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It’s easy to join 
our mailing list!

Just send your email address 
by text message . . .

Text:
MANRESA 
to 22828 to get 
started!

(Message and data rates may apply.)

How are we doing?
Comments, suggestions, story ideas? 

The Publications Team would love to hear 
from you!  Please write to us via email at  

asmith@manresa-sj.org  
or use Manresa’s postal address.

Publications team, left to right (back row) are  
Fr. Peter Fennessy, SJ, George Seroka, Steve 
Raymond, Hugh Buchanan and (front row) 
Anne Smith, Paul Seibold and Grace Seroka.

The photo on the 
front cover shows 
the monastery at 

Montserrat, taken during 
our pilgrimage to Spain 
and Lourdes last March.  
One of our pilgrims aptly 
captured its magnificence 
when he remarked:

It was to Montserrat where 
St. Ignatius traveled after his 
conversion at Loyola and surrendered 
his dagger, his sword and his very life at 
the feet of Our Lady.  He then donned 
the clothes of a pilgrim and proceeded to 
the cave at Manresa, where he wrote The 
Spiritual Exercises.

In this issue you will read about other 
pilgrimages such as Fr. Bernie Owens’ 
personal journey on page 6, Fr. Daly’s 
article about our pilgrim patron on page 7, an 
account of El Rincón Ignaciano’s pilgrimage 
to St. Louis on page 16 and a story about an 
intern’s pilgrimage on page 17.  

There’s much more inside but we’ll let you 
draw your own “pilgrimage” connections 
as you read the other articles, recalling 
that all of us are on our own pilgrimage 

through life, just as these words from a 
favorite hymn express:

On behalf of the Publications Team 
and all of our contributors, it is a great 
privilege and blessing to offer this 
pilgrim-themed issue of Manresa Matters 
to you.

P.S.  Don’t forget to read our online 
supplement for more photos and details 
about those articles marked with a star:

The Montserrat chapel at Manresa Jesuit Retreat 
House displays a replica of the original statue shown 

here of Our Lady of Montserrat in Spain.

Photo by Joanne and Ron Steinmayer

From the Editor

“The mountain itself was 
God’s cathedral that came 
out of the earth.  It could 
only have been created by 
God.  Man couldn’t do that.”  
                                    ~ Gary Azbell

Check 
us out on 
the web!

We are pilgrims on a journey.
We are trav’lers on the road.
We are here to help each other
Walk the mile and bear the load.

Verse 2 of “The Servant Song”  
(revised version) by Richard Gillard

Manresa Matters is published 
biannually by Manresa Jesuit 
Retreat House, 1390 Quarton Road, 
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304. Please 
contact the Business Manager to 
report duplicate mailings.  For more 
information contact 248.644.4933 or 
office@manresa-sj.org.

mailto:asmith%40manresa-sj.org?subject=To%20Editor%20c/o%20Manresa%20Matters
mailto:office%40manresa-sj.org?subject=To%20Business%20Manager%20c/o%20Manresa%20Matters
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From our Executive Director

I can hardly believe it was a year ago that I arrived at 
Manresa Jesuit Retreat House.  As we begin our fall 
retreats, I will no longer be able to introduce myself as 

the “new” Executive Director.  Once again I wish to thank 
everyone who has welcomed me and assisted me through 
my first year.  I am especially grateful to Hugh Buchanan, 
who has served the Manresa community so well over the 
last seven and a half years.  I miss working with him and 
receiving his wise advice, but I know he will continue to be 
involved in our Mission.  Also I am very glad to welcome 
Steve Raymond, who joined us this summer as our new 
Associate Director.  His knowledge and love of Manresa 
will secure our service to the Mission and help carry us into 
the future. 
Speaking of our future, what a blessing it is to be heading 
into Manresa’s 90th year!  The festivities have just begun 
as our 2015 Gala kicks off a year’s activities to celebrate 
“igniting your spirit since 1926.”  Read more about it on 
page 9 of this newsletter.
In conjunction with our 90-year journey, this issue of 
Manresa Matters highlights the experience of a pilgrimage.  

At times it is difficult to trust and let go of those things 
that give us security and status.  And yet, a pilgrim places 
his life in the hands of God and continues to travel where 

God leads him.  St. Ignatius said, 
“Where do you want to take me, 
Lord?  Following you, my Lord, I 
cannot get lost.” 
Pope Francis exhorts us pilgrims 
in The Joy of the Gospel: “Being 
Church means being God’s people, 
in accordance with the great plan 
of his fatherly love.  This means 
that we are to be God’s leaven in 
the midst of humanity.  It means 
proclaiming and bringing God’s salvation into our world, 
which often goes astray and needs to be encouraged, given 
hope and strengthened on the way.  The Church must 
be a place of mercy freely given, where everyone can feel 
welcomed, loved, forgiven and encouraged to live the good 
life of the Gospel.”
Please pray that Manresa can continue to be an oasis of 
God’s mercy and love for the many pilgrims in our world.  
At Manresa we want to welcome all who desire to renew 
and deepen their relationship with God.  
I hope you will be able to arrange some time for yourself to 
come to Manresa and participate in a conference retreat, a 
day of reflection or one of our Sunday afternoon retreats.  
Let us this fall create space for the Holy Spirit and take 
some time in our ordinary lives to slow down and listen to 
the Spirit’s encouragement to be gentle, kind and forgiving 
in all our relationships with our family, our friends and even 
those we do not consider friends.  
May God bless you throughout this season.

Francis J. Daly, SJ

Born into the Resurrection (January – July 2015)
Come, you who are blessed by my Father. Inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.  [Mt. 25:34]

Name Retreat Group  #
Elizabeth Alent Various 15
Donald Barnes Weisenburger 19
Geraldine Carroll Ladies VII  1
Thomas Coyne (2014) Mass
Frank Darcy Talbot 34
Dennis  (Ned) Darin Office  3
William Dettloff St. Hugo 37
Thomas J. Downey John Reuter 24
Rita Ellis Manresa Ladies VII 19
Thomas F. AA Men  4
Peter Giorio St. Hugh 30

Name Retreat Group  #
Cal Look Office  2
John M. AA Men  1
Gary Mahoney Palm Sunday 32
Thomas McGee Men of Manresa & Leonard Strumm 49
Ken Peterson Holy Week 36
George Pollauf Weisenburger  4
Ben Porter (2014) Serra Club 23
James R. Priore St. Irenaeus 26
John Repka Weisenburger  7
Ciro Taormina (2013) Alhambra 12
Paul M. Veryser Holy Week  8

We are all pilgrims in our life 
of faith, and we are all invited 
to trust and hope more in the 

Lord each day of our lives.
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My Path to Manresa

When I was a kid, I loved going on summer 
vacations in our Chevy station wagon.  We’d 
often drive to a lake with friends in western 

Michigan and relax swimming, playing cards or horseshoes, 
feasting by day and gathering around a campfire by night.  
There was little for us kids to do but have fun.  It was all 
an adventure with the risk and responsibility resting solely 
upon our parents.  Of course, things changed as I grew 
older . . . 

Looking back on the paths and patterns in my life and 
reflecting on the decisions I made about my education, 
vocation and marriage, I don’t recall thinking much about 
the risks or responsibilities of the possible alternative paths.  

After reasonable reflection and a 
level of conviction and passion, I 
decided to teach, join the Peace 
Corps, go to law school, get 
married and form a family, and 
practice law.  These decisions felt 
right.  Whether through naiveté 
or simply a trust that God would 
make things work out (or a bit 
of both), I jumped in and never 
looked back.  I guess that’s the kid 
in me that remains to this day.  

My path to Manresa started 
almost 15 years ago with daily 
Mass, followed by making retreats, 

experiencing the Ignatian Spiritual Exercises with Fr. 
Bernie Owens, and attending classes about John of the 
Cross, Teresa of Ávila and others.  My hunger for the faith 
grew from a sense that I was becoming an unpleasant, 
unhappy person.  It was daily Mass that changed my 
attitude.   It was Manresa and the Spiritual Exercises that 
guided me into a personal relationship with Christ – a 
relationship I’d never felt before and had previously thought 
odd when others spoke about it.  All was pure gift . . . 

My fortune to have been selected a few months ago as 
Manresa’s Associate Director has presented me with risk 
and responsibility yet again, and trusting in God I humbly 
embrace this new direction in my life.  May we all grow 
together in grace as we follow the Ignatian path to holiness.

Retirement Reflection 

I retired from Ford in 2007 and felt worn and spent for 
quite a long period.  I undertook a few small projects, 
one of them writing my own reflections on the Sunday 

readings.  I really did not have more of a plan.  I received 
a call in November from Fr. Walt Farrell, SJ inquiring 
if I would be interested in helping Manresa:  “We need 
someone for the Associate Director.  Fr. Serrick thinks you 
can do it.”  It didn’t take long for me to decide it would be 
good.  I began on January 1, 2008.

There was much to do when I 
arrived.  There were certainly 
some things learned through my 
experience at Ford I could bring to 
finance, maintenance and leadership 
principles.  But largely I found 
a community of people on the 
staff and among the volunteers, 
benefactors and many retreatants 
who helped me with their stories of 
salvation, meeting God in the nooks 
and crannies of Manresa.  

My sense of mission was driven 
by my association with everyone 
I encountered because I saw God 
at work right in front of me.  I 
felt as Hilaire Belloc must have 
felt when he wrote in The Path 
to Rome, “Nothing can take from 
the sources of rivers their character . . . and repose.  Here 
what are afterwards to become the influences of the plains 
are nurtured and tended as though in an orchard . . .”  I 
thought, “That is exactly what Manresa is.”

Our source is Jesus, and like the beautiful little stream that 
winds through Manresa, He refreshes us so that afterwards 
we can be “influences of the plains.”

My own pilgrimage of the last 7½ years is one of blessing 
that is nothing but gift.  Belloc arrived at Rome and 
promptly turned around, not even entering the city.  It 
was the journey, the pilgrimage that was of meaning.  The 
destination will always be there, but it is the journey that 
shapes us.  I move on now, changed by the experience of 
God in my life through all of you.  Thank you.

On July 1, 2015, Hugh Buchanan (left) 
 passed the Associate Director baton on  

to Steve Raymond.

The destination will 
always be there, but it is the 

journey that shapes us.

It was daily Mass 
that changed 
my attitude.



Page 5

Sustainability Firmly Grounded

The Labyrinth at Manresa, one of the additional 
“sacred spaces” included in the Sustainability 
Campaign plan, has been completed.  The design 

is based on the famous 11-circuit path of the labyrinth at 
Chartres Cathedral in France, although ours is more than 
double in size.  The 62’ diameter prayer path, in and out, 
is 1200’ long.  
The actual experience of retreatants and others walking 
this circuitous path has produced a wide variety of 
blessings.  They tell stories of feeling release from stress, 
solace amid sorrow, calming of fears, resolution of 
problems, inner healing, deeper self-knowledge, clarity of 
mind, empowering of greater creativity, etc.
Fr. Fran Daly, SJ blessed the labyrinth after the 8:00 AM 
Mass on July 20.  The prayer began: 

For a downloadable brochure on how to pray the 
labyrinth visit: http://manresa-sj.org/bro_Labyrinth.pdf.

~ by Rita Tinetti 

See the E-supplement for photos from the blessing ser-
vice and ways to pray with The Labyrinth at Manresa

“God is the beginning and the 
end of life’s pilgrimage.  Let us 
call on Him with confidence as  

together we pray:  
Lord, be the companion  

of our journey.”

Br. Guy Returns

Cosmic pilgrim Br. Guy Consolmagno, SJ visited 
Manresa last autumn.  He kindly gave an interview 
that appeared in the spring Matters E-Supplement 

regarding faith and science.  On September 18, Br. Guy 
was appointed director of the Vatican Observatory by 
Pope Francis.   As part of its 90th Anniversary celebration, 
Manresa coordinated with the Cranbrook Institute of 
Science in Bloomfield Hills for Br. Guy to speak there on 
November 18, 2015 at 7:00 PM.  Tickets for “Astronomy, 
God and the Search for Elegance” cost $35 and are 
available at www.manresa-sj.org.

~ by Paul Seibold

Gala Kicks Off 90th

(from left to right) Executive Director Fr. Fran Daly watches 
current Board Chair Peter Kreher and former Chairs Phyllis 
Look and Frank Migliazzo wield the scissors at Gala 2015 
to make way for Manresa’s 90th year, culminating with Gala 
2016.  See page 9 for details.

Handel’s 
Messiah 

Jazz-Gospel Version
Join Manresa 

 at the  
Michigan Opera Theater
Friday, Dec. 11, 2015

9:00 AM Brunch  
in the Cadillac Café & 
11:00 AM Performance 

Rackham Choir (RC) in partnership with the De-
troit Opera House will present its 14th annual 
performance of “Too Hot To Handel.”  Hailed as 
the holiday celebration that is “too hot to miss,” 
this jazz-gospel version of Handel’s classic Mes-
siah has become a tradition for the Motor City, 
combining decidedly Detroit-inspired styles such 
as jazz and gospel while weaving in blues, swing, 
classical and scat. The Opera House pulses with 
music and the true spirit of the holidays as more 
than 80 musicians fill the stage and share a 
soul-stirring experience with the audience.

Tickets are $60* - call Manresa’s front office 
at 248.644.4933.

* Price includes brunch and reserved box seats to the student/
senior dress rehearsal performance.

