she had to miss one 
of their special events to attend class. 
Razan believes that returning to school has not only 
improved her academically, but has also given her more 
confidence.  “I feel wiser and more open to learning new 
things.  Holding a degree and knowing I have earned an 
education makes me feel proud and important.”  Manresa 
salutes Razan and her example of dedication and self-
sacrifice in achieving her goals.
                                                                       ~ by Anne Smith

Congratulations, Razan Alfaear!

Razan Alfaear has been 
with Manresa 7 years

Return to Page 2

Return to Page 3
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From the earliest times, visual art has helped raise 
our minds and hearts to God.  The places where 
Christians pray and our prayer books have been 

adorned with images and illuminations.  Today more 
is being written about the theology of beauty, more art 
appears in our missalettes and more articles in religious 
magazines reflect meditatively on paintings.  Art still has 
the power to move us to prayer.  Let me suggest two ways.

Icons.  We might begin our prayer with an icon.  This 
12th century Moses and the Burning Bush is wonderfully 
different.  Moses is young, beardless and blond, but also 
a model of reverence before God.  His youthfulness even 
emphasizes the reverence so often lacking in the young.  
“Put off your shoes from your feet,” God says, “for the 
place on which you stand is holy ground [Ex. 3:5].”  He 
bows, removes his shoes, but keeps his attention on God.  
As we enter upon the holy ground of prayer, this image 
invites us to reverence, to set aside whatever is unworthy of 
God or might insulate us from God or keep the power in 
that holy ground of prayer from flowing into us.  And we 
need go no further.  It is prayer enough to stand before the 
icon open to its power and influence.  But perhaps, once 
centered in God’s presence, we may wish to meditate on 
something specific.

Visio Divina.  If you’ve made a retreat at Manresa you 
have heard of lectio divina, praying word by word with 
a Gospel story.  There can also be visio divina, praying 
with a painting of the story.  Instead of focusing on words 
we look at the details of the painting—Rogier van der 
Weyden’s The Visitation perhaps—details that draw us 
in and make the Gospel come alive for us.  Just as we 
need to spend real time with a Gospel passage to grasp 
its message for us, so to understand a painting we must 
give it our time, attention and active receptivity—exactly 
the disposition needed for prayer.  It is like Ignatian 
imaginative contemplation except that an artist has already 
provided our starting point.
In The Visitation look at the road reaching from under 
Mary’s feet off into the distance on the left, and realize 
the trouble Mary has taken to come to her cousin’s aid, 
and so what sort of woman she is.  Consider with what joy 
Elizabeth has rushed down from her home to welcome 
Mary.  Look at their hands on each other’s wombs, and 
ponder what they feel for each other and for God, Who 
has worked such wonders in them.  Hear, if you can recall 
the words, Mary’s Magnificat.  Let the contrasts work 
even more subtly on your emotions and imagination: their 
size against the smaller background, their ages, the red 
and blue dresses, or the presence or lack of head covering.  
What do we sense about Mary our Mother, about charity 
and joy and God’s gracious gifts, and how, looking at these 
things, do we respond to God today? 

~ by Peter Fennessy, SJ

Praying with Art - Part I

Ed. note:  This article will be continued in the next issue.

Icon of Moses and the Burning Bush, anonymous, 
12th century, tempera and gold leaf on canvas 
and wood, 36.2” x 25.2”, Monastery of St. 
Catherine at Mount Sinai, Egypt.

The Visitation by Rogier van der Weyden, 
c. 1445, oil on panel, 22.4” x 14.2”, 
Museum der Bildenden Künste, Leipzig.

Return to Page 2
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Dear Friends,
St. Ignatius often called himself the “pilgrim,” 

a name that referred to both his physical and spiritual 
journeying.  We, too, are pilgrims on this journey through 
life to eternal union with our Lord.  And as we 
make our way we do our best to discern the way 
forward, trusting in God’s loving guidance.  
The last two years of my journey were made 
alongside many of you at Manresa Jesuit Retreat 
House in my role as Director of Women’s 
Ministry.  They were blessed years for me and 
my hope is that I served you well.  But a short 
time ago I heard the gentle voice of the Spirit 
inviting me to continue my pilgrimage in a different way.  
Prior to joining Manresa’s staff I focused on offering 
one-on-one spiritual direction, serving as a guide for 
the Spiritual Exercises and volunteering in a number of 
areas.  Following the prompting of the Spirit, I have now 
returned to that focus.  But as many of you already know, 

I continue to be closely connected to Manresa, a sacred 
place and people very dear to my heart.
As I continue on my way I find comfort in knowing that 
I will encounter you again, for we are all travelling to the 
same destination!  And if I could offer you a gift for your 

journey, it would be this little story of an ancient 
church tradition about St. John the Evangelist . . . 
When John was an old man in Ephesus and age 
and weakness prevented him from preaching or 
making long discourses to the people, he had to be 
carried to the assembly with great difficulty in the 
arms of his disciples.  And every time he said to 
his flock only these words, “My dear children, love 
one another.”  After a time, the disciples, wearied 
with hearing constantly the same thing, asked 

him why he always repeated the same words.  John replied, 
“Because it is the precept of the Lord, and if you comply 
with it, you do enough!”

Love and blessings for your journey,

Diane
Men’s Book Club Continues

Men gather at Manresa monthly on Tuesday evenings to explore books 
that apply to their lives and help them grow in faith, hope and love.  
Feedback was extremely positive from the first session with Sacred 

Fire, A vision for a Deeper Human and Christian Maturity by Ronald Rolheiser.  
Building on that experience, Joe Olesnavage and Steve Raymond are now 
leading the discussion of a second great book, Pope Francis, Why He Leads the Way 
He Leads by Chris Lowney.  Lowney’s book has gained in acclaim as the world 
has taken to a leadership style full of courage, compassion and conviction, all 

accomplished within the context of a 500-year-old Jesuit “way of proceeding . . . “
While the current session nears completion, Joe and Steve are praying about the selection of the next book.  All men are 
most cordially invited to join the group.  See Manresa’s website or read Manresa Memos to learn more about the next session.

~ by Hugh Buchanan

Joe Olesnavage Steve Raymond

Diane Neville

Manresa Welcomes Denise Anderson to Its Staff

Are there any women’s programs 
at Manresa?”  Yes, I still get the 
question occasionally, which 

means there is still much work to be 
done, but I am gratified and inspired 
by the foundation put in place by Mary 
McKeon and developed by Diane Neville.  
The growth and impact of the women’s 

programs at Manresa are significant and marked by the 
steady increase in retreats, workshops and faith sharing on 
our calendars.  Diane has discerned a path that now leads 
her into a different role at Manresa.  
Finding someone to step into Diane’s shoes gave us some 

worry, but I feel the Lord’s hand was evident with the 
selection of Denise Anderson for our staff.  Denise comes 
to Manresa from a career in counseling both privately 
and in the Chippewa Valley School District.  A graduate 
of the Manresa Internship under Fr. Bernie Owens, 
she has worked in ministry in parishes and as a spiritual 
director helping others through the Spiritual Exercises.  
Additionally, Denise has developed and facilitated 
workshops in Journal Prayer, Spirituality for Young 
Mothers and other adult offerings.
Please welcome Denise on your next visit here as she takes 
the reins as the Director of Women’s Programs at Manresa.

~ by Hugh Buchanan

Denise Anderson

“

Return to Page 2

Return to Page 3
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JESUIT SPOTLIGHT: Fr. Peter Fennessy, SJ
Although he would “prefer to stay in the background”  
Fr. Peter humbly submitted to this reporter’s nosy probing  
with the utmost patience and good humor.  I am grateful for the 
opportunity to share more about this intriguing Jesuit . . .

Adopted as an infant, Fr. Peter has no knowledge of 
his natural parents but believes he is part Irish.  His 
adoptive father died when he was only four (around 

the time the photo on the back cover was taken), so he was 
raised by his adoptive mother.  He has an older sister in 
Seattle whom he admires very much for her activity and joy 
in life and free-thinking attitude.  He says his mom was a 
very loving person and worked hard to support them.  “We 
weren’t well off by any means, but I was always well fed and 
well dressed.”
He grew up in Boston, where he attended a Catholic grade 
school and Jesuit high school.  Influenced by his teachers 
and Jesuit cousin, Peter entered the novitiate at St. Andrew 
on Hudson in Poughkeepsie immediately after high 
school.  After a year there (the facility became the Culinary 
Institute of America, the former chapel now its main 
dining room!), he transferred to Shadowbrook in western 
Massachusetts to complete his novitiate.  He then studied 
at Weston College and Boston College where he earned 
MA’s in philosophy and in Latin and Greek. 

