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so far? One reason is because
of the many new contributors
to these pages of Manresa Matters, such
as those who responded to our photo
invitation. You’ll see some of their
submissions inside, like the one on the
right. Although we couldn’t include each
entry, you can click here to view the other
photos in our online E-supplement. You
will find more articles and other photos in
the E-supplement as well—all superb!

If the striking image on our cover* doesn’t
clearly identify our theme, then the articles
inside will certainly do so:
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“Creation’s silence proclaims God . . .”
Contributed by Monika Dauksts of Grand
Rapids, MI. The photo was taken at
Manresa during her first directed retreat in
June 2016.

Newest staff member Fr. Howard
Gray, SJ uniquely introduces himself,
Ignatian style, on page 3.
Former Associate Director Hugh
Buchanan, landscape design artist
Jeffrey White and sculptor Reni
Stephan provide fascinating details
about the 15th Station on pages 4-5.
Intern John Wagner shares a
gripping story you won’t soon
forget on page 6.

Ann Dillon discloses her interesting
background on page 7.
Claudia Diaz relates the Hispanic
community’s “Happy Encounter” on
page 8.

* Cover of the 15th Station created by
George Seroka and Jeffrey White.

Well, I think you get the picture . . . Just
keep reading. I promise you won’t be
disappointed!
This publication has caused me to ponder
personally how the Emmaus story relates
to my own life. Perhaps it will help you
do the same. Come sit by the Empty
Tomb or by the three statues at the 15th
Station. Employ all your senses as you
imagine yourself in the scene. Speak to
Jesus about it. He’s right next to you on
the road . . .
P.S. Click here for Manresa’s “Gratitude
Report” that was included with this issue.
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Retreat House, 1390 Quarton
Road, Bloomfield Hills, MI
48304. For more information
phone 248.644.4933 or email
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office@
Comments, suggestions, story ideas?
Publications Team, left to right are (back)
Paul Seibold, Steve Raymond, George Seroka,
Hugh Buchanan, and (front) Anne Smith,
Fr. Peter Fennessy, SJ and Grace Seroka.

The Publications Team would
love to hear from you!
Please write to us via email at
asmith@manresa-sj.org
or use Manresa’s postal address.

From Our Executive Director

W

Francis J. Daly, SJ

ith the changing of
seasons from summer
to fall, it is a good time
to reflect quietly with gratitude
on the ways God touched our
lives this past summer. I am
appreciative of the many ways God
has blessed us at Manresa with
retreatants, new interns in spiritual
companionship and a new Jesuit to
assist our ministry.

I am very glad to welcome Fr. Howard Gray, SJ to
Manresa. I have known Fr. Gray since he taught me at
St. Ignatius High School “a few years ago,” and he is a
good friend. He joined us in August, and I hope you will
be able to meet him or renew an old friendship with him.

In May we dedicated and blessed our new Jesuit Garden
in memory of the 72 Jesuits, living and deceased, who have
served at Manresa. The Garden also offers a quiet space to
remember and pray for all our beloved sisters and brothers
named on the trellis and the bricks.
We are blessed with the completion and installation of
three life-size statues of Jesus and the two disciples of

Emmaus at our 15th Station. Behind Jesus’ shoulder can
be seen a replica of the empty tomb, complementing the
theme of the Risen Christ.
The disciples were walking slowly and hopelessly from
Jerusalem to Emmaus when Jesus encountered them on
the way. They did not recognize Jesus until the breaking
of the bread. Jesus revealed His need to suffer so as
to come into His glory. As they listened, their hearts
were set on fire. Filled with new hope, the two disciples
returned hastily to the community in Jerusalem. Our
theme for this issue of Manresa Matters is the Emmaus
story. I think you will enjoy the articles.

The Lucan story of Emmaus offers all of us new hope
and confidence that Jesus journeys with us in our lives.
Sister Joyce Rupp writes in Out of the Ordinary: “In our
journeying, we need a strong conviction about the beauty
and goodness of life, a vision of hope that endures the pain
and struggle, and a thread of love that weaves through all
our dreams.” A weekend retreat or a day of reflection is
a wonderful opportunity to spend some quiet time with
Jesus, Who desires to comfort you and set your heart on
fire. May your fall be blessed with Christ’s presence.

Howard Gray, SJ
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THE 15TH STATION AT MANRESA: The Backstory
Hugh Buchanan retired from Manresa in July 2015 after having
served for 7½ years as Associate Director. He was succeeded by Steve
Raymond, who followed the project to its completion.

figures in bronze.

B

That early morning conversation with Fr. Hyde cascaded
into something only the Holy Spirit could accomplish. It
is unique, for now, to Manresa. Come and spend some
time for yourself and encounter the risen Christ beside you
on your path.
~ by Hugh Buchanan
The Landscape Design Architect

Fr. Greg Hyde, SJ, then Executive Director of Manresa,
suggested it be a place where people seeking God would
not simply “walk by” but would have a place to dwell and
realize Jesus was with them on a mission for the Kingdom.
“I wanted it to be something dynamic, moving with Jesus
and the disciples,” Fr. Greg opined. Then he proposed a
theme: “Meeting Jesus on the Road to Emmaus.” The
effect on me was profound.

I

efore I retired from Manresa, we embarked on a
study for a long-term master plan for the grounds.
That reinvigorated an old idea for a “Resurrection
station”—a 15th stop along the Way of the Cross, where
retreatants and visitors could experience Jesus as an
encounter with the Risen Lord.

I spotted a possible site across the river and up the natural
terrain for a replica of an open tomb. The background of
the rolled stone against the hillside from a perspective of
the 15th Station could help people recognize that Jesus had
left the tomb in the distance. The idea was born, but the
realization was a long way off. We had neither the funds
nor the contacts required to start.
We shared the vision with then Board member Isaac
Hanna, who was captured by the idea and understood the
impact it could have on people searching for God. Isaac
had resources that could help us and invited a talented
landscape design architect, JeffreyWhite, to join the
project. Board member Dave Nona was very interested
in having a place where people could pray for resolution
of the conflict in his homeland of Iraq and turn to see
that Jesus was on a path with them through it all, and
the Berry family found inspiration to honor their loved
ones together with the Boji family. Dave introduced us
to an accomplished artist, Reni Stephan, who impressed
us with his sketches. We later contracted with Fine Arts
Sculpture Centre in Clarkston to cast Reni’s sculpted clay

Founder of Jeffrey White, Inc. & Associates in 1993, Jeff graduated
from Detroit’s College for Creative Studies with a graphic design
commercial artist’s degree majoring in illustration, minoring in art
direction and figure sculpture.

nitially I hesitated about accepting this project because
I was planning to leave the landscape design business.
I also struggled with building Christ’s tomb because of
what God says against graven images (Ex. 20:2-6). Plus, I
did not want to detract from the sanctity of the real tomb.
However, I was inspired by Isaac’s faith and passion for the
project. So after consulting spiritual friends and extensive
prayer, I began designing and selecting materials for the
15th Station, focusing on authentically correct aesthetics. I
believe it was the hand of God guiding me onto the one
path that I did not yet know I needed to travel.

Tomb: In Christ’s era, tombs were carved into the natural
face of exposed bedrock on hillsides. I specifically chose
weathered, dolomitic limestone to replicate the natural stone
of the region where Jesus was buried. I personally hand
carved the hand-stacked stones for the tomb entrance.

Sealing stone: Per Isaac’s request, the tombstone is
modeled after the one at Lourdes: the radial pattern
represents the Resurrection’s burst of energy. Historically,
the radial grooves were a design of function: hand-sized,
allowing two men the leverage to roll the stone into
place—an extravagant option afforded only by the powerful
and wealthy. For durability, I chose limestone, light blue/
gray in color to represent enlightenment, peace and
tranquility. I added a barely perceptible horizon line and
cross to symbolize God’s infinite, never-ending love.

The blessing and dedication of the Empty Tomb took place on June 3, 2016.

Plantings: Every plant species was
selected for a reason: the flowering
dogwoods for the legend about their
cross-shaped, blood-tipped petals—
those behind Jesus are white, clean
and pure, while all others are pink; the
Lenten rose blooms during Easter; the
poppies are reminiscent of those in the
Middle East. The palette is limited
to natural, peaceful and clean colors,
though some blooms and foliage at the
tomb are blood-red in remembrance of
Christ’s sufferings.

(The 15th Station - continued from page 4)

Sitting stones: Just as weary travelers in the Middle East
would sit on rocks and outcroppings, I chose weathered
stones instead of benches to be truer to the Emmaus road.
The garden patio area and other stonework represent the
ruggedness of the desert.
Pathway: I designed this in multiple curves because
our path to God is rarely a straight line, and I wanted to
allow visitors more time for reflection. The loose gravel
and random paving stones represent our struggles—the
roughness of real life.
Lighting: The illumination on Jesus is singular, bright
but reverent, while the two disciples bask in a shared
softer glow.

Emmaus Sculpture Placement: Out of reverence, Isaac
wanted an elevated but approachable platform, so no one
would inadvertently “step on God’s toes.” Jesus walks with
the disciples, naturally engaged in lively conversation. The
empty tomb over Jesus’ right shoulder serves as a reminder.
This project has deepened my faith and brought me much
closer to God. It’s changed who I am and how I interact
with the people around me. It’s brought a lot more peace
to my life, and I try to be much more peaceful in my
interactions.
~ by Jeffrey White (as told to Anne Smith)

Editor’s note: Click here for more details about the 15th Station
in our E-supplement.
The Sculptor

Reni Stephan studied with master professors while attending the
College for Creative Studies and has worked as a professional sculptor
for the past 18 years.

W

hen asked to do this project, my
response was an instant “yes!”
I’ve always loved painting
and drawing religious works, and these
were my first publicly displayed life-sized
bronze statues. It took me almost a year,
and I felt very connected to the pieces the
whole time. Hugh Buchanan suggested
reading the Emmaus story several times,
and that gave me a different vision: ideas,
the position of the sculptures, the look
and everything changed from what I
originally envisioned.
Before each sculpting session, I would
make sure I prayed. That made me feel
comfortable; and when I got up to work,
I was really energized. While sculpting, I
would pray constantly to Jesus to give me
the strength to do better work, to get this
right, at least at my level of experience,
because I was representing Him. I was
here to do this on His behalf, in His name.

The Emmaus garden site before statue placement, looking toward the tomb.

The image of Jesus came directly from my imagination. I
said to myself, “If I draw it first, then I have to work off
of something and it becomes technical.” So I said, “No,
I’m not going to use any drawing or any references. I’m
just going to concentrate on Him and see what happens.”
And that’s the way I did it, until I felt it didn’t need to be
changed any more.

I hope people will experience the feeling that I have from
doing this project: very spiritual, very close to God. And
I hope it will take their imagination far to see what I had
envisioned when I was doing it. That will make me feel
like I accomplished my goal. It makes me feel that Jesus
did answer my prayers. I thank God for giving me the gift
of this assignment.

~ by Reni Stephan (as told to Anne Smith)

Reni Stephan (left) with Jeffrey White on May 25, 2017, the day the statues were installed.