See the E-supplement for more on the Gala

http://manresa-sj.org/bro_Labyrinth.pdf
http://conta.cc/1NaYBQf
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All That Matters

Our life is not something given to us all at once.  It 
unfolds over time, and if we follow life’s direction 
we discover what is common to all others as well 

as what makes our own journey unique. 
I’ve followed a beautiful path characteristic of many 
Jesuits.  It is the Spiritual Exercises, the meditations 
and contemplations on Jesus that shape the journey of a 
Jesuit, his heart and spirit.  I am 75 now and look back 
with immense gratitude and great wonder on how my life 
has unfolded within the Exercises.  It has brought out 
of my soul very deep and strong desires, tears of longing, 
promises of total gift.  
In 1996 I went to the Land of Jesus for the first time.  It 
greatly changed my prayer and my outlook on life.  I led 
groups there three other times, and in other years I led 

pilgrimages to France, Spain, Mexico and Italy, places 
made important by saints on their own journeys to God. 
It was not the tourist attractions that my thirsting spirit 
sought.  
I’ve traveled enough to these beautiful places for myself.   I 
am now much more drawn to the inner pilgrimage, going 
into the Heart of Christ, Who leads me to the depths 
of Abba Father.  I feel much more drawn to this inner 
journey into God, to know and be lovingly present to 
God’s deepest longings, pains and tears, joys and victories. 
All my journeys were a wonderful preparation for claiming 
some of the same gifts God gave to the marvelous saints 
I met along the way.  This search has lately taken me to 
Kenya, a young nation that has suffered a lot but has an 
exciting, strong church.  I am so blessed to be a part of 
this!  And it is opening me to prayer with greater depth, to 
being more daring and unconditional in offering my whole 
self to Christ, whether it be in a long life or in a sudden 
death.  I know Him well enough to know this is not being 
crazy but rather surrendering to the power of a love that 
is worth living for and dying for, in whatever way gives 
greatest glory to God. All that matters is that God be 
known, loved and glorified.  Given that Jesus loved each of 
us this much, how can I, or you, do anything less?

~ by Fr. Bernie Owens, SJ

For 19 years, Fr. Owens served 
at Manresa as a retreat guide 
and director of the Internship 
in Ignatian Spirituality.  Currently 
missioned to Kenya, he visited 
Manresa this spring, among other 
things to promote his new book 
(see p. 17).

We are All Pilgrims

I don’t think anybody would be surprised to find, 
deep within, a lonely traveler who at some point 
has lost the way, instead meeting with confusion 

and disappointment and disenchantment.  For me this 
common life experience shows us all to be pilgrims seeking 
guidance and direction back to where God wants us to be.  
Pilgrims are not self-guided, wandering without 
destination.  They know that their steps trace the many 
others from a long time ago on the same journey.  Fed and 
led by the wisdom of their predecessors, pilgrims direct 
themselves toward those well-chosen places, embedded in 
history, which call one to an inner transformation.
This is where we find the key to a pilgrimage: pilgrims 
explore not only outwardly, but more especially inwardly.  

Pilgrims know that the true course 
for any traveler is the interior one.  
It is in the silence, in the interior 
moments, in the prayer, in the 
meditation, where pilgrims look 
inward to discover little by little their 
own path.

 ~  by an Anonymous Pilgrim
Fr. Leo Cachat, SJ, in the Chapel of Conversion 
at Loyola where he presided over Mass for the 
Manresan pilgrims last March.  See page 7 for 
details on the next pilgrimage he is leading.

See the E-supplement for more comments 
and photos from the pilgrimage

As a member 
of Manresa’s 
community 
you may have 
a desire to 
help Manresa 
continue 
its Mission 
but are not 
quite sure 

how.  Planned gifts are a wonderful way to ensure 
Manresa’s future financial viability.  You need 
not neglect your family when making a gift to a 
charitable organization.  Nor do you need to be 
wealthy or sacrifice your lifestyle.  
You can keep your assets and actually earn 
additional income with a properly structured gift.  
Your gift will benefit Manresa, but your true legacy 
will be the lessons your loved ones learn about your 
values and priorities as embodied in Manresa’s 
aspiration to be “A Fire that Kindles Other Fires.”  
Please let us know your intentions regarding planned 
giving.  We would like to honor those of you who 
have already made arrangements for a planned gift 
to Manresa and help those who would like to but 
haven’t yet.  Contact Rita Tinetti at 248.644.4933 or 
rtinetti@manresa-sj.org to find out more.

PLANNED GIVING

mailto:rtinetti%40manresa-sj.org?subject=Planned%20Giving%20c/o%20Manresa%20Matters
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Ignatius the Pilgrim 

Toward the end of his life, St. Ignatius of 
Loyola told a fellow Jesuit about the way God 
had dealt with him throughout his life.  After 

listening to Ignatius, Fr. Luis Goncalves de Camara 
composed what came to be known as The Autobiography 
of Ignatius Loyola (also titled A Pilgrim’s Journey, A Pilgrim’s 
Testament and St. Ignatius’ Own Story).  It is significant that 
in this account Ignatius refers to himself as a “pilgrim,” 
and for the remainder of his life he considered himself 
a pilgrim. 
It is usually understood that a pilgrim is one who 
undertakes a journey to a sacred place. However, as 
Fr. Joseph Conwell, SJ points out in Impelling Spirit, a 
pilgrim also may be one who goes into exile, that is, 
leaves behind all that is familiar, or one who imitates 
Jesus as an itinerant preacher of the Good News.  
Ignatius first considered the usual understanding of a 
pilgrim, but in time he embraced all three notions of 
the word. 
Ignatius made a pilgrimage to the Holy Land, stopping 
on his way at the shrine of Our Lady of Montserrat 
where he made a vigil, exchanged his fine clothes 
for the sack-like garment of a pilgrim and placed his 
sword on Mary’s altar.  Abandoning the things that 
had provided him security and status, Ignatius was 
trying to place himself more and more in God’s hands 
and surrender control of his life to God.  Although his 
pilgrimage to the Holy Land had begun as an act of 
penance, after his experience of the Spiritual Exercises at 
Manresa it became an act of love.  Ignatius wanted to 
visit the places made sacred by Jesus.  The pilgrim had 
fallen in love with Christ, Who became his companion.  
He wanted to know and experience everything about 
Jesus’ life.  Ignatius was allowed to remain only  
20 days in the Holy Land.  Although disappointed, he 
was learning to allow himself to be led by God.  
In Eyes to See, Ears to Hear, David Lonsdale writes: 
“The man who arrived back in Spain from Jerusalem 
had changed much, and the great significance that 
the pilgrim image had for Ignatius right through his 
life probably had to do with those changes.  If we 
include the time at Manresa, it was the most formative 
experience of his life, so that for our understanding of 
Ignatius, the pilgrim image is at least as significant as 
that of the would-be romantic hero or the courtier-
soldier.” 
Ignatius’ pilgrimage became an interior journey as well.  
Even though he had a propensity to anxiety, which led 
at times to scrupulosity, he grew in a deep trust that 
God would provide for him and show him the best way 
to serve.  Ignatius journeyed as a pilgrim for 18 years, 

from the time of 
his convalescence 
at Loyola until 
he and his 
companions 
founded the 
Society of Jesus.  
Ignatius spent 
the last part of 
his life in Rome 
missioning his 
“Pilgrim Priests” 
around the world. 
We too, like 
Ignatius, are called 
to walk in the 
Spirit, to allow 
God to lead us in 
His ways.  Mary 
Jo Leddy writes in 
her book, Reweaving 
Religious Life:  “We 
do not stay in this holy place, but if the pilgrimage is 
authentic, we cannot return to the same old place in the 
same old way.” 
Perhaps a weekend retreat might be your pilgrimage 
this year, or a shrine you wish to visit may give you an 
opportunity for a new awakening in the Spirit.  Maybe 
even creating a sacred place in your home for prayer and 
ref1ection is a passing over to a new experience where you 
can listen and explore that longing within you to surrender 
yourself into the hands of the Lord.

~ by Fr. Fran Daly, SJ

This oil painting titled “Ignatius at Manresa” 
by Montserrat Gudiol (1991) depicts him in the 
beggar’s robe of a pilgrim. 

Only $3179 per person from Detroit
(Air/land tour price is $2549 plus $630 government taxes/airline surcharges)

TOUR PRICE INCLUDES:
Roundtrip air from Detroit, $630 govt. taxes/airline surcharges, first class/select hotels, 

most meals, services of a professional tour director, comprehensive sightseeing,  
all hotel service charges, porterage and entrance fees.

Call 248.644.4933 Ext. 10 or email rstevens@manresa-sj.org

mailto:rstevens%40manresa-sj.org?subject=Jubilee%20Pilgrimage%20c/o%20Manresa%20Matters
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Fraternal twins Karen Pick and Sharon Tomkowiak 
were born three minutes apart, the fourth and fifth 
oldest of six children.  Raised in a two-bedroom 

apartment in Detroit, they attended the former St. Phillip 
Neri School for twelve years.  Mom cared for the family at 
home and Dad owned “Bob’s Lunch” near a car factory on 
Jefferson before becoming a baker on a river freighter.  On 
summer weekends the twins enjoyed huge family picnics that 
included aunts and cousins in Chandler Park.
After raising six children (one boy and five girls, like her 
mom), Karen went to work as a spot welder in a factory and 
later cleaned office buildings.  Quitting for medical reasons, 
she attended secretarial school after which she was hired as a 
dental receptionist.  She left that job to care for a sick friend, 
coming to Manresa as a part-time housekeeper in 2004.  
Karen assumed responsibility for the laundry—washing, 
drying, folding and stocking all the room linens and altar 
cloths—ever since Fr. Jim Serrick decided to bring the 
service in-house.  In 2010 Karen assisted in Dining Services 
until 2013 when she was enlisted to help with weekend re-
treats, which she absolutely loves.  “I really do enjoy greeting 
the people that are back every year and the new people that 

are coming in.  Everybody 
is so nice and friendly.” 
Karen supports Manresa’s 
Mission in the way she 
performs her duties.  For 
example, when greeting 
new retreatants Karen 
says, “I try to make them 
feel very welcome and let 
them know how they’re 
going to enjoy the retreat 
and that I know they’ll be 

back!  In my nightly prayers, I pray that they all have a good 
retreat, that it enlightens them . . . that they get what they’re 
coming here for.”  Manresa had an impact on Karen in 
another way.  She recalls an older woman who paid Karen to 

push her wheelchair during a retreat.  “I had been away from 
the Church for almost 30 years,” Karen said, “but after that 
I made a couple of retreats on my own, went to Confession 
and got back into the Church.”  She doesn’t remember the 
woman’s name but will never forget the influence she had on 
her.

In her free time Karen enjoys being with her children, 
twelve grandchildren and three great-grandchildren (ages 
two to twenty-six).  Her hobby of cross-stitching baby 
blankets has certainly come in handy!

Sharon first worked at “Top Hat,” a fast food restau-
rant, and then in a factory, advancing from small 
machine work to wiring robot panels for GM.  When 

the factory closed, she became a housekeeper for Holy 
Cross Hospital before being hired as a packer in another 
factory.  In 1987 she joined Manresa as a part-time house-
keeper, eventually responsible for the second floor until Fr. 
Gene Simon put her in charge of all housekeeping.  In 
2007 Sharon replaced a retired colleague handling data 
entry.  Duties evolved to answering phones, letter writing, 
interfacing with retreatants and “whatever else I’m asked 
to do.”  Sharon enjoys talking to people and occasionally 
filling in for Karen as weekend 
greeter.  “That lets me put a face 
to a name or to a voice over the 
phone.”  
Sharon fulfills Manresa’s  
Mission “by being kind and 
inviting, making people feel  
welcome.”  Like her twin, Sharon 
had not been attending Mass 
when she first started working at 
Manresa.  “Then one day I went 
to Mass here and eventually 
started going to Mass every day at a church near my home.”  
And like Karen, Sharon prays for others.  “If anybody calls 
and says ‘So-and-so is sick, could you put them on the 
prayer list?’  I’ll put their [intention] in the copy room and 
I say a prayer for them.  And then when I go to church on 
Sunday I pray for everybody who’s asked for prayers.”
Sharon met “the love of her life” at age 16 but waited 
to marry after his military tour of duty.  They would be 
celebrating their 48th anniversary had Stanley not passed 
away last year.  Sharon said he couldn’t have treated her any 
better.  “He never would tell me ‘no.’  He might say, ‘I don’t 
agree with that,’ but he’d never say ‘no.’”
Interviewed separately, Sharon said this about Karen: “She’s 
a great mother, and she’ll do anything for anybody.”  And 
Karen said of Sharon: “She’s been like a second mother to 
my kids.  If anybody needs anything she’s always there to 
help them.”  They may not look exactly alike, but when it 
comes to caring about people they are identical.

~ by Anne Smith

If you’ve ever phoned or visited Manresa, chances are you’ve 
connected with either Karen Pick or Sharon Tomkowiak.  
(Karen is on the left and Sharon on the right in all photos.) 

Staff Spotlight: Manresa’s Twins 

The twins (age five) “had to share 
one bike,” a gift from their Aunt 
Anna.  Sharon rode a bike to work 
until age 32 when Karen took her 
to get her driver’s permit.

40th Birthday
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Why We’re Celebrating

Manresa was founded by a “league” of Detroit-
area laymen that purchased the present grounds 
in 1926.  In September of that year, 16 men 

attended a weekend retreat in a house that could hold 23.  
The structure was rebuilt and expanded six times since the 
1935 fire and now can accommodate 78 persons.

We now welcome about 2,600 men and women annually 
for weekend and midweek retreats.  We’ve added retreats 
for youth, an Ignatian internship, women’s programs, 
workshops and a variety of other ministries.  Retreatants 
and interns are bringing the message out to the rest of 
the world.  There is a lot to be thankful for.
We invite you to celebrate the blessing of Manresa’s 90-
year legacy.  See the inset on this page and plan to join us 
for some of the anniversary activities we have planned.

Manresa is planning at least one special activity 
every month leading up to its 90th anniversary at the 
2016 Gala.  Please plan to join us!

•	 September 26, 2015 – Our annual Gala, held at the 
St. Nicholas Event Center in Troy, included a ribbon-
cutting ceremony (see page 5).

•	 October 17, 2015 – Fr. Howard Gray opened 
a series of six Ignatian lectures with “Ignatian 
Spirituality: Finding God in All.”  The remaining 
lectures span from January through May 2016.

•	 November 2, 2015 – A prayer service celebrating 
all of Manresa’s deceased will be followed by 
a presentation on brass rubbings of funerary 
monuments.