His “trial assignment” was teaching 
high school in Jamaica, where he lived 
as prefect at the boarding school.  He 
became head of the classics department 
and sports master, joining the national 
organizations for badminton, swimming 
and baseball.  (“It was a very small island,” 
he explained.) 
   After his ordination Fr. Peter chose 

to study theology in Oxford, England to work with John 
Macquarrie (an internationally known philosopher, 
systematic theologian and Anglican priest).  After Oxford he 
was sent to Colombiere to complete his tertianship with Fr. 
John McGrail.  During that time he served in downtown 
Detroit with Msgr. Clem Kern, “a real saintly man,” then 
as chaplain for Providence Hospital, 
and lastly at John Carroll University 
where he remained for 26 years.  He 
became head of campus ministry and 
rector of the Jesuit community at JCU, 
led a small neighborhood Bible study 
that met all 26 years, and even became 
a karate moderator of which he says, 
“I learned every single muscle on the 
body . . . by pulling them!” 
Sensing campus ministry needed new blood at the top, 
in 1998 he gave two years’ notice for JCU to find a 
replacement and he could move on to retreat work.  Two 

semesters in a sabbatical program at 
Berkeley, California included a course 
in “Theology and Art” that planted a 
seed for using art to give retreats; those 
retreats began after he was welcomed to 
Manresa by Director Fr. Jim Serrick in 2001. 

An avid hiker since 1969, Fr. Peter took on 
trails that included the Grand Canyon, Isle 
Royale, parts of the Appalachian Trail, the 
high peaks of the Adirondacks and New 
England, the Rockies, Yosemite . . .   “Every 
single one of them in its own way is lovely.”  
Claiming he got either “wiser or softer” he 
stopped backpacking excursions in 2012.
For relaxation in his “spare” time, Fr. Peter 
collects stamps with Jesuit connections 
(shared at www.manresa-sj.org/stamps/), 
reads or listens to audio CDs (while walking 
five to eight miles/day, weather/time permitting) and solves 
word puzzles, favoring British-style cryptic crossword 
puzzles. 
Spiritually Fr. Peter believes that a personal relationship 
with Christ is the most important thing in his life and 
spirit: “That’s what I try to communicate to other people in 
my retreats.  That’s what Jesuit spirituality is about.”
Favorite part of life?  “No, there’s no favorite part.  
They’re all good.”  Anything he’s particularly proud of?  
“I’ve survived.”  A particular passion?  “I don’t get excited 
about a lot of things.  I see good movies, but I don’t hold 
onto them.  I read good books, but I give them away when 
I’m finished with them.”  Cuisine?  “I cook some good 
things and I eat a lot of good things, and I let go of them 
and move on.  I’ve been to some nice places, but I don’t 
necessarily want to go back and live in any of them.  I’m 
here today.  I do what needs to be done today, and when 
tomorrow comes . . . tomorrow will be tomorrow.”   
                                                                   ~ by Anne Smith

1970 Ordination

JCU Marshal, 1990s

CURRENT RESPONSIBILITIES:
•	 Director of conference and individual retreats
•	 Spiritual director
•	 House superior in care of Manresa Jesuits
•	 Mass presider and homilist
•	 Pilgrimage leader (Lourdes, Russia, the Holy Land, 

Turkey, Eastern European capitals, Ireland, Poland)
•	 Webmaster (since 2004)
•	 Manager of the bookstore and library
•	 House photographer and audio/visual go-to guy
•	 Publications team member and contributor
•	 And a lot of other little things!  
How did he acquire these myriad tasks?  “Someone had to do it 
. . . so I’m doing it,” he replied simply.

1976 Hike

Fr. Peter
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Manresa’s 2014 Yearbook highlighted projects by 
Eagle Scout candidates Peter Chekal (deer-
proof enclosure), Michael Arwashan (tree and 

shrub plantings) and Nicholas Raggio (picnic tables).  The 
riverbank improvement project completed by candidate 
Zachary Barr just missed our publication deadline, so we 
are pleased to feature it here.  2014 marked the sixth year 
of projects designed and carried out by Eagle Scout candi-
dates in coordination with Brother Michael O’Grady, SJ 
to enhance the grounds of Manresa.
Zachary, the son of Scott and Kathy Barr, is a junior at U 
of D Jesuit High School and member of Troop 1037, St. 
Hugo of the Hills in Bloomfield Hills.  His project was 
sited at the northern end of the island closest to the for-
mer wheelhouse (now the St. Ignatius chapel).  Its purpose 
was to encourage the westerly turn of the river while rein-

forcing the bank of the island 
against erosion.  A revetment 
was constructed using rebar 
set behind the existing logs in 
the river, with new logs added.  
Rocks were transferred from 
the nature trail and stacked 
against the log barriers on 
the river bottom and along 

the shore of the island.  Twenty-four scouts formed a “wet 
team” that worked in the water and a “rock crew” that 
delivered the rocks for final placement.  Upon completion, 
a clear increase in the river’s westerly flow was noted.  

Zachary’s father was very pleased with how the project 
was handled: “Br. Mike, [volunteer] Bill [LePine] and 
[maintenance team leader] Pete [Luyckx] were invaluable 
in Zachary’s Eagle project.  They were great resources 
without taking over the planning or execution, allowing 
Zachary to get the experience intended from Eagle proj-
ects.  The Boy Scouts are blessed to have them and Man-
resa as an ongoing source of worthy Eagle projects and 
wonderful learning experiences!”   

~ by Paul SeiboldEagle candidate Zachary Barr 
is pictured second from left

Rocks await placement by Zachary (third from left) and his assistants

Last Eagle Scout Project of 2014: “Come to the Water”

Why should we reflect on God outdoors?  

When we go there, we place ourselves beyond 
the shelter of our structures but within the glo-

ry of His Cathedral.  Once outside we activate our senses 
to take in His creation: the groan of trees against the wind, 
the sweetness of flowers unfolding, the soil yielding to our 
steps, vees of geese as they shadow the sky, the rain upon 
our lips.  Jesus’ lesson is also near—that the God Who 
made and preserves these wonders loves us even more.

For the past few years, Manresa has invited visitors upon 
its 39 acres to follow Ignatius’ urging to see God in all 
things.  Blessed by wetlands, a nature trail and the Rouge 
River, expert staff and volunteers lead outdoor reflections 
that feature walks, prayer, sacred texts, a camp fire and 
always sharing over refreshments back inside the house.  
Set to highlight the best of the spring, fall and winter 
seasons, these encounters present God’s handiwork in all 
its variety, moods and promise.
What a great way to discover God!

Please join us for “Nature Awakens in Spring” on April 29 and 
for our fall reflection on October 7.   Both begin at 9:30 AM 
and conclude at 1:00 PM.  To register, simply click here 
or call the front office. 

~ by Paul Seibold and Grace Seroka 

Discovering God in His Garden: Outdoor Reflections
Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them.  Are you 
not much more valuable than they? . . .  And why do you worry about clothes?  See how the flowers of the field grow.  They do 
not labor or spin.  Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these.             [Mt. 6:26, 28-29]

Br. Mike O’Grady, SJ speaks about God’s great 
outdoors as we gathered last fall to observe, 
reflect, pray and learn from God’s creation.

Click here for photos and comments from 
“Finding God in our Winter.”

https://www.manresa-sj.org/219_Workshop_ol


Page 17

I volunteer as a spiritual director during Manresa’s 
weekend retreats.  I lead the retreatants in morning 
prayer and the Examen.  Most of the day, however, 

I listen and guide individuals to discover how God is 
communicating with them.  As I welcome a retreatant 
into confidential conversation, I vow in the silence of my 
heart to listen, receive and offer presence to the story each 
shares.
My experience with retreatants is a blessed witness of 
transformation.  It is a sacred time to be with the other 
in the gathering of his or her inner strength.  As I listen 
to each person, I hear the emptying out of pain, struggles 
and joys.  I listen to the other’s desire to let go of the place 
that holds, to let go of the place that controls, to let go 
of the place of fears.  My time with a retreatant is sacred 
time to guide him or her in receiving God’s mercy and 
compassion.
I completed Manresa’s internship program in Ignatian 
Spirituality in 2009.  Through the internship I received 
precision tools that helped me develop the gifts God 
had given me in the ministry of spiritual direction.  The 
training process guided me to view daily life experiences 
through the eyes of God and to see God’s work in all 

realities of life—not only in my own life but also in the life 
experiences of others.  
Through the internship I came to recognize the capacity of 
compassion, how it is a gift of love that comes from God.  
The ongoing development of this gift enables me to be in 
God’s loving presence with the people in my life and with 
the retreatants at Manresa.  Throughout the days of retreat 
I witness transformation and God’s beauty in them.   All I 
experience flows from God’s grace.  I am in deep gratitude.