My Personal Emmaus Walk
Tragedy struck at the end of John’s first year of the Internship in Ignatian Spirituality in 2005. It took three
years before he returned to complete the program. After graduating in 2009, John spent several years visiting
homebound elderly persons, helping at a year-round camp for the homeless in Ann Arbor, offering one-on-one
spiritual direction and volunteering as a spiritual director during conference retreats at Manresa. He is now
living with ALS but continues rising to “new life” by helping others rise after losses. John enjoys music, nature,
and family and friends.

O

ne steamy hot summer
night, we received the
dreaded call that every
parent fears. Our youngest
son, Joe, had been stabbed and
was being rushed to the hospital. He’d been at a church
fundraiser festival doing outreach work as a civil rights
activist. When we arrived at the hospital, Joe was already
in surgery. The knife had nicked one of his heart’s
arteries, and a kidney had been removed. We saw him
briefly after the surgery, but his blood pressure dropped
and he was immediately rushed back into the operating
room. After much tearful, anxious waiting we received
the news: Joe had died. He was only 21.
In rereading the Emmaus passage, I looked back to those dark
days and found several common threads woven in our stories.
Suffering and loss are part of our lives.
At first I felt a deep sense of loss, of being alone and
abandoned, much like those Emmaus disciples must have
felt. It was like being tossed into a storm on the ocean at
night and being overwhelmed by waves. I’d pop back up
for a breath of air, only to be overwhelmed again.
God walks with us in our suffering, though we may not
recognize Him.
While God was certainly with me in the family and
friends who listened and offered support, I still felt
abandoned by Him at the time. But God revealed His
presence to me in other surprising ways. One day I was
walking down a wooded path, my head bowed in grief,
tears pouring down my face. Suddenly I looked up to
find an eight-point buck standing less than 50 feet away.
Neither of us moved for several minutes but just stared
into each other’s eyes. Then he turned and walked up the
hill. Instantly my mourning was lifted for that day. This
felt to be a sign that God was with me and knew my
grief. He was looking into my eyes every moment and
cared for me.

several ways: a spiritual director, a therapist, a homicide
support group, the continued support of family and
friends, and more.
Eventually we rise to new life.
Rising to “new life” is a gradual process. With guidance,
care and love I began to see God in more of life’s events,
in having greater patience, greater forgiveness, more
compassion, more love for all things.

Three years after Joe’s death, I was by the Huron River
walking the trail that Joe and I had walked on the very
day he was killed. Speaking to God by the water’s edge
where Joe and I had talked, I asked God, “Well, now that
I’m feeling better, is this the end of You walking with
me?” About 20 seconds later, I saw floating in front of
me a long-stemmed red rose. I was stunned to know that
God was so close and heard my whispered voice. I took it
home to my wife and told her what had happened. I still
have the rose as a reminder of how near and dear God is.

Losses and accompanying grief happen constantly in life.
Though you may feel abandoned, you are not alone. Reach
out. Put pride and ego aside and ask for help. Let God
help to rebuild your life. Feel the new life of rising again!

~ by John Wagner

Editor’s note: Click here for comments from recent graduates of
Manresa’s Internship in Spiritual Companionship program in the
E-supplement.

We must ask for help.
In His agony, Jesus asked His friends to watch and pray
with Him. In their loss, the Emmaus disciples asked Jesus Photo submitted by Denise Waytes of Dexter, MI, taken during her
to stay with them. In my ocean storm of grief I reached
directed retreat in June 2016: “I have experienced the refreshing of my
soul at Manresa.”
out for the help I knew I needed. And that help came in
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STAFF SPOTLIGHT: Ann Dillon

I

’m a Mercy girl!” That is how Ann Dillon first
identifies herself, noting her strong Mercy roots
derived from her Detroit-area education. Ann
attended LaSalette Grade School, which was staffed by
the Sisters of Mercy, and then Mercy High School, after
which she entered the Sisters of Mercy Community. She
received her undergraduate degree from Mercy College
and a Master’s in Education from Marygrove. Ann loved
being a Mercy Sister, but after moving multiple times
within a few years, she realized she needed a home and
stability.

“My God, I am
yours for time and
eternity.”

“

Ann met her husband, Mike, while teaching sixth grade
at LaSalette. They negotiated a trade: he taught her math
classes and she taught his religion classes. It turned out
to be a “match made in heaven.” Together they raised
three boys, who now live with their wives and six children
within ten miles of Ann and Mike. As a stay-at-home
mom, Ann joined the PTA, served on two school boards
and became Mercy Association Director. When she “quit
folding diapers” Ann became proficient in needlework
and founded the “Kindred Spirits Sampler Guild,” which
currently boasts 80 members in the Detroit area. Ann says
her motherhood shaped how she gives spiritual direction:
“My sons taught me about boundaries, whose life is whose
and how to be respectful of adult children.” Vacations for
the last 40 years have been enjoyed at a family home
in Charlevoix, MI first with her sons and now with
their extended families.
Her love of Ignatian spirituality began after she was
accepted into Manresa’s Internship and made the
Spiritual Exercises. Ann soon realized a strong desire
to become “an animator of the charism,” someone
who could give more life to Ignatian spirituality, “not
as a Jesuit but as a lay woman, with all the pieces
and parcels of my life.” She joined Manresa’s staff
in 2005 and currently co-directs the Internship
in Spiritual Companionship and the seminar in
Ignatian Spirituality with Fr. Steve Hurd, SJ. Ann is
responsible for spiritual director formation and enjoys
developing specialized programs for Manresa and
guiding others in the Exercises.
Ann describes Mercy spirituality as “compassion
and standing with and serving the poor, sick and
uneducated.” In Ignatian spirituality she finds
“the gift of the Incarnational God, recognizing the
suffering Jesus—God with, here and now, not outthere distant.” She notes that both charisms require
prayer, reflection and action. Ann’s favorite quote
by St. Ignatius is from his Suscipe: “Give me only
your love and your grace. That is enough.” Similarly,
Mercy foundress Catherine McAuley prayed:

Ann’s spirituality
began one evening
at the age of 10 or
12 when she was
up in the hay loft
on the family farm:
“I saw a sunset
and I just knew
Ann describes her spirituality as a mix of
without a doubt
Mercy, Ignatian and motherhood. Here she
that there was a
is pictured in her office at Manresa next to
God—not only
two of her many handmade samplers.
God, but a personal
God, and I was connected to that God.” Building on
that foundation as a Mercy Sister, wife and mother,
her role at Manresa continues to shape her spiritually:
“Accompanying others requires that I have my own deep
connection and relationship with God. There’s no way
around that. I must pray. I must continue to study and
ponder and reflect, or I can’t teach others in the Internship
or Exercises. I need to be authentic. What I do feeds my
soul. Hopefully my soul feeds this place.”
~ by Grace Seroka and Anne Smith

The reprint permission
granted to Manresa Jesuit
Retreat House for the
referenced Emmaus photo by
Janet Brooks Gerloff expired
in April 2018.

Ann’s favorite Emmaus image sits on the table in her office where she gives
spiritual direction. “I love the fact that Jesus’ figure is transparent and you
can’t tell if the disciples are male or female. That’s a lot of what direction is . . .
helping people see, sense, know the presence of God when God’s not so obvious.”
The original painting, by Janet Brooks Gerloff (1947-2008), resides in
Kornelimünster Abbey in Aachen, Germany. Click here for more about the
painting in the E-supplement.
[Reprint permission granted to Manresa Jesuit Retreat House. CREDIT: © 2017 Artists

Rights Society (ARS), New York / VG Bild-Kunst, Bonn 1. NOTE: Reproduction, including
downloading of ARS licensed works is prohibited by copyright laws and international conventions
without the express written permission of Artists Rights Society (ARS), New York.]
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A Happy Encounter
“As they talked and discussed these things with each other, Jesus
himself came up and walked along with them.” (Luke 24:15)

J

esus came closer and walked alongside the Hispanic
community during the June retreat of El Rincón
Ignaciano. Jesus, the Master of empathy, encountered
a whole community full of hope yet who were at the same
time worried about various situations occurring in their
daily lives. Jesus approached and walked by their side in
the silence of the retreat. Remarkably, Jesus asked them:
“What are you worried about?”

We know Jesus was present during the retreat and heard
the Hispanic community, a group of people that was
attentive and eager to share in the silence of prayer their
fears, pain, sadness and anger, as well as their gratitude for
the life God has given them.

Un Feliz Encuentro
“Mientras hablaban y se hacían preguntas, Jesús en persona se acercó y
se puso a caminar con ellos.” (Lc. 24, 15)

J

esús se acerca y se pone a caminar con la comunidad
hispana el retiro de junio del “El Rincón Ignaciano.”
Jesús, el maestro de la empatía, viene al encuentro de
toda una comunidad llena de esperanza y al mismo tiempo
preocupada por diversas situaciones que ocurren en la
vida diaria. Jesús se acerca y camina con todos ellos en el
silencio del retiro. Sorpresivamente, Jesús les pregunta:
“¿Qué les preocupa?”
The Hispanic community knew that in Jesus they could
come to terms and understand the sad events that have
afflicted them and hurt their lives in recent times, causing
them immense anxiety. They even felt their hearts burning
when they prayed in silence, and they experienced the
peace of the Spirit on many occasions while walking
through Manresa’s gardens.

The goal of all the teachings of El Rincón Ignaciano is, like
that of the Church, to bring to others the same experience
as the disciples of Emmaus: to discover the Resurrected
Jesus.
~ by Claudia Diaz

Durante el retiro, sabemos que Jesús estuvo presente
y escuchó a la comunidad hispana, comunidad atenta
y deseosa de compartir en el silencio de la oración sus
miedos, dolor, tristeza, enojo, así como también su
agradecimiento por la vida que Dios les da.

Ellos, la comunidad hispana, sabían que en Jesús podían
aclarar y entender el sentido de los tristes acontecimientos
vividos de estos tiempos y que dañan sus vidas en un
intenso estrés. Incluso, sintieron que sus corazones ardían
cuando oraban en silencio, sintieron la paz del espíritu en
diversas ocasiones mientras caminaban en los jardines de
Manresa.

La meta de toda enseñanza del “El Rincón Ignaciano”
durante el retiro fue y es al igual que la de la Iglesia, la de
llevar a la gente a la misma experiencia de los discípulos de
Emaús: descubrir a Jesús resucitado.

~ por Claudia Diaz
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The Supper at Emmaus

A

rtists have portrayed the story of the Lord’s
appearance at Emmaus (Luke 24:13-35) either
on the road when Christ meets two disciples and
reveals to them His presence in the Scriptures or later
at table when they recognize Him in the breaking of
bread. And the disciples are pictured either traditionally
as Cleopas and another man or more recently as Cleopas
and his wife. Manresa’s 15th Station begins the story with
a married couple on the
road; Rembrandt’s The
Supper at Emmaus (1648)
tells the rest of the story
with two men at table.
At the right of this
painting is a tomb-like
opening through which
the figures have entered
the room. From the left,
daylight streams through
a window to illumine
Christ and the rest of
the scene. Daylight is
Rembrandt’s symbol
for God’s own light—
light from the heavens
to which Christ will
ascend and the light of
revelation and of spiritual
vision. Here it is more
symbolic than real, since
the sun is higher and the
light brighter than could
be expected as evening
falls.