•	 November 18, 2015 – Vatican astronomer Br. Guy 
Consolmagno, SJ will speak about “Astronomy, 
God and the Search for Elegance” at the Cranbrook 
Institute of Science (see p. 5).

•	 December 11, 2015 – Brunch will be served before a 
performance of “Too Hot to Handel,” the jazz-gospel 
version of Handel’s Messiah, at the Detroit Opera 
House (see p. 5).

•	 December 13, 2015 – See Manresa’s festive look 
at our Open House, where complimentary hors 
d’oeuvres and refreshments are served, closing with a 
“Carols, Readings and Lights” service in the chapel.

•	 April 23, 2016 – A black-tie Leadership Banquet will 
be held at Oakland Hills Country Club.  Archbishop 
Allen Vigneron will be the guest of honor, Hugh 
Buchanan will receive the Lifetime Achievement 
award and the keynote speaker will be gang interven-
tion expert Fr. Greg Boyle, SJ, author of Tattoos on 
the Heart: The Power of Boundless Compassion.

•	 July 31, 2016 – A community gathering for Mass and 
brunch is planned at Manresa in honor of St. Ignatius’ 
Feast Day.

•	 September 24, 2016 – The 13th annual Gala officially 
marks Manresa’s 90th anniversary!

Watch for information on additional 90th  
anniversary activities in the coming year!

How We’re Celebrating

For opportunities to continue Manresa’s legacy, please email Rita Tinetti at rtinetti@manresa-sj.org.

Manresa’s physical growth 
serves as a metaphor for our 

spiritual growth and outreach 
over the years.

To further celebrate Manresa’s 
history we are offering Mary 
Andrecovich’s book, which 
chronicles our growth since 1926 
through the present, at the reduced 
price of $10 each (including tax) 
throughout the coming year.

FR. GREG BOYLE, SJ 
to speak at   

MANRESA’S 
LEADERSHIP BANQUET 

April 23, 2016 

As executive director of 
Homeboy Industries and an 

acknowledged expert on gangs 
and intervention approaches, 
Fr. Boyle is a nationally renowned speaker.  He 
has given commencement addresses at numerous 
universities and has spoken at conferences for 
teachers, social workers, criminal justice workers 
and others about the importance of adult attention, 

guidance and unconditional 
love in preventing youth from 
joining gangs.  Homeboy 
Industries, now located in 
the heart of downtown Los 
Angeles, is recognized as the 
largest gang intervention and 
re-entry program in the country 
and has become a national 
model.  Fr. Boyle is the author of 
Tattoos on the Heart: The Power 
of Boundless Compassion.

http://bit.ly/1N22mGw
http://bit.ly/1L24k8Z
http://manresa-sj.org/bro_151118_Br_Guy.pdf
http://manresa-sj.org/610_OpenHouse.htm
mailto:rtinetti%40manresa-sj.org?subject=Continue%20Manresa%27s%20Legacy%20c/o%20Manresa%20Matters
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St. Ignatius on the Value of Saying “Thank you”

St. Ignatius of Loyola was one of the most prolific 
correspondents of the 16th century.  His letters are 
among the largest collections extant 

of any 16th century figure.  And over 
800 of his letters are about fundraising, 
because Ignatius understood that the 
success of the ministry relied not just on 
spirituality and apostolic labor, but also 
on the generosity of benefactors whose 
gifts enable that work and enabled the 
Society to grow and thrive so quickly in 
his lifetime.
He honored and respected those 
donors, insisting that Jesuits write to 
him regularly so that he in turn could 
share these letters with the Society’s 
supporters: 

Many friends wish to see [your letters] and 
find a great deal of delight in them.  If we 
don’t show them letters we estrange them.

He was punctilious about thanking them and urged other 
Jesuits to do likewise.  In the Constitutions he required 
every Jesuit priest in a college (secondary school) to offer 
Mass each month for the founders and benefactors of the 

college. Today every Jesuit priest must offer Mass each 
month for the benefactors of the Society.  Ignatius said:

Thomas Clancy, SJ, author of Saint 
Ignatius as Fund-Raiser, said that 
Ignatius was a great fund-raiser because 
he showed such sincere gratitude to 
those whose gifts enabled the Jesuits to 
do what they were founded to do, help 
souls.
As Manresa celebrates its 90th 
anniversary, we look back aware that 
those years of service were possible 

only because of the generosity of the many friends of 
Manresa who founded this house, rebuilt it in the midst 
of the Great Depression, and sustained and underwrote 
everything that has been and is being done here now.  
And for all of that and to all of you we join St. Ignatius in 
offering our heartfelt thanks.

~ by Peter Fennessy, SJ

55%

6%

20% 17%
2%

Adopt-a- 
Retreatant

Special Events

Retreats

Other Income

McGrail Fund

St Ignatius Receiving Alms from London 
Merchants by Albert Chevallier-Tayler

. . . the grateful acknowledgement 
of blessings and gifts received is 
loved and esteemed not only on 
earth but in heaven.

Helping Your Fellow Retreatants

God entrusts each of us to invite those we meet daily 
to grow in relationship with Him and each other.  
At Manresa the invitation takes many forms.  

Retreatants often say on their evaluations that they have 
been transformed in the prayerful, peaceful oasis they find 
on our grounds.  For example: 

~ The retreat was one of the greatest experiences of 
my life.  I will cherish it forever.
~ Thank you for how much you helped one person make 
those last few steps this weekend to finding the Lord.
 ~ I am going home a changed person, determined to 
live the gift I have received and share it with others.
~ I am grateful for the time here.  Times are hard.  I 
can’t afford to pay, but you welcome me anyway.

Truly, the Holy Spirit blessed these retreatants bringing 
new insight and joy into their lives.

Many retreatants cannot afford to cover the cost of a retreat.  
For these retreatants a donation to Manresa’s Annual 
Appeal, specifically the Adopt-a-Retreatant fund, enables 
us to continue our 90-year tradition of nourishing the 
spirituality of all who come for retreats regardless of their 
ability to pay.   

Donations received from retreatants once covered 72% of 
our operating revenue.  Now, as you can see by the chart 
below, retreatant donations cover only 55% of the costs.  
Special Events income contributes 2% compared to 9% 
three years ago.  Even with the McGrail Fund filling part of 
the gap, the goal for our Annual Appeal this year has risen 
to $220,000, 40% higher than last year.
You have generously responded to our requests in the past 
and we are confident of your ongoing support.  Please 
remember how much your gift means to our retreatants and  
how your gift affects their lives.  The envelope in the center 
of the hard-copy publication is for your convenience.  or 
click here to donate.  Thank you in advance for your support 
and generosity.

~by Rita Tinetti

http://bit.ly/1LAcpis
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HONORARY AND MEMORIAL GIFTS (January – July 2015)

BLESSED BY OuR DONORS (January – July 2015)
Mary Andrecovich 
Robert Babinski 
Bridget Bearss 
Brian  Carroll 
Robert Check 
Allan and Lile Chisholm 
William and Mary Cohan 
Carlos and Martha Costa 
Roberta Debaldo 
Elizabeth Devereaux 
Gino and Luciana DiClemente 
Thomas Dillon 
Garry Doherty 
Paula Dow 
Steve Eick 

Richard and Judith Evans 
Alfred and Diane Gade 
William and Carol Geary 
William Geary 
Gesu Church 
William Harahan 
Eric Ibarra 
Susan Jacobson 
Dan Kehoe 
Lori Kneisler 
Mala Kothari 
Zouhair and Sahira Koza 
Frances Kristufek 
Joseph Kristufek 
Bruce Larva 

David Lengyel 
Denis and Ellen Lindner 
Michael and Susan Madison 
Manresa AA  
Manresa Jesuit Community 
Maria Marin-DePacheco 
Alda McCook 
Kathleen Mcintosh 
Mary McKeon 
Patricia Merlo 
Thomas Mervak 
Karen Millikin 
Evett Moynihan 
Mutual Of America Foundation 
Chanelle Namou 

Fred Navarre 
Phillip O’Brien 
Ellen K Owens 
Sara Poux 
John and Shirley Rady 
Mark Rider 
Jonathan Rose 
Sue Samona 
Grace Seroka 
Carol Soldan 
Edward Sponseller 
St. Anne Church 
Ann Sullivan 
U of D Jesuit Community  
Michael and Jennifer Xenos

In Honor of Hugh Buchanan
Barbara Niman

In Honor of John Dooley & Cheryl McNally
Allen Wall and Mary Cafferty

In Honor of John and Heather Hendrickson 
16th Wedding Anniversary

Saralou Hendrickson
In Honor of Elizabeth King’s 80th Birthday

Daniel and Vincentia Hepp
In Honor of John Milanovich

Amy Milanovich
In Memory of AB Chettle

Gregory Denlea
In Memory of Donna Chisholm

George and Grace Seroka
In Memory of William Dahlin

Patricia G Dahlin
In Memory of Jane Decker

Gregory Denlea
In Memory of William Dettloff

Ronald and Joanne Steinmayer
In Memory of Thomas Downey

Pollie Rodrique
In Memory of Thomas Foot

Donald and Virginia Bowden
Richard and Ruth Ann Calice

Cathy Chapin
Judy Kebl
Richard Manikowski
Donna McLean
Jim and Diana Lee Moseley
Donna O’Keefe
George and Grace Seroka

In Memory of Mary Joan James
Rosemary Hastings
Joyce Kelly

In Memory of Lisa Klebans
Mary Klebans

In Memory of Richard Kroening
Mary Andrecovich

In Memory of Ronald A Makowski
Mary Alig
Christopher and Helen Arsenault
Janet Brand
Rick and Alicia Conner
Michael Dimefski
Patrick and Barbara McGahan
Mark Seidl
Ambrose and Nadine Sikorski
Bob and Nancy Voyt
Todd and Jennifer Wludyka

In Memory of Delphine O’Brien
Mary Robertoy

In Memory of Ken Peterson
Judith Chauvin
Donald and Nancy Colbert
Detroit Athletic Club (DAC)
John Flintosh
James and Jacqueline Hicks
Anthony and Janet Magdowski
John and Janice Marshall
Michael and Helene Predhomme
Lawrence and Gloria Slimak
Kim and Christine Soley
Dennis and Laura Standhardt
James and Sharon Stone
Theodore and Shirley Worthman
George and Pam Wright

In Memory of Sally Sehn
Joan Gaston
John and Susan Knight

In Memory of John Sennett
Joan Gaston
William and JoAnn Haas
Joanne Meurer

In Memory of Stanley Tomkowiak
Lucia Dubois

In Memory of Daniel Vigna
David Vigna

FULTON 
Real Estate Services

Kathryn Baruch
Petrina Biondo
Jan Brown
Karen Brown
John Cunningham
Gretchen Gonzalez
Sally Janecek
Jody Jennings
Pat Lucier
Elaine Maderal
Alice McIntyre

Claire Michelini
Anne Marie Monette
Paul Seibold
Marie Schimelfening
Kathleen Sherry
Carole Sugrue
Clarence Tabar
Deanna Tabar
Terri Weber 
Sharon Wetherington               

The Master’s Garden Committee

Our thanks to the following sponsors and committee members 
who made The Master’s Garden possible.

Rob and Sue 
Hamill See E-supplement for other volunteers 

who made TMG a great success
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A PROGRAM FOR MEN:
Transitions & Transformation

Even a brief review of our own unique personal 
history reveals certain times and events that 
stand out in our recollection from all other 

experiences.  Times of anguish or joy, sudden moments 
of great import or even lengthy periods of searching 
and wondering recognizably change our directions, 
thoughts, expectations and outlook.  These are defined as 
transformative transitions in our lives.
In the spring of this year a group of men decided to 
meet to explore the transitions in their respective lives 
and share their experiences.  What we discovered was 
an exercise that changed our perspectives on why things 
like transitions are needed, especially in our spiritual 
pilgrimage through this life.  Talking through our 
transitions helped us to see we were on a common path 
leading to a God Who built within us the mechanisms to 
draw us all to Him.
The Transformational Transitions Seminar is designed 
to introduce the concepts and help men understand the 
experience these kinds of changes really mean.  

~ by Hugh Buchanan

  The current seminar began October 8, 2015  
and meets for six Thursdays.  Read Manresa  

Memos  for future sessions.

From our Director of Women’s Programs

Although I have always 
known Manresa as sacred 
ground, these past months 

have taught me that it is also very 
busy ground and how hard every 
single person on staff works to keep 
things running smoothly.
Here are just a few of the programs 
designed especially for women in 
the coming months:

•	 The “Women to Women” prayer group still meets on 
scheduled Monday mornings.  

•	 Additional evenings have been scheduled for the 
“Working Women’s Prayer Group”  (formerly called 
“Women at the Well”) so that all have an opportunity 
to attend.

•	 Save November 11 from 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM for 
a Day of Reflection: “Prepare your Heart for Jesus.”  

It’s never too early to ready our hearts and lives by 
centering on Christ before the busyness of the holiday 
season gets underway. 

•	 There have been numerous requests for “Journal 
Prayer” workshops, and we are pleased to offer these in 
February and March of 2016.

•	 The “Heart & Head Book Club” will read The 
Prodigal God by Timothy Keller beginning in January. 

•	 Manresa Memos and the website will keep you 
informed of the dates for these and other programs 
planned throughout the year.

Thanks to all for your warm welcome and patience 
during my “learning curve.”  I previously worked here 
with Fr. Bernie Owens in the Internship Program, and it 
is an honor and joy to return to a place where the goal of 
everyone is to bring people closer to God.