~by Linda Chevalier

Commissioned Interns Serve as Spiritual Directors

Linda Chevalier 
is one of 
several spiritual 
directors from 
the internship 
program who 
assist with 
Manresa’s 
conference 
retreats.

Internship in Listening Ministry: The Commissioning

The Seminar in Ignatian Spirituality is open to 
everyone.  After completing the five mini-courses, 
individuals may then participate in the Internship 

in Listening Ministry to help develop skills in spiritual 
direction or holy listening.  Beyond the learned skills, 
which are applied in a variety of settings, interns are 
impacted personally as well:
“It’s been a tremendous opportunity to look deep within, 
at who I am . . . and to understand the truth and trust that 
God is there regardless, that He loves me no matter what, 
that I’m worthy of that love and that I’m called to share 
that love with others.”   —Michael Curry

“Two words . . . unconditional love . . .  I learned that God 
loved me even in times when I was not so lovable . . . that 
everything that happened in my life was for a purpose.  I 
didn’t know it at the time, but I did after completing the 
internship . . . I’ve learned to trust Him more . . . stay on 
His path and I’ll be okay.”  —Mike Norris
“‘It is no longer I who live, but Christ Jesus who lives in 
me’ [Gal. 2:20].  I have died. I am learning how to die each 
day more and more to myself as I fall into a deeper love 
with Christ.  And that’s one of the greatest gifts I have 
gotten through the internship.”    —Clarisa Piecuch

~ by Anne Smith

The latest commissioning ceremony was held for 18 interns last November at Holy Name Church in Birmingham.   
“We celebrate them for what God has begun in them, and we are confident that they will be a blessing in the years to 
come,” said Ann Dillon.  Ann co-directs the Ignatian spirituality seminars and the Internship with Fr. Steven Hurd, SJ.

For more inforation about the Internship call Ann Dillon at 
248.644.4933 Ext. #813 or email adillon@manresa-sj.org. Return to Page 2

mailto:adillon%40manresa-sj.org?subject=
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In Honor of Barbara J. Bologna  
Dominic Bologna 

In Honor of Fr. Leo Cachat, SJ  
Barbara Niman

In Honor of Charlotte Chase  
William and Phyllis Rosen

In Honor of Crisp Family  
Barbara A. Crisp

In Honor of Charles D. Cronenworth
Carol D. Todd

In Honor of Fr. Fran Daly, SJ  
Jo Ann Martin

In Honor of Ann Dillon
Margaret Platte  

In Honor of Emmet Feely 
Maureen Feely

In Honor of Fr. Gregory Hyde, SJ
Mary C. Cafferty
Judy Cancro
Anthony Pantuso
Theresa Margaret Weber

In Honor of Paul F. Jannott 
Bette Jannott

In Honor of Peter Kreher  
Julie Kreher

In Honor of Mr. and Mrs. Mark Mals
William and Deborah Gollnitz 

In Honor of the Jesuit Priests  
and Staff at Manresa 

John M. Wright
In Honor of Mary McKeon  

Maureen A. Kennedy
In Honor of Bernie Owens, SJ

Andrew Bemish
John and Jane Carlin 
Diane Neville

In Honor of Saville Family 
Laurence Saville

In Honor of Fran and Sally Sehn  
Mary Lou Janes
Carole Laramie
Carol Lee Markley

In Honor of Mark and Mary Sobeck 
Charles and Rhonda Main 

In Honor of UDM Jesuit Community
Hugh and Mary Ellen Buchanan

In Honor of Wangler Family  
John and Theresa Wangler

In Memory of Bernard Aretha 
Raymond L. Aretha

In Memory of William P. Barkey Jr.
Donna Barkey
F. G. Doherty
Joan Kolka
Malcolm A. MacLean
Michael and Carol Newland

In Memory of A. B. Chettle 
Gregory Denlea

In Memory of Kenneth Cummins  
Peggy Cummins
Margaret Platte

In Memory of Larry Dargan   
John S. Flintosh 

In Memory of John Joseph Dooley  
Richard and Mary Beaubien

In Memory of Phyllis Dworack  
Nelson Dworack

In Memory of William Goudreau, SJ  
Christopher Hermann

In Memory of Jack Greening  
Thomas and Marylee Ryan

In Memory of Dick Hallagan
Daniel and Diane Hallagan
Ronald T. Hallagan
Timothy and Robin Hallagan
William G. Hallagan

In Memory of Jacqueline Hamill
Joyce Adderly
Louise Fischer
Charles Hamill
James Hamill
Rob and Sue Hamill
Schuyler and Nora Hamill 
Jody Jennings

In Memory of Joe Hopkins, SJ  
Chip and Mary Jo Dawson

In Memory of Ronald Kleinstiver  
Connie Kleinstiver

In Memory of Jack and Eddie Koza  
Majid (Mike) Koza

In Memory of Mary Louise Kruse  
and Gerard Francis Kruse

John Kruse 
In Memory of Ronald A. Makowski

Gordon J. Baker
Noboru and Louise Itami
Thomas and Yvonne Larabell

In Memory of Christina Renee L. Marks  
Evelyn Marks

In Memory of Dorothy Mercier 
Alda Marie McCook

In Memory of Ben Porter
Hervey and Joanne Baldwin
Lewis Baughman
John Becker
Richard and Lucille Demmings
Robert and Stephanie Ellwood
Doris M. Heath
Randall and Jennifer Hoover
Cynthia C. Ireland
Richard Kennedy
Chuck and JoAnn Melekian
Kathleen P. Mielock
Ruth Moltz
Dennis J. Muzzi
Mitchell and Carol Pace
Richard and Maureen Puricelli
Steven and Susan Raymond
William and Laura Ridella
George and Grace Seroka
Maureen A. Shannon
C.J. and Sandra Travers
Inez A. Veraldi
John and Theresa Wangler

In Memory of Sally Sehn
William and Barbara Brazier
Deroy & Devereaux Private Investment Counsel Inc
Jay and Mary Joliat
David and Nancy O’Neill
Robert and Elly Sattler
Scott Schweighauser
Keith and Leanne Waddell

In Memory of Fr. Jack Schuett, SJ  
Paul and Jan Robertson

In Memory of John Sennett
Michael and Mary Barnd
Michael and Beverly Beitler
Ann G. Booth
Sally G. Brown
Thomas G. Burish
Patricia Courtney
Thomas and Geralyn Donovan
Linda N. Fisher
Norman Hofley
Nancy C. John
Robert and Lee Kendell
Marilyn M. Klein
Georgianne B. Lane Cady
Frances Patricia Olson
Keith Petherick
James and Norma Pontius
Waltraud E. Prechter
Scion Steel
Robert and Becky Thomas
Lois Thornbury
Nan H. Vincent
Milford E. Woodbeck

In Memory of Fr. Gene Simon and Fr. Wernert
Arthur and Caroline Koscinski 

In Memory of Barbara Steele  
Lesley G. Palmeri
Annmarie Cano Wurm

In Memory of Orion Strong   
Monica Valant

In Memory of Stanley Tomkowiak
Mathew and Mary Fyie
Diana D. Gac
Eugene and Nichol Gayhart
Gretchen Gonzalez
Mary Jo Henry
Thomas and Beverly Holtham
Kim Kemske
Russ and Mary Anne Kraft
Bernard and Ilene Latasiewicz
Phyllis Peters Look
Joseph and Susan Martino
Cliff and Barb McKenzie
Mitch and Rose Rota
Paul and Patricia Seibold
George and Grace Seroka
Anne Smith
Dennis and Tina Susko
Sharon Tomkowiak
Sheila Tomkowiak
Sharon Wetherington
Woodrow and Katherine Wilson

In Memory of Norbert Topolewski
Scott and Angela Czerniak
Richard and Kathleen Emrich
Rosemary M. Etue
Margaret M. Kelly
Frank Koss
Joseph Koss
John and Patricia Maicki
Daniel and Christine Osminski
Enrico and Marie Puzzuoli
Richard and Ann Marie Puzzuoli
Michael and Janet Simetkosky
Richard and Kathryn Topolewski

In Memory of Wadi S. Yono 
Fakhri W. Yono

HONORARY AND MEMORIAL GIFTS (June - December 2014)
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 2015 Conference Retreats for Men
Date Group

4/2-4/4 Holy Week, St. Regis, St. Owen, Pontiac 
Area First Friday Club  

4/10-4/12 Catholic Central Alumni, Grand Rapids-
Metamora, Monsignor Gordon Council K of 
C, South Lyon, St. Christopher,  St. Daniel 
Clarkston, St. Gertrude, St. Ignatius of 
Loyola, St. Jude, Wyandotte

4/24-4/26 Gaylord, Mother of God (Chaldean), Resur-
rection-Canton, Sacred Heart, St. Irenaeus  
Rochester, St. Joseph Dexter, U of D High 
Alumni Group

5/1-5/3 Cardinal Mooney K of C, Francis Cabrini K 
of C, Jackson-Lansing Group, John Lau-
Dearborn Sacred Heart, Leo XIII K of 
C, Our Lady of LaSalette, St. Cecilia, St.  
Hugo of the Hills, St. Patrick-White Lake     

5/15-5/17 Brother Rice Alumni, Detroit Police and 
Fire, Gesu-Detroit, Men of Manresa, Mt. 
Pleasant Group, St. Mary Magdalen-St. 
Conrad

8/7-8/9 AA Men

2015 Conference Retreats for Women 
Date Group

5/7-5/10 Manresa Women V (4-day midweek) 

5/8-5/10 Manresa Women IV (Mothers’ Day) 

5/22-5/24 AA Women (Spring) 

6/11-6/14 Manresa Women VI (4-day) 

7/31-8/2 Al-Anon Women 

9/15-9/17 Manresa Women VII (midweek) 

9/18-9/20 Manresa Women III (Sept.) 