Christ himself sits on a wide seat curved like the apse and
nobler than the disciples’ chairs. His rose-colored tunic
emerges from under his gray cloak like a new dawn from a
dark night. His face is reminiscent of the Detroit Institute
of Arts’ distinctively Jewish Head of Christ attributed to
Rembrandt. He breaks Jewish challah bread, the gesture
that opens the disciples’ eyes. His head inclines gently
to His right. His eyes look upward and inward. He is
not impassive like the
Christ of the earlier
European tradition,
but gentle and calm,
sensitive and mild,
even vulnerable. And
at this very moment
the mortal man at table
is being revealed as the
Risen Lord who has
passed beyond death
and whose tender
divine presence fills
both the room and our
lives.

In all Rembrandt’s
images of this moment
the disciple on the
left reacts reverently,
folding his hands in
prayer; the other reacts
with wonder and
awe. In Rembrandt’s
dramatic 1629 painting
Rembrandt’s The Supper at Emmaus (1648), oil on mahogany panel,
Cleopas’ eyes bulge as
26 3/4 × 25 9/16 inches, Musée du Louvre, Paris.
he lurches back almost
overturning the table;
And it happened that, while he was
the other disciple knocks over his chair and falls to the
with them at table, he took bread,
ground. Nineteen years later Rembrandt renders their
reactions more subtle and understated, the revelation
said the blessing, broke it, and gave
realized with far less outward show.
it to them. (Luke 24:30)

A high apse forms a huge halo that focuses our eyes on
Christ and enhances the holiness revealed by the radiance
around His head. The apse is oddly out of place in an inn
or private home. It belongs in a basilica and so it evokes
an ecclesial setting, making the table before it an altar and
the meal reminiscent of Eucharist. Despite the negative
attitude toward the Eucharist prevailing in Holland at the
time, any Christian hearing that Christ took bread and
blessed and broke it would recall the Last Supper. And
the composition seems inspired by da Vinci’s Last Supper, of
which Rembrandt made a drawing 13 years earlier.

A servant carries a lamb’s head on a platter—an allusion
to the Old Testament sacrifices that the Eucharist now
replaces. He is as yet unaware of what is happening,
but he is significant: he stands in our stead. Rembrandt
invites us to put ourselves into the scene, into his shoes,
just as Ignatius bids us enter into our imaginative Gospel
contemplations. We must ask ourselves what our reactions
are and whether we too see and believe. Are our eyes open
to see Christ in Scripture, in the stranger on the road, in
the guest in our home, or in the breaking of the bread?

~by Peter Fennessy, SJ
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“With Love, God”
“This beautiful tree
reminded me of God’s
eternal love for all.”
Submitted by Lindia Lentz
of Midland, Michigan.
This photo was taken
toward the end of a silent
retreat in August of 2014.

IGNATIANISMS: The Weeks

W

hat do Jesuits mean when they say someone
is in a certain numbered week? The Spiritual
Exercises of St. Ignatius consists of 30 days
divided into four “weeks” or four movements. Jesuits
make the full month-long retreat twice during their life in
the Society. Weekend preached retreats and individually
directed retreats are two adaptations of the Spiritual
Exercises.

The “First Week” considers sin and forgiveness; the “Second
Week” is about the Life of Christ; the “Third Week”
concerns the Passion; and the “Fourth Week” focuses on the
Resurrection.
In each of the four movements St. Ignatius directs us to
pray for a special grace. The grace for which we pray in the
fourth movement is to enter into the joy and consolation
of Jesus as He savors the victory of His risen life. The first
contemplation in this final movement is the risen Jesus
visiting Mary. Although there is no Scripture account
to guide our imagination, we can easily appreciate the
excitement of Jesus in wanting to share the joy of His
Resurrection with His mother, who had stood by Him
throughout His public ministry as well as His Passion and
death. While in the Passion Jesus seemed to hide His
divinity, in the Resurrection He reveals it.
After Jesus visited with His mother and missioned her
to care for His followers, He appeared multiple times to
His disciples in various places, one of which was the road
to Emmaus (as highlighted throughout this issue). In all
the Easter apparitions, Jesus came to console and comfort
His friends and commission them to continue His work of
peace and reconciliation.

As we pray the mystery of the Resurrection, Jesus
accompanies us on our life journey. He encourages and
strengthens us to live our life in a true Christian optimism.
This Easter joy is a year-round source of enthusiasm, energy
and courage as we participate in Jesus’ mission of bringing
about the Reign of God.

~ by Francis J. Daly, SJ
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Hosted by

FR. LEO CACHAT, SJ

Walk where Jesus walked... Cruise the Sea of Galilee... Visit Nazareth...
Climb the Mt. of Olives & view the Old City of Jerusalem...
Walk the Via Dolorosa to the Church of the Holy Sepulchre...
Visit Bethlehem’s Church of the Nativity.

$3499 from
DETROIT
(Air/land tour price is
$2849 plus $650 gov’t
taxes/airline surcharges.)

For a detailed brochure, please contact Ruth Ann Stevens at
248.644.4933 Ext. 10 or email rstevens@manresa-sj.org.

Road to Emmaus
While walking the nature trail near my home,
I thought of the two disciples
walking to Emmaus in keen disappointment.
They had believed in Jesus, but He was killed like a common criminal.
We each have a story of someone who has let us down.
Maybe it was a promise broken.
Maybe they did not live up to who they claimed to be.
The danger is we sometimes let our expectations get the better of us.
Like the two disciples,
we project our expectations into the situation,
distorting reality.
Jesus had to remind them of the Scripture
predictions that they had forgotten.
They wanted a Messiah to release them from the Romans,
not realizing the true Messiah released them from death.
Do I look for the immediate reward,
forgetting that God sees the bigger picture?
Do I trust in the Lord enough to know
He has my best interests at heart?
They recognized Him in the breaking of the bread.
Do I recognize Him in the same way?
Sometimes I am the bread that needs to be broken
of my false expectations before I can receive Him.
“Did not our hearts burn within us?”
Yes, whenever Christ reveals Himself to me,
my heart does indeed burn within me.
There is no greater joy than having the Lord
come and stay with me.
As He did with the disciples,
He uses the Scriptures to show me what I had not seen before,
To point out what I have forgotten.
				

~ by Denise Anderson

PILGRIMAGE 2017: Hearts on Fire

W

The Emmaus story held special
significance for DiAnne Schultz
(left) and Kay Dodson, who
became friends during the
Manresa-hosted pilgrimage
in March, which included the
Marian sites of Fatima in
Portugal, Montserrat in Spain
and Lourdes in France.

e felt like those two companions on the road
in our commonalities of life and loss as we
shared our faith and allowed the Lord subtly
and lovingly to reveal Himself to us. The experience of this
trip was a long-held dream and desire for each of us; there
was an ember within us waiting to be fanned to flame. But
neither of us could have imagined the spiritual and physical
beauty manifest in this gift.

Traversing the magnificent
mountain up to Montserrat
was breathtaking, as was
the sense of connection
to God and our fellow
pilgrims while participating
in Mass in the chapel.
Here the stained glass, the
statue of Our Lady and
the camaraderie of our
group served as reminders
of how God speaks to us
through beauty, grace and
companionship.
Visiting Lourdes was a
contemplative’s dream—
certainly for these two
contemplatives! Embracing
the quiet and serenity of
the surroundings recalled
our beloved grotto here at
Manresa and invited silent
prayerful reflection.

It absolutely was a place to
meet Jesus, to “see” Him and
to allow Him to heal all that
asked to be healed. When
asked if I (DiAnne) was healed,
upon reflection, I have to say
that I was—in ways I did not
expect or request.

Pilgrims worship at the Fatima shrine where Mary visited young
Lucia, Jacinta and Francisco. The tree where she appeared to them in
1917 was eventually destroyed; now a glass-enclosed statue of Our
Lady stands in the tree’s location. Behind is the first chapel erected to
commemorate her appearances. (Photo by fellow pilgrim Allen Wall.)

Jesus walked with us as we and 20 others of our group
joined visitors from around the world to pray in the
outdoor chapel at Fatima, built on the site of Our Lady’s
appearance 100 years ago. Being in that place where the
children of the apparition lived, prayed and were buried
made it clear that God was present in all that was around us.
Manresa’s grotto is fashioned
after the original one in
Lourdes, where the Blessed
Virgin appeared to 14-yearold Bernadette Soubirous in
1858 and where miraculous
healings have occurred.

Manresa pilgrims were led by Fr. Leo Cachat, SJ (fourth from left), who
will be hosting the 2018 trip to the Holy Land (see ad on page 10).

Following his conversion at
Loyola in 1521, St. Ignatius
made a pilgrimage to the shrine
of Our Lady of Montserrat near
Barcelona. A likeness of this statue
can be found in one of the chapels
at Manresa Jesuit Retreat House.
(Photo by Allen Wall.)

Throughout our 11 days
together we two were
continually surprised by
joy—the joy of finding God
in everything and everyone we
encountered along this journey
and of seeing Jesus in all our
companions.

Each day began with morning
prayer, and we pilgrims
celebrated daily Mass together
in a different “special” location.
We took most of our meals
together, we laughed together, we prayed together—and
some of us even got lost together! We were all companions
on the road and were Eucharist to each other. The fire still
burns within us.
~ by Kay Dodson and DiAnne Schultz
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IN APPRECIATION OF OUR DONORS
Manresa is so grateful for all of you who support our Mission with your prayers and financial support.
Due to space constraints, this list is limited to contributions over $100 received between January 1
and July 31, 2017 for the McGrail, Annual and Capital Funds and the Adopt-a-Retreatant program.
Joseph and Sandra Aoun
Fr. Timothy Babcock
William and Margaret Beauregard
C. Jack and Joann Brinkman
Hugh and Mary Ellen Buchanan
Jesse Burrell
Ed Cachat
Mary Cafferty
Anne Carey
John Casey
James and Linda Chevalier
Elizabeth Chowdhry
William and Mary Cohan
Donald and Suzanne Condit
Martha Condit
David D’Annunzio
Lorraine Davidson
Roberta Debaldo
Gregory Denlea
Elizabeth Devereaux
Michael and Patricia Edwards
Louis and Linda Farinola
Richard Ganfield
Robert and Diane Gardner
William Geary
Timothy Gelletly
Gesu Church
Mary Judith Gregart

Arthur Gulmet
Alan Haras
Holy Name Church
Stephanie Hughes
Robert and Kristin Huntsman
Davide and Elena Iacobelli
Jesuit Community University of Detroit Mercy
Jesuit High School Community
Richard and Helen Jositas
Albert and Elizabeth King
Marta Koczwara
Daniel Kogut
Zouhair Koza
Catherine Malerich
Manresa AA
Faiz Mansour
Mavine McCoy
Kathleen McIntosh
John and Lorraine McLaughlin
Sharon Mikesell
Louise Tuller Miller Trust
Craig Minbiole
Scot Moceri
Margaret Morath
M. Moroun
Manuel and Magda Najjar
Charles Peters

Kevin Richardson
Mark and Nancy Rider
Chester Rivard
Cathy Robertson
Elizabeth Robinson
Ricardo Rodriguiz
Jonathan Rose
Gasper and Anne Marie Ruffino
Sage Foundation
Larry Saville
DiAnne Schultz
Kathleen Skuta
Robert E. Smith
David Speicher
Ronald Steinmayer
Jane Stewart
Dorothy Strzelewicz
Ann Sullivan
Gregory Swanson
Michael and Barb Timm
Renee Toft
Deborah Tourville
Daniel Veryser
John and Chris Visser
William Ward
Mark Wilke
Michael and Jennifer Xenos

left:“What the Apostles saw on Easter morning.”