~ by Denise Anderson

Denise Anderson

IGNATIANISMS: 
“Finding God in All Things”
“Ignatian spirituality is summed up in this phrase.  It invites 
a person to search for and find God in every circumstance 
of life, not just in explicitly religious situations or activities 
such as prayer in church or in private.  It implies that God is 
present everywhere and, though invisible, can be ‘found’ in 
any and all of the creatures which God has made.  They reveal 
at least a little of what their Maker is like—often by arousing 
wonder in those who are able to look with the ‘eyes of faith.’  
After a long day of work, Ignatius used to open the French 
windows in his room, step out onto a little balcony, look up 
at the stars, and be carried out of himself into the greatness of 
God.”                   ~ from Do You Speak Ignatian? by George Traub, SJ

There is a series of children’s books called Where’s 
Waldo?  Each page is a very complicated pen and 
ink drawing of a scene, perhaps at the circus or 

a zoo.  Somewhere in the scene is a small drawing of 
Waldo.  The task is to find him amidst the busyness of 
the drawing.  The assumption is that the author has not 
set the child up for failure—Waldo is really there but 
one must look carefully and expect to find him.  In many 
ways, looking for Waldo is much like looking for God 
in the ordinary events of my life.  I am not being set up 
for failure: God is and has been present in my day.  I am 
invited to trust, to look carefully and to recognize the 
presence of a loving and faithful God. 

~ by Ann Dillon

http://bit.ly/1sqV4le
http://bit.ly/1sqV4le
http://bit.ly/1MlBIpj
http://bit.ly/1NyYsIh
http://bit.ly/1hy1PAS
http://bit.ly/1sqV4le
http://bit.ly/1VLZdlM
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Landscape and Seascape.

In Part I of this article we saw how the reverence of 
Moses could move us to reverence.  Likewise images of 
Mary or others praying can draw us into prayerfulness.  

But paintings do not have to be religious to put us into a 
prayerful mood.
Many people who don’t go to church say they find God in 
nature.  Of course, many people who do go to church also 
find God in nature.  Before the first cities arose, we lived 
so long amid nature as it came from the hand of God that 
we might well feel more at home and closer to God there 
than in our urban sprawl.  And so, a painting of nature 
might also give us a sense of standing in our Creator’s 
presence, blessed with the many good gifts that descend 
upon us, and drawn to lift up our hearts in a response of 
gratitude.
In Kauterskill Falls the trees bend over us like a Gothic 
arch and form for us a cathedral in the woods.  We get a 
glimpse of the heavens at the top center of the painting, 
and as if from there life-giving, cleansing and refreshing 
water cascades down as a precious gift to us.  Resting in 
this place, we grow more sensitive to God’s presence, more 
open to His grace. 
Or the sea may better symbolize for some of us the infinity 
of God or of our own inner depths as it did for Anne 
Morrow Lindbergh in her book Gift from the Sea.  With a 
seascape we can look at the ocean from which all life came 

and almost hear the surf breaking and the gulls crying, and 
by looking and listening we may forget the day’s activity 
and slow down, center, open and finally hear the voice of 
God.

Portraits.

In Part I we spoke of visio divina, which uses a painting 
to illustrate a Gospel story we want to pray about.  
But the details of the story are secondary; they are 

there to help us encounter the person, such as Jesus or 
His mother.  Standing before an image of Christ, like 
one of Rembrandt’s Faces of Jesus, or of His mother, we 
may enter into such an encounter before we even begin 
to meditate on the Gospels.  An icon, like The Vladimir 
Mother of God, which is intended to make present to us the 
one portrayed, may be even better.  Gazing at her face we 
enter into a wordless, prayerful encounter with various 
emotional overtones.  Jesus looks intently at His mother, 
His arm around her neck. The Virgin looks at us, inviting 
us to share her intimate, tender relationship with Jesus.  
But her eyes look also with concern because her Son will 
suffer, concern for us too because He will suffer at our 
hands and because we too are her children.  Archbishop 
Anthony Bloom, looking at such an icon, writes, “Mother, 
I have killed thy Son.  If you forgive me, I can be forgiven.  
If you withhold forgiveness nothing can save me from 
damnation.”

~ by Peter Fennessy, SJ

Praying with Art - Part II

Kauterskill Falls by Sanford R. Gifford, 1871, oil on 
canvas, 14 ¾” x 12 ½”, Detroit Institute of Arts

The Vladimir Mother of God, painted in 
Constantinople about 1130, tempera on panel,  
41” x 27.2”, Tretyakov Gallery, Moscow
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Art Journaling on Retreat

Over the years I’ve learned to use art journaling as 
a form of prayer.  I ask myself a question, such as, 
“What is God’s plan for me at this time in my 

life?”  I sketch or draw what I feel is the response and then 
journal about what I’ve drawn.  I pay attention to colors, 
designs, shapes and any underlying messages.
My art journaling has taken on new meaning at Manresa 
with its beautiful setting of trees, the river, flower gardens, 
abundant wildlife, outdoor shrines and stations of the 

cross.  I let something of 
nature speak to me and 
then I draw/paint it in my 
art journal.  Nature inspires 
the artistic experience that 
leads to prayer, and the art of 
creating and praying become 
one.  After I finish a piece 
I journal about it, asking 
what the painting is saying 
to me overall.  I also show 
the painting to my spiritual 
director and together we 
search for deeper meaning.

During my Manresa retreats the past three 
years, I’ve painted three different types of 
trees.  The one shown here is a European 
black alder that was on the island by the 
bridge leading to the stations of the cross.  
Its roots stretched down into the river and 
it was totally dependent on water for life 
and growth.  I was inspired by the Scripture, 
“Blessed is the one who trusts in the Lord 
. . .  She is like a tree planted beside the 
flowing waters that stretches out its roots to 
the stream . . .” ( Jeremiah 17: 7- 8).  On my 
return the following year I sadly discovered 
that the tree had been removed as an invasive species, so I 
was glad I had preserved the tree in my journal.

I am delighted to share my paintings with you and hope 
they might inspire you to try art journaling as a form 
of prayer.  You don’t have to be an accomplished artist; 
you just express what is in your heart and then journal 
about what it says to you.  May the beauty of nature on 
Manresa’s campus call you to prayer also.

~ by Sister Margaret Platte, RSM 

Sr. Margaret  
Platte has 

been a  
Sister of 
Mercy for 
53 years.

See E-supplement for more artwork

Family Picnic May 30

This year’s seventh annual Family Picnic was 
held indoors due to heavy rains that had 
flooded the property.  Attendees filled the 

Wernert lounge for Mass, followed by hamburgers, 
hot dogs and ice cream served in the dining room.

During Mass, volunteers held a single candle to 
help demonstrate part of Fr. Tom Florek’s homily: 
“This is what it means to be recreated in the image 
of God: men and women—people of different 
walks of life and races—who come together like 
we do today because we recognize the same God 
calls us, sons and daughters, to be one. “

Discovering God in His Garden:  
  Outdoor Reflections
Please join us for these upcoming reflections:

October 7, 2015 – Follow the River

January 20, 2016 – Contemplating Trees of Life

April 22, 2016 (Earth Day) – Spring Awakens the Landscape!

Watercolor of black alder 
by Sr. Margaret Platte, RSM
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“No two trees are alike.  No two days are alike.”  ~Br. Mike O’Grady

See E-supplement for more picnic photos
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Tending the grounds at Manresa is like being given 
a 39-acre palette on which to work, a palette that 
changes by the season, with different soil condi-

tions, different light and shade, temperature, water, habitat 
and wildlife.  My first two years here I mainly spent cutting 
snags out of the river that had choked and silted it up, and 
pulling invasives from along its banks.  As you open up 
what had previously been choked off, you see plants that 
are native and were thriving here that just went dormant 
because they were smothered by the trees that grow meta-
statically and so fast that they outcompete everything.

What has been revealed at Manresa are its islands.  And 
as the river started moving in a more natural fashion, it 
reclaimed its gravel and sand base and the native crawfish 
and all kinds of other freshwater life.  The birds that feed on 
them have come back.  The mink, orioles and wood ducks 
are back.  Marsh marigolds, irises and the woodland phlox 
are back.  

Spiritually one might ask: “What’s getting in the way of my 
relationship with God?”  There are always going to be some 
things that get in the way.  Like the invasive buckthorn or 
honeysuckle or black alder, when you become aware of what 
it is and its impacts, and you have the capacity to move 
that out of the way, then the goodness that’s within will 
manifest itself – maybe in slowing down, in treating others 
differently, acting differently, seeing yourself differently, or 
even just in the way you communicate with the Lord or the 
ways you notice how the Lord is communicating with you. 

I believe all is sacred space, but in a real particular way here 
at Manresa.  Here you can be outside with your questions to 
the Lord or just wait for answers from Him in prayer.  And 
just as this space is tended and cared for, we’re able to see 
how God tends us in our lives and cares for us in the world.  
My hope is that this space will help people see how present 
God is in our world and in their lives, to see that His 

presence is subtle, quiet, gentle, unhurried, easy, welcoming, 
consoling, comforting, peaceful . . .

Stop in.  Park your car.  Stop what you’re doing.  Stop 
where you’re going.  Slow down.  Look.  Look deeply.   
Find a spot that attracts you or for some reason makes 
you just want to stay there or interests you or just makes 
you feel happy.  And then just look deeply.  Ask, “What 
is God showing me here?” or, “Is God speaking to me in 
some way in this?” or, “What questions do I have in this 
quieted, contemplative, meditative space in which I’ve 
placed myself ?”  Just give yourself permission to stop and 
let yourself be surprised.  

I’ve certainly learned, most importantly I’ve experienced, 
that as much as we desire contact with God, God won’t be 
outdone.  His desire is even greater than ours.  So by just 
allowing that to happen we let ourselves be surprised.  And 
that’s where grace comes in.  And that’s where joy follows.

~ by Br. Mike O’Grady  
   as told to Grace Seroka and Anne Smith 

Br. Mike entered the Jesuits in 1995 and joined 
Manresa in 2010, where he maintains the grounds 
and assists with outdoor reflections.  At present he’s 
completing his Ignatian tertianship in Oregon and 
plans to return here in spring 2016.

Tending God’s Outdoors

The Master’s Garden May 31

The spirit of Manresa is that we celebrate 
God’s gift of creation and we discover God 
in the midst of all His wonderful nature.” 

With these words, Executive Director Fr. Fran 
Daly, SJ opened the third annual event called The 
Master’s Garden.  “Just as St. Ignatius of Loyola 
developed the Spiritual Exercises as a specific way 
to listen to God in one’s life,” he continued, “so also 
people come to Manresa to see what God is saying 
to them and listen to how God is leading them . . . ” 

“These are very much sacred grounds.” 

See E-supplement for interview excerpts

2015 The Master’s Garden Composite by George Seroka

“

See E-supplement for more TMG photos
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Travels of El Rincón Ignaciano

The mid-July sun had barely risen as we 13 mem-
bers of El Rincón Ignaciano gathered at Telegraph 
and 12 Mile to begin our “pilgrimage” to Missouri.   

Four exceptional days of formation and friendship awaited 
us at the Ignatian Spirituality Conference on the campus 
of St. Louis University.  Bernardo Pacheco spoke what 
was on all our hearts as we set out:

I’m very excited about the opportunity to be with 
others at this Conference who are also involved in 
Ignatian formation, knowing it will help us expand 
El Rincón’s resources.  I look forward to hearing about 
their projects and dreams and especially about new 
opportunities for young people.  It’s a great chance 
to learn what others are doing worldwide, to get to 
know them and establish a network.

On the first night, we listened in delighted amazement 
as Melissa Musick Nussbaum, preacher for the opening 
service, echoed El Rincón’s own experience of being on a 
pilgrimage:

Much of my life is spent . . . running errands [and] 
the whole point of an errand is speed and utility, 
movement towards a goal . . .  [in which] I neither 
expect nor welcome wonder, because wonder distracts.  
Wonder takes time.  An errand is a journey, but it’s 
very different from that other kind of journey—the 
pilgrimage.  

A pilgrimage is all about wonder.  It’s about an 
encounter with the Holy . . . The language of errands 
is meant to reduce the amount of time and effort we 
have to complete a task, to reach a goal. . . .  But the 
language of pilgrimage—that is the language of song, 
of poetry and of prayer. 

A special highlight for us was that two workshops were 
offered in Spanish: “Sharing the Graces of the Exercises 
with the Hispanics” and 
“Hispanic Immigrants and 
Ignatian Prayer.”  For El 
Rincón member Ramona 
Gonzalez, the presentation 
by Carlos Aedo made a deep 
impression as he invited 
Hispanics to practice silence 
and to strengthen our 
relationship with God face to 
face.  On another evening, the 
master of ceremonies for the 
Conference, Fr. Hung Pham, 
SJ said Mass in Spanish for 
the members of El Rincón 
and twenty other Spanish- 
speaking participants.

We of El Rincón are deeply 
grateful for the opportunity 
to represent Manresa’s Hispanic community at this 
Conference in St. Louis, as well as for all the workshops 
and the Internship in Ignatian Spirituality at Manresa 
that have contributed to our formation.  We would like to 
thank Fr. Bernie Owens, SJ, Fr. Tom Florek, SJ and Ann 
Dillon for their support and spiritual direction and for 
journeying together with our community.

A deeper sense of mission, perspective, commitment and 
belonging was a lasting result of this pilgrimage.  We came 
back renewed in spirit, afire within, determined to rekindle 
other fires.  The journey, the time together, the music, the 
food, the presentations, and the people with whom we 
share the same faith and the same call have given us a 
deeper sense of Ignatian spirituality. 

~ by Carmen Fernandez

El Rincón members at the Conference, from left 
to right, are (standing) Fr. Tom Florek, SJ, Mari 
Cruz Barrera, Maria Charria, Ramona Gonzalez, 
Alejandra Medina, Alejandro Barrera, Karla 
Flores, Clarisa Piecuch, Marcela Solis, (kneeling) 
Bernardo Pacheco, Cecilia Pacheco, Carmen 
Fernandez and (seated) Rocio Barajas.

This sculpture of “The 
Pilgrim” graces St. Louis 
University campus where 
the Ignatian Spirituality 
Conference was held.

El Rincón members enjoyed spending time with 
Associate Director Steve Raymond, Director 
of Women’s Ministry Denise Anderson and 
Executive Director Fr. Fran Daly, SJ (4th, 5th 
and 6th from left), all of whom attended the 
Conference on behalf of Manresa.