10/15-10/18 Manresa Women VIII (4-day) 

11/13-11/15 Manresa Women IX 

11/27-11/29 AA Women (Fall) 

2015 RETREAT SCHEDULE
Choose any gender-specific retreat date that best fits your schedule—these are not restricted to the groups 
named.  To register call 248.644.4933  Ext. 10 or click here to register online.

Save the Date! Saturday September 26, 2015 
Manresa’s All New Gala!

New venue!    New format!  
New lower ticket price!     More fun! 

Watch for details via email or snail mail.

Date Group

8/28-8/30 Leonard Stumm Group, St. Bede, The 
Twelve Steppers 

9/11-9/13 McDonald-McHardy Group, Serra Club 
of Oakland County Group, Shrine-
Reichenbach, St. Mary of the Hills Rochester

10/2-10/4 Berry Group, Feuerstein Group, K of 
C Detroit Archdiocese, Maher Group, 
St. Anthony Temperance, St. Elizabeth  
Tecumseh, St. Louise Warren

10/8-10/11 Weisenburger/Serra (4-day) 

10/23-10/25 Catholic Lawyers & Physicians Group, Ford 
Tractor Group, Fr. Cotter K of C, Talbot, St. 
Vincent DePaul Oakland County

10/30-11/1 Bodde-Schweihofer-St. Clare, Our Lady 
Star of the Sea, St. Francis of Assisi, St.  
Hubert Mt. Clemens, St. Joseph Lake 
Orion, St. Valerie, St. Hugh

11/6-11/8 Ascension, Holy Name, St.  Boniface, St.  
Clement-Center Line

12/4-12/6 Bayer Toledo II-Defiance 

2015 Conference Retreats for Men and Women
Date Group

4/17-4/19 Christian Meditation

6/5-6/7 Hispanic Retreat

7/31-8/2 Married Couples

8/14-8/16 Urban Parishes

9/25-9/27 Healing Retreat II

12/11-12/13 Discernment Retreat (Formation Office)
  

2015 Conference Retreats for Religious 
Date Group

6/14-6/20 Religious Women

https://www.manresa-sj.org/219_Conference_ol.htm
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Reaching Out to Young Adults (new article)

There is a familiar question in our Board 
and committee meetings and from many 
of our conference retreat leaders:  “Where 

are the young people?”  Young adults (generally 
post collegiate to age 40) are not filling the pews 
either, but some of that may be changing.  We 
are noticing more young people at retreats and 
seminars.  The recent addition of Facebook to 
our regular communication network has opened 
new outreach to this vibrant generation too, but 
much more can be done . . . and we’re on it!

At a recent Board of Directors meeting, 
marketing expert Mark Powers gave a 
presentation describing the characteristics of 
the 25 to 40 adult demographic and how to 
integrate social media into our communications 
strategies to reach them.  He gave the Board 
several avenues of inquiry to pursue in order to 
appeal to this audience.  The Board formed a 
committee to develop recommendations using 
Mark’s presentation as a starting point.  

Additionally, Fr. Gary Wright, SJ, a member 
of our Board, has a passion for reaching out to 
young adults as part of his pastoral duties at 
Ss. Peter and Paul Jesuit Church (downtown), 
where he is the Parish Administrator-- quite a 
blessing to Manresa!  Fr. Wright is working in 
collaboration with Manresa staff to establish a 
program that has been very successful in other 
cities in the US called Contemplative Leaders in 
Action (CLA).  

CLA is a two-year faith formation and leadership 
development program rooted in the Spiritual 
Exercises of St. Ignatius and using many of 
the concepts outlined by Chris Lowney in his 
book Pope Francis: Why He Leads the Way He 
Leads.  While the program nurtures individual 
growth, it also strives to develop a ”cohort” of 
leaders who can bring the dynamics of faith 
and justice to lead their families, co-workers 
and communities.  It is specifically designed for 
young adults.

An exciting horizon is dawning for young adults 
at Manresa.  If you have questions, or if you 
or someone you know are interested in CLA, 
contact Fr. Wright at 313.961.8077 Ext. 206.

~ by Hugh Buchanan

Marketing expert Mark Powers  
addresses the Board on ways to  

connect with young adults 

Manresa Board member  
Fr. Gary Wright, SJ We are noticing more 

young people at 
retreats and seminars.

Continue scrolling or click here to go to all bonus material

Click here to go to Manresa Matters Cover
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Outdoor Reflection: Finding God in our Winter
Supplementing Manresa Matters Spring/Summer 2015 - page 16

The evening was graced with a perfect winter snowfall, 
elevating our experience of God’s presence among us . . .

Planning the evening’s reflection (from left to right): 
Beth Maderal, Elaine Maderal, Br. Mike O’Grady, SJ, 

Grace Seroka and Bill LePine.

Reveling in the snowfall 
are participants Karen 

Kelly and Marianne Reid.

Protected under the evergreens.

“ . . . across the river a muskrat had surfaced and 
climbed up on the shelf of ice.  It proceeded to 
nibble a twig or two off a fallen branch.  Everyone 
else’s attention was on the fire and Br. Mike’s 
reading.  [While] the muskrat continued with its foraging 
. . . [it became] an icon for me of the continuous 
unseen work of saints and angels in the heavens.  
The creature reminded me that no matter what is 
happening in my life, God continues to work without 
ceasing—quietly and often invisibly.”  —Scot Martin

“Touched by the serenity and inner 
peace of God’s presence . . . I felt a 
movement from within.  The movement 
can best be described as rejuvenation 
and inspiration from the Holy Spirit . . . 
during a difficult transition in my life . . .”  
—John Feeney

Our bodies were warmed by the fire while 
our hearts were warmed by Br. Mike’s 
reading from St. John of the Cross.

~ continued on next page
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Finding God in our WInter (continued from preceding page)

Walking reflectively in  
God’s winter wonderland.

Marilyn Knak’s 
contemplative walk.

“During a contemplative slow walk in the snow along the river, I experienced the snow and ground 
beneath my feet as an analogy to my life in recent months/years.  Covered with snow, each footfall 
could not be anticipated—snow was deep or shallow, fluffy or crunchy, the ground could be level 
or uneven, my pace could be steady or stumbling.  Despite the unanticipated events and health 
setbacks in my life, I keep moving forward and keep cultivating acceptance of what is.”  

—Marilyn Knak

Tables set with Elaine Maderal’s winter finds  
enhanced the group’s indoor reflection.

Together we built 
up the fire.

Group sharing in the library.