Pat Fountain of Swanton, Ohio contributed this
photo of the Empty Tomb taken on March 11,
2016 while it was still under construction.
right: This plaque was later erected to the right
of the completed Empty Tomb to recognize the
generosity of the Berry and Boji families.

HONORARY AND MEMORIAL GIFTS
Manresa is very grateful whenever you memorialize or honor your loved one with a gift to us.
The following gifts were received between January 1 and July 31, 2017.
In Honor of Kathleen McIntosh
Carol A. Scheuer

In Memory of Mary Ballew
Gordon and Hannah Moss

In Memory of Marion Bilyk
James and Kimberly Gray

In Memory of Fr. Chamberlain (cont’d)
William and Marie Molnar
George and Grace Seroka
Bradley Simmons
Jeremiah and Carole Sugrue
Clarence and Deanna Tabar

In Memory of Patrick Carmody

In Memory of A.B. Chettle

In Memory of Fr. Henry Chamberlain, SJ

In Memory of Richard P. Condit

Virginia Carmody

Georgianne Cady
Vimal and Elizabeth Chowdhry
Ken Dickinson
Catharine Grant
Mary Pat Lichtman
Phyllis E. Look
Frank and Gail Migliazzo
Kathleen Mills

Page

12

Gregory Denlea
Ben Fortener

In Memory of William Dahlin
Patricia G. Dahlin

In Memory of Ronald McCormick
Karl and Kelly Simon

In Memory of Yvonne Michels-Bennett
William Bennett

In Memory of Andrew and Louise Phillips
Patricia Wood

In Memory of Teresa C. Plas
David and Margaret Bogrette
Joan Cranmer
Everett and Julie Hicks
Nancy Tice
Bonnie Woolfolk
Wallace Zawierucha

In Memory of Charles Frederick

In Memory of John Sawchuk

In Memory of Catherine Laforest

In Memory of Fr. James Von Tobel, SJ

Robert and Judith Frederick
George and Corky Banda

Elaine Sawchuk
William Scott

The Meeting Place

W

hat invitation does God have for us?” we
wondered as the two of us met to pray with
the passage from Luke 24:13-35. Our
prayer space consisted of Paula’s kitchen table, a Bible
and a view of her beloved garden just outside the window.
As lectio divina (sacred reading) practitioners, we knew
from experience that God would meet us uniquely as we
pondered the Emmaus narrative . . .
“

As Cleopas and his companion disappointedly walked
toward home on the Sunday after Jesus’ death, the Risen
Christ joined them in conversation and ultimately a meal,
but they did not know who He was at first. The mutual
attentive listening woven throughout this story captivated
us—care, interest and curiosity nurtured the exchange
among the three.
•
•
•

Can I let the Emmaus story shape me and show
me how to bring tender hospitality to my own
conversations?
Can I receive strangers with kind curiosity,
remaining open to them and their lives?
Can I let God speak to me, teach me?

Later, after Christ revealed Himself, the companions
reflected on their experience: “Were not our hearts burning
within us while He talked with us on the road?” We
noticed that our own expectations, pre-occupations and
busy-ness sometimes blind us to God’s presence.

•
•

Can I live each moment in a posture of quiet
anticipation, confident that God is truly present?

At day’s end, can I reflect on my own burning-heart
moments, rummaging in them for the Holy?

We’ve shared part
of our encounter
with God through
lectio divina to
invite you into
this contemplative
practice. It
has been our
experience, and
that of countless
others before
us, that meeting
God in this way
transforms our
view of God,
ourselves and our
way of being in
the world.

Paula Dow (left) completed Manresa’s
Internship in Ignatian Spirituality in
2005. She has since facilitated lectio for
various groups and has trained others to
lead this prayer method. Lori Kneisler
completed the Internship in Spiritual
Companionship in 2016. Like Paula, she
facilitates group lectio and works with
those who train others to be lectio leaders.

~ by Paula Dow and Lori Kneisler

Editor’s Note: You can learn more about lectio divina at Manresa.
There is a brochure available in the foyer as well as online (Click here
for the online brochure.) Lectio divina is included in the Women
to Women prayer sessions that are held on various Mondays (click
here to visit our website calendar), and experiences will be offered at
conference retreats for the next two years.

Jim Manney is one
of several Ignatian
Volunteers at Manresa
who share their time
and talent with nearby
service agencies serving
the poor or marginalized.
To learn more about this
group click here.
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“I walk this path seeking
peace with God.”
Contributed by
Johnny Owczarzak
of Maumee, Ohio.
This photo was taken while
attending a men’s retreat at
Manresa in December 2016.

“We Never Return the Same
Way after Meeting Christ”

I

love this statement made (tongue-in-cheek) by Fulton
Sheen in reference to the Magi returning a different
way after visiting the newborn King in Bethlehem. It
reminds me of some of the great moments in Scripture
where people came “face-to-face” with God and were
invariably changed: Moses after returning from Sinai, Paul
at Damascus, the two disciples at Emmaus, etc. The truth
is you could not experience an intimate encounter with the
Almighty WITHOUT being changed forever.

But I don’t believe you need to be the bearer of the Ten
Commandments or the author of the epistles to experience
Christ today: everyone who accepts Jesus in their heart is
“converted” and will never be the same! It is this intense
and overwhelming experience that shakes us to the very
core of our being, turning our values topsy-turvy, putting
our priorities into turmoil and setting our hearts afire!

So if His love is so overwhelming,
why aren’t we affected by it daily?
If He is indeed waiting to save, why do we remain
unchanged and continue to be stuck in the weeds?
Yes, He is waiting to save but we are not always ready or
available to be helped. He can only work through us to
the extent that we allow Him to. And our distractions,
our faults and our foibles keep us from opening up to
Him. The degree that we allow ourselves to be touched by
Christ’s love is the degree that we will experience it and
consequently be affected: the degree that we are open to
Him is the degree that He can fill us with the Holy Spirit
and work miracles through us! And here is the miracle:
when we are touched or touch someone else with Christ’s
love and are transformed as a result of it!

Emboldened by Christ’s love, let us go forth and, like the
two Emmaus disciples, let our eyes and hearts be open to
Him in the breaking of the bread.
~ by George Seroka
Page
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Woodstock Business Conference
Sees Business as Vocation

T

he road to Emmaus is bewildering: It’s the sort
of thing people in business undergo from time to
time, especially leaders. Whether we’re leading
ourselves on a career path or leading a whole team of
people in a large enterprise, as business people we’ll
occasionally find ourselves bewildered. And while we’re
having our meetings, putting together strategies and action
plans—“conversing and debating”—we can feel as though
our faith life and work life are two separate and distinct
things.
Yet the story of Emmaus shows us something quite
different: “…and it happened, while they were conversing
and debating, Jesus himself drew near and walked with
them.” (Luke 24:15) For business people as for those
disciples, Christ desires to be with us—in all things.

This is the purpose for the Jesuit-formed Woodstock
Business Conference (WBC). We seek to integrate our
faith life—our discipleship in Christ—and our lives as
business people. We see business as vocation—a calling
from God—and whether we’re at home, at a kids’ soccer
game or in the midst of a difficult negotiation at work, we
seek Christ in all things.

WBC Detroit Chapter meetings take place at Manresa
from 6:30 AM to 7:55 AM on the second Tuesday of each
month. We follow an agenda, and taking a case study
from the business world, with the aid of Scripture and
Catholic social teaching, we reflect on the topic at hand.
We bring our “boots on the ground” experiences and our
faith in Christ to the dialogue. Our purpose is not to
debate a particular point or perspective. We come to share
what we have and take what we need. Those who attend
will attest to the transformative power of our meetings:
we are more grounded in Christ and better able to live
business as vocation.
(continued on page 15)

Madeline Bialecki of St. Clair Shores, MI snapped this
during her January 2017 retreat where, at her spiritual
director’s suggestion, she “walked the grounds of Manresa
and practiced being present to what was in front of me.”

Woodstock (continued from page 14)

On May 11, Manresa hosted a Woodstock Business
Conference (WBC) Day of Reflection. Participants
attended Mass, learned how WBC meetings work and heard
a talk on business by Fr. Gerry Cavanagh, SJ, who is the
Charles T. Fisher III Chair of Business Ethics at UDM.

Where the Road Has Led Us

R

estless as the two
Emmaus-bound disciples,
we arrived at Manresa
in late 1999 from Gesu parish
in Detroit. We moved into
LaStorta, and John joined the
Manresa staff as a woodworkerin-residence at the request of
then-director Fr. Jim Serrick, SJ. John’s Manresa legacy
continues in the Cave Chapel, the Montserrat Chapel
and the Marquette Chalice cabinet. Kathy continued her
ministry making bookmarks that blend photos of Manresa
with inspirational words. Our Manresa experience was
shaped by three Ps, all of them holy!

Pictured here (from left to right) are WBC members
Sergio Pagés, Keller McGaffey and Mary Gresens; Fr.
Gerry Cavanagh, SJ (keynote speaker), Mike Shesterkin,
(Detroit Chapter Coordinator), Steve Raymond
(Manresa Associate Director), John Sier (WBC member)
and John Fontana (WBC Executive Director).

To learn more about the WBC and how you can become
involved, please contact Mike Shesterkin, WBC Chapter
Coordinator at 734.464.8353 or at mdshesterkin@gmail.com.

~ by Mike Shesterkin

Mike Shesterkin is the Woodstock Business
Conference, Detroit Chapter Coordinator.
Mike is a Manresa retreatant and returning
Catholic who, after spending more than 30
years in the corporate world, now works as
the General Manager of What’s Next, LLC, a
triple bottom line—people, planet and profit—
business coaching and consultancy.

Photo by Kathleen Kelleher of Clarklake, MI who says
of her first retreat (spring 2015) that she “relaxed in
the calm, quiet, welcoming environment” and found
Manresa to be “a special place to rest and renew.”

Gardening brings
Kathy to prayer
and peace.

PEOPLE: the welcoming staff, daily
Mass attendees and retreatants.
PLACES: for John the woodworking
shop and its attic window to the
heavens; for Kathy the seasons of the
nature trail and the silent welcome of
the Cave Chapel; for both of us the
outdoor stations path for our nightly
walk and reflection.
PRAYER: Mass, the Internship, our
shared 19th Annotation Exercises and
the embrace of the quiet.

Like the two disciples who moved on
to Jerusalem, in 2009 we relocated to
Traverse City, MI to be near granddaughters. Here John
continues woodworking as Lignum Sacrum and provides
carved auction items for Manresa’s Gala. Even as we
joined a Traverse City parish, we missed the community
of Ignatian companions, but we were
nurtured by visits with Fr. Norm
Dickson, SJ, a pastor in Kalkaska, and
with other Jesuits. More recently, we’ve
assisted in forming a Jesuit Friends and
Alumni Network group. In his work
with the homeless, John has found
a spirituality of companionship, and
his woodworking brings him to quiet
John’s plaque was
and harmony. Kathy has attained a
auctioned at the
relationship of faith with other women
2016 Gala.
hungering for something deeper; and
her gardening, bookmark ministry, climate advocacy and
meditative yoga bring her to prayer and peace. Family
connections grow richer as we age, and we continue to
seek God in all things, in the people and places and prayer
right here, the Jerusalem we’ve found.
~ by John and Kathy Daniels
Editor’s note: This is the first of our “Notes from the Road” columns.
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Manresa’s Jesuit Garden Blessing

With family members, donors and staff looking on, Fr. Daly
blessed the new Jesuit Garden, which pays tribute to their loved
ones.