See E-supplement to read article in Spanish

With thanks to Sandy Encinas for helping translate from Spanish to English.
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I was drawn to Manresa’s Internship 
in Ignatian Spirituality by an intense, 
burning desire to live my life more fully, 

more intentionally, in a more all-embracing 
response to God.  While it was not entire-
ly evident why or how God would use my 
internship, or where it would take me, it was 
abundantly clear that He was the source of 
this desire, of this longing to give all of my 
life, including everyone and everything in it, 
more completely to Him.
Hence, my journey was both inward and 
outward, one in which God was breathing 
new and deeper life into these two parts, 
these two “lungs,” of my life.  Inwardly, 
He was calling me to grow in knowledge, 
understanding and trust of His living 
presence within and through me, to enter 
more deeply into the intimacy and mystery 
of relationship with Him.  Outwardly, 
He was inviting me to greater awareness 
and unity with Him in the mystery of 
relationship with others.
Still, questions about the invitation “to go 
deeper” remained; but here, too, God’s grace 
proved sufficient.  During the internship 
God slowly revealed more of the specifics 

about the direction I would take following 
its completion.  The fruits of the internship 
in my life are many, but at their core they 
center upon “poverty of spirit” in the truest 
and most meaningful sense of the term, of 
detachment from all persons and things, save 
God. 

In this way, the internship kindled a fire 
within that today burns more like that of 
a tabernacle candle or pilot light, a flame 
that is more enduring and more constant 
in diffusing the darkness, one more capable 
of keeping vigil with God and all persons.  
The internship provided me with the living 
and ministry tools I needed to fulfill my 
vocation, to more fully discern God’s call 
to serve others in sacred listening, both 
formally and informally. 

Today I am serving as a spiritual partner 
or friend to others on the sacred journey 
in one-on-one spiritual direction, as well 
as living a life more fully disposed to being 
present to and for others in the events and 
circumstances of everyday life, including my 
family, workplace, parish and community. 

~ by Michael Curry

Michael Curry gave the 
keynote address during 
the 2014 commissioning 
ceremony for interns who 
successfully completed 
Manresa’s Internship in 
Ignatian Spirituality.  If you 
are interested in entering 
the internship or would like 
more information about it, 
please contact Ann Dillon 
at 248.644.4933 Ext. *813.

Going Deeper

We’ve Been Reading

Fr. Bernie Owens has blessed us 
with his presence in our lives for 
many years.  We were fortunate 

to be able to study Ignatian spirituality 
under his tutelage and thus found that 
his book More Than You Could Ever 
Imagine: On Our Becoming Divine 
spoke to our hearts.  Fr. Bernie is a very 
learned and scholarly man, but that 

is not what impresses you when you are with him; you 
notice instead that he is very intense, always seeking God’s 
presence in his life.  He speaks as much from the heart as 
from the head, reflecting a lifetime of openness to God.  It 
is his holiness that strikes you.
Fr. Bernie’s book compels you to look within yourself, 
to dig deep and to find God calling you into His very 
life.  It works in stages, starting with seemingly very 
straightforward ideas but quickly moving into the depths of 
God’s desire for us.  It is indeed appropriately titled, for it 
does lead us to realize our role in God’s divinity. 
Reading Fr. Bernie’s book is very much like praying 
the Examen [a prayerful reflection of the day taught by 

Ignatius of Loyola].  
Paragraph after 
paragraph opens 
our hearts to the 
desire to know 
Jesus’ love for 
us more.  It is 
an invitation 
not only to be 
open to God’s 
endless love but 
to become love, 
increasingly cultivating humility and peace.  It is not for 
mere reading but rather stimulates us to meditate and pray 
as a spiritual journey.  It invites our spirits to become free.  
The reflection questions at the end of each chapter focus 
on this journey, with each question putting us into God’s 
presence.  More Than You Could Ever Imagine is life-giving 
and can be easily used by individuals, by book clubs or by 
spiritual groups.  It is a must for a spiritual library. 

~ by Mike and Donna Kohn

Mike and Donna Kohn with Fr. Bernie 
Owens on the Sea of Galilee during a 
pilgrimage to the Holy Land in 2006

Ed. note: Fr. Bernie’s book, released in 2015, is available from 
Manresa’s bookstore or online at http://www.litpress.org/
Products/E4946/more-than-you-could-ever-imagine.aspx.

http://bit.ly/1R1psxH
http://bit.ly/1R1psxH
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Manresa Wins Out Over Mall

When Manresa was suggested to me nearly 14 
years ago, I was in the middle of a very stressful 
relationship, and a religious sister suggested 

that a silent retreat might be a good way to listen to what 
God had to say.  The idea of a silent retreat seemed both 
attractive and frightening.
The first time I drove to Manresa, I came in off of I-75 
southbound, past all of the businesses and that very elegant 
looking Somerset Mall.  I thought, “OK.  If the silence 
gets to be too much, there’s this mall only a couple of miles 
away.  I can escape to the mall.”
After that wonderful fish dinner on 
Friday night, amid laughter, sharing 
and smiles, the silence began.  It 
descended as a sort of cloak.  It was 
a bit frightening at first and then, 
rather strange.  I listened to the first talk and then had 
this feeling that time was sort of meaningless.  For this 
weekend, I would not be on clock time; I would be in God’s 
timelessness.  And so, I had a chance to look back and then 
ahead, with God there guiding me.
On that first retreat, I sort of stumbled along, letting the group 
pray aloud when I could not pray, sing when I had no voice 
and heal me when I wasn’t even sure what needed healing.

During each of the many re-
treats since then, I get to look 
back at the loving support 
of family and friends, and to 
consider the endless choices 
ahead, each an opportunity to 
learn and grow, to serve and 
love.  Because of the quiet, I 
get a chance to listen careful-
ly to where I am being called.  
With the help of God and 
others on retreat with me, I 
feel more courageous; I begin to notice that I have unique 

gifts and talents.
The challenge, of course, is to leave 
the retreat and move ahead with 
courage.  Even though it’s pretty 
noisy out here, Manresa retreats 

encourage me to listen to the silence and the small, still 
voice within.  I’ve even found a few places—like in the car 
on the way to work—that allow me to continue to be quiet 
for a little while each day.
Each autumn, the silent Jesuit retreat is now part of my 
routine and my favorite type of retreat.  I encourage 
everyone to give it a try.  Remember—the shopping mall is 
still only a few miles away.              ~ by Arlene A. Schmitzer 

Arlene Schmitzer has 
become a regular fall 
retreatant at Manresa.

The idea of a silent retreat 
seemed both attractive  

and frightening.

What Happens on a Retreat?

When you arrive after 5:00 PM Friday evening, 
you will receive your room assignment and 
retreat schedule. Your retreat begins with 

dinner served at 7:00 PM followed by a brief orientation, 
Eucharist and an opening talk. The rest of the weekend 
includes inspiring talks by your retreat director, optional 
devotional services, Mass and private time.
Quiet is maintained throughout your stay, during which 

you can walk the grounds, meet 
with a spiritual director or spend 
time in a prayerful setting such as 
one of the chapels, the library, the 
grotto, the prayer labyrinth, the 
outside stations, the nature trail 
and more. 
Your room includes a half-bath, 

towels, bedding, soap, etc.  Delicious meals and snacks are 
offered in our dining room until your departure around 
1:00 PM on Sunday.  Conference retreats are open to all 
at no charge and are supported by donations from those 
financially able; the suggested donation is $225 (or $250 
for four days).  Dress comfortably, come with an open 
heart and mind, and be ready for God to touch your heart. 
                                                       ~ by Ruth Ann Stevens

2015—2016 
Concert Series

3:00 PM Sundays

December 6, 2015
A Most Harmonious Season 
Featuring: Madrigal Chorale’s Chamber (all women) 
Ensemble directed by Patrick Kuhl and its Select SATB 
(mixed voice) Ensemble directed by Robert Martin, 
PhD

January 31, 2016 
Wave High, Maroon and White!  
Featuring: The University of Detroit High School 
Chorus & Band with Chris Charboneau & Patty Ward

March 6, 2016
Pianoboe 
Featuring: Pianist Sharon Sweet and oboist Chris 
Wheeler

Tickets are $18 each in advance (click here or call the 
front office at 248.644.4933) or $20 at the door.

http://bit.ly/1NyZGDb
http://bit.ly/1NyZGDb
http://bit.ly/1jizr7B
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Date Group
Oct 30 - Nov 1 Bodde–Schweihofer–St. Clare of Montefalco; 

Our Lady Star of the Sea; St. Francis of 
Assisi, Traverse City (Gaylord Diocese); 
St. Hubert, Mount Clemens; St. Joseph, 
Lake Orion; St. Valerie

Nov 6 - 8 Ascension; Holy Name, Birmingham;  
Immaculate Conception, Ira Township; 
St. Boniface, New Riegel, OH (Toledo 
Diocese); St. Clement, Center Line

Dec 4 - 6 Bayer–Toledo–Defiance
Jan 5 - 7 Professional Men (Midweek)

Jan 8 - 10 Bishop Gallagher K of C; Fatima–St. James; 
Our Lady of Refuge, Orchard Lake; Prince 
of Peace, West Bloomfield; St. Perpetua, 
Waterford; St. Thomas (Chaldean)

Jan 15 - 17 Alhambra; Charles L. Palms, Jr.; Grosse  
Pointe Vicariate; Hengstebeck Group; St. 
Francis de Sales; St. Joan of Arc

Jan 22 - 24 The Budd Company; Divine Child, 
Dearborn; Irmen Group; Kassab; Our Lady  
Queen of Martyrs, Beverly Hills;  
St. Thomas More, Troy

Feb 5 - 7 AA Men

Feb 12 - 14 Notre Dame; Fr. Wernert; Ypsilanti Group

Conference Retreats for Both Men and Women 
Date Group

Dec 11 - 13 Discernment of Spirits (Formation Office)
Jan 29 - 31 Caregivers
Feb 19 - 21 Discernment of God’s Will (Formation Office)

Mar 4 - 6 Inner Healing
Apr 1 - 3 Retreat for Those Who Grieve

Apr 15 - 17 Christian Meditation Retreat
June 3 - 5 Hispanic Retreat

2015—2016 RETREAT SCHEDuLE
Choose any gender-specific retreat date that best fits your schedule—these are not restricted to the groups 
named.  Call 248.644.4933  Ext. 10 or click here to register.

Date Group

Mar 11 - 13 John A. Reuter–St. Anastasia–St. Alan

Mar 18 - 20 Palm Sunday; Traverse City

Mar 24 - 26 Holy Week; St. Regis–St. Owen; Pontiac 
Area First Friday Club

Apr 8 - 10 Grand Rapids–Metamora; Monsignor 
Gordon Council K of C; St. Christopher; 
St. Daniel, Clarkston; St. Gertrude; St. 
Ignatius Loyola, Farmington Hills; St. 
Jude; Wyandotte–Downriver

Apr 22 - 24 Gaylord; Mother of God; Resurrection, 
Canton; Sacred Heart, Auburn Hills; St. 
Irenaeus, Rochester; St. Jospeh, Dexter 
(Lansing Diocese); South Lyon; U of D 
High Alumni

Apr 29 - May 1 Cardinal Mooney K of C; Frances Cabrini 
K of C; Jackson–Lansing Group; John Lau–
Dearborn Sacred Heart; Leo XIII K of C; 
Our Lady of La Salette; St. Cecilia;  
St. Hugo; St. Patrick, White Lake

May 13 - 15 Brother Rice Alumni; Detroit Police & Fire 
Fighters; Men of Manresa; Mt. Pleasant; 
St. Mary Magdalen–St. Conrad; Gesu, 
Detroit

Conference Retreats for Women
Date Group

Nov 13 - 15 Women IX
Nov 27 - 29 AA Women II (Fall)
Jan 12 - 14 Women I (Midweek)
Jan 29 - 31 Al-Anon
Feb 26 - 28 Women II
Mar 20 - 21 Palm Sunday (Overnight)
May 6 - 8 Women V (Mother’s Day)

May 27 - 29 AA Women I (Spring)
June 9 - 12 Women VI (4-Day)

Retreatant Awards (January – July 2015)
Manresa Pin  

(presented on the 15th Retreat)
Jim Biske
Barry Doherty
John Greaves
Longin Kolakowski

Peter Kotula 
John McKay
Gail McKnight
Walter Wolfe

Manresa Crest 
(presented on the 25th Retreat)

Frank Bush
John Hannigan

Conference Retreats for Men

Conference Retreats for Religious
Date Group

June 12 - 18 Sisters’ Six-Day Retreat

http://bit.ly/1jReVe1
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Spain / Lourdes Photos and Pilgrim Comments
Supplementing Manresa Matters Fall/Winter 2015 - page 6 

I still cannot help thinking 
about our trip.  There 
was a quiet reverence 
on the journey as we 
experienced the living 
presence of the deep 
faith of the Spanish 
people.  The saints who 
came from Spain inspire 
us even today from their 
books and journals; they 
teach us what it means 
to take up our cross and 
follow Jesus.
 ~ Deanna Tabar

The cathedrals and liturgies were 
breathtaking.  Words, even pictures, 
cannot capture the true beauty of what 
we experienced.  The group formed a 
community in which everyone looked after 
everyone else, including our guide Javier.  
We prayed, ate and traveled together.  We 
shared our umbrellas, food and anything 
we had.  Most of all we participated in deep 
sacredness.         ~ Denise Anderson
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Spain / Lourdes Pilgrimage  - continued

~ continued on next page

The feeling I 
experienced at the 
Manresa Grotto 
and Montserrat 
Chapel during a 
recent weekend 
retreat was very 
similar to what I had 
experienced visiting 
Lourdes in France 
and following the 
path of St. Ignatius 
in Spain.