“I am more aware of nature as a reflection of God.  I usually have 
associated God with a church building.”  —Armando Delicato ~by Grace Seroka with 

photos by Paul Seibold

Click here to go to Orignal Article

Continue scrolling or click here to go to all bonus material
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Manresa is deeply grateful to these donors 
who responded to our Annual Appeal

Louie and Maysoon Abbo
Ed and Chris Abratowski
Carolyn Arafat
John Arthurs
Irma Asumen
Robert Babinski
Gary and Beverly Bailey
Athir and Nadia Battah
Eugene R. Bebeau Jr.
William Bechtel
Charlotte Belden
John Bieda
Kenneth Biraga
Anne Bjork
Mark Blancke
Robert and Kathy Bolya
William Brazier
Thomas Brell
Michael and Darlene Brennan
Rachel Brennan
Jack and Joann Brinkman
David and Sharon Brockman
Michael and Peng Brooks
Edward Brown
Nadine Brown
Charles and Margaret Brunhofer
Bill and Denise Bull
Jesse B. Burrell Jr.
Paul and Patricia Busch
Virginia Carey
Terry and Penny Carlson
Michael Carter
Catholic Men’s Fellowship 
Conrad and Carol Chapman
Children of Mary 
Ann-Marie Ciceri
Donald and Ellen Clayton
William and Mary Cohan
James Coker
Coldwell Banker Weir Manuel 
Robert Conklin
Paul and Suzanne Conti
Marie Corbin
Joseph and Anne Cornillie
Kenneth and Maureen Courtney
Lowell and Elizabeth Cousino
Patricia Csatari
Peggy Cummins
Dennis Currier
Jon Dady
Carlo Dall’Olmo
Kevin and Linda Daly
Lorraine Davidson
Roberta Debaldo
Marjorie Decapite
Gregory Denlea
Richard and Rosemary Detskas
Elizabeth Devereaux
Margaret Devereaux
Joseph and Julia Dierker

Anthony and Carol Dimarco
Patrick and Mary Ellen Doman
Patricia Donaldson
Geri and Steve Dunn
Patrick and Mary Dwyer
Steve Eick
Louis and Linda Farinola
Stephanie Fayad
Daniel and Virginia Finkiewicz
Martin Fitts
Christopher Foerg
Jenene Francis
Joseph Frederick
R. Patrick and Lucy French
Ruby French
Mary Gavin
Kathleen Geissler
Imad George
Gino and Luciana DiClemente Fndn. 
William Glaab
Donald and Claudia Griffin
Arthur and Catherine Guilmet
James Guisinger
Niran and Walid Habboo
Daniel Hallagan
Debby Hannigan
Joseph Hart
John and Marilyn Hasley
Gerald and Diana Hawkins
Jeannie Hemphill
Charles and Lorraine Hermes
Sabah and Kathleen Hermiz
Donald Hoffmann
Janice Hojnicki
David Hooper
Robert Huntsman
Carol Ignash
Eugene and Patricia Jacoby
Charlotte Jaworski
James and Dorothy Jennings
John Frank Rare Coins 
Mark Karwaski
Pranciskus and Diane Kaunelis
David and Rita Kieras
Albert and Elizabeth King
Michael Kirt
Jane Konkel
Donald and Marianne Kostrewa
William Kostrzewa
Zouhair and Sahira Koza
Peter and Julia Kreher
Donald and Antoinette LaFave
Bruce Larva
David and Marguerite Lentz
Joanne LeVon
Michael Ley
Cal and Phyllis Look
Patricia Lucier
Michael and Susan Madison
Mark Makowski

Donald and Dorothy Maladecki
Megan Maloney
Manresa AA 
Faiz Mansour
Arlene Marcy
Michael and Barbara McAuliffe
Joseph McCormick
Alonzo McDonald
Thomas and Lynn McGann
Tim Mcginnity
John and Lorraine McLaughlin
Gustav and Miriam Meier
Maddalena Melendez
Janelle Metti
Willi Meyer
Kathleen Mielock
Robert Miller
Kathleen Mills
Rose Millush
Sebastian Minaudo
William and Marie Molnar
J. Michael Moore
Edward and Judith Morad
Luke and Carol Moran
LeRoy Moreeuw, CPPS
Jaclynn Moretti 
Donald Mott
Thomas Myers
George Najor
David Nieberding
Barbara Niman
Michael and Linda Norris
Gregory and Mary Oatis
Phillip O’Brien
Richard and Christine O’Connell
Suzanne O’Leary
Mary Oliver
Manuel and Norma Orona
Fr. Denis O’Shaughnessy
Robert Paesano
Sergio and Jackie Pages
David and Amy Palmer
Ronald and Pam Penkala
H. Robert and Thelma Peper
William and Lynne Pfannes
Jerome and Phyllis Phillips
Dorothy Pilla
John and Beverly Racciato
Christopher and Rosario Raggio
David and Jacqueline Raggio
David and Kathleen Raggio
Stephen and Amy Raggio
Kathleen Rakowski
Victoria Repen
John and Thelma Riccardo
Mark and Nancy Rider
Donna Roggenbuck
Ann Rohr
Daryl and Rosanne Rollins
Renee Rourke

Odessa Rowan
David and Stacy Runde
Thomas Sarna
Therese Scharbach
Marie Schimelfening
Catherine Schmitt
Daniel and Deborah Schneble
Joseph and Karen Schodowski
Dawn Schluter
Robert and Diane Scroggins & McCallum
Gerald Seizert
Kathleen Shaw
Kathleen Sherry
Mark and Diane Siira
Gary and Sue Sikkema
Claudia Sills
Bradley Simmons
Robert Skubic
Donald Smith
Joan Smith
Susan Smith
Mark and Mary Sobeck
Keith and Martha Soltis
Dennis and Ann Stacey
Wally Stacey
Blake Stanwick
Leo and Susan Steinl
Ronald and Joanne Steinmayer
Philip and Janet Stenger
Maureen Sullivan
Paul Sullivan
Lawrence and Susan Sych
Gerald and Patricia Szczepanski
Sandra Szybisty
Randall and Peg Tavierne
The Franciscan 
The Nawal and Jalal Shallal Fndn. 
William Thomas
Thomas Tiernan
Michael Timm
Deborah Tourville
Thomas and Nancy Trimmer
Patricia Urban
Roger Veitch
John Wagner
Richard and Kathy Wagoner
Joan Walsh
Mary Watkins
Melvyn Wicks
J. Wilhelm
John and Helga Wise
WMY Fund 
Barbara Wojtas
Walter and Maryann Wolfe
John Wright
Carl and Linda Yaden

This list represents all who donated between September 1, 2014 through January 18, 2015:

Continue scrolling or click here to go to all bonus material

Click here to go to original article
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Annonymous
Dennis and Margaret Alberts
Raymond L. Aretha
Alberta Asmar
Kathleen Dul Aznavorian
Rev. Timothy F. Babcock
Robert A. Babinski
Robin and Joseph C. Basta
William and Margaret Beauregard
Ed Behrendt
Bellarmine Jesuit Retreat House
Andrew Bemish
Rick and Ellen Benedict
Jim and Judy Berlucchi
John and Kelly Berry
Tom and Marte Bewick
James F. Blazek
Martha Bober
Dominic Joseph Bologna
Robert and Kathy Bolya
Sheila Book
William and Barbara Brazier
Rachel Brennan
Karen Brooks
Jeffrey and Suzanne Brown
Michael and Karen Brown
Hugh and Mary Ellen Buchanan
Georgianne Lane Cady
Mary C. Cafferty and Allen Wall
Frank Cancro 
Judy Cancro
John and Jane Carlin
Ross and Jenny Chapman
Adam and Sue Cheslin
David J. Chesney
Chicago Detroit Jesuit Province 
Children of Mary
Christopher and Ann-Marie Ciceri
Phyllis N. Clark
Brian and Janae Condit
Robert Costello
Joseph and Martha Crawford
Barbara Crisp
Ellen Crowley
Kevin and Linda Daly and Family
Dennis and Judy Darin
Mary Jo and Chip Dawson
Clarence DeFauw
Eliezer and Myrna De Leon
Mr. and Mrs. William Dettloff
Gino and Luciano DiClemente Fdn.
Julia and Joseph Dierker
Patricia Donaldson
Terrence V. Donovan
Paula Dow
Clark Durant
Wanda Dyla
Nelson (Tony) Dworack
Dr. and Mrs. Michael Edwards
Michael Einheuser
Ana Fanego
Dennis Farac and Rita Tinetti
Ernesto and Carmen Fernandez
Douglas and Mara Filo

Walter and Sandra Fisher
John S. Flintosh
Dennis Flynn
William Freeman
Alfred and Diane Gade
Joyce Gardner
Harold R. Gass Family
Salim Gasso
Joan Gaston
William and Jo Ann Glaab
Robert J. Godek
John and Theresa Godwin
Reyna Gonzalez Nunez
Gerald Gostomski
Mary Gresens
Robert and Janice Guenther
Wilma Haataja
Charles Hamill
James Hamill
Rob and Sue Hamill
Schuyler and Nora Hamill
Margaret Hanafee
Alan C. Haras
Michael and Pamela Harris
Judd and Alicia Hart
Mary Jo Henry
Christopher and Kathy Hermann
Lubomyr O. Hewko
Kenneth and Lori Hiltz
Janice M. Hojnicki
Tom and Bridget Hurley
John Indyk
Sally Janecek
Mary Lou Janes
Bette Jannott
Joseph and Carole Janus
Jody Jennings
Jesuit Retreat House (Parma)
Rev. Kenneth Kaucheck
Robert Kelly
Bob and Lenore Kendell
Maureen A. Kennedy
E. William Kenyon
Ray and Joan Kettel
Albert and Elizabeth King
Joseph Kloka
Victor and Carolyn Kochajda
Faik Konja
Fritz and Renate Kopp
Art and Caroline Koscinski
Walter Kosydar
Majid (Mike) Koza
Zouhair and Sahira Koza
Julie Kreher
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Kreher
John A. Kruse
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Filarets Women’s Chorus Concert of “Koledy” 
(Christmas carols) — December 7, 2014

Filarets Women’s Chorus in full voice.