To memorialize her
deceased husband, Sharon
Tomkowiak purchased one
of the the Jesuit Garden
bricks. Unbeknownst to
her, the staff also purchased
a brick in tribute to her 30
plus years as a Manresa
employee.
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Manresa’s Jesuit Garden will continue to be a private, quiet
place for prayer and remembering loved ones. For information
on purchasing a plaque or brick call Rita at 248.644.4933 Ext.
*815 or click here to visit Manresa’s website

Chris Lowney to Keynote 2018 Banquet
In his book, Heroic Leadership, Chris Lowney
suggests the leadership principles that guided
Jesuits for more than 450 years could inspire our
personal and business accomplishments. His

Many thanks to
Our Sponsors

Pope Francis: Why He Leads the Way He Leads

shows those leadership lessons exemplified in our
Jesuit Pope. On Thursday evening, May 3, at the
Shenandoah Country Club in West Bloomfield,
he will talk at our fundraising banquet about applying Jesuit leadership skills
in service to others. Manresa’s banquet, held in September for 13 years, has
been moved to the spring, “reimagined” into a new, intriguing format, and will
include a personal testimony, a raffle, and other surprises.

Lowney is a former Jesuit seminarian and a nationally recognized author.
He graduated summa cum laude from Fordham University, where he also
received his MA and was elected to Phi Beta Kappa. Named a Managing
Director of JP Morgan & Co. while still in his 30s, he held senior positions in
New York, Tokyo, Singapore and London until leaving the firm in 2001. He
chairs the board of Catholic Health Initiatives and co-founded Contemplative
Leaders in Action, whose Detroit chapter is mentored by Manresa Board
member Fr. Gary Wright, SJ.

For information on networking and
business development opportunities
for your company at this event
contact Rita at rtinetti@manresasj.org or 248.644.4933 Ext. *815.

We are very grateful to these donors for their support of Manresa’s Jesuit Garden
Matthew Abraham
Carolyn Arafat
Charles Balek
Marilyn Begeny
Edward and Diane Behrendt
Marianne Bellanca
Mark and Cheryl Braunlich
Michael and Karen Brown
Jesse Burrell
Ross and Jenny Chapman
Carol Chisholm
Maritza Corradi
Kevin and Mary Counihan
Barbara Cushing
Judith Darin
Lorraine Davidson
Tony Dworack
Patricia Dwyer
Steve Eick
Dennis and Rita Farac
Daniel Finn
John Flintosh
Regina and Gale Forbes
R. Patrick and Lucy French
Denise Gau
Georgia Gau
Jennifer Gau
Donald and Nancy Glubzinski
Margaret Gnau
Patrick Grady
Raymond and Louise Green

Gerald and Diana Hawkins
Christopher Hengstebeck
Pamela Hildebrand
Cal Hudson
Tom and Bridget Hurley
Diane Hyde
Sally Janecek
Richard and Helen Jositas
Kenneth Kaucheck
David and Laurie Keyser
Connie Kleinstiver
Mary Kraft
Michael and Joanne Krampe
Peter and Julie Kreher
Joan LaPointe
Phyllis Look
Mary Lovell
Peter Luyckx
Robert and Mary Luyckx
Michael and Cindy Maiberger
Leonard Matusko
Alda Marie McCook
Keller and Debi McGaffey
Kathleen McIntosh
Robert and Christine Meehan
Elaine Miller
Rose Marie Millush-Knaus
Mary K. Moloney
Margaret Morath
James Motschall
Chanelle Namou

Shirley O'Brien
Order Of Alhambra Manresa Caravan
Karen Pick
Angelo Ramaci
Steven and Susan Raymond
Jonathan Rose
Andrzej Rozecki
Thomas and Marylee Ryan
Victor and Michelle Saroki
Theresa Schmidt
Charles and Mary Schotthoefer
Mary Schweihofer
George and Grace Seroka
John Sier
Mark and Mary Sobeck
William Sowle
Edward Sponseller
Janet Stenger
Ruth Ann Stevens
Patrick and Patrice Tinetti
Rosemary Tinetti
Sharon Tomkowiak
Sean Tracey
Jeffrey Walters
Marguerite Weibel
Mary Kay Weibel
Michael and Paula Weibel
Bud Wilson
Paul and Cecelia Yee
Thomas and Sandy Youngblood
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CONFERENCE RETREAT SCHEDULE

Choose any gender-specific retreat date that best fits your schedule—these are not restricted to the groups named.
To register call 248.644.4933 Ext. 10 or click here for “Registration and Other Forms”.

Conference Retreats for Men
DATE

RETREAT NAME

DIRECTORS

Nov 3-5,
2017

WEEKEND RETREAT for MEN [PATRON: ST. RUPERT MAYER, SJ]: ASCENSION; HOLY NAME,
Birmingham; IMMACULATE CONCEPTION, Ira Township; ST. BONIFACE, Oak Harbor, OH (Toledo
Diocese); ST. CLEMENT, Center Line; SS. PETER AND PAUL JESUIT CHURCH

Fr. Tim Babcock

Dec 1-3,
2017

WEEKEND RETREAT for MEN [PATRON: ST. FRANCIS XAVIER, SJ]: BAYER – TOLEDO – DEFIANCE

Fr. Steve Hurd, SJ

Jan 2-4,
2018

MIDWEEK RETREAT for MEN [PATRON: FR. JOHN LaFARGE, SJ]

Fr. Bob Ytsen, SJ

Jan 5-7,
2018

WEEKEND RETREAT for MEN [PATRON: FR. JOHN COURTNEY MURRAY, SJ]: BISHOP GALLAGHER K of
C; FATIMA – ST. JAMES; OUR LADY OF REFUGE, Orchard Lake; PRINCE OF PEACE, West Bloomfield;
ST. PERPETUA, Waterford; ST. THOMAS (Chaldean)

Fr. Tim Babcock

Jan 12-14,
2018

WEEKEND RETREAT for MEN [PATRON: FR. JACQUES MARQUETTE, SJ]: ALHAMBRA;
CHARLES L. PALMS, JR.; GROSSE POINTE VICARIATE; HENGSTEBECK GROUP; ST. JOAN OF ARC

Jan 19-21,
2018

WEEKEND RETREAT for MEN {PATRON: ST. ISAAC JOGUES, SJ]: THE BUDD COMPANY; DIVINE CHILD,
Dearborn; IRMEN GROUP; KASSAB; OUR LADY QUEEN of MARTYRS, Beverly Hills; ST. THOMAS MORE, Troy

Feb 2-4,
2018

WEEKEND RETREAT for MEN IN RECOVERY [PATRON: FR. JOHN C. FORD]
$40 non-refundable, non-transferable deposit required.

Feb 16-18,
2018

WEEKEND RETREAT for MEN [PATRON: ST. ROBERT SOUTHWELL, SJ]:
FR. WERNERT GROUP; NOTRE DAME; YPSILANTI GROUP

Mar 9-11,
2018

WEEKEND RETREAT for MEN [PATRON: ST. NICHOLAS OWEN , SJ]:
JOHN A. REUTER – ST. ANASTASIA – CHRIST OUR LIGHT / ST. ALAN

Mar 23-25,
2018
Mar 29-Apr 1,
2018

PALM SUNDAY WEEKEND RETREAT for MEN [PATRON: ST. GABRIEL LALLEMANT, SJ]
PALM SUNDAY; TRAVERSE CITY
HOLY WEEK RETREAT for MEN [PATRON: FR. PIERRE TEILHARD DE CHARDIN, SJ]:
HOLY WEEK – ST. REGIS – ST. OWEN

Fr. Peter Fennessy, SJ
Fr. Fran Daly, SJ &
Sr. Kathleen Budesky, IHM
Fr. Peter Fennessy, SJ
Fr. Leo Cachat, SJ
Fr. Tim Babcock
Fr. Peter Fennessy, SJ
Fr. Bob Ytsen, SJ

“This holy place provides what is needed in a person’s busy life.” ~ Anonymous Retreatant
Conference Retreats for Women
DATE

RETREAT NAME

DIRECTORS

Nov 10–12,
2017

WEEKEND RETREAT for WOMEN [PATRON: BLESSED MIGUEL PRO, SJ]

Fr. Leo Cachat, SJ

Nov 24–26,
2017

WEEKEND RETREAT for WOMEN IN RECOVERY [PATRON: FR. EDWARD DOWLING, SJ]:
$40 non-refundable, non-transferable deposit required.

Fr. Bob Ytsen, SJ

MIDWEEK RETREAT for WOMEN [PATRON: ARCHDUCHESS JOAN OF AUSTRIA]

Fr. Steve Hurd, SJ

WEEKEND RETREAT for AL-ANON WOMEN [PATRON: FR. JAMES CULLEN, SJ]:
$40 non-refundable, non-transferable deposit required.

Fr. Bob Ytsen, SJ

Jan 9-11,
2018
Jan 26-28,
2018
Feb 23-25,
2018
Mar 25-26,
2018

WEEKEND RETREAT for WOMEN [PATRON: ST. JOHN DE BRITO , SJ]

Fr. Tim Shepard, SJ
Fr. Fran Daly, SJ &
Sr. Kathleen Budesky, IHM

PALM SUNDAY OVERNIGHT for WOMEN

“Manresa truly is Holy Ground—for the Lord is present here!” ~ Anonymous Retreatant
Conference Retreats for Both Men and Women
DATE
Jan 26-28,
2018
Mar 2-4,
2018
Mar 16-18,
2018
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RETREAT NAME
CAREGIVERS RETREAT for MEN & WOMEN
CHRISTIAN MEDITATION RETREAT for MEN & WOMEN
MANRESA WEEKEND HEALING RETREAT [Theme: An Encounter with the Healing Christ]
$40 non-refundable, non-transferable deposit required.

DIRECTORS
Sr. Sally Smolen, RSM
Fr. Leo Cachat, SJ
Fr. John Esper &
Ms. Debbie Tourville

RETREATANT AWARDS
(January - July 2017)
Manresa Blazer

(presented on the 50th Retreat)
John Lipke

Manresa Crest

(presented on the 25th Retreat)
Jerry Alig
Vito Angileri
Bill Babbitt
Roberto M. Castillo
Donald P. Condit
Elias Escobedo
Martha Lucas
Harry Veryser

Manresa Pin

(presented on the 15th Retreat)
Mary Alestra

“Taken in the spring of 2009 during a weekend retreat, this photo represents four
generations of the Meiers family at Manresa. My grandson Jacob is holding the
framed attendance list (on display in the hall) of the first retreat in 1926, which
contains my father’s signature (Walter J. Meiers). I am on Jacob’s right and my son
John is on Jacob’s left. Next to John is my best friend, Chet Rivard, whom I have
known since the third grade.”
~ submitted by Walter Meiers Jr. of Allen Park, MI

Basim Binnon

“What a beautiful
way to reconnect
with Jesus. This
is one of my most
cherished memories.”