~ Walt Meiers

What most touched me was Fr. Leo celebrating 
Mass on the 49th anniversary of his ordination 
in the same room where St. Ignatius had his 
conversion.  It all seems like a dream now.    
            ~ Sheila Murphy

Everything about the trip touched me in different ways.  It was spiritually 
meaningful on many different levels.  The experience is still affecting 
me today.             ~ Gary Azbell
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Spain / Lourdes Pilgrimage - continued

This was our sixth 
pilgrimage with Manresa.  
Each has been a 
learning experience 
and opportunity to 
deepen our faith.  Over 
the years, Scripture 
passages or homilies 
at Mass often bring to 
mind visual recollections 
of past pilgrimage 
experiences.

    ~ Ron and Joanne 
Steinmayer

What most touched me was Fr. Leo feeling the 
presence of his hero Iñigo while saying Mass in 
Loyola castle, going into the water at Lourdes, 
being overwhelmed by Gaudí’s magnificent 
church, a tribute to what mankind is capable of.

 
~ Ed TePas

Continue scrolling or click here to go to Page 1
Click here to go to Original Article

The gift of the pilgrimage is just beginning to 
unfold.                             ~ Virginia Cabanting

http://manresa-sj.org/bro_151103_Deceased.pdf%20
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Blessing The Labyrinth at Manresa (July 20, 2015)
Supplementing Manresa Matters Fall/Winter 2015 - page 5 

Executive Director Fr. Fran Daly, SJ 
blesses the labyrinth.

Morning Mass participants gather by The Labyrinth at Manresa for a brief prayer service led by Fr. Daly.

Experiencing the labyrinth for themselves 
following the blessing are (L to R) Bill Molnar, 

Carol Chisholm and Marie Molnar.

Instrumental to the labyrinth’s completion are (L to R): 
Vanessa Van Eeghen, designer;  

Mary Gresens, friend of Manresa; Fr. Fran Daly, SJ, 
Executive Director; and Dave Nona, project manager.

How to Pray the Labyrinth
There is no right or wrong way to pray the labyrinth, but you may find these 
suggestions fruitful:

• Recall that you are always in God’s presence.  Walk in silence, noticing 
what God may bring to your mind.

• Have a quiet conversation with God as you walk with Him.

• Ask God a question upon entering and keep your mind open for a 
response as you walk.

• Pray for yourself on the way in, experience God’s love in the center and 
pray for others on the way out.

• Recite the Our Father or some other prayer or Scripture verse, 
repeating it as you go along.

• Let go of distractions and worries as you begin.  Reflect on your 
relationship with God in the center.  Give thanks and praise to God for 
all He has done as you return.

Brochures on The Labyrinth at Manresa are available in our lobby.

http://manresa-sj.org/bro_151103_Deceased.pdf%20
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Journaling with Art

Continue scrolling or click here to go to Page 1
Click here to go to Original Article

Supplementing Manresa Matters Fall/Winter 2015 - page 14 

“I painted my second tree at Manresa 
on Trinity Sunday in 2014.  This tree is 
located by the side porch of the retreat 
house.  To me it spoke of the Trinity, with 
its three strong branches coming out of 
one sturdy trunk.  This year I noticed a 
small seedling growing out of one of the 
niches in the tree, which leads to a whole 
other meditation . . . “

“I just completed my third painting this past 
summer.  I’ve been fascinated by the dawn 
redwood trees, with their yellowish light 
green foliage shimmering brightly in the 
sun.  Each tree stands out distinctly from 
the darker green trees nearby, just as God 
sees each of us as a unique person.”

“Sometimes I do a painting 
just for relaxation such as the 
“Leaves of Manresa” shown 
here.  Each tree has its own 
unique style of leaf: God’s 
amazing creation!”

~ Sr. Margaret Platte, RSM

All artwork on this 
page was created 
by Sr. Margaret 
Platte, RSM.

Sister Margaret 
took her first 
watercolor class 
in 1995, but 
didn’t intertwine 
her artwork with 
prayer until about 
five years ago.

Sr. Margaret’s 
article on page 14 
of the Fall/Winter 
2015 issue of 
Manresa Matters 
encourages us 
all to try this 
creative method 
of praying.
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God’s Outdoors - An Interview with Brother Mike

We often see Br. Mike in the distance, scooting around the grounds in his 
golf cart, demolishing some tree with a chain saw or the like.  These vigorous 
actions carried out by that husky, bearded figure leave the uninitiated 
wondering whether he’s as rough-hewn as his surroundings.  But the 
interview, up close and personal, reveals him to be a thoughtful, articulate 
man of great spirituality and depth.  It is more than instructive to discern how  
Br. Mike’s work here fulfills him to the extent that his greatest (earthly) ambition 
is simply to return to it after his tertianship!

The following are excerpts from a conversation with Br. Mike O’Grady by Grace 
Seroka (G) and Anne Smith (A) that took place on June 4, 2015, fittingly under 
Manresa’s outdoor pavilion.

A: How would you like to begin?
What came to mind as we’ve been sitting is how really all 
my life I’ve found it important to be doing something in the 
backyard with my hands, getting dirty.  I’m thinking of back 
in Chicago at our house as a kid putting in lilac bushes 
for my mom and digging this out and putting that in.  And 
even now, 45 years later, when I go back and forth into 
Chicago I’m always bringing something for the garden 
to try something new or we take something out.  So I’m 
always just conscious of – have always been conscious 
of – tended garden space and had been drawn to it.  
When we were kids we would go to an arboretum or the 
botanical center or different places [like] the Lincoln Park 
Conservatory, and so I was always just connected with 
and made sense of it, to growing things, and over time 
that interest has flowered, so to speak, and matured and 
I’ve gotten more and more interested in, ”Now what is this 
thing that I’m looking at?” or ”What is this tree that we’re 
trying to beautify?”

A: Did you go to school for any of that?
No.  It’s been invocational, self-taught.  And really, I’m 
thinking too as a Jesuit, every community I’ve been in 

from the novitiate up 
to here, I’ve gardened.  
There’s always a 
garden somewhere.  
Usually it’s pretty 
raggedy and unkempt 
and sometimes there 
are little mice there, 
but wherever I’ve 
been I’ve always 
taken that on as my 
community house 
job, to be the house 
gardener.  You know, 
here at Manresa it 
feels like the perfect 
community job as a 
Jesuit, as a Brother.

A: I don’t think of 
what you’re doing at 
Manresa so much as 
”gardening.”  To me that goes well beyond gardening 
. . .  How did you learn to care for the grounds?
A lot of study, a lot of reading, a lot of practice, a lot of 
experience, a lot of visits to different places.  I’m kind of 
an autodidact in wanting to learn.  If I have a question that 
comes up about something I’ll research it.  Today I’ll have 
two or three things that when I go home I’ll look them up 
on different databases and such and learn that way.  But 
you make the point that maybe there’s something larger 
than the sense of a garden in this space here, and lately 
I guess the image would be . . .  having been given a 
39-acre palette on which to work, a palette that changes 
by the season, that has different soil conditions, different 
light and shade and temperature and water and habitat 
and wildlife and different uses and it’s such an abundantly 
vibrant setting . . .  

If you take a grounds property like this and look at 
what’s here and you see what’s native and what should 
be thriving here, what’s kind of taken over in the sense 
of an invasive – overwhelmingly invasive –  influence, 
which suppresses a lot of the native trees and plants 
and changes the wildlife profile of animals that are 
around here, that by just cleaning things up a little bit, 
by removing things, removing obnoxious species that 
have taken over, that what I’ve found over these last 20 
seasons . . .  You could say, “Oh, you’ve been here five 
years.”  But I think it’s better to look at something like this 
as seasons, that’s the clock or the calendar.  And over 
seasons you can see as you open up what had previously 
been choked off, you see plants that are native and were 
thriving in here that have just gone dormant because 
they were kind of smothered by these trees that grow 
metastatically and grow so fast that they outcompete 
everything.  The black alder are an example, the 
buckthorn is an example, the honeysuckle . . .  Probably 
the first couple of years here, much of what I was doing 
was just cutting snags out of the river that had choked 
the river up and silted it up, and pulling invasives out from 
along the banks.  

Supplementing Manresa Matters Fall/Winter 2015 - page 15 
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And what’s revealed there are islands.  And as the river 
starts moving in a more natural fashion, it’s reclaimed 
its gravel and sand base and the native crawfish and all 
kinds of other little freshwater clams and such.  They’ve 
all just come right back.  The birds that feed on them have 
come back.  The mink and the different animals that feed 
on them have come back.  And so you really just see a 
whole positive contagion in the sense of . . .  I would call 
it “reclaiming.” It’s nothing really that you do.  The positive 
thing has been removing.  I call it metastatic invasives 
because that’s really what they do, you know, choking 
off marshland.  And so by the seasons’ long process of 
doing that . . .  well now we’ve got our orioles back and 
our wood ducks back; and these are two birds that we 
know that thrived here in this little section here, but they 
just had to move somewhere else because the habitat had 
changed so much for them that it was alien to them.  So in 
some ways it’s just renewing 
. . .

G: I’ve also noted when 
you’re here you look up as 
much as you look across.  
And I know that because 
you’re talking about the 
hawks, the birds . . .   
you’re always looking up.  
I just think that’s a huge 
part of you being here, 
working the land.
Well,  you know, as we’re looking out here now, there’s the 
tree canopy, there’s the river, there’s the meadow across 
the river, there’s the islands, there’s the woodlands, 
there’s our tended area here . . .  And each of them is 
alive with birds and different kinds of trees and . . .  And 
being out here as much as I am that’s just like the cherry 
on the icing of the cake of the day – to see an owl or the 
fawn that’s sitting in the grass on the third island right now 
that was just born and coming across that yesterday while 
I was just tramping around, you know.  And just knowing 
it’s there, and not going around and messing with it or 

trying to take pictures of it or anything, but just, “Okay, one 
of the does had a fawn and the fawn’s sitting there.“  And 
then it becomes part of my ”noticing” list and also ”caring 
for” list.  

Caretaking and tending and stewarding and all that stuff 
is, to me . . .   you don’t beg for a job like this, like I did, 
as a “job.”  You don’t say to guys, “I’ll pay you to let me do 
this work here.”  I guess that’s not a typical conversation, 
because to me this isn’t the typical job.  This is sacred 
space here.  I believe all is sacred space, but in a real 
particular way here.  Our first principle is to help people 
get into closer contact with God.  And here we have this 
39-acre wooded, rivered, very close to home for many of 
us, space in which people that come here find that – being 
outside at Manresa with questions to the Lord or just 
waiting for answers from Him in prayer – that this space 
and the more it’s tended and the better it’s cared for, I 
think, the more we’re able to see how God tends us in our 
lives and cares for us in the world.  So there are parallels 
there.

A: Can you talk now about how you pray with nature?  
Or what is your prayer life like?  Is it predominantly 
just being in nature?
No.  Well . . .  Structured prayer for me is a centering 
prayer that usually takes place in the chapel where I’m 
sitting wordlessly, and just a contemplative breathing in 
the presence of the Lord, often for a half hour or so before 
Liturgy.  That’s what I call structured prayer.  But then I 
come out here and sometimes I’ll just be sitting for an 
hour looking at the shadows as they come through the 
trees, on a partly cloudy day or on a windy day, and I think 
that reverencing and noticing and observing and being 

grateful for that, I think that’s 
another kind of prayer.  And 
I find that happens a lot.  So 
sometimes there are days I 
really just don’t get anything 
done, and that’s all right as 
far as I’m concerned!

A: How would you 
recommend that the 
neophyte, coming to this 
place, and seeing the 

grounds – how would you recommend they go about 
praying in this space?  
I’d keep it extremely simple.  First, just a couple steps:  
Stop.  Stop in.  Park your car.  Get out here.  Stop 
what you’re doing.  Stop where you’re going.  Make 
the conscious choice to slow down.  Stop.  Look.  Look 
deeply.  
Stop here.  Look.  Find a comfortable spot or find a spot 
that attracts you or for some reason makes you just want 
to stay there or interests you or just makes you feel happy.  
And just look there.  And then I think that the deeper 
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element is just looking deeply.  What is God showing me 
here?  Or is God speaking to me in some way in this?  Or 
what questions do I have in this quieted, contemplative, 
meditative space that I’ve put myself into?  Do I have any 
questions for the Lord?  Or is there anything that I want 
to say to the Lord?  Maybe it’s something as simple as, 
“Thanks for letting me pull over and take ten minutes and 
find a quiet spot that’s not a computer screen or a steering 
wheel or some kind of multi-tasking electronic thing . . . ”  
We can get into those currents and it can be very strong 
and hard to pull out of them.  Just like the currents of a 
river.  The currents of busyness will do that.  And so for the 
neophyte I would just say, “Stop.  Slow down.  Stop.  Look.  
Look deeply.”

A: I’m thinking of analogies of nature to human 
spirituality, human existence, and what you were 
saying about opening up, getting rid of the invasive.  
How would you equate that to the spiritual life? 
A fruitful question might be: “What’s getting in the way of 
my relationship with God?”  That’s a primary awareness 
that when you sit with that . . .   The three of us here, each 
of us would have a different answer for that, and different 
habits or attachments.  Yet there’s always going to be 
something, or some things, that get in the way.  I think, 
like the invasive, like a buckthorn or a honeysuckle or a 
black alder, that when you become aware of what it is 
and its impacts, and you have the capacity to move that 
out of the way, it’s my understanding of human nature 
that the goodness that’s in there, that what’s within us, 
those that are seeking closer contact with God, that 
those good elements will in short order start to manifest 
themselves – maybe in a slowing down, maybe in treating 
others differently, or acting differently, or seeing yourself 
differently, or even just in the way that you communicate 
with the Lord or the ways that you notice how the Lord is 
communicating with you. 