 Audience show of hands:  
“Who’s Polish?”

 Music director Bob Barnhart plays a 
Telemann sonata on the viola da gamba. 

Filarets Women’s Chorus and  
the Wernert Lounge: a perfect fit!

Director Barnhart and choristers enjoy 
a seasonal visit after the concert.

Filarets chorister Christine Kuczara  
explains the Polish tradition of  

Pastorałki i Kolędy (pastorals and carols).

~ continued on next page
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Oakland Jazz Quartet Concert — January 25, 2015

Percussionist Mark Stone introduces 
the Trinidadian steel pan.

Bassist Miles Brown 
 in the groove.

The Africa-derived 
 Array mbira in action.

Scott Gwinnell explains “reharmonizing.”
Sean Dobbins on drums shows his stuff.

Traditional and nontraditional instruments give 
Oakland Jazz Quartet that special sound. 

~ photos and captions by Paul Seibold
Continue scrolling or click here to go to all bonus material
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Vatican Astronomer Br. Guy Consolmagno, SJ
Supplementing Manresa Matters Spring/Summer 2015 - page 8

~ continued on next page

It started with an email that our editor received 
from a friend interested in cosmology.  The email 
linked to a November 10 article by Detroit Free 

Press reporter Patricia Montemurri relating 
that Br. Guy Consolmagno, SJ, a Detroit-area 
native assigned to the Vatican observatory at 
Castel Gondolfo, was due to receive the Carl 
Sagan Medal from the American Astronomical 
Society for making scientific information 
accessible to the public.  Reportedly, on his 
return from the award ceremony in Tucson, 
Br. Guy would stop to retrieve some meteorites 
on loan to the Cranbrook Institute of Science.
From the email we judged that Br. Guy was 
already in the Detroit area and Manresa would 
have to act swiftly in order to secure his visit to 

the house.  Ms. Montemurri kindly forwarded our 
email of invitation to him and despite numerous 
other commitments on his layover, Br. Guy 
graciously accepted for lunch and conversation.  
Associate Director Hugh Buchanan thereupon 
rallied Manresa staff and alerted kitchen 
personnel so that within 24 hours the house 
could welcome Br. Guy for the midday meal, a 
house tour and a recorded interview (included 
in this E-version supplement).  A wise and 
witty interlocutor, Br. Guy patiently fielded our 
questions and promised to return within a year 
for a more formal presentation.  

Br. Guy has engagingly explained the heavens 
in lectures around the world and has authored 
or co-authored several books, including Would 
You Baptize an Extraterrestrial? and Turn Left at 

Orion; even an asteroid bears his name!  He 
has relinquished his post as curator of the 
Vatican meteorite collection and will oversee 
fund-raising for the Vatican Observatory 
Foundation to maintain and modernize the 
Vatican Advanced Technology Telescope on 
Mt. Graham near Tucson.

~ article and photos by Paul Seibold 

Br. Guy Consolmagno, recipient of the Carl 
Sagan Medal of Excellence in Public 
Communication for Planetary Science, 
stopped by for a visit to Manresa last 
November while he was in the area.

House Welcomes Vatican Astronomer at Warp Speed
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Vatican Astronomer (continued from preceding page)

~ continued on next page

Interviewers:    Fr. Peter Fennessy, Ministerial Staff
  Paul Seibold, Publications Team Volunteer
  Anne Smith, Publications Coordinator/Editor

Anne:  Could you talk about how being a religious, 
specifically a Jesuit, impacts your work?   
It impacts it in a funny way . . . my religion doesn’t tell me 
what is going to be true and what is going to be false.  
What it does is it changes the motivation for why you do the 
work and in the long run that changes the kinds of ques-
tions you decide you’re going to study.  The hardest part 
about being a scientist is not the actual work, but choosing 
the topic, choosing the program, it’s got to be big enough to 
be worthwhile, small enough you can actually accomplish 
it.  And those scales change.  For me at the Vatican I don’t 
have to worry about getting a result in three years because 
the grant runs out.  Or getting a result within six years be-
cause then I’m up for tenure.  And so I’ve been able to do 
work that lasts 20 years.  I’m also not worried about mak-
ing a big impression on the field so that I can get the next 
big job.  So I’ve been able to do the kind of work that is a 
service to the community.  
When I arrived at the Vatican I decided, among other 
things, I wanted to do a survey of meteorite physical prop-
erties—their density, their porosity.  It’s the kind of work that 
frankly is boring to a lot of people, except number one, I 
get to handle the meteorites, and that’s really exciting.  And 
number two, I’ve done enough theory to know that these 
were numbers that people needed that no one was actually 
doing.   Another Jesuit scientist had a wonderful phrase for 
it.  It says, “We do orphan science.”  We do the science that 
nobody is willing to do . . . but which really needs doing . . . 
as a service to the fellow scientists rather than as a way of 
glorifying ourselves.

Anne: And . . . glorifying God?   
I think that glorifying God comes with any work.  And I’m 
not going to claim that I’m the only one, that only a religious 
does it for that reason.  

Here’s the other thing that’s different.  I can be public about 
my religion.  I was a Catholic before I was a Jesuit, but no-
body knew that.  As a Jesuit when I show up at meetings, 
every meeting someone will come up and say “Can we talk 
about . . .?”  Or “Let me tell you about the church I go to . . 
.”  And people I never knew were religious, but it gives them 
permission to talk about the things that otherwise you’re 
hesitant to talk over.  And I think it’s important for people to 
recognize that.  That science in general isn’t going to make 
you rich.  And it’s not going to make you famous.  It’s not 
going to get you girls—it didn’t for me anyway [all laugh].  
So why do we do it?  And it’s true of a lay person as well.  
You do it ultimately because you’re in love with the work 
you’re doing.  And that really is you’re in love with the joy 
you get.  The glory of God is all wrapped up in that for all 
of us.  What’s different being a Jesuit is we get to do that 
publicly and say it out loud.  

Paul:  What you relate seems to tie in with the expres-
sion: “Seeing God in all things.”  
Exactly.  And that’s the fundamental that goes without 
saying.  But to be honest I think that’s true of all scientists, 
even the guys who claim to be atheists.  You know it was 
Michael Buckley who had the insight years ago.  You know, 
“to be an atheist you have to have a very clear idea of the 
god who you don’t believe in.”  And very often the god they 
don’t believe in, I don’t believe in either.  They haven’t en-
countered the God that we’ve learned about in a place like 
this.  But they are in love with the truth.  And if you’re not 
passionately devoted to the truth, you can’t be a scientist.  
But what is God but the Truth, the Way, the Life?  So a lot 
of what you would think would be just a Jesuit’s take on sci-
ence, I think is actually every scientist’s take.  It’s that we’re 
able to expose it to them and to say, “This is what you guys 
have been doing all along even if you don’t think about it.”

Anne:  Do you think, in general, that being a man of 
science makes it easier, or more difficult, to believe in 
God?
Oh, certainly much easier, because you see the physical 
universe through the eyes of faith, and everything you see 
is congruent with your faith.  This is different from saying 
that science proves God.  Science can’t prove God.  God’s 
bigger than science.  

Anne:  Can science disprove God?
Likewise science can’t disprove God for the same rea-
son.  That would make science more fundamental than 
God, which is absurd.  But when you come into the world 
of science with faith, knowing that this is God’s creation, 
you then see God everywhere.  You have the eyes to see 
it.  This is, frankly, the same way as science works any-
way.  There is a friend of mine who is learning geology and 
had to learn the rock cuts—“and from this cut and the way 

Our Interview with Br. Guy in Manresa’s Library November 17, 2014
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Interview with Br. Guy (continued from preceding page)
this goes that way and that goes this way, you can tell that 
these things happen, and this non-conformity occurred 
there and this was an uplift and that was . . .”—and after 
the professor’s explaining it all he says, “You know, if I 
hadn’t believed it I would never have seen it.”  

And likewise if you don’t 
know that God is responsi-
ble for this universe—and 
I don’t mean that He’s got 
everything on a string and 
His fingerprint is the earth—
it’s all fingerprint.  But what 
I do mean is if you know 
that God is responsible, 
then seeing how the uni-
verse works gets you closer 
to God’s personality.  