Martha Bober
David Boyko
Michael Burzynski
Richard L. Chouinard
Beth Gibney
Laura Heenan

~ submitted by
Tim Marshall of
Chesterfield, MI,
taken during a
Men’s Retreat in
April 2016.

Jay Kargula
John Kearns
Gertrude LaFerte
Paul Lechner
Patricia Meldrum
Michael Nicholls
Francine Sanak

BORN INTO THE RESURRECTION (January – July 2017)
Come, you who are blessed by my Father. Inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the foundation of the world. [Mt. 25:34]

Name

Group

Gary Azell

Pilgrimages

#

Henry Bawol

St. Mary Magdalen

28

John C. (Jack) Berry

Berry

48

Richard K.

Recovery

69

Vanessa Kelliher

Women to Women

Earl Nelson

St. Hubert

Name

Group

#

Mary Oldani

Women V

31

Jeanne Rener

Women to Women

Robert Schmidt

Our Lady of Refuge

38

James Schoenherr

St. Valerie

29

Michael Tahy

St. Irenaeus

32

21

Manresa depends upon conference retreat leaders and families of retreatants to notify us in the event of death.
We remember all deceased retreatants on the last Friday of each month at the 8:00 AM Mass.
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BONUS MATERIAL

X XC l i c k o n a n y t o p i c b e l o w o r g o t o t h e n e x t p a g e t o r e a d a l l :

2017 Photo Entries
Showcasing those not printed in the
Fall/Winter 2017 issue of Manresa Matters

Blessing of the 15th Station &
More 15th Station Details
Supplement to pages 4-5 of Manresa Matters

Intern Graduates
Supplement to page 6 of Manresa Matters
(New article)

Meditation on Emmaus Painting
Supplement to page 7 of Manresa Matters

Photos From Manresa’s Readers . . .		
A warm THANK YOU to those who responded to our PHOTO INVITATION!
On May 24, 2017 we sent an E-blast to over 5,400 contacts on our email list inviting you to
submit a photo taken at Manresa and tell us why it was spiritually significant for you. We
printed several in our hard copy edition of Manresa Matters, and are pleased to share the
others with you in this online supplement . . . Great job everyone!
Note: We are repeating our PHOTO INVITATION. To participate, click here for details.

“These trillium took my breath away!
The three petal flower structure
reminded me of the Father, Son
and Holy Spirit, united as one and
perennially loving.”
Taken May 10, 2014 “during a personal
reflection on a lovely spring day!”
by Marilyn S. Rice of Oak Park, MI
“This photo was taken during the
forgiveness retreat 2017” by Lorrie P.

“He is Risen!”
“I took this selfie photo on Good
Friday 2017 while walking the
stations of the cross and praying/
meditating during Holy Hour(s).”
Submitted by Chris Hengstebeck
of Royal Oak, MI who has
attended 35+ retreats at Manresa.
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~ continued on next page

Reader Photos – continued
“The Heart Tree as my
wife and I call it. Each
time either one of us
goes to Manresa, we
stop by and reflect on
our good fortune in
having met, through the
auspices of Manresa,
on a pilgrimage to the
Holy Land in May 2013.
“This was taken in
February 2016 at the
Notre Dame Club
retreat. The tree
represents our love for
each other.”
From James M. Knaus
and Rose Marie
Millush-Knaus of
Rochester, MI

“Light at Lourdes Grotto”
“I don’t take many photos, but I
did have a challenge in selecting
the one that brings me the most
peace.

“Enjoying the grounds of Manresa.”
By Jim Dudley of Birmingham, MI on
November 18, 2016

“[This one] was taken on the
Sunday morning of my retreat in
October 2015 just before dawn.
As I was walking down the drive,
I noticed that you could see the
light of a single candle on the
altar at the Lourdes Grotto. It
struck me as a perfect metaphor
of Manresa—the beacon in
darkness. I use this photo
occasionally for meditation
because it places me back in that
setting.”
From John Sier of Royal Oak, MI
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~ continued on next page

Reader Photos – continued
“My Dad with all
those he loved.
He truly enjoyed
all his memories
at Manresa
. . . see the
celebrity Hugh
Buchanan.”
Submitted by
Mike Buchanan
of Eden Prairie,
MN

“My cousin, Dan Jordan, introduced me to
Manresa three years ago. I can’t thank him
enough.”
From August 2016 by Doug Edwards (left)

Men’s Retreat October 6-9, 2016
(Mark Kusner, Dave Matthews,Tom
Weisenburger, Jerry Dendinger,
Ed Irelan)
By Tom Weisenburger of
Maumee, Ohio
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~ continued on next page

Reader Photos – continued

Nancy Kulish of Southfield, MI
said she took this photo May
24, 2017 “on a lovely day in the
gardens.”

“May the mother of Jesus and
our mother, always smile on your
spirit, obtaining for it, from her
most holy son, every heavenly
blessing.” (from St. Padre Pio)
Taken during a weekend retreat
in April 2017 by Gretchen
Gonzalez of Bloomfield Hills, MI.

“Lord, you know me . . . You formed
my inmost being . . . You knit me in my
mother’s womb.” (Psalm 139)
Taken during a healing retreat in March
2017 by Julie Bien of Commerce, MI.
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Continue to the next article

(or return to 1st page of supplement)

Blessing of the 15th Station

On September 28, 2017 following the 8:00 AM Mass, participants joined Executive
Director Fr. Fran Daly, SJ for a prayer service and blessing of the 15th Station.
Donor Isaac Hanna not
only wanted to honor the
memory of his beloved
father, but also to show
his love for Manresa by
providing a place for
prayer and reflection for
generations to come.

It was obviously more than a
project for Isaac. It was a calling
by the Spirit to bring this to life.
The project began to take shape
not in the earth being moved but
through the spirits of those who
wanted to contribute.
~ Hugh Buchanan

The message of the Emmaus story is that we will
encounter the Resurrected Jesus as we walk the way
of our own personal suffering, as did these disciples.
~ Gregory Hyde, SJ
Isaac has honored both his heavenly Father and
his biological father while providing a marvelous
space for prayer at Manresa. It is a gift that strikingly
enhances Manresa’s spiritual ambiance. Because
we Christians are a people of the Resurrection, this
place will become holy ground of enormous religious
significance for people who spend time here praying.
~ Bernie Owens, SJ
Editor’s note: The seed for the 15th Station was planted over two years ago.
Those quoted here (Hugh Buchanan, Fr. Gregory Hyde, SJ and Fr. Bernie Owens,
SJ) all shared their ideas with Isaac Hanna, who helped make the vision a reality.
Fall/Winter 2017 Manresa Matters E-Supplement: Page 26

Walk with Me
and I will show you
the way
to Everlasting Life.
In memory of my father
Wadi Hanna (Hamama)
(Plaque at entrance to 15th Station site.)

See related article on the next page

More 15th Station Details
The following contains portions of an interview with Jeffrey White describing
further details about his work on the Empty Tomb and the 15th Station,
supplementing pages 4–5 in the hard copy edition of Manresa Matters.
What excited you
about working on this
project, Jeff?
Initially it was Isaac
[Hanna]’s passion for
the project, his love for
his father, his love for
this place… He wanted
to do something great
here. I could see,
sense and hear the strength of his faith. So it became
important to me for that reason. And then also my own faith
started to stir and move, and it was an opportunity to give.
How was your faith stirred?
When you’re around people who have a strong sense of
faith and you know who they are, it brings to the surface
more of your own. [And] this was a project that if done
right would be here for a long time, and well beyond our
lifetimes.
So it was the longevity and the fact that it had a
spiritual connection?
Yes, the fact that it had a spiritual connection, the fact that
other people would be using it and benefiting from it well
beyond my immediate involvement in the process . . . It’s
a sense of giving of yourself and putting something back
into the world that will last longer than you.
Where does this project fall in relation to other
projects you’ve done?
Well, it’s definitely one of the most spiritually meaningful
gardens I’ve ever done. From a financial standpoint
the scope is about average. But the importance and
significance of it, the interaction, is beyond compare.
Did working with others on this project have any
impact on you?
Yes, and the ones I really want to make note of are my
interactions with both Steve [Raymond] and Isaac. Very
supportive, very caring, very loving, very businesslike, too.
What were some of the steps you followed in
designing the tomb and 15th station?
I did a little extra research. I did a little extra re-reading
to re-familiarize myself, re-freshen myself, whether it
was the Road to Emmaus story or about Jesus’ tomb
. . . Miraculously, as I was doing this, other outside
sources seemed to pop up. Whether I was watching
EWTN or something and there’d be a story about Jesus’
tomb or whatever it was, what I needed came to me very
fortuitously. The people I met, the people I was involved
with . . . It seemed like the deeper I went into the project,
the more things fell into place.
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I heard that you went to the UP [Upper Peninsula] to
select stones even before knowing you got the job.
Could you talk about that?
The tomb had to be built in the winter because of the
access to the site, physical conditions on the site, the
flood plains, the softness of the ground, the size of
the stones, the weight of the stones, the weight of the
equipment for what we were doing. The quarries (again,
I think this was a true blessing from God) were normally
closed by the time of the year when all this was decided
to be done. They had a major snowfall, actually shut
the quarries; but they had three days of rain that actually
melted two feet of snow, and they agreed to open back
up and allowed us to come up and look. The contractor I
was using also had to go up to the UP for another project
he was doing. And so I think it was just the hand of God
bringing everything together.
What were your
selection criteria for
the materials?
The stone selection
was extremely
important to me. I
wanted the stone to
look like it had been
there, exposed to
nature, that there was
this hunk of bedrock
that the tomb was
carved into. So all those pieces had to be weathered.
Additionally, the larger pieces, especially the ones with
the pock marks and the holes in them: that is very true to
the region and almost exactly identical to the stone where
Jesus’ tomb was and is.
How did you decide on the placement of the stones?
There was a lot of Roman influence in Judea at that
time. So you’ll notice that there’s a keystone above the
entrance of the grave. I did the stacked stone on both
sides with a lintel; so a little bit of the Roman influence went
into it . . . It was just a blending of everything I understood
Christ’s tomb could possibly be.
What about the stones in the 15th Station, by the
Emmaus statues?
I wanted the 15th Station to tie to the tomb and the tomb
to tie to the 15th Station. I wanted it to all be harmonious
and one. And it’s the ultra-fine tiny little details that no one
really notices that make you feel really good; it just feels
right somehow. I was trying to tie the two together.
I arranged the sitting stones entirely around Jesus and the
two disciples so that you can be a part of the group, you