A: The other thing I’d like to bring in is the use of the 
senses, which is very Ignatian.  You know, how we 
enter into a Gospel story using all our senses.  I mean, 
look at nature – talk about the smells, and touch, and 
. . .   You mentioned about putting your hand on a tree 
and feeling it swaying in the breeze . . . 
Yeah it was in ’95 or ’96.  We were in the novitiate and 
came up here for a three-day retreat over Christmas and 

there was some talk going on inside, and I’m sure it was 
incredibly, incredibly important . . . but I found myself 
outside walking in the snowstorm.  And it’s blowing.  And 
it’s dark out.  And these white pines, which are right over 
by the bridge there, I just came up to them and put my 
hands on them and could feel the very slight motion being 
transmitted through the branches and from the limbs and 
down into the trunk.  And that sticks with me like it was 
yesterday.  An experience like that here, these things are 
also banked in our memory like seeds.  And it’s good to 
remember them and it’s good to recognize.  That tree was 
trying to tell me something that day.  I still don’t know what 
it was trying to tell me.  I wasn’t specifically asking that, 
but I’m in relationship with this tree now.  Two years ago 
we cleared a maple that was starting to encroach on it.

G: What part of nature are you drawn to the most?  Is it 
the trees or plants or flowers or water or river or . . .  ?
This space illustrates it.  Being a Midwesterner and having 
experienced the four seasons as a little kid, being out in 
all kinds of weather and as a little kid being told (in a good 
way!), ”Go out and play in the woods.”  And feeling at 52 
years old that in some ways I’m still doing that, only as 
being missioned by my provincial and being supported by 
my community to help others do the same: “Go outside 
and play in the woods.”  The fact of four seasons here 
and the change in seasons, that’s special to me.  The fact 
of fresh water, moving water, of the different evergreens 
and deciduous trees that are here, something about the 
Midwest, the variety, is special.  There isn’t a day out here 
that I don’t learn something new about this habitat here.  It 
always gets back to the mission.  It’s God’s mission to the 
people of Detroit, Manresa’s here as part of that mission, 
and something as simple as tending the grounds is a 
support of that.

G: Just like the outdoor meditations, you’ve helped 
people that have come here as a group to be in the 
outdoors.  So as you reflect back on that, what do you 
sense people leave here 
with, that they didn’t 
come with?  
You know, the folks will 
say from the different 
retreats that come 
through here and the 
evaluations that we have, 
for whatever reason, 
people find these grounds 
to be sacred.  How many 
times do we hear people 
say, ”Oh, just driving onto 
the grounds I feel myself 
slowing down.”  My hope 
is real simple: that the grounds, that this space, somehow 
helps people to see how present God is in our world and 
in their lives, and that that presence is . . . subtle . . . quiet 
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. . . gentle . . . unhurried 

. . . easy . . . welcoming . 

. . consoling . . .  And so 
I think if we set up those 
conditions here, both 
inside and outside, I think 
that just facilitates that 
God relationship.

G: So Pope Francis 
is coming forth with 
his encyclical on the 
environment.  How are 
you feeling about that?
Oh, I’m looking forward 
to it.  When I first entered 
the novitiate in ’95 our 

34th General Congregation (that was part of our worldwide 
understanding of what we need to do better and what 
we’re doing well and where we need to change) started 
to bring up issues of ecology and how our communities 
and how our institutions serve as good stewards and that, 
in a kind of a prosaic way that Decree 26 in the General 
Congregation 34* really stood out for me.  And much of 
what we’re doing here is in response to that.  You know, 
20 years later with this encyclical that’s due, I’m looking 
forward to what it says.  There’s going to be challenges to 
it and hopefully there is something that we can, in a real, 
concrete way, say that we’re modeling here in a way that 
can help others to recognize that there’s different changes 
that we can make in our lives or in our life styles or in our 
communities.  And that’s part of our mission.  That’s part 
of our identity as Jesuits, but also as Catholics.  And I 
think Pope Francis, he’s bringing it.

*  Ed. note: The decree can be read at http://www.gonzaga.edu/about/Mission/
docs/GC34Decree26.pdf

A: What would be an example of what you’d like to 
hear from him, or what do you think are going to be 
the key points?
Key points, I’m not too sure.  Boy, what I’d like to hear, 
what would be neat to hear, would be . . . that you needn’t 
go to Nepal or the Amazon Rainforest or these real exotic 
. . .  you know, the Barrier Reefs . . .   to deepen your 
contact with God.  That each of us where we’re placed 
has the capacity, and I think even in some of us more of 
a desire than others, but there’s certainly that desire.  I 
think that God-desire is fostered in a better way when 
we are stewarding the land that sustains us.  You can’t 
help but see soil or air or water in a different way when 
you’re not just consuming it but when you’re also tending 
it and caring for it.  That’s a substantial shift, and I think 
. . .  in this world it’s easy to fall into that kind of, ”We’re 
just consumers of, using soil, using what the farmers do 
and purchasing that, or the water and purchasing that, or 
excursions to exotic places and purchasing that.”  But to 

move away from the kind of understanding of ourselves 
as purely economic creatures or consumers to stewards, 
especially stewards of our – as Grace and I have talked 
about on our retreats – stewards of our watershed, 
stewards of our peninsula, which we happen to be in 
Michigan versus what it’d be in Illinois.  You know, as we 
become stewards we take on agency, we take on maturity, 
we take on responsibility, but we also take on, I think, a 
more complete understanding of our role in the world.  

A: Anything about St. Ignatius, seeing God in all 
things . . . ?  
If there’s anything Ignatian, one of the rules for the 
discernment of spirits that I’m real fond of in Ignatius, it 
kind of has to do with spiritual directors and how you’re 
directing somebody during a retreat, his counsel is, “Don’t 
get between the creature and the Creator.”  As a good 
Jesuit, as a good son of Ignatius, I think my counsel here, 
the counsel that I take, is: This is the Master’s Garden.  
The world is the Master’s Garden.  And in a microcosm 
here, this space is the Master’s Garden.  And so how 
I need to orient myself is to stay out of the way but do 
whatever I can to help the person who comes here to find 
God through the grounds here.

I’ll be going into tertianship in another two months, and 
I’ll be in Oregon for nine months, and basically we redo 

our novitiate as Jesuits.  
And I have no stronger 
desire than to come back 
and continue to just do 
the work that we’re doing 
here, and that’s: Show 
up each day and in a real 
simple fashion, tend, care 
for, nurture, that which 
was meant to thrive here.  
And I trust that as a part 
of this ministry community, 
and that the directors, the 
retreatants, and people 
that come here will find 
their way out here.  

A: Do you have anything that you’d like readers to 
know or a message you’d like to leave with them?
Just let yourself be surprised.  That thing about: ”Stop.  
Look.  Look deeply.”  I think one of the important things 
would be to just give yourself permission to stop.

I’ve certainly learned – and most importantly I’ve 
experienced – that as much as we desire contact with 
God, God won’t be outdone.  His desire is even greater 
than ours.  So by just allowing that to happen we let 
ourselves be surprised.  And that’s where grace comes in.  
And that’s where joy follows.
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<  Due to flooding on the 
property and saturation 
of the grounds by recent 
rains the Picnic was held 
indoors this year.

>  Mass attendees filled the 
Wernert lounge to celebrate 
Holy Trinity Sunday

V Fr. Tom Florek, SJ was 
the principal celebrant.  
Concelebrants were Fr. Peter 
Fennessy, SJ (left) and Fr. 
Fran Daly, SJ (right).

V Musicians were (L to R) Cristina Gonzalez, Marta 
Rodriguez, Karina Ramirez, and Jesus Ramirez.

V Mass attendees introduced 
themselves to one another at 
the beginning of Mass.

<  Lector 
Alejandra 
Barnes 

proclaimed the first reading from 
Deuteronomy: “…the Lord is God in the 
heavens above and on earth below…”

V The Responsorial Psalm 
was led by Karina Ramirez: “Blessed the 
people the Lord has chosen to be His own.”

>  In the second reading 
from Romans, proclaimed 
by lector Rosy Anaya, 
“Paul says this great thing,” 
remarked Fr. Florek: “God is 
like daddy…Dios es Abba, Papi…”   

>  “As sons and 
daughters we’re 
called to be a family 
like Manresa is a 
family.”  Volunteers

demonstrated how fear breaks the family 
apart, just as Jesus’ friends dispersed after 
the Last Supper

V From an empty tomb comes new life.  
Remembering what Jesus did brings the 
body back to life, creating one people as 
the love of Jesus connected the disciples 

into one body through 
His Spirit.”

V  But that isn’t the 
end of the story...  

Our God is not a noun.  Our 
God is a verb.  Nuestro Dios no 
es sustantivo, sino es verbo, es 
acción.  We’re 
called out to 
go back . . .  to 
serve others, 
personas 
llamadas para 
servir a los 
demás.”

>  The Prayers of the Faithful were 
read by Maria Charria who was 

commissioned in 2006 
as a spiritual director in 
Manresa’s Internship in 
Ignatian Spirituality.

< Arturo and Sandy 
Encinas carried up the 
gifts together with their 
children (from L to R) 
Bernardo (10), Rodrigo 
(6) and Natalia (11).  
Sandy also completed 
Manresa’s Internship and 
was commissioned in 2011.
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<  Mass was 
followed by picnic 
fare served in 
Manresa’s dining 
room.

>  Razan Alfaear (left), Rhonda 
Brown (right) and others from the 
Dining Team served up the dogs and 
burgers.

<  Associate Director 
Hugh Buchanan and 
Controller Tom Hurley 
watched as the winning 
raffle tickets were drawn 
by Alejandra Barnes 
and Maria Charria.

The lucky winners of Manresa’s Jesuit Raffle were: 1st 
Prize - Charles Peters of Bluffton, South Carolina; 2nd 
Prize - Group of 5 Friends: Mike Szatkowski of Royal 
Oak, Nate Pietrzak of Clawson, Jimmy Wordsworth of 
Ecorse, Nick Gadzinski of Clinton Twp. and Robert A. 
Babinski of Lake Orion; 3rd Prize - Eugene & Dorothy 
Ignasiak of Grosse Pointe 
Woods.

>  Kristina Gonzalez and 
Teodulo Pedroza came with their 
children Kiara (3), Alondra (8-1/2) 

and 
Joshua 
(7).

<Alejando Duran, Sandra 
Elena Campillo, Alejandro 
Duran and Mariana Duran 
Campillo posed for the camera.

    

Ice cream was generously served by volunteers Bob and 
Lee Kendell and Associate Director Hugh Buchanan.

Picnic - continued
Fr.  F lo rek ’s  remarks  we l l  desc r ibed  ou r  ga the r ing : 
“We come together  in  th is  Ho ly  Tr in i ty  Sunday  to  recognize  tha t  th is  same 
sp i r i t  o f  Jesus  Chr is t  tha t  ca l ls  us  to  be  one  now ca l ls  us  to  ce lebra te  here  a t 
Manresa  our  oneness .   Look  a t  us .    We ’ re  a  wonder fu l  g roup  o f  peop le !”

>
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The Master’s Garden
SOGGY BUT SUCCESSFUL

The day began as beautiful as can be 
for Michigan, but the delightful weather 
was not to last.  Just minutes before 
the last morning speaker wrapped up 
his presentation, the sky blackened 
ominously, the wind began to howl and 
the vendors scrambled to batten down 
their tents in the marketplace.  Our 
guests were cozily ensconced under 
the huge main tent, so they were not 
concerned—until, that is, the lightning flared blindingly, the 
thunder boomed at umpteen decibels directly overhead 
and the announcement rang out “Evacuate! Now!”

Anticipating the sudden change in weather, the 
volunteers, ably led by Jody Jennings, had already 
brought the boxed lunches indoors and launched a 
plan to organize the line of soggy guests.  The crowd, 
dripping but cheerful, found space to eat anywhere and 
everywhere  they could—in the library, the dining room, 
the assembly room and on the hallway floor.  Manresa 
is not designed to feed a crowd of 200 or more, but we 
managed!

Many of our vendors packed up and left even though 
the sun came out shortly after all the excitement died 
down.  Several tents were ankle deep in water due to the 
torrential rains.  The venue for the afternoon schedule was 
moved to the lounge where our guests continued to be 
impressed by the quality of our speakers, Chuck Martin, 
Judy Cornellier, Trevor Johnson and Br. Jerry Smith. 

All in all, the day was deemed a success by the guests 

and volunteers, many of whom promised to be back next 
time and spread the word to their friends.

A special thank-you to Rob and Sue Hamill who donated 
the lunch in memory of their recently-deceased mother, 
Jackie Hamill, Manresa volunteer and 8:00 AM Mass 
attendee.

~by Rita Tinetti

Pat Lucier and Pat Seibold 
showing off their winning 

raffle sales style

Karen Brown guiding a tour of the 
grounds for TMG guests  

new to Manresa

Logistics Chairs (right to left) Deanna 
Tabar and Kathleen Sherry with 

Margaret and William Beauregard, 
who manned the popcorn machine

Volunteer Chairs (left to right) Claire 
Michelini and Terri Weber helping  at 

the volunteer check-in table

More on The Master’s Garden (May 30, 2015)
Supplementing Manresa Matters Fall/Winter 2015 - page 15

Volunteers holding some of the many silent auction 
items available at The Master’s Garden

~ continued on next page



Fall/Winter 2015 Manresa Matters E-Supplement: Page 34 Continue scrolling or click here to go to Page 1
Click here to go to Original TMG Article

Our thanks to the following volunteers who worked hard to make
The Master’s Garden a great day.  Our apologies if  we missed anyone.

Bob Babinski
Bill Beauregard
Margaret Beauregard
Judy Berch
Larry Berch
Judy Berlucchi
Karen Brown

Hugh Buchanan
Michele Burns
Emily Ibrahim
Carol Klosowski 
Peter Kreher
Phyllis Look
Terry Marzec

Kelly Murphy
Joe Olesnavage
Kathy Parker
Bill Pfannes
Lynn Pfannes
Dorothy Pilla
Mary E Renaud

Mary Jane Roraff
Marsha Salley
Pat Seibold
Karen Seitz
Joseph Sierzenga
Kate Sierzenga
Kate Stella

Mary Ann Stella
Susan Streng
Jerry Sugrue
Maureen Sullivan
Pat Tilley
Ann Wiacek
Stephanie Woodbridge

The Master’s Garden - continued

Our speakers this year were (from left to right) Judy Cornellier, Advanced Master Gardener from Telly’s 
Greenhouse, Troy; , Chuck Martin, Horticulturist from The Dow Gardens, Midland; Br. Jerry Smith, Director of 
the Capuchin Soup Kitchen, Detroit; and Trevor Johnson, Farmer from Henry Ford Hospital, West Bloomfield.