You know, a mom will have 
her child’s picture on the re-
frigerator because that’s the creation of the child she loves.  
This is the creation of the God we love.  And the universe is 
God’s refrigerator.  [all laugh]

Paul:  I kind of think of it as God has endowed us hu-
mans with curiosity and He’s salted clues all around, in 
the fossil record and in the sky and whatnot, so that we 
can exercise our curiosity and find our way to God . . .
One of my favorite phrases comes from a science fiction 
writer who put it this way:  “I believe in the God of the 
Burgess Shale.”  Now the Burgess Shale is this structure 
in Canada where you can see the stratigraphic sequence 
of all the fossils in one place.  It’s perfectly preserved. And 
you can see evolution before your eyes.  And her point 
was, “The God Who gave us that is clearly One Who wants 
us to engage our reason and our imagination to come clos-
er to Him.”  And that’s the God I believe in.

Fr. Peter:  If there are other intelligent races on oth-
er planets through the many galaxies, could they be 
saved theologically by multiple incarnations of the 
Word, so that a more accurate understanding of Christ 
might be one divine person with a divine nature and a 
billion or more created natures?
There’s a wonderful poem by Alice Meynell, she wrote this 
about 1917, Christ in the Cosmos [sic; ed. note: title is 
Christ in the Universe] which ends up with exactly that.

Fr. Peter: “Our empty tomb, our planet’s boast.”  Is that 
the one?
No, but it’s similar.  It’s basically, “We have not yet heard of 
all the guises that Christ trod in all the different planets of 
the universe, nor have we yet had the chance to tell them 
about when Christ was a man.”  It’s a wonderful poem.  
There is nothing in our theology that says otherwise.  WE—
DON’T—KNOW.  But this is the fundamental flaw about all 

the arguments about extraterrestrials.  This is in the book, 
Would You Baptize an Extraterrestrial?, to which we do not 
have an answer because there are no answers to these 
things.  The question is really not about extraterrestrials; it’s 
about “what is baptism?”  And we’re still trying to figure that 
one out.  

But people think that if an 
alien came here in a space-
ship he’d go faster than light, 
be so far technically ad-
vanced, my gosh they must 
have solved all the other 
problems.  But it doesn’t work 
that way.  We’re a whole lot 
more technically advanced 
than the ancient Greeks, but 
we still have to read Plato 
and face the same issues 
that Plato faced.  We still read 
Socrates and decide would 

we have drunk the poison or not.  His decision to do it 
doesn’t solve that issue for us.  Ethics is not cumulative that 
way—nor would you want it to be, because then it would 
take away the freedom that we have to make the right or 
wrong decisions and to choose what is right and wrong for 
us.  Every generation, every person, has to take the prin-
ciples we’re given and then apply them to our own unique 
lives.  And that means if you’ve got freedom you’re going to 
make a mistake.  The person who’s never made a mistake 
is the person who’s never tried and the person who’s never 
free.  And that means we are inevitably, all of us, in need of 
salvation.  

It doesn’t mean that it has to be the same salvation story.  
What’s the other group of intelligent beings in our tradition?  
It’s the angels.  And the salvation story, the choice story of 
the angels, is completely different from the choice of having 
a Savior.  Now Christ did not become an angel to save the 
angels.  He did it a different way.  Who’s to say He does it 
the same way for everybody?   

Fr. Peter:  Of course He could not become incarnate in 
angelic nature . . .
Well, I wouldn’t say, “He can’t.”  I never want to say “He 
can’t” and “God” in the same sentence!  [all laugh]  I’m just 
saying it’s different.  And who’s to say what the rest of the 
universe is like?  

Fr. Peter: The sci-fi story that I was referring to earlier 
is Daughter of Is [ed. note: by Michael Davidson and 
Carlos Ochagavia, Popular Library, 1978], where a 
person goes to this planet, finds they are absolutely 
indolent, their sin is not anger, their sin is sloth.  And 
God apparently has become incarnate in a woman on 
this planet who is trying to rouse them up to war.
 [Laughing]  Yes!  Why not?

~ continued on next page
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Paul:  Expanding on that, do you see a role for science 
fiction in helping the general public sort of come to 
grips with these questions?
Yes, absolutely, because the trouble with these questions 
is that we come to them with our own prejudices and our 
own fears.  We don’t want to face the possibility that the 
choices we’ve made are wrong, or the understanding we 
have is wrong.  So if you remove the question to a place in 
a galaxy far, far away, a long, long time ago, then you can 
more likely look at it objectively.  And you can, as we do in 
science, you can tweak a variable . . . if we’re going from, 
you know,  whatever the determining vice of humanity is—
greed, let’s say, to sloth—how does that change what the 
need for salvation is and what things are constant?  

It’s by playing these games (yeah, there is no such race, 
it’s fiction; but there are such sins) . . .  By playing these 
games, we don’t learn about extraterrestrials.  We learn 
about ourselves.  Every science fiction story is not written 
about the future or a different planet.  Ultimately every 
science fiction story is written about the time and place 
when the person writing the story was writing it.  And you 
can find that in so many wonderful stories from the 50s are 
about civil rights.  So many wonderful stories of the 60s and 
70s are about issues of war and peace.  It’s whatever crisis 
is happening at the time the story he is writing . . . being 
whatever crisis when that story is being written.  That’s how 
we can reflect back on ourselves and see ourselves from 
enough of a distance to be able to judge . . .  At the end, af-
ter you’ve read the story and you’ve walked the path of that 
character and you decide, “no, that wasn’t the right thing to 
do,” or “yes, that was the right thing to do.”  Then you can 
say, “Now, how does this reflect on my own life?”  That’s 
true of any piece of fiction.  That’s true of any drama.

Anne:  Do you believe in the Big Bang theory?  
Well, it’s not a matter of faith.  You know, somebody asked 
me, “Do you believe in gay marriage?” and my answer 
was, “I’ve seen it.  You know, forget about believing it.  I’ve 
seen it.”  I’ve seen “the theory.”  The theory is real.  Does 
the theory describe the way the universe began?  It’s as 
good as any theory we’ve got in 2014.  Are we still going 
to believe this theory in 3014?  I hope not.  I hope we will 

have learned more.  Because of this theory we continue on.  
What most people don’t remember is that the scientist that 
came up with the mathematics of the Big Bang and turned 
it into a cosmology was a fellow named George Lemaître 
who happened to be a Catholic priest.  And there was tre-
mendous prejudice against the theory by the astronomers 
because they were afraid it was too close to the Biblical 
idea of creation.  

And, at one point Pope Pius XII came dangerously close 
to endorsing the Big Bang and Lemaître himself went and 
said, “Don’t do it.”  Because it’s a theory that, you know, we 
hope in a hundred years’ time something better will replace.  
We have to remember that scientific theories are never the 
last word.  Is Pluto a planet or not a planet?  It depends 
when the book was written.  And ask me again in a hundred 
years.

Anne:  What does [one] tell anyone who insists that 
a 13.8 billion year old universe and the solar system 
forming by itself from natural laws violates what the 
Bible teaches?
The Bible has many different creation stories.  Every one of 
them was the best science of its day.  But what’s new and 
important in every one of those is that, where the Baby-
lonians thought the world was flat with a dome and it was 
caused by chaos, the Bible says, “well, of course, we all 
know the world is flat and there’s a dome overhead but it 
was caused by the action of a God who loved it.”  
Where people said that human beings in Chapter 2 of the 
Bible--here it says they’re made out of dust, even there--but 
it says, “God did it” rather than “It happened by accident” or 
“It happened because of some mistake of the gods.”  What 
is new in Genesis is that God lovingly chose to do it and 
that’s what is constant in every creation story in Genesis, 
and there are several throughout the Bible.  Because the 
Bible is not about science—it’s about God.  Science books 
weren’t even invented when the Bible was written.  So how 
can you claim it’s a “science book?”  

Here’s the other thing.  I’ve got a stack of science books in 
my office.  Most of them are obsolete.  Science books go 
out of date.  The Bible doesn’t go out of date. The Bible is 
not a science book.