~ continued on next page

15th Station Details – continued
can be behind if you want, you can be outside the group,
you can be facing the group, you can be off to the side of
the group, you can sit and pray and reflect on it from any
place. You can kneel down in front of it, you can walk
right up to it, and you can touch them.
What about the sealing stone?
The sealing stone, the
tombstone itself . . . a
common man would have
used a piece of rubble from
what was left. A wealthier
man would have brought in
a harder stone, whether it
was granite or something
else from afar. A king would have definitely brought in a
different stone altogether. I had to go to the ends of the
earth to find that particular piece, to find a piece large
enough to cut that five-foot diameter circle out of, that was
structurally sound, that didn’t have fissures and cracks
where it could fail in the future . . . It was a very difficult
piece to find, really.
Wasn’t there also a ridge that they would roll it into?
There was a groove in the ground, but the face of the wall
would have been carved exactly to fit that, so it would
have tucked in. Now people of lesser wealth would have
worn the face smooth—or as smooth as they could—and
rolled a very large boulder in place. The tombs weren’t
necessarily air tight or anything like that. And from all
of the interpretative study that I’ve been able to find and
see, and from watching the documentary on Christ’s tomb
and other tombs of the time, it was probably a very large
stone, very roughly hewn, with a couple of handholds in it.
The Romans probably did drive the iron spikes into precast holes and tied either bent iron or leather strapping
across it and either sealed it with a wax or a clay and
put the emperor’s or somebody’s stamp—whoever was
the administrator—and put the stamp on it to make sure
it wasn’t disturbed. So they would have known if it had
ever been broken into, because if you break the strapping
it would have shattered. Now if you have a family tomb
then they roll them back and multiple bodies would go
back in, but it was also a way to make sure that the tombs
weren’t desecrated.
What about the stone’s radial design?
Those radials are designed to fit a human hand so that
two men could roll the stone into place no matter how
much it weighed, because the farther out, the [better]
leverage you get and the easier it rolls—or if so large,
then three men—so you can get a purchase on the stone
and roll it into place.
Based on the Bible story the stone was blown away. So
in creating the radial lines in this particular one, because
of the light of God and the light of Christ, I added in
the horizon line to this one. And very subtly, almost
Fall/Winter 2017 Manresa Matters E-Supplement: Page 28

imperceptibly, I have the
cross. You’ve got to be
standing at the right angle
and the right light to notice
it. I made sure that stone
was set with a horizon line
and the radiating lights and
the love and the energy,
everything all pouring
forth from the face of the
tombstone. And this is the first time I ever spoke about it
or told anybody about it.
What phase or aspect of the project had the most
impact on you and why?
There were a lot. When the tomb was blessed and it was
dedicated. And in the reaction of the donating family [the
Berrys], in their interpretation, a certain stone formation
was the hand of God. (It looked like a hand; but that was
not intended.) But to see the joy and the happiness . . . I
didn’t expect any of this. I felt like God was saying “thank
you” to me. It was like I had His approval.
Can you talk about when
you fell from the top of
the tomb?
We were setting one of the
last stones on top at the
time. I was almost 14 feet
up and I was setting the
rock. It was frost frozen
at that time of the year, and it popped and moved. And
a six-foot piece of steel pry bar (and it weighs 35 pounds
and it’s solid steel and it comes to a very sharp pencil
point at one end and has a chisel point at the other end)
catapulted up in the air, and I fell and I hit the second rock
to the right of the entrance of the tomb, which comes to
a sharp point. The only thing that hit was my rib cage. It
bent me completely backwards. I reached and put my
hands behind my head because that pry bar would have
come down and skewered me like “the spear of destiny.”
I broke all my ribs and dislocated them all. It completely
deflated my right lung.
Where was God for you in that instance?
You know, I did ask, “Why?” But I didn’t look at it as a
punishment . . . and the fact that it landed dead flat and
bounced all the way was nothing but the grace of God. I
felt that way from the moment I hit the ground. And the
fact that I wasn’t skewered and that I could still breathe
and that I was still alive. While I was falling (and yes,
I did get hurt very badly), how I hit that stone and kept
presence of mind to roll and spin as I made contact. It
could only have been God’s hand helping me down.
That’s how I feel about it.
~ Interview by Anne Smith,
Photos by Paul Seibold and Anne Smith

Continue to the next article

(or return to main article)

Graduates of Internship in Spiritual Companionship
Immediately after the commencement ceremony, each graduate was asked:

“What was most meaningful to you about the Internship?”

Here are their responses . . .

Linda: “Through the internship I
learned to listen differently—first to
myself and God and then to others.
For me this process has provided a
new glimpse of how much God loves
me, has cultivated a deeper and
richer relationship with Christ and as
a result I am compelled to respond
to God’s call to be a companion with
others . . . “
Linda Waldo
Editor’s note: Following are excerts from the reflection that
Linda offered at the commencement on behalf of all the interns.

“[S]ome of the things that we all agreed we have learned
is that it truly is first of all about what God is doing in
us in preparation to listen to others. We talked about the
awakening we felt in hearing God in new ways and
recognizing His voice. We are seeing Him in places that
we hadn’t seen Him before and experiencing Him in
ways that we hadn’t before.
“And there’s been a transformation—a transformation
process of being present with people differently and with
more intentionality, with God’s purposes in mind rather
than our own. We recognized that listening to another’s
experience is truly a privilege and we are privileged to be
a part of that.
“And finally learning to reflect and wonder and just to stay
out of the way of what God wants to do, allowing others to
grow in their personal experience with God.”

Vicki: “There was so much that
was meaningful, but I loved just the
emphasis on deepening our own
love relationship with Jesus Christ
and opening our hearts and eyes
to see Him in ways we never would
have expected before... And I was
also very touched by the whole
ecumenical approach. Because I’m
Protestant, I was afraid I had to be
Catholic to be here; but it wasn’t like
During the ceremony, that at all. It was just this unity that
Vicki Thomas-Teed
came together as we sought to go
read from St. Paul’s
deeper into the heart of Christ. It
letter to the Ephesians.
was incredible.”
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Holding their certificates of completion after the commencement
ceremony at Manresa on April 23, 2017 are (from left to right):
Vicki Thomas-Teed, Linda Waldo, Nicholas Rennpage,
Bonita Reid Gardner and Kathy Porter.

Nicholas: “[What was most
meaningful to me was] . . . learning
to listen, of course, but not only just
to people but first to the Spirit as it’s
moving within me. The process of
conversations we were in, verbatims,
and having the time to pray and think
about how the Spirit is speaking with
me and has spoken, have helped
me see how God is walking with
me in my life. And this idea of Him
accompanying me through suffering
Nicholas Rennpage
times and learning to look at things
differently and to find His presence
in harder times—and then take that faculty with the Spirit
that I’ve learned in myself to help others find that in their
spiritual lives.”

Family and friends came to celebrate with the graduates.

~ continued on next page

Recent Internship Graduates – continued
Bonita: “It’s hard to even parse
apart the different things that we
experienced together that allowed
me to draw closer in my personal
relationship with God—and I’m most
grateful for that.”

Fr. Steve Hurd, SJ and Ms. Ann Dillon,
Co-directors of the Internship at Manresa, addressed the
graduates and their guests at the ceremony.

Bonita Reid Gardner

Kathy: ”When I came for my silent
retreat I was frustrated because I felt
like I was watching all of nature and I
said, ‘You know, God, the birds know
what they’re supposed to do and the
ducks know what they’re supposed
to do. And I don’t know what I’m
supposed to do.’ And by the end of
the retreat He said, ‘I ask you to do
one thing and that’s BE LOVING.’”

Editor’s note: Following are excerpts from Ann Dillon’s
remarks during the commencement ceremony.

These interns came to Manresa to study the
Ignatian tradition of prayer and service. They
learned the foundations of Ignatian Spirituality:
Kathy Porter

•

God’s unconditional, ever-faithful love for them
and for everyone.

•

The challenge and grace of finding God in all
people and things.

•

The need to be a contemplative in action: one
deeply grounded in relationship with God and
accepting the responsibility of continuing the
mission of Jesus.

Then they began the process of developing their
ability to be compassionate listeners through an
Internship in Spiritual Companionship. The interns
focused on the listening skills that would help them
facilitate the relationship between God and another.
Guests extended their hands in blessing over the graduates.

A reception followed in Manresa’s dining room.
~ article by Anne Smith, photos by Paul Seibold
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They read wonderful books on the topics of
spirituality, discernment and Christian listening.
They took part in workshops and presentations
that deepened their understanding of how God is
present in the reality of human growth, in the joy
and in the suffering. Each engaged in at least 60
hours of practicing spiritual listening. With the help
of supervisors, they learned the skills of providing
a listening, compassionate presence in the form of
one-to-one listening or in other listening settings.
These five interns are indeed fire kindlers and have
brought the imagination and gifts of God to make
the Gospel come alive. We celebrate them and
what God has done in them through the Internship.
We are confident they will be a blessing as they
serve in the coming years.
~ by Ann Dillon
Continue to the next article

(or return to main article)

Meditation: On the Road to Emmaus
The following article was translated from the original German by Paul Seibold
and is reprinted below with the author’s permission.

A

t the laying of the cornerstone of the monastery’s
south wing (16 September 1990, on the feast of
Saint Pope Cornelius), the artist promised the
community the gift of a picture. Soon it was clear to us
that we wanted a picture for the statio, before which we
could gather for liturgy. Animated by the artist’s earlier
works on the Emmaus theme, we requested a picture
on this theme for ourselves. Only after the building was
definitively finished—that is, the “space” for the picture
was clearly recognizable, did Janet Brooks-Gerloff paint
the picture in the summer of 1992. A few days before the
dedication of the new wing on 28 August 1992, we could
hang the picture at its predetermined place.

Benedictine monks gather in the statio to
meditate on the Emmaus painting prior to
Mass. (Reprinted with permission.)
A long, bright corridor, part of the cloister. Here the
community of monks forms into line before the major
liturgies in order to gather for celebrating God’s praise
and to pass into the church in processional order upon
the sound of the bell. On the front wall of the corridor a
picture of the disciples, who are on the way to Emmaus
with the Resurrected One unrecognized: the gathering’s
eye-catcher, redirecting thoughts from the focus of the
everyday into the focus of the worshipful praise of God.
The oil painting has been conceived for this place, where
the cloister turns off to the right to the church entrance—
for this place, where the path takes a new direction—for
this place of transition, where speech becomes mute to
make room for conversing with God.
The two Emmaus disciples and their companion, Jesus—
three figures. The viewer looks after them; he doesn’t see
their faces, only their backs. The three walk ahead of him.
They are like an invitation, to go with them—to listen to
their conversation—to bring oneself into the conversation
with the Stranger.

~ continue to the next section: Manresa’s Gratitude Report

The wide robes of the
two disciples are black.
The play of the light
brightens them only
a little. An allusion
to the black monastic
garb of the monks? An
intimation of the dark,
sorrowful thoughts of
the Emmaus disciples at
that time? A reference
to the cares, woes and
sufferings of humankind
in all times?

View of Kornelimünster Abbey in
Aachen, Germany where the painting
resides. Click here for a “walkaround” of the Abbey.

Beside the two, the Stranger—only a contour drawing,
sketched with pencil—transparently light and ethereal—
not yet tangible and already drawing Himself away again.
The disciples are deep in conversation with Him, but their
eyes are “restrained,” although the heart already burns.
In conversation and in the breaking of the bread, the
Stranger will “solidify” Himself to them as the resurrected
Master of their common path . . . and at once draw away
again. Nailed fast to the cross, still He does not allow
Himself to be nailed fast—neither by His adversaries nor
through the longing expectations of the band of disciples.
Like a summons to abandon old paths in order to discover
new ones, and not to confuse the stations on the path with
the goal, He goes with them . . . and us.
The two disciples stride ahead in the left half of the
picture, their Master accompanies them in about the
picture’s middle. Thus He becomes “the pivot and the
fulcrum” of the picture, of the conversation and of the
path. The disciple who walks on the outside turns past his
fellow toward the Foreigner. The impression: the glance
has already found a new direction, the steps must still
seek it.
The three walk through a trackless, hilly landscape toward
a wide horizon. The barrenness of a desert proclaims
itself in brownish tones. At the upper right edge of the
painting, light and rainy darkness play with one another in
the distance of the horizon. It remains open what awaits
the disciples at the end of their path. It does not appear
to concern them. What is important to them is being
underway with the Stranger, Who makes their hearts burn.
It will fall from their eyes like scales,
because they did not resist allowing their
hearts to burn.