      Master shots . . . 

                              . . . around the garden
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Los Viajes del Rincón Ignaciano
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Ya había amanecido.  Eran las 6:30 AM del jueves, 
16 de julio.  Los miembros del Rincón Ignaciano 
nos reunimos en la esquina de Telegraph y 

la milla doce.  Estábamos listos para iniciar nuestra 
“peregrinación” hacia la Conferencia de Espiritualidad 
Ignaciana en la Universidad de St. Louis en Missouri.  
Ahí nos esperaban cuatro días inolvidables de formación 
y de compañerismo.  Asistimos trece miembros del 
Rincón Ignaciano de Manresa, doce laicos y un jesuita.  
Bernardo Pacheco, miembro del Rincón, expresó con 
sus palabras, el sentir de todos nosotros:

Voy muy emocionado, con ánimo y certeza de 
crecer en recursos y con ganas de convivir con 
todos. Voy con ganas de escuchar sobre otros 
proyectos y sueños, escuchar más sobre las 
oportunidades para los jóvenes, ver lo que están 
haciendo diferentes grupos a nivel nacional y 
mundial. Veo la oportunidad de relacionarme y 
hacer una red de contactos.

Fueron cuatro días excepcionales.  La primera noche nos 
sorprendió gratamente que la presentación de Melissa 
Musick Nussbaum, en la oración de apertura, hablara  
precisamente de lo que significa peregrinar:

La mayor parte del tiempo de nuestras vidas, 
la pasamos haciendo “tareas” o “quehaceres”, 
que requieren velocidad, ser útiles y movimiento 
hacia un objetivo.  Los quehaceres no dan la 
bienvenida a la admiración, porque nos quita el 
tiempo.  Un quehacer o una tarea es un camino, 
pero es un camino muy diferente al de una 
“peregrinación” porque una peregrinación lleva 
consigo la admiración, una peregrinación trata de 
encontrarse con lo sagrado.

Los dos: los quehaceres o el peregrinar llevan 
consigo un lenguaje, pero los niveles de lenguaje 
son diferentes.  El lenguaje de los quehaceres 
están orientados a las metas, mientras la 
peregrinación usa el lenguaje de la música, la 
canción, la poesía y la oración”.  Estas palabras 
reflejan la experiencia de nuestra peregrinación.

Nos dio mucho gusto representar a Manresa como 
comunidad hispana.  Dentro de la Conferencia se 
ofrecieron dos talleres en español: “Sharing the 
Graces of the Exercises with the Hispanics” y “Hispanic 
Immigrant and Ignatian Prayer.”  Para Ramona 
González, una de las asistentes y miembro del Rincón, 
la presentación de Carlos Aedo fue muy importante 
ya que invitó a los Hispanos a practicar el silencio para 
fortalecer la relación íntima con Dios frente a frente.  Sin 
duda, en el futuro, nos gustaría escuchar más pláticas 
en español.

La presencia y la oportunidad para establecer nuevas 
relaciones fue un gran momento para el Rincón 
Ignaciano.  Nos sentimos profundamente agradecidos 
por la formación que hemos recibido en los talleres y 
en el Internado de Espiritualidad por parte del Padre 
Bernie Owens, SJ, Padre Tom Florek, SJ y Ann Dillon.  
Gracias por su apoyo, por su dirección espiritual y por 
acompañar más de cerca a nuestra comunidad y a los 
más necesitados. 
Obtuvimos de este peregrinar a la Conferencia un 
profundo sentido de misión y visión, de compromiso y de 
pertenencia a Manresa.  Fue un placer ver y convivir con 
el Padre Fran Daly, Steve Raymond, Denise Anderson 
y Anne Smith.
Regresamos con un espíritu renovado, con un fuego 
encendido decidido a encender otros fuegos. El viaje, la 
convivencia, la música, la comida, los temas, la formación 
ignaciana, el conocer gente nueva con la misma 
espiritualidad, con el mismo llamado, nos ha dado un 
sentido de espiritualidad Ignaciana más profundo.

~ por Carmen Fernandez

Se ofició una misa para el Rincón y otros 
veinte participantes más que hablaban español 
precedida por el Padre Hung Pham, SJ

Continue scrolling or click here to go to Page 1
Click here to go to Original Article

Gracias a Sandy Encinas para ayudar a traducir del Inglés al Español.

http://manresa-sj.org/bro_151103_Deceased.pdf%20


Fall/Winter 2015 Manresa Matters E-Supplement: Page 36

12th Annual Spirit of Manresa Gala 
Sets 90th Celebration in Motion (Sept. 26, 2015)

Pre-Gala Set-up: Hundreds of volunteer hours under the very capable coordination of Sally Janecek went 
into making this year’s event such a tremendous success.  The new format and venue at the St. Nicholas 
Event Center received rave reviews.

Liturgy: Our evening appropriately began with Mass celebrated by Executive Director Fr. Fran Daly, SJ and 
Fr. Peter Fennessy, SJ.  The Liturgy Planning Committee included Paul and Patricia Seibold, Patti Koval 
and Hugh Buchanan.  Former Associate Director Hugh Buchanan led attendees in song, accompanied by 
Patricia Seibold on the piano.  Lectors were Susan Wellman and Anj Rozecki, and intercessions were offered 
by Patti Koval.

Arrivals: Volunteers greeted arrivals at the registration table while Holy Name parishioner Herb Meyer 
provided a melodic background on the piano.  Servers offered hors d’oeuvres and bartenders freely poured 
refreshments, which were donated by friends of Manresa.  

~ continued on next page
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Quotable Quotes from the Gala . . . 

~ continued on next page

From Homily: “With deep gratitude, we remember all our sisters and brothers who have so 
generously contributed over the years to caring for the “little ones” who come to Manresa.  Each 
of you is a partner in our Ignatian ministry . . . Let us celebrate by continuing the Mission of 
Manresa that Jesus has entrusted to us. May we be filled with God’s Spirit and the same zeal and 
confidence that motivated Manresa’s founders.”

After Communion: “Without your prayers and support over the years, we would not be celebrating 
this evening.  When St. Ignatius made his ten-month retreat at Manresa, Spain he depended on 
the faith-filled women and men to care for his everyday needs. We still depend on your friendship 
and generous gifts to sustain our Mission of sharing the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius.”

Ribbon Cutting: “As we cut this ribbon, may God grant us his Spirit and energy to continue this 
Mission given to us by those who appreciated the time and space to deepen their union with God. 
May we celebrate our future with zeal and dedicate ourselves as companions of Jesus to labor 
with him in fostering the Spirit of Manresa for the next 90 years.”

Keynote: “My dad introduced me to Manresa 35 years ago . . .  Manresa did not so much 
change me as it formed me.  Thirty-five years of Jesuit influence . . . of being taught structured 
flexibility . . . of weekends contemplating Jesus and His intentions for me.  And 35 years of 
occasional visits  . . . to send up petitions amidst the hustle and bustle . . . having the silence and 
solitude to hear His response.”

“Where the Lord is, love is, and at Manresa . . . there is only love.  So it is no mystery that where 
He resides; where He walks, there is light and warmth, joy and peace—in a word: love.  And it 
illuminates through everyone and everything around it—a fundamental Ignatian principle.”

“Thousands of people weekly drive by the Quarton and Woodward area.  Most have no idea 
what’s contained in the northwest part of that intersection.  Many, however, know that portion of 
real estate sits in one of the most valuable sections of real estate in the entire United States of 
America.  Tonight assembled here are some of the few of us who understand there is no more 
profitable use for that real estate than its current use.”

Testimony: “I began the Spiritual Exercises at Manresa and I began to get a truer picture of 
who I really am.  It allowed time for healing and to feel the hand of God resting on me.  I began 
to understand the concept of being in a relationship with God, and that it was a two-way street: 
I receive and I give.  I began to understand what ‘God in all things’ means. I was being re-
formed, formed anew.”

“In my life, I had always wanted more of the Divine life but I did not know how to access it. At 
Manresa, through spiritual direction, the Spiritual Exercises and the Internship program, I was 
able to develop and deepen that relationship through God’s grace. I was able to accept God’s 
gracious and total love for me as I am. I can recognize that He is in me and works in and 
through me. It is His peace and presence I can bring to my family and others in my daily life. 
Most of the time, I get it: ‘That is not me but Christ in me Who lives.’”

“And I thank Manresa, this holy place, for the experiences I had and continue to have, for this awakening of my spirit.”

Dedicated Giving: “Manresa has been a place of solace and prayer for 89 years. . .  Central to 
the beginning was the simple Mission of bringing people to a place of retreat.  They all found a safe 
haven where God could reach people.  We are approaching 170,000 retreatants who have travelled 
to the corner of Quarton and Woodward . . . “

“Each Sunday morning, each retreat group hears from someone, ‘We do not want anyone to ignore 
the call to come to retreat because of money.’“

“Dedicated Giving was included in the programs through the years; it was meant to garner support 
to a specific project.  Tonight I’d like to expand it to identify the ‘dedication’ of those who realize 
that the Mission of Manresa is held in the hearts of all those who contribute time, talent and 
treasure because they know God’s work is being done and people are finding Him at Quarton and 
Woodward.  I believe you are all a part of those who think so.”

Fr. Fran Daly, SJ, 
Executive Director

Honorable Daniel 
Patrick O’Brien, 

retreatant

Lois Brinkman, 
commissioned intern

Hugh Buchanan, 
former Associate 

Director
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Gala - continued
Silent Auction and More:  Guests could bid on over 50 themed baskets, sign up for “Too Hot to Handel” or the 
“Martini Party” or purchase a chance to win a basket of spirits with restaurant gift certificates.  The winner of 
the 52-card drawing this year was Ann-Marie Ciceri (pictured in right photo below, at left).  Congratulations! 

The Program: As mistress of ceremonies, Marie Osborne of WJR Radio opened the program with 
announcements and introductions.  Fr. Fran Daly offered the blessing before the dinner by Opus One Catering 
was served.  Keynote speakers were the Honorable Daniel Patrick O’Brien, long-time Manresa retreatant, 
and Lois Brinkman, who was commissioned through Manresa’s Internship in Ignatian Spirituality.  Former 
Associate Director Hugh Buchanan closed with a talk about dedicated giving.

Ribbon Cutting: Board Chair Peter Kreher, former Chairs 
Frank Migliazzo and Phyllis Look, and Fr. Fran Daly, SJ cut a 
ribbon symbolizing the beginning of the 90th year that Manresa 

has been helping men and women grow 
spiritually according to the Ignatian tradition.  

Guests received 
gold foil-wrapped 
chocolate “coins,” 
embossed with 
Manresa’s logo on 
one side and the 90th 
seal on the other.

Dancing:  Couples swayed to the tunes of the Rick Lieder Band while others headed to a very quick checkout 
conducted by Controller Tom Hurley and his helpers Colleen Neaton, Matt Wojnar, Mickey Hurley, TJ 
Hurley and Ron Reece.

Continue scrolling or click here to go to Page 1
Click here to go to Original Article
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Eagle Scout Projects - New Article!
This article is available in this online supplement only.

~ continued on next page

For the seventh year in a row, Brother Michael O’Grady, SJ consulted with Eagle Scout candidates to plan projects 
that would enhance Manresa’s 39 acres.  While the Eagle candidates led the projects and directed their fellow Scouts 
on site, Br. Mike furnished tools and supplies, ensured worksite safety and moved Scouts and materials around in the 
house’s golf cart and tractor.  Our grounds have gained in beauty, stability and guest access from these 2015 projects 
(subjects are named from left to right in all photos):

Darrell (dad) and Beau Credeur inspect freshly-cut 
walkway pieces with Br. Mike and volunteer Bill LePine.

Beau and fellow Scout move  
walkway section onto grounds.

Beau Credeur, son of Darrell and Lou Credeur, Troop 1001, First Presbyterian Birmingham, a graduate of Seaholm 
High School, February 28 and March 7 – fabricated seven sturdy walkway sections that, laid end to end, afford visitors 
entry into our wooded marsh, with spots for contemplation and wildlife viewing.

Scouts carry rocks onto island.
Br. Mike and Mark Rooney  
discuss rock placement on 

upstream end of island.

Mark Rooney, son of C. Brock and Michele Rooney, Troop 1037, St. Hugo of the Hills, Bloomfield Hills, a student 
at U-D High School, May 16 – moved 30 cubic yards of stone to fortify the upstream end of Manresa’s middle island 
against high water volumes during storms. 
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Daniel Chekal with Br. Mike as project starts.
Daniel checks level  
of flowerbed posts.

Eagle Scout Projects - continued

Daniel Chekal, son of Peter and Erin Chekal, Troop 1634, National Shrine of the Little Flower, Royal Oak, a student 
at U-D High School, August 7 and 14 – removed dead hemlock near the cottages, built two elevated flower beds and 
planted ten arbor vitae trees.   (Daniel’s brother Peter oversaw construction of a deer-proof enclosure in 2014.)

Ethan Dimock with Br. Mike. Burning debris in the forest clearing.

Ethan Dimock, son of Timothy and Dalia Dimock, Troop 1005, Christ Church Cranbrook, a student at Brother Rice 
High School, August 8 – established a new trail section in our wooded wetland in the north of our grounds by clearing, 
removing stumps, and carrying and spreading mulch so our visitors can explore this hidden section and appreciate its 
wildlife.

Br. Mike has meanwhile left for his tertianship in Oregon and in his absence, Pete Luyckx of the Maintenance Team 
will coordinate upcoming Eagle projects.

~ by Paul Seibold
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