Fr. Peter:  Are relations with the Vatican under Francis 
significantly different than Benedict or John Paul?
Actually, no, because the relations under all of them have 
been excellent and based on, as is everything in the 
Vatican, personal connections.  There’s a fellow named 
Michael Heller who’s a cosmologist, both philosophically 
and mathematically, who is Polish who was a great friend 
of John Paul II.  And whenever we needed something we 
could ask Michael and Michael would ask his good buddy 
and it was taken care of.  The current director of the Obser-

Interview with Br. Guy (continued from preceding page)
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vatory is Jose Funes.  As a young man entering the Jesuits 
of course he had to be interviewed, and it was Fr. Bergoglio 
who interviewed him because he’s from Argentina.  
Francis has had lunch with us.  He came over to our com-

munity and had lunch.  He’s visited a couple of times.  No, 
the relationships all along have been great because all 
of these people recognize what the Observatory is good 
for.  And it’s a source of good news and it’s a source of 
outreach.  Not so much nowadays to the scientists.  Most 
scientists I’ve found are pretty religious, or pretty open to 
religion.  But it’s outreach to the people in the pews who 
have been given the poison that says science is anti-re-
ligious and we’re saying, “No, science is a route to God.”  
And that’s why the atheists don’t want you to have it.  

Anne:  Science is a route to God . . .
Yeah, this is not me saying this.  You find this in Paul’s 
letter to the Romans, first chapter.  “Since the beginning of 
time God has revealed Himself in the things He has made.”  
[ed. note:  See Rom 1:20   “Ever since the creation of the 
world, his invisible attributes of eternal power and divinity 
have been able to be understood and perceived in what he 
has made . . .”]

Fr. Peter:  “The heavens declare the glory of God.”
Exactly.  Psalm 19?

Anne:  What in your work brings you the greatest satis-
faction?  
Oh my.  [pause]  There is the little moment of joy when 
you see your data plotted this versus that and you see a 
pattern where you didn’t expect one.  And you’re going, “It 
works!  There’s something happening here!”  And that’s a 
very private joy.  There’s also the joy of sharing it with my 
friends and my colleagues in the field.  Because science is 
not done just alone.  It’s a conversation.  You have to have 
people to talk to.  And then, it’s sharing it with people in 
the general public.  I’m a ham.  I love getting up there and 
talking about wonderful things because a good scientific 
project is also a good story.  It’s got a set-up, a climax, a 
denouement.  It gives you the same satisfaction as a story 
well told.  And I love being able to tell the story of how the 
universe works.  So, it’s having something to share, and 
then sharing it.

Anne:  How would you answer the objection of those 
people who think that the money that we spend on 
exploring space would be better off spent feeding the 
poor, and all that . . . ?
Here’s an embarrassing question.  I firmly believe in the Je-
suit mission of faith and justice and to help the poor.  What 
are we trying to do when we help the poor?  Are we trying 
to make them rich?  Is that our goal?  What is our goal in 
helping the poor?  Ultimately, I would say, you want to give 
people enough so that they don’t have to worry about feed-
ing their body, that they have the chance to feed their souls.  
But if we don’t give them something to feed their souls, 
then feeding their bodies was pointless.  
Anne:  So exploration of space is feeding their souls?
Exploration of space is feeding their souls. And you know 
who taught me that were the people in Africa.  I joined the 
Peace Corps when I was 30 because I couldn’t see, “Why 
are you doing astronomy when people are starving in the 
world?”  But I brought a telescope along because, what the 
heck, I’m going to be in Africa and there’s great skies there.  
So I’d bring the telescope to little villages where my fellow 
Peace Corps workers were, you know I’d visit them around 
every weekend, and everybody in the villages would come 
out and they’d look through the telescope and they’d go, 
“Wow, look at the moons of Jupiter!  Wow, look at the 
craters in our moon!  Look at the rings of Saturn!”  And if 
you’ve ever seen these things through a little telescope, 
you’d go “Wow!”  
And at the same time I had a very intelligent cat.  But my 

cat never wanted to look through a telescope.  This is 
something human beings do.  And if you deny this to some-
body because they’re too poor, they were born in the wrong 
continent, they’re the wrong gender or the wrong race or 
whatever, you are denying them their humanity.  But when 
you can share this with them, especially people who have 
been shunned to one side because they were born in the 
wrong status, you’re saying to them, “You are equal to us.  
You, like us, can share in the adventure of looking at the 
stars and being amazed and wondering.”  And that is a very 
important thing to do!

Now, the Vatican spends 1% of its budget on the Obser-
vatory, and that’s about right because there’s lots of other 

~ continued on next page
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things they have to do.  We do have to build schools and 
hospitals and feed the poor.  But we never should lose 
track of what it is we’re ultimately trying to do, which is to 
feed our souls.  

Paul:  I looked at your video clip that was accompany-
ing the Free Press article and you mentioned the vari-
ous stages of your training and whatnot, but what I was 
missing from the timeline is at what point you entered 
the Jesuit order.
… It was 1989—25 years ago this year—I was a professor 
at Lafayette College and I was incredibly happy doing what 
I was doing.  This was a point of Ignatian spirituality that 
they hadn’t taught me yet.  You make these big decisions 
in moments of grace, not moments of desolation.  I had just 
broken up with somebody I had been dating, and . . . she 
was a wonderful person . . . but . . . it was clearly a mismatch 
and we were much happier going our separate ways.  
But then I figured, what do I do with my life?  What do I love 
doing?  I love teaching and I love standing for something 

bigger than myself.  
And if I join the Je-
suits I could do both 
of those things.  
So of course what 
do they do?  They 
send me off to do 
science instead.  
The other thing . . 
. I was, being very 

mathematical, did a calculation:  If I met the perfect woman, 
we started a family, I’d be 40 when we start.  Those kids 
will be teenagers when I’m in my 60s.  This is absurd.  All 
right, let’s look at the Jesuits as the place where I could 
do this.  I’m five years a Jesuit before somebody points 
out that 15 + 40 is 55, not 65.  So I can’t add.  But by then 
it was too late.  I was in, and as anyone who knows who 
has had a vocation knows, or anyone who has had a good 
marriage knows, suddenly it’s not just that you’re happy but 
you’re content.  You know, “Yeah, this is it.  This is what I 
was looking for.”

Anne:  Coming back after all these years, you go to 
Cranbrook and you pick up your meteorites.  What was 
going through your mind, your thoughts, your emo-
tions . . .   Can you describe the feeling?
It’s tremendous nostalgia.  I love this area.  This is where I 
grew up.  And in the car I was listening to the iPod, listening 
to music that I had listened to—Scheherazade.  So I have 
this music that’s pulling back my teenage years and the 
snow on the grass and the clouds overhead . . . As I say, 
I love Michigan in the wintertime because it’s like being in 
bed with the blankets over your head.  It’s warm and cozy.  
And I know I can never come back because I’m also nostal-
gic for a time that’s long gone.  But knowing that it’s here is 
reassuring and gives me the joy to go on and to go to new 

and exciting places with the memory that everything that I 
lived through is real and will never be taken away.  

I remember talking to a high school kid in Los Angeles just 
a month ago, and we were talking about the giantness of 
the universe and I just turned and said, “You know, the fact 
that you were born and you’ve been alive 14 years can 
never be erased.  And that you are a part of the universe.  I 
don’t care how big the universe is, you are a part of it.  And 
no one can ever stop that from happening, and no one can 
ever hit the reset button.  My past will never be erased.  
And the fact that I was here, and all those people around 
me were here, and this place was here is very valuable to 
me.  And coming here just reminded me of all of that.  

Paul:  As we were getting ready for your arrival here, I 
shared with Anne Carl Sagan’s reflection on the Pale 
Blue Dot [http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pale_Blue_Dot].  
What do you think?  In words he seemed to be ex-
pressing in non-divine or sort of secular terms.  What 
do you think…?
You can look at how big the universe is and how tiny I am 
and you can say, “How could this ever matter?  How could 
God even notice that I exist?”  Or you can look at how big 
the universe is, how tiny I am, and say, “The fact that God 
does know that I exist tells me just how amazingly big God 
is.”  It’s the same data looked at from two different points of 
view, two different sets of assumptions.  And it’s not a proof.  
By no means it’s a proof.  But it’s a consistency test.  If I 
believe that there’s a God and I look around for evidence, I 
see it all over the place.  That assumption is consistent with 
everything I see.  Now Carl Sagan can be the agnostic, or 
even an atheist, and say, “I assume there’s nothing” and 
that’s all I’ll see. You have to believe it before you can see it.
Anne:  Why do you think that you, out of all other sci-
entists, received the Sagan award?  

I’ve got the gift of gab.  And my great uncles were all in 
vaudeville, and I love being a story teller.  And I love putting 
on a show.  And part of it is being a Jesuit has freed me 
up so that I don’t care what people think.  It’s not going 
to affect my job.  It’s not going to affect whether I get the 
grant.  It’s given me the freedom to share with [others] the 
fun that I have.  And it’s also opened up enormous numbers 
of doors.  I mean to me, being a Jesuit is so much fun that I 
can’t understand why everybody doesn’t want to do it.
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