Logo of Abbey

~ by Abbot Albert Altenähr, OSB
18 July 1993

(or return to main article)

Manresa Jesuit Retreat House

ANNUAL REPORT
FY 2016–2017

A MESSAGE FROM OUR
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Greetings and God’s Peace,
Reflecting on this past year, the staff and I recognize the important role you play in enabling
Manresa to serve the many hundreds who participate in our retreats, days of reflection and
other offerings. St. Ignatius of Loyola, founder of the Jesuits, encouraged “the grateful
acknowledgement of blessings and gifts received”; and in that spirit the staff and I direct
our gratitude to you. As supporters of our ministry, you affirm our commitment to our
Mission to help men and women grow spiritually. Your help makes our work possible. As
you read these next few pages of our “Gratitude Report,” please take a moment to reflect
on your own personal connection to Manresa and know how deeply we appreciate that
connection.
It has been a good year. Nearly 800 people were subsidized by the Adopt-a-Retreatant
Fund. Also, thanks to your support we have succeeded in making some important
improvements to the house and grounds. Among the most obvious are the completion
of the 15th Station and the addition of the Jesuit Garden. We’ve also removed many dead
and diseased trees that marred the landscape, an ongoing effort. And while the county
sewer project continues, we look forward to its quick completion. The Wernert Lounge
has been renovated and now boasts comfortable reupholstered chairs, new blinds and an
upgraded audio-visual suite. We’ve also begun replacing some of the aging equipment we
often take for granted—like the printer in the front office.
In the coming year, my prayer is that you will continue to support our Mission at Manresa
Jesuit Retreat House and become even more involved with us. Once again, thanks for all
your support and enjoy a very blessed year.
Yours in Christ,

Gratitude Report
Click here to return to the front cover of Manresa Matters

~ continued on next page

Impact of Giving

1005

Youth
Retreatants

26

Youth
Retreats

10

Graduate
Interns

562

Program Participants

5900

Total Served
Click here to return to the front cover of Manresa Matters

~ continued on next page

Your Gift at Work

1729

Adult
Retreatants

42

Retreats

119

Individually Directed
Retreats

772

Benefited from the
Adopt-a-Retreatant Fund
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To help men and women grow spiritually through prayer,
reflection, guidance and teaching according to the Ignatian tradition.

OUR MISSION:

OPERATING REVENUE

FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS
RETREAT
DONATIONS
49%

2016–2017 Financial Summary
(July 1, 2016 to June 30, 2017)
OPERATING REVENUE

$452,388
$167,007
$ 73,149
$ 99,453
$123,125

Total Operating Revenue

$915,122

49%
18%
8%
11%
14%

OTHER DONATION REVENUE
Annual Fund				
Capital Donations			
Grants					
Special Events (Net)			
Other					

$222,827
$ 76,942
$ 22,188
$ 38,651
$ 26,646

Total Donation Revenue*

$387,254

57%
20%
6%
10%
7%

Cell
Tower 8%

Administration			
Building & Maintenance		
Food Service 				
Fundraising 			
Programs				
Wages & Benefits 			

ANNUAL
FUND
57%

CAPITAL
DONATIONS
20%
Grants
6%

Special
Events 10%
$162,783
$221,611
$278,074
$ 68,775
$320,446
$455,446

11%
15%
18%
5%
21%
30%

EXPENSES

Other
7%

Administration
11%
Building
& Maint.
15%

WAGES &
BENEFITS
30%

$1,507,135		

*Excludes McGrail Fund transfers, earnings and depreciation

Use of
Building
11%

OTHER DONATION REVENUE

		

Total Expenses
		

OTHER
14%

		

Retreat Donations			
Programs
			
Cell Tower 				
Use of Building			
Other Revenue from Operations

EXPENSES

PROGRAMS
18%

PROGRAMS
21%

FOOD
SERVICE
18%

Fundraising 5%
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A

s part of our Annual
Fund, the Adopt-aRetreatant program
allows Manresa to continue its
policy of relying on voluntary
donations for conference retreats,
a tradition that dates back to
Manresa’s founding in 1926.

Adopt-a-Retreatant Fund
70%

74%

In FY 16/17, Manresa received
generous grants from the Sage
Foundation and the Louise
Tuller Miller Trust benefiting
the Adopt-a-Retreatant Fund.
An additional 526 benefactors
subsidized 224 retreatants who
were unable to give at all and
548 others who gave a partial
amount. Overall, 45% of all
retreatants benefitted from the
Adopt-a-Retreatant Fund, up
from 36% the previous fiscal year.

60%

55%

URBAN RETREAT

MARRIED

23%
HEALING

GRIEF RETREAT

CONFERENCE

CAREGIVERS

AL ANON

AA MEN

42%

Percentage of retreatants helped by the fund per retreat.

T

McGrail Fund Performance*
Performance period: 02/01/2006 to 6/30/2017
$ in Thousands
6,000
5,000
4,000
3,000
2,000
1,000

2006

85%

73%

58%

AA WOMEN

LEGACY GIFTS :

By remembering Manresa Jesuit Retreat House in your will or trust,
you can provide a lasting legacy that will allow Manresa to continue to
welcome all people regardless of ability to pay. Please consider making
this lasting contribution.

2010

				
Opening Balance		
Contributions/Other Income
Transfers/Expenses		
Interest/Dividends		
Appreciation 			
Closing Balance		

2014

Prior 12 Months
5,618,898		
209,307		
(384,394)
165,592		
620,358		
6,229,761		

2017

From 2006
2,270,443
3,053,586
(2,694,847)
1,438,890
2,161,688
6,229,761

* The McGrail Fund serves as Manresa’s endowment.

he McGrail Fund was
established in 2002 by
the Board of Directors
to support the expanding
Mission of Manresa. The Board
recognized Manresa’s financial
needs were likely to increase, and
since our Mission offered retreats
to all wishing to grow nearer to
Christ regardless of ability to
pay, financial support would have
to come from additional sources.
The fund is generally used as
an endowment to maintain the
financial stability of Manresa,
but with explicit Board approval
it may also be used for capital
improvements and operational
support.

IF YOU WISH TO CONTRIBUTE TO EITHER OF THESE FUNDS CLICK HERE.
~ continued on next page

W hy Your Gift Matters

I

’ve been going on retreats at Manresa since I was a
teenager when I went with my mom for the weekend
because I liked quiet and having the time to write or
draw. The retreats have always brought me a measure of
peace that usually carries over into “the real world.”
I got divorced a couple of years ago. It was a bad
relationship, and I had to do it to save myself, but it was
still incredibly difficult—I’ve never been brave or strong
and I was terrified of the avalanche of disapproval I
thought would come crashing down on me.

I felt guilty, like
I had to avoid God.
It was awful.

To make it worse, my ex tried to use my relationship with
God to guilt me into staying. It got to the point where I was
ashamed. I felt guilty, like I had to avoid God. It was awful.
Then, at the last retreat, the director said that you didn’t have
to say anything to God when you were on retreat, because
old friends can enjoy each other’s company without saying
anything.
As soon as Mass was over, I went up to my room. I lay
on my bed and started writing about my divorce and my
relationship with God in my journal.
I started crying so hard the ink
ran and the words blurred
together. But afterwards, I felt
everything was all right. God
understood. He loved
me and He always
intended better for me.
I had been fighting
with my feelings
about the whole
thing. I needed
that retreat to get
me through.

Luckily, Manresa’s retreats are donation-based! I
wouldn’t have been able to come to one retreat, let
alone 11 if I had to pay. It’s only the last few years
that I’ve been able to make a donation. The Jesuits
understand the importance of spiritual health and wellbeing for everyone, whether they can afford it or not.
Donors who give extra are the reason I can go to the
retreat every year, even though I can’t afford the whole
cost. I don’t think I could ever thank them enough.
In a time where the general attitude seems to be, “No
one else is going to live off MY hard-earned money!”
it’s beautiful to see that so many people care enough
about the spiritual well-being of others to give extra
so people in financial need can come to retreats.
I hope someday that my circumstances will allow me
to give enough that I can thank past donors by paying
it forward and helping other people go on retreat.
~ by Elizabeth Anderson
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A Gift From Her Heart

P

atricia “Pat” Donaldson
found retreats useful to
“replenish her soul,” recalled
Robert “Bob” Donaldson, her son
and executor of her estate, after
informing us of her legacy gift to
Manresa. “It was a gift from her
heart,” he declared.

What is the
St. Ignatius Legacy Society?
The St. Ignatius Legacy Society was established to
honor members of the Manresa community who have
included Manresa in their will, trust or with a planned
gift. These individuals demonstrate their commitment
to Manresa’s Mission through gifts that will preserve
this sacred place for future generations.

“She wanted to share the monetary
gifts she received in her lifetime with those who needed
them. She thought Manresa was a good place to seek
solace and when she needed answers she would go there.”

Your membership involves no dues, obligations or
solicitations, but it does allow us to thank you for the
plans you have made and it may inspire generosity
in others. St. Ignatius Legacy Society members are
invited to Manresa’s annual Mass and Appreciation
Dinner and to society-specific events. Their names
will also be listed on a special
plaque within the new Jesuit
Garden.

Her obituary speaks of Pat as an avid reader and excellent
student who prided herself in continuing to expand her
mind until the very end. She loved to travel and would use
the time away to learn the history, geography and literature
of her destination. Always an adventurous spirit, she loved
to show her lack of fear; she zip-lined through the Central
American jungle when she was nearly 80 years old.
“As next-door neighbors, Pat shared with me her love for
the Jesuits many times over the years. I recall her telling
me of a Jesuit from whom she received guidance and
spiritual direction over many decades,” related Associate
Director Steve Raymond, a personal friend of hers.
“The church was a phenomenal guide for her on how to live
her life, how she would look at things and the philosophy
she had,” said Bob. “I think it had to do a lot with the
comfort she found in life.”

How do you become a
member? Just click here to
complete your membership
online or contact Rita Tinetti
at rita@manresa-sj.org or by
phone at 248.644.4933
Ext. *815.

Pat’s gift to Manresa will, at least in part, be placed in the
McGrail Fund, which serves as Manresa’s endowment, thus
ensuring that her love of this place will continue so that
future generations may also find answers and solace here.
					
~ by Rita Tinetti

I know God is everywhere, but there is a nearness to God at Manresa that somehow is more palpable
than it is elsewhere . . . To feel that Spirit with the other folks on retreat with you is something very,
very powerful. I want this place to be here for another 90 years . . . It’s just that special to me.
~ Doug Czinder, St. Ignatius Legacy Society member
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“Let us never tire, therefore, of seeking the
Lord—of letting ourselves be sought by him—
of tending over our relationship with him in
silence and prayerful listening. Let us keep our
gaze fixed on him, the center of time and history;
let us make room for his presence within us.”
								~ Pope Francis
1390 Quarton Road • Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48304-3554 • 248.644.4933
www.manresa-sj.org • office@manresa-sj.org
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